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Email: firstchchurch@hotmail.com

Many of us have Christmas stories that involve waiting
with great anticipation for the day to arrive. For me at
least, it always seem like my memories at Christmas
are more centered around anticipation than they are
of reality. I remember the feeling of being in the back
of the family car as we crossed the Missouri line towards Grant City one year. We had just had our
school Christmas program—a daytime program that
year for some reason—and been dismissed for Christmas vacation and
we were headed to town for last minute Christmas shopping. I remember the sense of freedom as Christmas break stretched out in front of
me; I think the trip to Grant City probably also involved visiting the
doctor for some vaccination or other, but the memory of getting the
shot has dissolved in the memory of that feeling of being released from
school. I had to be only six or seven and I don’t remember anything
else about that Christmas. I remember getting a puppy at Christmas
time one year; the first thing he did was use the living room linoleum
for a bathroom, signaling how this dog I grew so attached to would be
a real nuisance to the rest of the family. I remember getting my electric train set, mostly because we were at my grandparents and they
told me Santa had just delivered it and I had missed him by only a few
minutes.
The Advent season is about waiting. We celebrate the way the ancient
Jews awaited the Messiah, and we reflect on how we wait today for
the prophecies of Jesus’ return to be fulfilled. We long for the time of
justice and peace that the Bible promises us.
Waiting in anticipation of some long-desired end is a powerful force,
but it is also dangerous. Sometimes we can wish our lives away while
waiting for a particular goal. The traditional Advent texts and the prophetic writings from the Bible that foreshadow this season of anticipation teach us that even though we live in full anticipation of the fulfillment of God’s promises, we are called to live fully in the meantime.
This Christmas, enjoy the season as you anticipate the season’s fulfillment. Try to live fully as God’s blessed and chosen ones, even when
you are struggling with worry, illness, or even loss. The Scriptures remind us that having a full and abundant life does not mean one lives
without stress or pain. Rather, we live in faith and hope even in the
face of the struggles we face.
Dale and I wish you all a blessed and Joyous Christmas and a fulfilling,
abundant New Year.

NEWS FROM THE BOARD
General Board met on Tuesday, Tree,and Reverse Advent boxes.
November 13, 2018.
We donated 100lbs of food to
food pantry.
Church Clerk: no changes
Financial Secretary: $18.18 has
been found and agreed to put it
in the Discretionary fund.

Stewardship: nothing to report

Treasurer’s: We came up short
this month. We will just watch
and see how the year ends.

Scholarship: no change

Worship: We will have special
music for the holiday season.

Memorial: We received a donation from the Pat Hansen family.
Pastor Relations: no meeting
CF: Updated service schedules.
Ida will now be an “on call” helper; December 20 we will assemble the Homebound Plates.

Outreach: $271.61 available in
funds. We are working on severTrustees: Sink in women’s
al special events: Angel

restroom has been completed; The
door behind the sanctuary has
issues and will need some repairs.
Pastor’s Report: We have devotional books for Advent Season
that you can do at home or come
to the meeting or both; Christmas
Program will be Sunday, December 16; I would like to discuss our
Church Use/Rental Fees policies
and our Bylaw provisions concerning terms of officers for review and
possible revision.
General Board meetings are open
to all and are held on the 2nd
Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm

Trustees Report:
(NEXT MEETING: December 9….9:30am)
Not much new in the Trustee world. We will be helping with Hanging of
the Greens and getting the Nativity Scene set up for Christmas.
We are also working on the back exit door by sealing it up to keep it closed
for the upcoming winter.
Just doing God’s work as we can.
Thank you everyone for helping.

CC Vision and Mission
Statement
Vision Statement: First Christian Church of Vinton, Iowa commits to grow
in covenant with God, one another, and community.
Mission Statement: To meet this vision, we unite as the body of Christ through
worship, study, prayer, fellowship and service.
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From the Worship Team...
Worship Team continues to focus on bringing music to our services. We had special Thanksgiving Music on November 18 and
are planning special music again on December 23 and perhaps
during the Christmas Eve service on December 24. We planned
music to go along with the Advent Candle lighting each Sunday
during December, for Advent-themed music after Fellowship
Time during our December services, and for our Benediction/Sending out song at the end of
services throughout the Christmas season and on to Epiphany Sunday, January 6.
Our team could still use more members. If you have an interest, please join us. We could be
doing more creative things with our Sunday morning services if we had more volunteers.

Pastor Dave will be leading an Advent Study this year. The group will be meeting Sunday
Evenings at 6:00pm at the church. The study will run from December 2 through December
23. The basis of the study is the Advent Devotional booklet, I Am Mary by Carol Howard
Merritt. Rather than being detailed and scholarly, this study will focus on the personal experience of living through times of anticipation and waiting for life events, good and bad.
We will us the devotional’s focus on Mary’s emotions and experiences as she awaited the
birth of Christ as a way of analyzing our own style of living in anticipation, even while we
experience fears, heartaches, sickness and troubles as well as times of joy and fulfillment.
I hope the study is welcoming to those who feel loss and pain in the face of the pressure
to be filled only with joy during the holidays. The experiences and feelings of each person
participating should enrich our understanding of what it means to be an “Advent people.”

DECEMBER
December 2
December 9
December 16
December 23
December 30
Volume 1, Issue 1

Matthew 26:36-38 and Habakkuk 1:1-7; 2:1-4; 3:(3b-6), 17-19
Psalm 126 and Luke 3:1-6; Philippians 1:3-11
Matthew 12:15-21 and Isaiah 42:1-9
Psalm 23:1-4 or Psalm 23:4 and Matthew 1:18-25
Psalm 96:10-13 and Luke 2:1-14, (15-20)
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Christian Education
Sunday School classes are continuing. The nursery and the class for younger children are especially
thriving, as evidenced by the enthusiastic young people who come into the sanctuary for the Children’s
Sermon each week.
The Wednesday Night Youth Team wishes to thank everyone who has volunteered as a helper and who
has prepared meals for the kids during the year. We will continue to need people to step up and help in
this way in the coming year. As this is being written, we are planning for a major cleanup and to reorganize material so there is more room for all the ministries of the church to use. We are working on our
Christmas Program, which will be given as part of the church service on Sunday, December 16. The
kids are making Christmas Cards for shut-ins and we will be caroling with them on Wednesday night,
December 19.
Our youth groups could use more help. We love our volunteers and we support the effort to explore the
possibility of hiring a part-time person to support and expand our ministries.

MID-WEEK
YOUTH MEALS
December 5
December 12
December 19
December 26

Streeter’s
Erickson’s
Anderson’s
No Meeting

Jim and Elaine Hilliard
1503 14th Avenue
Vinton, IA 52349

MID-WEEK YOUTH HELPERS:
December
December
December
December

5 Sandy Hamilton
12
19
26 No meeting

Mission and Outreach
Dale Neas, chairperson

The Outreach committee delivered 100lbs of food to the Benton County
Food Pantry the last of October.
A sign-up sheet is on the clipboard for Bell Ringing to sign up for shifts. This is a Salvation
Army project. The money raised from this project helps fund people needing assistance
with the larger items such as rent, deposits on places to live, or utilities. 90% of the money
raised this year stays in Benton County. Pastor explained to cut down on phone calling, he
asked for two dates for the church-December 1 and 5.
We discussed the Angel Tree and we will help the same amount of children this year as we
did last year.
We had 4 Thanksgiving Share boxes places. We are currently working on the Christmas
Share boxes.
We discussed persons to be designated for the Reverse Advent boxes. This will be decided
at the next meeting.
We are planning a Soup Luncheon on December 2, this is the first Sunday of Advent and
Hanging of the Greens.

Fellowship Time
December 2
December 9
December 16
December 23
December 30

Sandy Hamilton
Mary McInroy &
Calen Downs
Cameron Downs
Karen Moubry

Please add this address to your
church directory:
Ricki Husted
806 4th Avenue
Vinton, IA 52349
319-560-6182

Please accept the memorial in memory
of our mom to be used as you wish.
Thank you to Pastor Neas for his
wonderful service, to Nancy for playing
the piano, and to Diane, Joyce and
Connie for helping with the luncheon
and to everyone who provided food.

The family of Pat Hansen

Once again the Mission and
Outreach Team will be leading
us in a Reverse Advent giving
project. The Team will decide
who will receive the Reverse
Advent boxes at their regular
meeting on December 6. If you
know of someone in need this
Christmas, please alert a Mission and Outreach team
member: Dale Neas, Chairperson, Ida Higgins, David and
Diana Whitson, Sandy Hamilton and Mike Kahler.

Christmas Share Boxes

ANGEL TREE

December 12 is the last day LaNette
can accept names for Angel Tree.
We usually help approximately 300
children, we are closing in on 200 so
far this year.

Mission and Outreach Team is
sponsoring Christmas Share
Boxes again this year. The last
day to order a share box for
your family or one to be given
to a family is Sunday, December 2. At press time, we have
eight boxes to be given out this
year with the possibility of one
or two more coming in soon.
Details about the Share
Program are on fliers on the table in the entryway near the
door to the sanctuary.

DECEMBER
01
02
04
06
06
09
10
12
14
15
17
18
19
24
25
29

Gail Wood
Lois Rinker
Bob Fowler
Jennie Anderson
Rick Erickson
Ann. Alvin & Wendy Dunkelberger
Ann. Duane & Tanya Buchtela
Kathy Miller
Aubrea Bonar
Erin Fowler
Dale Bohnsack
Autumn Hilleshiem
Margaret Fuehrer
Ann. Roger & Joyce Calvert
Cameron Downs
Rachel Spalding
Carl Kahler
Doug Schrader
Dorothy Albert
Will Hancock

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS
October 28
November 4
November 11
November 18

56
64
59
59

$1,547.50
$2,616.00
$1,290.00
$1,590.50

$ Needed per week
Avg received per Sun

$2,351.31
$1,761.00

Total Worship Attendance
Average Worship Attendance

238
60

Newsletter Postage

Enclosed is a check for $40.00 to help cover the
postage for the newsletter.
Your Name________________________
Please place this in the box
in the office or in the offering plate

Thank you to Ken Dake for supplying the
Postage for December!

SERVING THIS MONTH
Elders:

Marian Kahler and Karen Moubry

Diaconate:

Brendan Rule
Michael Kahler
Jaxson Rule
Taylor Anderson
Jim Morrison

C/W
C/W
P
F
extra

Greeters:

Cameron Downs

Worship Leader:
Calen Downs

Children’s Sermon:
December
December
December
December
December

2
9
16
23
30

Nancy Geiken
Mary McInroy

VISIT THE WEBSITE:
Firstchristianchurchvintonia.org

Published monthly by the First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
1209 West 13th Street, Vinton Iowa 52349
The deadline to submit articles for the next issue of the
“Disciples Messenger” is December 19, 2018 Word File if possible.

Sunday School 9:00 AM (Sept-April)
Sunday Worship Service 10:15 AM
Nursery is available.
Mid-Week Youth --- Wednesdays 5:30pm (Sept-April)
(Pre-school - 5th grade)
Chi Rho and CYF (Grades 6-12)
Handicap facilities are available

David Neas, Pastor
LaNette Parker, Administrative Assistant
Office Hours 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM Monday – Friday
Phone: (319) 472-2153
E-mail address: firstchchurch@hotmail.com

