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A SINGULAR APPARITION ON HIGH
STREET

Preposterous Claims of "Scarlet Cabinets" and
Melodious Shadows Near the Churchyard

By Our Correspondent

HEARTHCOMBE — Late last Tuesday eve, a
scene of a most peculiar nature allegedly unfolded
near the gates of St. Brighid’s churchyard. Mr.
Arthur Pendelton, a resident of the parish, was
making his steady way home from the Lower Taps
—having, by his own admission, sampled a
measure of local draft—when he encountered a
highly singular pair lingering by the lane.

According to Mr. Pendelton, he was approached
by a remarkably tall gentleman wearing a wide-
brimmed hat and an absurdly long, woolen scarf.
This eccentric traveler offered Mr. Pendelton a
confection known as a "Jelly Baby" before
inquiring, in a highly animated fashion, for the
"coordinates of the twentieth century." Before
Arthur could offer a sensible reply, the gentleman's
spirited female companion swiftly scolded him for
"historical inaccuracy," hurrying him toward a
humming shadow near the hedge.
Mr. Pendelton maintains he was entirely lucid,
even when the mysterious pair vanished alongside
a strange sound resembling a "distressed cello."
....Con’t Pg3

COMMODORE WARD RETURNS TO
THE VALE

Private GWR Consist Arrives Quietly via the
Western Lines

HEARTHCOMBE — We are delighted to
report the safe return of Commodore Burton
Ward and his distinguished traveling party to the
valley following their historic journey to the
Balkans. Bypassing the busier eastern ports, the
Commodore's party landed at Weymouth on
Sunday evening, where a private GWR train
stood ready at the quayside to convey them
directly home to the Cotswolds.

The private train, consisting of two passenger
carriages and several freight wagons carrying
estate provisions, arrived at the Hearthcombe
siding under the cover of dusk. While the
Commodore has retired to his estate to
recuperate from his long travels, locals at the
Social House have already raised a glass to the
successful completion of his mission. 

The Lead Dispatch: Rail Gauge
Standardization

RAILWAY EXTENSION IN THE
WESTERN VALE:

Work has commenced in earnest on the
conversion of the old Western Vale narrow-gauge
line to full standard-gauge specifications. The
project is being actively supervised by Mr. Virgil
Stone, whose technical oversight at the boiler
house...Cont’d Pg3
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Local Dispatch

The High Street Telegraph Office:
"INCREASED TELEGRAPH TRAFFIC: The
Hearthcombe Post & Telegraph Office reports an
unusual surge in incoming trunk line cables this
past week, largely attributed to regional grain
brokers and holiday arrangements along the
quays."

Lower Taps Bridge Repairs:
"BRIDGE TIMBERS REPLACED: Council
workmen completed the reinforcement of the
timber decking at the Lower Taps stone bridge on
Thursday. Drivers of heavy steam-tractors are
reminded that the five-ton axle limit remains
strictly enforced."

Parish Churchyard Clock:
"PARISH CHIMES RESTORED: Following a
brief stoppage noted by several residents last
Tuesday night, the clock tower mechanism at St.
Brighid’s has been cleaned and re-oiled. Horologist
Mr. Cloutier assures the parish that the chimes are
once again striking true."

The Hearthcombe Cattle Market:
"SATURDAY CATTLE MARKET: A brisk trade
was recorded at the morning pens, with prime
Cotswold mutton fetching top prices. Bidding was
particularly lively among buyers representing
regional hospitality houses and estate larders."

PARISH PROCLAMATION
HEARTHCOMBE URBAN DISTRICT

COUNCIL

Notice of  Annual Steam Infrastructure
Inspection & Parish Rates

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that, pursuant
to the provisions of the Public Health Act and

local council bylaws, the annual safety
inspection of the municipal steam-pumping

equipment, boiler fittings, and pressure valves at
the Lower Mill works will take place on

Tuesday, the 21st day of July, 1914.
To facilitate necessary tests, steam pressure along

the parish auxiliary lines will be temporarily
lowered between the hours of Eight of the clock

in the forenoon and Two of the clock in the
afternoon. Factory overseers, mill masters, and
property owners relying on municipal steam
supply are instructed to adjust operational

schedules accordingly...Cont’d Pg 3
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...Cont’d from Pg1

The Alleged Red Cabinet

Turning the corner shortly thereafter, Mr.
Pendelton further alleges he spotted a tall, bright
red cabinet labeled "Telephone" standing on the
roadside. This is a preposterous claim, given that no
such scarlet contraptions exist anywhere in the
parish, nor has the National Telephone Company
authorized such public fixtures.
Upon reaching his cottage, Arthur recited the
sequence of events to Mrs. Agnes Pendelton.
Deeply concerned for her husband's sanity, Mrs.
Pendelton escorted Constable Higgins to the
alleged sighting the following morning. They found
absolutely nothing but a patch of peculiarly
trampled grass.
While Constable Higgins has officially blamed the
incident on "over-indulgence" at the taps, the
landlord of the establishment maintains that Mr.
Walker’s Cream Ale produces nothing but absolute
clarity of mind. We urge our readers to keep their
eyes on the road and their umbrellas close at hand. 

Cont’d from Pg1
...house and local works has earned high
regard. Once the iron is laid and the ballast
set, the upgraded track will establish a direct,
uninterrupted rail link connecting Thornwick
and the Western Vale directly into
Hearthcombe and the broader GWR national
network. Traders and timber merchants alike
foresee a major boom in cross-vale transport
before the autumn frost.

Cont’d From Pg 2

BY ORDER OF THE COUNCIL

Notice is further given that the general parish rate
for the second half of the current year has been

fixed at Two Pence in the Pound. Rate collections
will commence on August 1st at the Parish

Office.
By Order of the Board,

E. R. THORNTON, Esq.
Clerk to the Council, Hearthcombe
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THE AGRICULTURAL & GRAIN
REPORT

JULY HARVEST PROSPECTS & MARKET
RETURNS

CEREALS & MALTING BARLEY:
With the summer heat holding steady across the
valley, harvesting across the lower meadows is
expected to begin in earnest before the month’s
end. Early samples of two-row malting barley
brought in from the eastern slopes show
exceptional bushel weight and a remarkably clear
husk. Mr. Edmund Hale, after inspecting the
first trial sheaves near the parish boundary,
reports that the grain promises superior starch
conversion—a welcome assurance for local
bakers and regional brewers preparing their
autumn mashes. Wheat remains firm on the
local exchange at 34s. 6d. per quarter, with
millers bidding competitively for clean, dry
parcels.

HOPS & COUNTRY PRODUCE:
Reports from neighboring yards indicate a
healthy vine growth despite a dry fortnight, with
minimal fly damage observed. Haymaking across
the vale is now largely concluded; yields are
slightly lighter than last season’s bumper crop,
but the crop has been stacked in prime condition
without rain damage.

LIVESTOCK MARKETS:
At the Tuesday pens, fat sheep met with a brisk
demand, prime Cotswold wethers realizing 48s.
to 54s. per head. Grazing cattle showed steady
value, though store beasts were somewhat slow
to move owing to short pasture growth.
Dairymen report butter holding at 1s. 2d. per lb.
at the High Street stalls.

THE PARISH SOCIAL RECORD &
GENTRY DIRECTORY

ARRIVALS & DEPARTURES AT THE
SOCIAL HOUSE:

Miss Sloane Duffy notes a steady influx of
commercial travelers and regional buyers arriving
via the 10:15 a.m. London Express. 

Visiting Engineers: A delegation from the
Swindon Locomotive Works remains in residence
for the Western Vale rail extension.
 
Estate Notices: Commodore Burton Ward's estate
office confirms that public receiving hours at the
Vale Manor remain suspended until further notice
following his return. 

Lost & Found: A silver pocket timepiece, engraved
with the initials A.P., was dropped near the St.
Brighid’s gates on Tuesday night. Enquire at the
Constable's station.

HEARTHCOMBE PETTY SESSIONS &
MAGISTRATES' GAZETTE

BEFORE THE BENCH (THURSDAY)

Bicycle & Lamp Infringement: A young clerk from
the Oxford Line freight yard was fined 1s. 6d. for
riding without a lit oil lamp after dusk along the
High Street.

Drunkenness & Disorder: One offender,
apprehended near the railway arches on Tuesday
eve, was discharged with a stern caution upon
payment of court costs (2s.).

Constable Higgins Reports: All licensed houses in
the parish observed strict closing hours throughout
the past fortnight.
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