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Email: firstchchurch@hotmail.com
As we head into February, and (I hope) out of the
deep freeze this Iowa winter has become, I will be working
with groups and teams to plan another calendar year in the
life of the church. Among the exciting things coming up, I
am hoping we can plan and carry out three or four “day
camps” that will provide special experiences for young people this summer, most likely replacing traditional Bible
School. Later this summer, Vinton will celebrate its sesquicentennial and part of that celebration will include a community church service, probably in Celebration Park. In our own congregation, we will see work
begin on the next to last of the stained glass windows in our sanctuary and
will be making a decision on the possibility of an expanded ministry for youth
and young families.
Most exciting of all are the things that we know will happen by serendipity—a lovely word that describes the happy accidents that occur along the
way, providing glimpses of God working in us as individuals, as a congregation, and as a community. If we are prepared, close to God, looking for opportunities to witness to God’s love and concern for all, then these happy accidents will happen and God will send us some amazing and surprising experiences.
In working toward these experiences, we need participation from as
many of you as we can get. Some of our teams and committees are working
well and coming up with great things. I really don’t know of any of our teams
or committees that are failing to do good things. Yet from time to time we
need new people bringing fresh energy and fresh ideas to some of our
teams. Right now, Worship Team has done a great job with special music
through the holidays and with planning and executing weekly worship. But it
is a team that is operating with just a few people and we could really use
some more involvement and new options for the coming year. If you would
like to see fresher and more varied expressions of worship, please consider
joining that team, which meets the second Thursday of each month at 7:00
pm.
On Sunday mornings in February, we will be working through the
Book of Matthew. We will have two Sunday mornings in which we continue
to look at sections of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. In Matthew’s account of
Jesus’ ministry, Matthew 5, 6, and 7 contain some of the most important
preaching and teachings of Jesus. The focus of those chapters is on how we
can live in alignment with God’s wishes for us, in harmony with each other,
and in connection with the best features of our human nature. The last two
Sundays of the month, we will looking at parables Jesus told about patience,
faith, and courage. It’s a great way to equip ourselves for a new and exciting
year—whatever comes to us, good or bad.
God bless us all as we head into another year at First Christian.

NEWS FROM THE BOARD
General Board met on Tuesday, welcome a new member to our
January 8, 2018.
team, Jamie Timmerman.
Church Clerk: no changes

Stewardship: We are on a break.

Financial Secretary: Business as Memorial: no change
usual.
Scholarship: no change
Treasurer’s: We spent $6300
Pastor Relations: no meeting this
more than we took in last year.
month.
Worship: The team did not meet.
CF: 24 shut-in plates were delivDiscussion was made about
ered for the holidays.
cleaning the loft out.
Trustees: nothing to report
Outreach: $271.61 was transferred to the Pastor’s Discretion- Pastor’s Report: Deacons and
elders went through a brief trainary Fund. We collected $133
ing on January 6. LaNette is
from the soup luncheon. We

Trustees Report:

working on the Service Guide.
Donations are being collected for
the Casting Crowns concert and
for Vinton/Shellsburg After Prom.
Pastor Dave would like to form a
working group to discuss job
descriptions, hours, duties, qualifications and then bring the report to the board about hiring a
Youth Director.
General Board meetings are
open to all and are held on the
2nd Tuesday of each month at
7:00pm

(NEXT MEETING: February 10….9:30am)

Welcome Mark Anderson to the Trustees Team!
Remember, if you see anything that needs repair,
please fill out a blue “Work Order” slip that is on the bulletin board.
Then give it to a Trustee (Carol, Dave or Mark) or leave it in the office.

FCC Vision and Mission Statement
Vision Statement: First Christian Church of Vinton, Iowa commits to grow
in covenant with God, one another, and community.
Mission Statement: To meet this vision, we unite as the body of Christ through
worship, study, prayer, fellowship and service.
Page 2

Disciple Messenger

From the Worship Team...
Worship Team works with the Pastor and Pianist to provide song
leaders and special music.
Pastor Dave would also welcome ideas for ways to make worship
meaningful and vibrant. Our team needs more people, whether
or not you are “musical,” we could use your help.
We currently meet the second Thursday of each month. If you are interested in participating,
stop in at our meeting, (February 14 this month) or talk to Pastor Dave, Rachel Bonar, Vicki
Streeter, or Nancy Geiken.

FEBRUARY VERSES
3
10
17
24

Psalm 20:7 and Matthew 6:7-21
Psalm 37:16-18 and Matthew 7:1-14
Psalm 84:1-7 and Matthew 13:24-43
Psalm 95:1-5 and Matthew 14:13-33
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Christian Education
We have been effective by the weather and school closings.
Check back with us next month for an update on what’s happening and going to be happening. Happy Valentine’s Day!

VALENTINE’S DAY
POTLUCK
Sunday, February 10
WEAR RED!!!

MID-WEEK
YOUTH MEALS
February 6
February 13 Sandy Hamilton
February 20 Erickson’s
February 27

MID-WEEK YOUTH HELPERS:
February
February
February
February

6
13
20
27

McInroy’s

Mission and Outreach
Dale Neas, chairperson

The Mission and Outreach committee met on January 3.
$271.61 was transferred to the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. We made $133 from the Soup
Luncheon.

Special Offerings this year: Week of Compassion, Easter Offering, Pentecost Offering, Reconciliation Offering, Thanksgiving Special Offering, and Christmas Special Offering.
We placed 13 Christmas Share boxes, we filled 4 Reverse Advent boxes, and we helped 10
teens and 20 kids with Christmas gifts through Angel Tree. Thank you to everyone at
church!
We discussed the idea for a Community Thanksgiving dinner but decided this was too big of
a project for our church. Sandy will speak for Week of Compassion. We took a basket full of
groceries to the Food Pantry for the month of December. They have quit weighing it so we
do not have pounds to report.
The committee discussed looking for a movie that would be appropriate for our church family.

From the Christian Fellowship Team:

Fellowship Time
February 3

Angie Downs

February 10

Cameron Downs

February 17

Lisa Murdoch

February 24

Carole Phelps

Thank you to everyone who helped with funeral lunches,
potlucks, and everyone who provided food or helped in
the kitchen. Also, to the Trustees for moving tables
and chairs when needed. A special thank you to
Wendy, Karen, Diana, Joyce and Connie for all
their help through the last year.
Happy New Year to
everyone!
Vicki

Here’s some laughter to warm your hearts!
Q: What’s the best way to study the Bible?
A: You Luke into it.
Q: How do we know that a lot of people in the Bible used fertilizer?
A: Because they always said, “Lettuce spray.” (Let us pray).
Q. What do they call pastors in Germany ?
A. German Shepherds.
Q. Who was the greatest comedian in the Bible?
A. Samson. He brought the house down.

FEBRUARY
01
06
08
11
12
14
16
18
22

SERVING THIS MONTH
Elders:

Holly Werning
Ann. Roger & Dorothy Albert
Jeff Downs
Bryan Edwards
Monika White
Roger Calvert
Ann. Rick & Sue Erickson
Ann. Craig & Vicki Streeter
Ann. Jim & Linda Kearns
Hanna Timmerman
Edna Eldridge
Dave Whitson
Nancy Geiken

John Fowler and Craig Streeter

Diaconate:

Kevin Timmerman
Libby Timmerman
Jamie Timmerman
Hanna Timmerman
Kate Timmerman

C/W
C/W
P
F
extra

Greeters:
ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS
December 30
January 6
January 13
January 20

62
55
57
47

Jeff and Angie Downs

$1,881.25
$2,056.00
$1,545.88
$1,225.00

Worship Leader:

$ Needed per week
Avg received per Sun

$2,351.31
$1,677.03

Children’s Sermon:

Total Worship Attendance
Average Worship Attendance

221
55

Newsletter Postage

Enclosed is a check for $40.00 to help cover the
postage for the newsletter.
Your Name________________________
Please place this in the box
in the office or in the offering plate

Thank you to Dale and Roberta
Bohnsack for supplying the
postage for February

Tanya Buchtela

February 3
February 10
February 17
February 24

Sandy Hamilton
Brendan Rule

VISIT THE WEBSITE:
Firstchristianchurchvintonia.org

Published monthly by the First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
1209 West 13th Street, Vinton Iowa 52349
The deadline to submit articles for the next issue of the
“Disciples Messenger” is February 20, 2019 Word File if possible.

Sunday School 9:00 AM (Sept-April)
Sunday Worship Service 10:15 AM
Nursery is available.
Mid-Week Youth --- Wednesdays 5:30pm (Sept-April)
(Pre-school - 5th grade)
Chi Rho and CYF (Grades 6-12)
Handicap facilities are available

David Neas, Pastor
LaNette Parker, Administrative Assistant
Office Hours 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM Monday – Friday
Phone: (319) 472-2153
E-mail address: firstchchurch@hotmail.com

