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                                    ñLiving in Times of Transitionò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Do you ever feel like you are suspended in midair?  Like something you 
had a secure hold on a moment ago is gone, and you are flying through the air, 
grasping desperately for the next thing to hold onto?  Every feel like the individ-
ual pictured aboveðcaught in that moment when you have lost hold on one 
thing and havenôt yet figured out what is next? 
 Like most people, I have gone through many changes in my lifeðthrough 
many times when I felt suspended between what felt like security and something 
newðsomething I hoped would be better. 
 As I write this, I can look out my office window and see piles of snow, 
bright sun, and birds flying back and forth in front of my window (probably 
building nests in the downspouts!) The coming of Spring and the Easter season 
reminds us that sometimes what has been in the past has to give way so that 
something new can grow and flourish.  I see our church in a state of transition.  
The 1970ôs, with full pews and rooms full of young people in every classroom, is 
not coming back.  Yet we are still called to serve and minister to a generation 
that needs the love of God and the example of Christ at least as much, if not 
more, as that earlier generation did. 
 As we plan for the future, I pray that we keep in mind Philippians 4:13: 
ñI can do all this through him who gives me strength.ò  We can do more than we 
imagine is possible, even though the ñall thingsò we can do depends on what 
God has planned and what our own limitations are.  But when we think we canôt 
do enough, or even that we canôt do anything, let us remember that scripture 
and also one that appears earlier in the same chapter in 4:4-7: 
 4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!  
 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.  
 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by 
    prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests  
    to God.  
 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding,  
    will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
Let us live happily in change!                                Pastor Dave 



General Board  met on Tuesday, 

March 12, 2019. 

Church Clerk: no changes 

Financial Secretary: Income was 

up in March due to missing 2 

Sundays in February. 

Treasurerôs: We ended up in the 

negative for February because 

of missing 2 Sundays in Febru-

ary. 

Worship: Discussed Holy Week, 

strategies, raising the cross on 

Good Friday. 

Outreach: Week of Compassion 

$357.78; Donations to Food Bank 

down in January and February. 

There will be a Potato Bar Fund-

raiser on April 7. 

Stewardship: Still on break. 

Memorial: We spent $1000 as 

down payment to Dave Morrow 

for the Baptism Window and $50 

for a new couch in the youth 

room. 

Scholarship: We will be receiving 

$4,982 in interest from the 

Beasley Fund for camp scholar-

ships. 

Pastor Relations: no meeting. 

CF: Just had a group discussion 

because not much going on right 

now. 

Trustees: Having roof leaks from 

snow and ice. Stanley Roofing 

was out and put ice melt on 

problem areas.  

Pastorôs Report: Personnel 

Committee met to review con-

tract for pianist. Blackwood Leg-

acy will be here June 27. 

General Board meetings are 

open to all and are held on the 

2nd Tuesday of each month at 

7:00pm 

 

FCC Vision and Mission Statement 
 

Vision Statement: First Christian Church of Vinton, Iowa commits to grow  

in covenant with God, one another,  and community. 

 

Mission Statement: To meet this vision, we unite as the body of Christ through  

worship, study, prayer, fellowship and service. 
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NEWS FROM THE BOARD           

Trustees Report:   (NEXT MEETING: April 7é.9:30am)   
 

7ô ðāô ÷ðąøýö ûþăĂ þõ Ćðăôā ˭ûôðúĂˮ ÿāþñûôüĂ óĄô ăþ üðĂĂøąô øòô ùðü˅ 7ô òðûûôó 3ăðýûôĈ 2þþɯýö˅ 

4÷ôĈ Ăôýă ð āôÿāôĂôýăðăøąô ăþ ûþþú ðă ă÷ô ÿāþñûôü˅ (ô ăþþú Ăþüô ĂýþĆ þɬ ðýó ÿĄă øòô üôûă þý øă˅ 

#ðāþû òðûûôó 3ăðýûôĈ 2þþɯýö þý -ðāò÷ юя ðýó ðĂúôó ăþ ò÷ôòú āþþõ ñôõþāô ă÷ô āðøý˅ 4÷ôĈ Ăðøó 

ûþþúôó ûøúô øă Ćøûû āĄý þɬ þú˅ 7ô Ćøûû ûþþú õĄāă÷ôā øýăþ ă÷ô āþþõ ÿāþñûôü øý ă÷ô 3ÿāøýö˅ 
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    CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ¢ŜŀƳΦΦΦ 
²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ¢ŜŀƳ ƳŜǘ ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ мм ŀƴŘ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ tŀƭƳ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ 

Iƻƭȅ ²ŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ 9ŀǎǘŜǊΦ hƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ƙƻǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƻƴ ŜŎǳπ

ƳŜƴƛŎŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ DƻƻŘ CǊƛŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ǊŜǇŜŀǘ ǘƘŜ άwŀƛǎƛƴƎ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ǊƻǎǎΦέ aŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ 

ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻũŜǊ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ !ƴ ŜŎǳƳŜƴƛπ

Ŏŀƭ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƳǳǎƛŎΦ 

hƴ tŀƭƳ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tŀƭƳǎ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƘƻƛǊ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ǎƛƴƎΦ !Řǳƭǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ 

ǳǎτǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴΦ 

aŀǳƴŘȅ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǇƻƴŘŜǊ WŜǎǳǎΩ [ŀǎǘ {ǳǇǇŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΦ 

²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻƛǊ ǎƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻƛǊ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ǳǎ ǘƻ DŜǘƘǎŜƳŀƴŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŘƛǘŀπ

ǝƻƴǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŘƻƴŜ ȅŜǘΗ ²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŎƘƻƛǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƎǊŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ wƛǎŜƴ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘ ƻƴ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ 

²9 b995 /IhLw a9a.9w{Η 

IŜǊŜ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƴƎΗ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƘƻƛǊ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ ŀƊŜǊ 

ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ aŀǊŎƘ омΣ !ǇǊƛƭ т ŀƴŘ !ǇǊƛƭ мпΦ 9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǎƛƴƎΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 

ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǇƭŀƴǎΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŀǧŜƴŘ tŀƭƳ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ aŀǳƴŘȅ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ DƻƻŘ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǿƻǊπ

ǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƴŜǿ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΗ 

April VERSES  
 

7 Psalm 98:7-9 and Matthew 25:31-46 

14 Psalm 118:25-29 and Matthew 21:1-17 

21 Psalm 118:19-24 and Matthew 28:1-10  

28 Psalm 40:9-10 and Matthew 28:16-20 



DNEOPE=JË!@Q?=PEKJ 

We are excited for the Casting Crowns Concert in April. We continue with Wednesday 

Night Youth and Sunday School. Several of us are involved in helping develop a vision for 

a wider and broader Youth and Young Adult Ministry. 

MID-WEEK  

YOUTH MEALS 
 

 

       April 3     

      April 10 

      April 17 

      April 24 
       
 

  

 

  

MID-WEEK YOUTH HELPERS: 
 

April 3 
April 10 
April 17 
April 24 
 

SUMMER CAMP 2 0 19 
Live. Love. Camp. 

Registration forms are on the  

table in the Narthex and  

are due back by April 1! 



Mission and Outreach met on March 7. Week of Compassion offering: 

$357.78 and from the Blessing Boxes we collected $81.78. Our next 

special offering will be our Easter Offering on April 14 and 21.  

 

We took a basketful of groceries to the Food Pantry. The shelves at the food pantry are low. 

This reflects the need in Benton County at this time. The donations in the Food Pantry cart 

was down. The need is great. The following figures are from the Food Pantry. All donations 

stay in Benton County.  

 

January: 57 households, 161 persons including children  

February: 60 households, 157 persons including 49 children  

 

The Pantry is open on Tuesday from 10am -4pm. That is serving 11 families per Tuesday in 

January and 15 households in February.  

 

Fan season is coming. We have two left. We gave out 28 last year. Dale will meet with Victo-

ria Fink to see if she thinks this is still a viable program or is there something else that 

needs attention to.  

 

The committee has decided to change our meeting day to the 4th Thursday of the month 

starting in May.  

 

The committee decided to have a Baked Potato Bar Fundraiser on April 4. Free Will offering 

and one item for the Food Pantry. We will serve Baked Potatoes and all the trimmings. Ice 

Tea and Water to drink. The ladies will make cookie bars for us.  

Mission and Outreach  
Dale Neas, chairperson 

Fellowship Time 
April 7 

April 14 Nancy Geiken 

April 21 

April 28 



      As most of you know by now, the 2019 General Assembly of 

      the Disciples will be held in Des Moines this July 20-24. Pastor Dave 

      Is encouraging everyone who can to come to the opening Worship on  

       Saturday evening, July 20. There will be worship every evening 

        through Tuesday, July 23 and at noon on Wednesday, July 24. The 

        worship sessions are free and totally open to the public. Worship at 

        General Assembly is a wonderful and moving experience. 

 

Also, on Sunday afternoon, July 21 from 2-4:00pm, the Upper Midwest will hold our 2019 Regional Gathering in Des 

Moines. The timing of this Gathering is partly due to our wish as a Region to say goodbye to our Regional Minister, Bill 

Spangler-Dunning. Bill has been with the Region for over 18 years, first as Associate Regional Minister for Youth and 

Camping, and then for the last ten years as Regional Minister. He has led the Region through a challenging time of tran-

sition, downsizing, and of great revitalization, particularly in our wonderful camping and conference center ministry. Bill 

is leaving to become Regional Minister of the Virginia Region. 

This summer, Vinton will be celebrating 
the 150th anniversary of its founding. Our 
local churches are planning a community 
church service for Sunday, August 18. 
The time and location of the service are 
still to be determined. 

We will be enjoying three Christian concerts dur-

ing the Spring, Summer, and Fall. We have had great interest in the Casting Crowns 

Concert, which will be April 13 at 7:00pm at the US Cellular Center in Cedar Rapids. We 

will be a part of a group of thirty people attending the concert from Vinton, over 20 of 

whom have connections to our church and youth group. 

 

Later in the summer and fall, First Christian will host two concerts of more traditional 

gospel music here at the church. On Thursday evening, June 27 at 7:00pm, the Black-

wood Legacy group will return to perform a concert at the church. This group performed 

here three years ago and were very popular with the crowd who attended. Then in the 

fall, the Southern Gospel group Grace Harmony will visit us for a concert on Sunday 

evening, September 8. At both of these concerts, a love offering for the music ministry 

of the group will be taken during the concert. 

 



APRIL  
 
04 Ida Higgins 
06 Dale Bruce 
 Ann. Lewie & Lynn Yoch 
08 Roger Albert 
 Ann. Dave & Diana Whitson 
10 Lisa Rule 
17 Jill Fowler 
19 Emma Fowler 
24 Ann Edwards 
 Hunter Sloan 
29 Nick Fowler 
 
 
 
  
 

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS 
 February 24   church cancelled 
 March 3  61 $4,294.75 
 March 10  49 $2,595.00 
 March 17  40 $1,365.00 
     
 
             

$ Needed per week  $2,351.31 

Avg received per Sun          $2,751.58 
 

Total Worship Attendance 150 
 
Average Worship Attendance 50 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Postage 
Enclosed is a check for $40.00 to help cover the 
postage for the newsletter. 
 
Your Name________________________ 

Please place this in the box  
in the office or in the offering plate 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SERVING THIS MONTH 
 
Elders: 
Rick Erickson and Jeff Downs 
 
 
Diaconate: 
Jamie Timmerman  C/W 
Hanna Timmerman  C/W 
Kate Timmerman   P 
Kevin Timmerman  F  
Libby Timmerman  extra  
 
 
Greeters: 
Carl and Marian Kahler 
 
 
Worship Leader: 
Lisa Murdoch 
 
 
Childrenõs Sermon:  
April 7 
April 14 
April 21 
April 28 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
  

  
 
 

 
 
 



Published monthly by the First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
1209 West 13th Street, Vinton Iowa 52349 

The deadline to submit articles for the next issue of the  
ñDisciples Messengerò April 17, 2019 Word File if possible.  

Sunday School 9:00 AM (Sept-April) 
Sunday Worship Service 10:15 AM 

Nursery is available. 
 

Mid-Week Youth --- Wednesdays 5:30pm (Sept-April) 
(Pre-school - 5th grade)    

Chi Rho and CYF (Grades 6-12)    
                                  

Handicap facilities are available 

 David Neas, Pastor   
 LaNette Parker, Administrative Assistant 

                                                                  
Office Hours 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM  Monday ï Friday 

Phone:  (319) 472-2153      E-mail address:  firstchchurch@hotmail.com 

VISIT THE WEBSITE:  

Firstchristianchurchvintonia.org  


