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As I sit here writing this and contemplating
the mountains of snow around the edges of the
church parking lot, I once again find it hard to
believe that another Lenten Season is just
around the corner. I am hoping that we can say
good-bye to the cold and snow early in the
month of March, or at least have a few days that
tease us into accepting that Spring is indeed on its way. I
hope that a late Easter this year doesn’t mean a late Spring;
time will tell.
The Lenten season begins with our Ash Wednesday service on Wednesday, March 6. Lent is a time of contemplation.
We are to reflect on where we have fallen short. It is not unlike a time of mourning, but it is also a time of hope, for we always know that Easter is coming. Yet to get to Easter, we
have to go through Good Friday. Life is like that. God has good
things in store for us, but to get to the good times, we often
have to work our way through the bad. Not all Christians observe the special seasons of Lent and Advent, while some
Christians pay considerably more attention to those special
times than we in the Disciples tradition do. And, like everything involving Disciples, the degree to which we observe the
seasons of the church varies from congregation to congregation and even from individual to individual.
Here at First Christian Vinton, I hope we view Lent as a
means to an end, not as an end in itself. Lent is a time when
we contemplate, reflect, and grow. Just as we mourn for Jesus’ suffering during Lent, we need to reflect on how our sinful
natures as human beings fall short of our goals and sometimes
slip into destructive habits, words, and behaviors. But through
all that, we also need to remember that we have the gift of forgiveness and redemption. I always try to keep Psalm 30:5 uppermost in my heart and mind: “For his anger lasts only a
moment, but his favor lasts a lifetime; weeping may
stay for the night, but rejoicing comes in the morning.”
As we go through the Lenten Season, that’s a great verse to
have uppermost in our hearts.
God Bless us all, Pastor Dave

NEWS FROM THE BOARD
General Board met on Tuesday, Stewardship: Still on break.
February 19, 2018(postponed
Memorial: No change.
from February 12, 2019).
Scholarship: No change. We will
Church Clerk: no changes
be talking soon about camps
Financial Secretary: Business as coming up for the summer.
usual.
Pastor Relations: Met tonight with
Treasurer’s: We are down
a good meeting.
$4000 this month but it has been
CF: We had a really good turnout
a slower month.
for our Potluck. The Valentine
Worship: They had a good
drawings of names and reaching
meeting and discussed Ash
out to other members was a great
Wednesday and Lent season.
idea and turned out well.
Outreach: On break this month.

Trustees Report:

Trustees: Dave Whitson has
been busy changing out light

bulbs. He also came in and
mopped in the entry way, where
we have noticed a leak in the
ceiling.
Pastor’s Report: I was energized
by the Minister’s Institute in late
January. Camp registration
forms are out. I will be looking to
get the Personnel Committee
together soon with some issues
needing to be discussed.

General Board meetings are
open to all and are held on the
2nd Tuesday of each month at
7:00pm

(NEXT MEETING: March 10….9:30am)

Dave Whitson has been changing out light bulbs.
We have a leak in between the entrance doors from all the snow and now
we have a leak in the Narthex.
Remember, if you see anything that needs repair,
please fill out a blue “Work Order” slip that is on the bulletin board.
Then give it to a Trustee (Carol, Dave or Mark) or leave it in the office.

FCC Vision and Mission Statement
Vision Statement: First Christian Church of Vinton, Iowa commits to grow
in covenant with God, one another, and community.
Mission Statement: To meet this vision, we unite as the body of Christ through
worship, study, prayer, fellowship and service.

Page 2

Disciple Messenger

From the Worship Team...
The Worship Team met and discussed plans for Special Music
during Lent and at Easter.
Tentatively, we will have Special Music on Ash Wednesday. Final
plans for Palm Sunday and Easter will be completed at our
March 14 meeting.
We still could use a few more people on our team. Meetings are the 2nd Thursday at 7:00pm.

MARCH VERSES
3
10
17
24
31

Psalm 41:7-10 and Matthew 16:24-17:8
Psalm 32:1-2 and Matthew 18:15-35
Psalm 16:5-8 and Matthew 20:1-16
Psalm 45:6-7 and Matthew 22:1-14
Psalm 43:3-4 and Matthew 25:14-30

Volume 1, Issue 1
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Christian Education
We have been affected by the weather and school closings. Check back with us next
month for an update on what’s happening. Spring is almost here!

SUMMER CAMP 2019
Live. Love. Camp.
Registration forms are on the table
in the Narthex and are due back
by April 1!

MID-WEEK
YOUTH MEALS
March 6
March 13
March 20
March 27

Anderson’s
McInroy’s
Erickson’s
Neas’

MID-WEEK YOUTH HELPERS:
March
March
March
March

6 Sandy Hamilton
13 Sandy Hamilton
20
27

Mission and Outreach
Dale Neas, chairperson
The Mission and Outreach committee did not meet in
February. Watch for upcoming news, information and
events in April’s issue

All Things Bright and Beautiful
All things bright and beautiful,
All creatures great and small,
All things wise and wonderful,
The Lord God made them all.

The purple-headed mountain,
The river running by,
The sunset, and the morning,
That brightens up the sky.

He gave us eyes to see them,
And lips that we might tell,
How great is God Almighty,
Who has made all things well.

Each little flower that opens,
Each little bird that sings,
He made their glowing colors,
He made their tiny wings.

The cold wind in the winter,
The pleasant summer sun,
The ripe fruits in the garden,
He made them every one.

by Cecil Frances Alexander

Fellowship Time
March 3
March 10
March 17
March 24
March 31

Ruth Grimes
Sandy Hamilton
Dale Neas
Betty Fowler
Cameron Downs

CARD SHOWER
Oma Eckhart will be celebrating her 90th
birthday on March 7. Please send her a card
at the following address:
Oma Eckhart
250 5th Street #341
Keystone, IA 52249

We’re Going to a Concert!
The Christian group “Casting Crowns” is
coming to the US Cellular Center in Cedar
Rapids on Saturday, April 13 and First
Christian Church will be there. We have a
block of thirty tickets. We will be taking the
young people from our Youth Group who
have parental consent. Other members of
the Congregation may buy tickets and
many of you have spoken for the tickets.
Pastor Dave will be distributing individual
tickets beginning Sunday, March 3. Pastor
Dave purchased the tickets and the cost of
each ticket, with fees, came out to $27.15
each.
If you want to go, please pick up a ticket
by March 17. To insure that all tickets
are used, we will offer tickets to other
churches beginning March 17.

I have always been fascinated by Peter’s role in Christ’s ministry. Peter
struggled so hard to understand what
the ministry was about. Peter was so
human—hot-tempered, impulsive,
courageous and yet cowardly at
times. I will be leading a study of
Hamilton’s book during Lent. There
will be six Sunday evening sessions at
6:00, beginning Sunday, March 10 and
concluding on Palm Sunday evening,
April 14. I am also open to other
times. Each session will feature a
short video (approximately eleven
minutes) followed by a discussion of
one chapter of Hamilton’s book.
I am willing to hold sessions at
other times if there is demand. Please
consider attending this study; if you
cannot attend all the sessions, come
when you can. I’m as excited about
this study as I have been about any
studies I have led here.
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Elders:

Hannah Fowler
Madison Fowler
Glenn Spalding
Oma Eckhart
Ron Malone
Stan Geiken
Curtis Spence
Ann. John & Betty Fowler
Hudson Rule
Leah Miller
Viola McNeill
Ann. Drew & Mary McInroy
Danelle Fowler
Ann. Dick & Edna Eldridge
Virgil Werning
Marian Kahler
Keith Bonar
Mara Spalding

Jennie Anderson and Karen Moubry

Diaconate:

Angie Downs
Tanya Buchtela
Taylor Anderson
Della Berger
Mara Spalding

C/W
C/W
P
F
extra

Greeters:

Karen Moubry and Sandy Hamilton

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS
January 27
February 3
February 10
February 17

SERVING THIS MONTH

65
$1,392.25
59
$2,213.25
68
$ 965.50
church cancelled

$ Needed per week
Avg received per Sun

$2,351.31
$1,523.67

Total Worship Attendance
Average Worship Attendance

192
64

Newsletter Postage

Enclosed is a check for $40.00 to help cover the
postage for the newsletter.
Your Name________________________
Please place this in the box
in the office or in the offering plate

Worship Leader:
Ida Higgins

Children’s Sermon:
March
March
March
March
March
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Ida Higgins
Mary McInroy
Nancy Geiken

VISIT THE WEBSITE:
Firstchristianchurchvintonia.org

Published monthly by the First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
1209 West 13th Street, Vinton Iowa 52349
The deadline to submit articles for the next issue of the
“Disciples Messenger” March 20, 2019 Word File if possible.

Sunday School 9:00 AM (Sept-April)
Sunday Worship Service 10:15 AM
Nursery is available.
Mid-Week Youth --- Wednesdays 5:30pm (Sept-April)
(Pre-school - 5th grade)
Chi Rho and CYF (Grades 6-12)
Handicap facilities are available

David Neas, Pastor
LaNette Parker, Administrative Assistant
Office Hours 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM Monday – Friday
Phone: (319) 472-2153
E-mail address: firstchchurch@hotmail.com

