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I’ve been tearing down the old calendars and putting up the new
ones. Even though I use the calendar on my phone and computer for
many things, there is something extremely satisfying to this old coot
about having an old-fashioned paper calendar on the wall and on my
desk.
In the traditional church calendar, the New Year always
starts with Epiphany Sunday. “Epiphany” means, an appearance or manifestation especially of a divine being; a usually sudden manifestation or perception of the essential
nature or meaning of something; an intuitive grasp of reality through something (such
as an event) usually simple and striking an illuminating discovery, realization, or disclosure (according to the Merriam-Webster dictionary). We celebrate Epiphany as the time
when the Wise Men from the east came to pay tribute to the Christ child. That encounter
traditionally marks the revelation of Christ as Messiah to the Gentiles. In a way, that encounter is a preview of most of the New Testament in a nutshell.
January will be a time of rest and renewal for Dale and I. I will be taking vacation from January 13 through 24. We will leave after church on Sunday, January 13,
and fly to Florida. I will return on Thursday afternoon, January 24. I am excited for you
to have as guest speaker on Sunday, January 20, Pastor Stasia Fine. Stasia was pastor of New Disciples in Cedar Rapids. She is currently not serving a church, but she is
deeply involved in planning for the Disciples’ General Assembly in Des Moines this
coming July. Her text for January 20 is John 15:1-5, the text for the Assembly, featuring the theme “Abide In Me.” I know Stasia will bring you a strong and inspiring message.
I will also be out of the office, but able to return in case of emergency on January 28-30 as I attend the annual Upper Midwest Minister’s Institute at the Conference
Center in Newton.
As we begin the New Year, I pray that we will each have our own Epiphanies—
our own new perceptions of the essential nature of things. Sometimes that kind of perception comes in a flash, as it did to Paul on the road to Damascus. Sometimes it
comes slowly, creeping into my awareness almost without my being aware that it is
coming until it arrives. For all of us, I pray that in our personal lives and in our congregational life, this may be a year of new awareness, new understanding, and of spiritual
growth.
Pastor Dave

NEWS FROM THE BOARD
General Board met on Tuesday, ary Fund. We made $133 from
December 11, 2018.
soup luncheon. We delivered 85
pounds of food the pantry. We
Church Clerk: no changes
delivered 13 SHARE Boxes and
Financial Secretary: Things look 4 Reverse Advent boxes.
ok with end of year payments.
Stewardship: nothing to report
Treasurer’s: We came out even
Memorial: no change
this month. Christmas gifts to
employees were raised to $50.
Scholarship: no change
Worship: Talked about special
music for the Christmas Eve
service and Benediction music.

Pastor Relations: met tonight and
condolences were given to Pastor Dave on the passing of his
brother, the church will do whatOutreach: $271.61 available in
funds. We discussed putting the ever is needed during Pastor’s
balance into Pastor’s Discretion- absence this week.

Trustees Report:
(NEXT MEETING: January 6….9:30am)
Again as last month, not much going on right now.
The Sanctuary looks awesome. The big wreath up
front is just beautiful. All of you who were there to
decorate did a great job! Thank you!
Hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas with
family and friends.

CF: We assembled and passed out
Homebound plates
Trustees: Chairs didn’t sell so they
are back on sale. Sanctuary looks
great with all the decorations.
Pastor’s Report: Thank you to everyone who helped decorate the
church on Dec. 1. Also a big thank
you Brendan, Lisa and Kathy and
others who helped clean up the
CE storage room and youth room.
General Board meetings are open
to all and are held on the 2nd
Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm

Thank you for all the Christmas
cards and gifts...treats, gift cards,
candles, momentos...the list goes
on and on. And a BIG thank you to
the church for the gift certificate to
the Ox Yoke Inn. We do like to eat
there. Pastor Dave and Dale

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! See you next year!

FCC Vision and Mission Statement
Vision Statement: First Christian Church of Vinton, Iowa commits to grow
in covenant with God, one another, and community.
Mission Statement: To meet this vision, we unite as the body of Christ through
worship, study, prayer, fellowship and service.
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From the Worship Team...
Worship Team wants to thank everyone who participated in the
special music during Advent.
This team will probably take a breath as to specials for a while,
but we hope to be active in providing special music again during
Lent, starting in March.
Along the way, we may have a few surprises during worship on other Sundays as well.

INSTALLATION, MEETING, TRAINING ON JANUARY 6
In addition to the regular worship service on the first Sunday of the New Year, there will be a brief installation of new and
returning officers and committee chairs during the during. Pastor Dave wants to be sure that we recognize the efforts we
get from our volunteers. If you are not an officer or chair, you may hear about a ministry of our church that you want to
participate. You can participate in any of our committees whether or not you are an official member of the Congregation,
but only members can be Deacons, Elders, or Committee Chairs.
After church on January 6, there will be a brief Congregational meeting to correct the errors in the Nominating Committee report that was presented at the Annual Meeting on November 18. The congregation will also be asked to vote on a
change to the Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws that would do away with the three-year term limit on officers and
committee chairs. This amendment is being brought forth because we have fewer people able and willing to step forward and take these jobs than we did previously.
Then Deacons and Elders, both new and returning, are asked to stay a few more minutes for a training and walk
through of their duties when serving.

JANUARY VERSES
6
13
20
27

Psalm 96:10-13 and Matthew 2:1-23
Psalm 2:7-8 and Matthew 3:1-17
Luke 15:1-5 (Special Speaker: Stasia Fine)
Psalm 1:1-3 and Matthew 5:1-20

Volume 1, Issue 1

Page 3

Christian Education

The Christian Education team wants to thank everyone who helped put on the Christmas play on
December 16. Lisa Rule found the play online, adapted it for our group, and coordinated the practices. Brendan
Rule and Kathy Miller helped with rehearsals, as did the weekly volunteer helpers and others. The kids did a
great job with limited practice time.
We are planning for Wednesday Night Youth, which will start up again for the spring on January 9. We want to
take some of the older Youth to a “Casting Crowns” concert on April 13 at the US Cellular Center. We
will be giving more information about this event in the next few weeks. We also wish to invite members
of the congregation and their families to join us if they wish to purchase tickets. We plan to provide
tickets for the participants in Wednesday Night Youth who are sixth graders or above.
The committee is interested in the decision the church will be making soon about the possibility of hiring a
“Youth/Young Adults” director.
Sunday School continues, with large numbers in the Primary grades and smaller but enthusiastic numbers
among the older youth and in the Adult Sunday School class.

MID-WEEK
YOUTH MEALS
January 2
January 9
January 16
January 23
January 30

No Meeting
Dave & Dale N.
Rick & Sue E.
Morris & Ida H.
Jeff & Angie D.

Jim and Elaine Hilliard
3020 Duckhorn Cove
Marion, IA 52302

MID-WEEK YOUTH HELPERS:
January
January
January
January
January

2
9
16
23
30

No meeting

Mission and Outreach
Dale Neas, chairperson

The Mission and Outreach committee met on December 6.
We had $271.61 funds that could be spent. We discussed putting the balance in the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund with Board approval. Sandy Hamilton made the motion to approve,
2nd by Diana Whitson , approved. We made $133 from the Soup Luncheon and the loose
change can.
Special Offerings during the year: Week of Compassion, Easter Offering, Pentecost Offering, Reconciliation Offering, Thanksgiving Special Offering, and Christmas Special Offering
(Pastor Dave talked about this offering)
Old Business: We placed 4 Thanksgiving Share Boxes: 2 in Vinton, 1 in Mt. Auburn and 1 in
Atkins. We have the same number of tags on the Angel Tree as last year-10 teens, 20 kids.
They are going fast. We delivered 85lbs. of food to the food pantry for November.
New Business: We have 13 Christmas Share Boxes to place. We will place 8 in homes identified by Sandy Hamilton and she will deliver those. Pastor Dave will deliver the rest. We decided on 4 Reverse Advent Boxes. Jamie will find boxes to put out in the Narthex.

Fellowship Time
January 6
January 13
January 20
January 27

Sam Hite
Dorothy Albert
Sue Erickson
Ida Higgins

Chuck and Pat Dennison
Methwick Manor
1224 13th Street Apt. 315
Cedar Rapids, IA 52405
It is a retirement community and
we invite you to stop by any time!

I would like to thank everyone at First Christian Church for
all the gifts and cards I received this Christmas.
Also, thank you for all the support you have given Angel
Tree. I deeply appreciate it and so do the kids!
God Bless, LaNette

A big thank you to our church family for the wonderful tray of
goodies. We feel so special. Thank you Kathy Miller for bringing
them to us.
We will see all of you in April of 2019, as we are leave for Arizona
on the 29th of December.
Our new address out there is 309 East Washington Street,
Florence, AZ 85132
Love to all—Dale and Roberta Bohnsack

Board Considering Hiring a Youth/Young Adult Director
Pastor Dave has initiated a discussion about the possibility of hiring a part-time person to help Christian
Education by providing support for Sunday School teachers, assisting in the current Wednesday Night
Youth program, and possibly instituting new programming for older youth and young adults. Such a program would be funded partially by income from the Edna Shain bequest and partly from reserves.
The proposal involves taking a calculated risk to expand the ministries of this church, and like any such
venture, there is a possibility of either success or failure.
At the December board meeting, the Board engaged in a preliminary discussion and Moderator Craig
Streeter encouraged the Board to pray over and think about the proposal. In January, the Board will discuss whether to form a working group to develop a specific proposal and a proposed budget. Consideration of this proposal requires prayerful and respectful input from everyone.
Please attend the January Board meeting or let a Board member know your feelings on the proposal.
We need full input and honest discussion, pro and con, before proceeding or deciding not to proceed
with this idea.

JANUARY
05
09
16
17
18
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
31

Laura Nichols
Melody Spence
Tanya Buchtela
Diana Whitson
Walt Grimes
Karen Moubry
Dennis Hummel
Jim Kearns
Harold Cassens
Joyce Calvert
Taylor Anderson
Angie Downs
Ann. Mark & Jennie Anderson
Mary Bell
Peggy Malone
Sue Erickson
Cathy Hummel
Jill Sutton
Ann. Carl & Marian Kahler
Ann. Dale & Roberta Bohnsack
Matt DeVries

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS
November 25
December 2
December 9
December 16
December 23

56
71
65
97
70

$1,310.00
$2,635.00
$1,886.50
$8,583.00
$1,176.20

$ Needed per week
Avg received per Sun

$2,351.31
$3,118.14

Total Worship Attendance
Average Worship Attendance

359
72

SERVING THIS MONTH
Elders:
Diaconate:

Melody Spence
Della Berger
Madyson Rule
Tamya Buchtela
Vicki Streeter

C/W
C/W
P
F
extra

Greeters:

Cameron and Calen Downs

Worship Leader:
Melody Spence

Children’s Sermon:
January 6 Lisa Rule
January 13
January 20
January 27

Newsletter Postage

Enclosed is a check for $40.00 to help cover the
postage for the newsletter.
Your Name________________________
Please place this in the box
in the office or in the offering plate

Thank you to our anonymous friend for
supplying the Postage for January

Dale and I wish to thank everyone
for your kind expressions of sympathy
at the time of our loss of my brother Jim.
It is much appreciated, as is the way
everyone stepped up to make the
December 16 service and Christmas play
go smoothly. It is an honor to walk
with you all.
Pastor Dave

VISIT THE WEBSITE:
Firstchristianchurchvintonia.org

Published monthly by the First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
1209 West 13th Street, Vinton Iowa 52349
The deadline to submit articles for the next issue of the
“Disciples Messenger” is January 23, 2019 Word File if possible.

Sunday School 9:00 AM (Sept-April)
Sunday Worship Service 10:15 AM
Nursery is available.
Mid-Week Youth --- Wednesdays 5:30pm (Sept-April)
(Pre-school - 5th grade)
Chi Rho and CYF (Grades 6-12)
Handicap facilities are available

David Neas, Pastor
LaNette Parker, Administrative Assistant
Office Hours 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM Monday – Friday
Phone: (319) 472-2153
E-mail address: firstchchurch@hotmail.com

