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We don’t often think of November as a month of beginnings. However, for our congregation it kind of is,
since we have our annual meeting this month. This
year the annual meeting will be a week later than usual, since the second Sunday falls on Veteran’s Day. So
on Sunday, November 18, we will remain in the sanctuary after services to hold our annual meeting, set
our budget for the coming year, and vote on the slate
of officers the Nominating Committee has ready for us.
The time of our annual meeting is a time to reflect on where our
ministries are, to celebrate what is good, to identify concerns, to
dream about where we might be going in the future, and to lift up
each other in Christ and be grateful for all the good things we have together and do together. Our church has a great opportunity to try
some new things. We have solid ministries, a good fellowship on Sunday morning, we work together well despite occasional tensions that
arise in any church family just as they do in any other family, and our
church is on a stable footing.
At the same time, we see our Sunday morning participation declining due to our people getting older and to our rarely getting new
families to participate. This is a time of contrasts—in many ways like
the opening of the Dickens Novel A Tale of Two Cities: “It was the best
of times; it was the worst of times…” I don’t think we are experiencing
the worst of times, but I do think we need to step forward with some
courageous action and take some risks in order to make our ministries
more relevant to younger people, and thus to fulfill our obligation to
building up the Kingdom of God.
We continually have a promising group of youngsters, but we do
not have the volunteer time or energy to maintain those youngsters’
interest once they enter Middle School and High School. We often fail
to draw in younger adults, those folks who are struggling to make ends
meet, get to their kids’ school events, and meet the staggering obligations that people face in the years of building a family, starting a career, and striving to do better than just get by. In the coming year, I
hope we can come up with some strategies to better serve these two
groups: older Youth and younger Adults. I think it is time that we risk
some of our reserve funds to recruit and hire someone to work with
Youth and Families. This person would help our volunteers with Youth
and Sunday School programs, design programs to do evangelism with
younger families in the community, and help us provide a variety of
ways to worship and serve God. You will hear more from me about
this at our Annual Meeting and throughout the coming year.
Pastor Dave

NEWS FROM THE BOARD
General Board met on Tuesday, Stewardship: We received about
October 9, 2018.
$64,000 in pledges.
Church Clerk: 2 deaths-Pat Han- Memorial: Dorothy Dake’s memosen and Van Miller.
rial, $1000.
Financial Secretary: No change.
Pledges are all in.
Treasurer’s: Changes in the
Proposed Budget, $2600 more
for 2019.

Scholarship: no change
Pastor Relations: Met, all is well.
CF: Served to funerals this
month. We had a good turnout for
the donations for the kitchen.

Worship: Working on special
music for upcoming holidays.

Trustees: Jeff Downs will replace
the sink in the Ladies’ restroom,
Outreach: 85lbs delivered to
Brendan has the supplies to finBenton County Food Pantry;
ish the window in the music
talking about upcoming projects. room.

Pastor’s Report: I’ve been working
on budgets with the committees;
Lifeline Screening will be here in
November; Nominating Committee
is in place; I will be gone October
24-27 and LaNette will be gone
October 25-26; we are all preparing for the upcoming holidays and
projects and will need everyone’s
help for each event.
General Board meetings are open
to all and are held on the 2nd
Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm

Trustees Report:
(NEXT MEETING: November 11….9:30am)
We had another slow month.
Jeff Downs will be installing the women’s bathroom sink and faucet.
Brendan Rule has all the supplies he needs now to finish the window in the
Music Room.
Our fire extinguishers have been checked and are all good.

CC Vision and Mission
Statement
Vision Statement: First Christian Church of Vinton, Iowa commits to grow
in covenant with God, one another, and community.
Mission Statement: To meet this vision, we unite as the body of Christ through
worship, study, prayer, fellowship and service.
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From the Worship Team...
Worship Team maintained music for worship during
Rachel’s absence. We are extremely happy to have
Rachel back. The worship team is planning for
Thanksgiving and Advent special music.
Worship Team could use more members. If you are
interested in helping with worship, please join us. We meet the second Thursday of
each month at 7:00pm.
Worship Team welcomes Rachel back and wants to thank everyone who helped us
during her time of Sabbath.
It hardly seems possible, but Advent begins in just over a month. This year, Advent begins
on Sunday, December 2. This year we are doing a congregation-wide advent study and
you can participate as much as you wish or just participate in your home as a family. We
have purchased Advent Devotional booklets. There is a scripture reading for each week of
Advent and a personal devotional based upon the week’s scripture for each day. We will
be doing organized studies of the Devotional in the 9:00am Adult Sunday School class
and in a class led by Pastor Dave on Sunday evenings at 6:00pm. You are welcome at
one or both group studies, but I think you will enjoy and benefit from the study even if you
just use it for your daily devotions during December.

November 4
November 11
November 18

Matthew 8:2-3
Matthew 9:13
Matthew 5:14

November 25

Matthew 21:12-13

Volume 1, Issue 1

II Kings 5:1-15a
Micah 1:3-5, 5:2-5a; 6:6-8
Isaiah 36:1-3, 13-20; 37:1-7;
Isaiah 2:1-4
Jeremiah 1:4-10; 7:1-11
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Christian Education
Christian Education is well-launched into the New Year. The nursery is active with
Duska Phelps in charge. Mary McInroy and Lisa Murdoch continue to teach the younger
kids class and have five to seven in the class most Sundays. Tanya Buchtela continues
to teach the middle schoolers class, made up of her two regulars. Sandy Hamilton and
her adult class have been studying Hebrews this fall.
Wednesday Night Youth has gone smoothly so far with ten to twelve young people
most nights. We had twenty-two for the visit to Kacena Pumpkin Farm on October 17.
We continue to plan for fall studies, fun, and preparation for a Christmas program
tentatively scheduled to take place during worship on December 16.
Christian Education could use more volunteers.

Jim and Elaine Hilliard
3020 Duckhorn Cove
Marion, IA 52302
MID-WEEK
YOUTH MEALS
November 7
November 14
November 21
November 28

Drew & Mary
Rick & Sue
NO MEETING
???

MID-WEEK YOUTH HELPERS:
November
November
November
November

7
14
21
28

Mary McInroy
???
NO MEETING
Sandy Hamilton

Mission and Outreach
Dale Neas, chairperson

The outreach committee delivered 85lbs of food
to the Benton County Food Pantry the last of
September.

A sign-up sheet will be put out on the table in the Narthex for Bell
Ringers to sign up for shifts. This is a Salvation Army project. The
money raised from this project helps fund people needing assistance
with the larger items such as rent, deposits on places to live, utilities,
and other misc. items. 80% of the money raised stays in Benton
County.
The committee discussed the end of the year projects coming up.
We have the Angel Tree, Reverse Advent, and the SHARE box. The
next meeting we will start planning for these.

Life Line Screening will be at First Christian Church
on Monday, November 19 from 9:00-5:00pm.

Fellowship Time

Five screenings will be offered that scan for potential health problems.

November 4
November 11
November 18
November 25

For every signup your organization generates, we
will make a $25 donation back to you!
In order to receive exclusive member pricing and
count towards this special program, you MUST preregister by one of the methods below.

Lisa Murdoch
Sue Erickson
Sandy Hamilton
Dale Neas

Call 888-653-6441 or visit the website:
www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle or
Text: the w ord “circle” to 797979

Dear Christian Friends:
Thank you for your prayers, acts of kindness, given to Van and our family during
the past few years.
Plus a HUGE thank you for the funeral
dinner, hugs, cards, thoughts and prayers
after Van’s passing. This meant so much
to me and our family.

First Christian Church
would like to THANK
the family of
DOROTHY DAKE
for the generous
memorial donation.
We are very
appreciative.

In Christ’s Love, Kathy Miller and family

God Bless the Family

ANGEL TREE

Will be accepting names of children again

Begins November 12 and will go through
December 22

Call LaNette for more information if you
would like to donate gifts of clothing or toys
or to volunteer to help
distribute the gifts

If you would like to help ring the bell, or you
belong to a group or organization that would
like to help…
Please call
Robert Parker 515-240-5810 or
LaNette Parker 319-521-1496

this year from:
November 1 thru December 12

BELL RINGING

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————-

PLEDGES ARE IN!!!
Grand Total:
$65,740.00

Sunday,
November 18

Immediately after Worship
followed by Potluck

NOVEMBER
04
07
10
14
16
17
19
26
27
30

CJ Fowler
Patty Corcran
Mary Watson
Rex Shepherd
Michael Collett
Amanda Erickson
Ann. Virgil & Holly Werning
Brian Anderson
Becci Sloan
Carole Phelps
Morris Higgins

Elders:

Jennie Anderson and Jeff Downs

Diaconate:

Kevin Timmerman
Hanna Timmerman
Libby Timmerman
Jamie Timmerman
Kate Timmerman

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS
September 30
October 7
October 14
October 21

55
61
55
45

SERVING THIS MONTH

$1,828.00
$1,455.00
$1,590.00
$1,151.00

C/W
C/W
P
F
extra

Greeters:

Carl and Marian Kahler

Worship Leader:
Jennie Anderson

$ Needed per week
Avg received per Sun

$2,351.31
$1,506.00

Total Worship Attendance
Average Worship Attendance

216
54

Children’s Sermon:
November
November
November
November

4
11
18
25

???
Craig Streeter
Sandy Hamilton
???

Newsletter Postage

Enclosed is a check for $40.00 to help cover the
postage for the newsletter.
Your Name________________________
Please place this in the box
in the office or in the offering plate

SHARE Dinner Packages:
Once again this year, we have been given the chance to
purchase these packages for your own family or donate a
dinner package to family in need.
Each Dinner Package (Thanksgiving and Christmas) is
$33 that feeds a family of 4-5.
Please see bulletin board for more details and deadlines
or see Pastor Dave for more information

November 18
Immediately after the Annual Meeting
Provided:
Meat, mashed potatoes, dressing,
and gravy
Need to Bring:
Salad, Side Dish, or Dessert to share
and your table service

VISIT THE WEBSITE:
Firstchristianchurchvintonia.org

Published monthly by the First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
1209 West 13th Street, Vinton Iowa 52349
The deadline to submit articles for the next issue of the
“Disciples Messenger” is November 14, 2018 Word File if possible.

Sunday School 9:00 AM (Sept-April)
Sunday Worship Service 10:15 AM
Nursery is available.
Mid-Week Youth --- Wednesdays 5:30pm (Sept-April)
(Pre-school - 5th grade)
Chi Rho and CYF (Grades 6-12)
Handicap facilities are available

David Neas, Pastor
LaNette Parker, Administrative Assistant
Office Hours 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM Monday – Friday
Phone: (319) 472-2153
E-mail address: firstchchurch@hotmail.com

