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To inform the congregation of the happenings and possibilities at FCC
Email: firstchchurch@hotmail.com
One of my friends said the other day that the worst thing about January
is that February follows it. Some years it feels like February is the longest month, rather than the shortest. The winter hasn’t been too bad so
far, so let’s hope that isn’t the case this year.
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We do have an early Easter to look forward to. We begin the Lenten
season with Ash Wednesday services on February 14, and Easter falls
this year on April 1. Since the beginning of Lent is Valentine’s Day and the end is April
Fool’s Day, we can use those dates to remind us that we observe Lent because of God’s
love and desire that we love one another, and that the wisdom of the Lord is foolishness in
the eyes of the world. As Paul wrote:
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since the wisdom
of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased
through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe.
Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach Christ
crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those
whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and
the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom,
and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength. (I Cor. 1:20(b)-25)
So having Easter on a day the world celebrates as April Fool’s Day seems perfectly appropriate. This spring our Sunday morning worships will continue to be centered on the Gospel
of John. The series I am using will take us through the final events in Jesus’ earthly life and
ministry-events that I usually don’t have time to deal with very much in sermons, since so
much of significance is packed into those last few days.
I am also excited about the Lenten Study that we will be doing. It features the “I Am” statements from Jesus’ ministry. We will be meeting Sunday evenings at 6:00pm, starting February 18 and finishing up March 18, one week before Palm Sunday. We will be bringing light
snacks, such as cheese and crackers, chips and dips, fruit and veggies to munch on around
the table as we study and share our views of the claims Jesus made about His significance
to the world and to us. I hope you can join us.
So let’s do all we can to brighten the sometimes dreary days of February, and bring Spring
on as soon as possible! God bless all of you!
Pastor Dave

NEWS FROM THE BOARD
General Board met on Tuesday, January 9, 2018.

Treasurer’s: Wendy reports
December income was
Church Clerk: 1 death-Marion $20,000 and started 2018 with
a cushion.
Geiger.
Financial Secretary: Very
good “end of year” offerings;.many extra donations to
general fund and youth fund;
Christmas offering $185 for
Mission & Outreach; Christmas Eve offering $308 for
pastor’s discretionary account.

Worship: Christmas services
were well attended and went
well.
Christian Ed: We enjoyed the
movie night-41 people attended. It was a blast.
Mission/Outreach: There will
be a Soup Luncheon on February 4-freewill offering and 1

item for the food pantry. We
have two new members: Ida
Higgins and Angie Wilson.
Stewardship/Finance: nothing
new.
Memorial: Dave Morrow is
moved and back working on the
windows for the sanctuary.
Scholarship: Joy has filled out
the paper work.
Pastoral Relations: did not
meet.
CF: served a luncheon for Marion Geiger.

Trustees Report:
Update for the Month of February
The trustees are planning for the coming year. We will be looking at repairing
or replacing two of the doors at the back of the church that need repair.
We plan to ask for bids on lawncare for next year. If you or someone you know
is interested in bidding, please let Carol, Dave or Craig know.
Next Trustee meeting will be Sunday, February 11 at 9:30am

CC Vision and Mission
Statement
Vision Statement: First Christian
Church of Vinton, Iowa commits to grow in
covenant with God, one another,
and community.
Mission Statement: To meet this vision,
we unite as the body of Christ through
worship, study, prayer, fellowship.
and service.
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From the Worship Team...
We are already discussing Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, and Easter services. Carol Gibbs
ordered two new banners that will be hung in the sanctuary before Easter. Our church will be
hosting the Ecumenical Good Friday service on March 30 at noon. This will be an extra-special
“Raising of the Cross” service. Envelopes will be on the table in the Narthex for memorial Easter Lilies. God Bless, Rachel
Rachel Bonar

FEBRUARY VERSES
February 4
February 11
February 18
February 25

Volume 1, Issue 1

Psalm 42:1-3
Psalm 27:1-4
Psalm 104:27-34
Psalm 51:7-12

John 4:1-42
John 9:1-41
John 11:1-44
John 13:1-17
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Christian Education
It has been a busy holiday season with our youth...we had lots of fun going caroling
to the shut ins and nursing homes.
Brendan dropped the ball on getting the skating rink reserved so instead of going
skating we are going to be having a NERF GUN WAR at the church on Wednesday,
January 31 to allow the kids to blow off some steam because that is the week the
kids will be cooped up at school doing their yearly testing. We will try and get the
skating rink booked in April sometime to possibly cap off our youth group year.
Thank you from the Christian Education team.

MID-WEEK
YOUTH MEALS
February 7 Dave & Dale Neas
February 14 Sandy Hamilton
February 21 Rick & Sue Erickson
February 28

Fellowship Time
February
February
February
February

4
11
18
25

Ida Higgins
Mary McInroy

Mission and Outreach
December was a big success. We received 7 “thank you’s” from various families.
After much discussion, it was decided to have a Soup Luncheon on Sunday, February 4. It
will be a free will offering plus one item for the Food Pantry. We will put out a sign-up
sheet asking for cookies. The money raised will be for Mission & Outreach projects.
We discussed a project for the Food Pantry. We will announce every other week, beginning on January 14, an item to bring the following week to be put into the Food Pantry
cart. At the end of the month the food will be blessed and taken to the food pantry. This
will be an ongoing project.
We also discussed the Share Program. This is a program that is for everyone that wants
quality food at a reasonable price.
The committee received a packet for the Week of Compassion. Sandy will go through the
packet and work with the information. Week of Compassion is February 18.
We have two new members to the Mission and Outreach team: Ida Higgins & Angie Wilson
Respectfully submitted, Dale Neas, chairperson

ASH WEDNESDAY Service
Wednesday, February 14
6:30pm

My family and I wanted to thank everyone for choosing us again this year to be one of the families included in the Jenny Whitson reverse advent. Duane and I enjoyed watching the kids open their presents. Jaxson and Raedyn has enjoyed every present they opened. We would also like to thank you for
the meal we received as well as the cookie tray. I can never thank the members of my church enough
for all you’ve done for my family. Duane, Tanya Buchtela and family

*********************************************************************************************************************

Thank you to our church family for the nice Christmas plant we received. We really
are enjoying it. George and Oma Eckhart
********************************************************************
Thank you for the Christmas Plate of goodies.

Wanda McNitt

****************************************************************************************
Thank you so much for your very generous scholarship money. It will be very
helpful when paying for my schooling. I am very blessed to belong to such an
amazing church. Thank you again for the scholarship and the help along my
college journey. Joy Beth Whitson
*************************************************************************************
Thank you First Christian Church, my 2nd church home, for the Christmas gift and
all the “thank you’s” for my service I have received this Christmas season. You are
all a wonderful group of people that I enjoy calling my FRIENDS!!! LaNette Parker
*******************************************************************

EASTER IS COMING FASTER THAN WE THINK!!!
Once again we will be asking for donations for Easter Lilies. Easter is April 1. Envelopes
for a designated donation to have a lily in memory of someone will be available on
March 4 and due back on March 18. We usually have more donations than the lilies cost
and the extra money is then used for something in the community that comes up during
the year. The extra money from last year’s lilies was donated to the Vinton-Shellsburg
After Prom Committee to help keep the young people safe as they celebrate their Prom.

FEBRUARY 2018
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Holly Werning
Ann. Roger & Dorothy Albert
Jeff Downs
Joann Welbes
Bryan Edwards
Katie Hancock
Monika White
Roger Calvert
Ann. Rick & Sue Erickson
Ann. Craig & Vicki Streeter
Ann. Jim & Linda Kearns
Ann. Sandy Noren & Mike Pettinger
Hanna Timmerman
Edna Eldridge
Dave Whitson
Nancy Geiken

SERVING THIS MONTH
Elders:

Lynn Yoch and Morris Higgins

Diaconate:

Kevin Timmerman
Libby Timmerman
Jamie Timmerman
Hanna Timmerman
Kate Timmerman

C/W
C/W
P
F
extra

Greeters:

Sandy Hamilton

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS
December 31
January 7
January 14
January 21

40
53
45
60

$1,161.00
$2,520.00
$1,110.00
$1,333.00

$ Needed per week
Avg received per Sun

$2,351.31
$1,531.00

Total Worship Attendance
Average Worship Attendance

198
50

Newsletter Postage

Enclosed is a check for $40.00 to help cover the
postage for the newsletter.
Your Name________________________
Please place this in the box
in the office or in the offering plate

Worship Leader:
Melody Spence

Children’s Sermon:
February 4
February 11
February 18
February 25

Sandy Hamilton
Brendan Rule

MISSIONARY
ANNE GREGORY

Will be here on Wednesday, March 14
NOON LUNCHEON
Open for everyone
and then will meet with the YOUTH
at 5:30pm

VISIT THE WEBSITE:
Firstchristianchurchvintonia.org

Published monthly by the First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
1209 West 13th Street, Vinton Iowa 52349
The deadline to submit articles for the next issue of the
“Disciples Messenger” is February 14, 2018
All articles must be submitted in writing – a Word File if possible.

Sunday School 9:00 AM (Sept-April)
Sunday Worship Service 10:15 AM
Nursery is available.
Mid-Week Youth --- Wednesdays 5:30pm (Sept-April)
(Pre-school - 5th grade)
Chi Rho and CYF (Grades 6-12)
Handicap facilities are available

David Neas, Pastor
LaNette Parker, Administrative Assistant
Office Hours 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM Monday – Friday
Phone: (319) 472-2153
E-mail address: firstchchurch@hotmail.com

