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Do you ever feel like you are suspended in midair? Like something you
had a secure hold on a moment ago is gone, and you are flying through the air,
grasping desperately for the next thing to hold onto? Every feel like the individual pictured above—caught in that moment when you have lost hold on one
thing and haven’t yet figured out what is next?
Like most people, I have gone through many changes in my life—through
many times when I felt suspended between what felt like security and something
new—something I hoped would be better.
As I write this, I can look out my office window and see piles of snow,
bright sun, and birds flying back and forth in front of my window (probably
building nests in the downspouts!) The coming of Spring and the Easter season
reminds us that sometimes what has been in the past has to give way so that
something new can grow and flourish. I see our church in a state of transition.
The 1970’s, with full pews and rooms full of young people in every classroom, is
not coming back. Yet we are still called to serve and minister to a generation
that needs the love of God and the example of Christ at least as much, if not
more, as that earlier generation did.
As we plan for the future, I pray that we keep in mind Philippians 4:13:
“I can do all this through him who gives me strength.” We can do more than we
imagine is possible, even though the “all things” we can do depends on what
God has planned and what our own limitations are. But when we think we can’t
do enough, or even that we can’t do anything, let us remember that scripture
and also one that appears earlier in the same chapter in 4:4-7:
4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!
5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.
6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests
to God.
7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding,

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Let us live happily in change!
Pastor Dave

NEWS FROM THE BOARD
General Board met on Tuesday, $357.78; Donations to Food Bank
March 12, 2019.
down in January and February.
There will be a Potato Bar FundChurch Clerk: no changes
raiser on April 7.
Financial Secretary: Income was
Stewardship: Still on break.
up in March due to missing 2
Sundays in February.
Memorial: We spent $1000 as
Treasurer’s: We ended up in the down payment to Dave Morrow
for the Baptism Window and $50
negative for February because
of missing 2 Sundays in Febru- for a new couch in the youth
room.
ary.

Worship: Discussed Holy Week,
strategies, raising the cross on
Good Friday.
Outreach: Week of Compassion

Trustees Report:

Scholarship: We will be receiving
$4,982 in interest from the
Beasley Fund for camp scholarships.

Pastor Relations: no meeting.
CF: Just had a group discussion
because not much going on right
now.
Trustees: Having roof leaks from
snow and ice. Stanley Roofing
was out and put ice melt on
problem areas.
Pastor’s Report: Personnel
Committee met to review contract for pianist. Blackwood Legacy will be here June 27.
General Board meetings are
open to all and are held on the
2nd Tuesday of each month at
7:00pm

(NEXT MEETING: April 7….9:30am)

We are having lots of water (leaks) problems due to massive ice jam. We called Stanley Roofing.
They sent a representative to look at the problem. He took some snow off and put ice melt on it.
Carol called Stanley Roofing on March 12 and asked to check roof before the rain. They said
looked like it will run off ok. We will look further into the roof problem in the Spring.

FCC Vision and Mission Statement
Vision Statement: First Christian Church of Vinton, Iowa commits to grow
in covenant with God, one another, and community.
Mission Statement: To meet this vision, we unite as the body of Christ through
worship, study, prayer, fellowship and service.

Page 2

Disciple Messenger

From the Worship Team...
Worship Team met on March 11 and focused on Palm Sunday,
Holy Week and Easter. Once again, we will host the noon ecumenical service on Good Friday and plan to repeat the “Raising
of the Cross.” Many people found this service meaningful and
we are excited to offer it to our community again. An ecumenical quartet will provide some special music.
On Palm Sunday, the children will process with the Palms again. We are hoping to have the
choir process with them as we all sing. Adults in the congregation are welcome to walk with
us—perhaps we will begin a new tradition.
Maundy Thursday will give us an opportunity to ponder Jesus’ Last Supper with his disciples.
We will celebrate communion together and we hope to have the choir sing an invitation to
communion. Then the choir will invite us to Gethsemane along with scripture and meditations. We are not done yet! We hope we will have enough choir members to greet the Risen
Christ on Easter morning during our regular worship service.
WE NEED CHOIR MEMBERS!
Here is your opportunity to celebrate Easter with song! We will have a choir practice after
worship on Sunday, March 31, April 7 and April 14. Even if you do not sing, you are important
to our plans. Please attend Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter to worship with us. This is a wonderful time to renew our faith and commitment to God and our
church family!

April VERSES
7
14
21
28

Psalm 98:7-9 and Matthew 25:31-46
Psalm 118:25-29 and Matthew 21:1-17
Psalm 118:19-24 and Matthew 28:1-10
Psalm 40:9-10 and Matthew 28:16-20
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Christian Education
We are excited for the Casting Crowns Concert in April. We continue with Wednesday
Night Youth and Sunday School. Several of us are involved in helping develop a vision for
a wider and broader Youth and Young Adult Ministry.

SUMMER CAMP 2019
Live. Love. Camp.
Registration forms are on the
table in the Narthex and
are due back by April 1!

MID-WEEK
YOUTH MEALS
April 3
April 10
April 17
April 24

MID-WEEK YOUTH HELPERS:
April
April
April
April

3
10
17
24

Mission and Outreach
Dale Neas, chairperson
Mission and Outreach met on March 7. Week of Compassion offering:
$357.78 and from the Blessing Boxes we collected $81.78. Our next
special offering will be our Easter Offering on April 14 and 21.
We took a basketful of groceries to the Food Pantry. The shelves at the food pantry are low.
This reflects the need in Benton County at this time. The donations in the Food Pantry cart
was down. The need is great. The following figures are from the Food Pantry. All donations
stay in Benton County.
January: 57 households, 161 persons including children
February: 60 households, 157 persons including 49 children
The Pantry is open on Tuesday from 10am-4pm. That is serving 11 families per Tuesday in
January and 15 households in February.
Fan season is coming. We have two left. We gave out 28 last year. Dale will meet with Victoria Fink to see if she thinks this is still a viable program or is there something else that
needs attention to.
The committee has decided to change our meeting day to the 4th Thursday of the month
starting in May.
The committee decided to have a Baked Potato Bar Fundraiser on April 4. Free Will offering
and one item for the Food Pantry. We will serve Baked Potatoes and all the trimmings. Ice
Tea and Water to drink. The ladies will make cookie bars for us.

Fellowship Time
April 7
April 14
April 21
April 28

Nancy Geiken

As most of you know by now, the 2019 General Assembly of
the Disciples will be held in Des Moines this July 20-24. Pastor Dave
Is encouraging everyone who can to come to the opening Worship on
Saturday evening, July 20. There will be worship every evening
through Tuesday, July 23 and at noon on Wednesday, July 24. The
worship sessions are free and totally open to the public. Worship at
General Assembly is a wonderful and moving experience.
Also, on Sunday afternoon, July 21 from 2-4:00pm, the Upper Midwest will hold our 2019 Regional Gathering in Des
Moines. The timing of this Gathering is partly due to our wish as a Region to say goodbye to our Regional Minister, Bill
Spangler-Dunning. Bill has been with the Region for over 18 years, first as Associate Regional Minister for Youth and
Camping, and then for the last ten years as Regional Minister. He has led the Region through a challenging time of transition, downsizing, and of great revitalization, particularly in our wonderful camping and conference center ministry. Bill
is leaving to become Regional Minister of the Virginia Region.

This summer, Vinton will be celebrating
the 150th anniversary of its founding. Our
local churches are planning a community
church service for Sunday, August 18.
The time and location of the service are
still to be determined.

We will be enjoying three Christian concerts during the Spring, Summer, and Fall. We have had great interest in the Casting Crowns
Concert, which will be April 13 at 7:00pm at the US Cellular Center in Cedar Rapids. We
will be a part of a group of thirty people attending the concert from Vinton, over 20 of
whom have connections to our church and youth group.
Later in the summer and fall, First Christian will host two concerts of more traditional
gospel music here at the church. On Thursday evening, June 27 at 7:00pm, the Blackwood Legacy group will return to perform a concert at the church. This group performed
here three years ago and were very popular with the crowd who attended. Then in the
fall, the Southern Gospel group Grace Harmony will visit us for a concert on Sunday
evening, September 8. At both of these concerts, a love offering for the music ministry
of the group will be taken during the concert.
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SERVING THIS MONTH
Elders:

Rick Erickson and Jeff Downs

Ida Higgins
Dale Bruce
Ann. Lewie & Lynn Yoch
Roger Albert
Ann. Dave & Diana Whitson
Lisa Rule
Jill Fowler
Emma Fowler
Ann Edwards
Hunter Sloan
Nick Fowler

Diaconate:

Jamie Timmerman
Hanna Timmerman
Kate Timmerman
Kevin Timmerman
Libby Timmerman

Greeters:
ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS
February 24
March 3
March 10
March 17

church cancelled
61
$4,294.75
49
$2,595.00
40
$1,365.00

$ Needed per week
Avg received per Sun

$2,351.31
$2,751.58

Total Worship Attendance

150

Average Worship Attendance

50

Newsletter Postage

Enclosed is a check for $40.00 to help cover the
postage for the newsletter.
Your Name________________________
Please place this in the box
in the office or in the offering plate

Carl and Marian Kahler

Worship Leader:
Lisa Murdoch

Children’s Sermon:
April 7
April 14
April 21
April 28

C/W
C/W
P
F
extra

VISIT THE WEBSITE:
Firstchristianchurchvintonia.org

Published monthly by the First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
1209 West 13th Street, Vinton Iowa 52349
The deadline to submit articles for the next issue of the
“Disciples Messenger” April 17, 2019 Word File if possible.

Sunday School 9:00 AM (Sept-April)
Sunday Worship Service 10:15 AM
Nursery is available.
Mid-Week Youth --- Wednesdays 5:30pm (Sept-April)
(Pre-school - 5th grade)
Chi Rho and CYF (Grades 6-12)
Handicap facilities are available

David Neas, Pastor
LaNette Parker, Administrative Assistant
Office Hours 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM Monday – Friday
Phone: (319) 472-2153
E-mail address: firstchchurch@hotmail.com

