THE WEATHER

Overcast skies expected across the valley.
Temperatures seasonal. Rain likely by
evening. Carry an umbrella.
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COMMODORE WARD ESCORTS
ARCHDUKE HOME AFTER PEACEFUL
RECEPTION

Telegram from the Balkans Brings Reassurance

to Hearthcombe
By Owerton Crosby, Correspondent

London - This morning, a telegram arrived at
the Duffy & Ward Social House carrying
reassuring news from Commodore Burton Ward,
currently in Bosnia as an honored guest of
Governor General Oskar Potiorek.

The message reads simply: “Reception proceeded
without incident. We escorted the Archduke
safely back to Vienna. We anticipate returning to
Hearthcombe within the week.”

In a time when many feared political violence
and unrest, the absence of incident at the
reception and during the Archduke’s return
journey is a welcome relief to a world on edge.
Alongside Baron von Kessler and retired Field
Marshal Otro Krieger, Commodore Ward has
been representing Hearthcombe with the quiet
dignity and steadfastness for which he is known.
Locals at the Social House received the news
with a measured optimism, raising their glasses
in tribute to the men who carry Hearthcombe’s

name beyond its borders...Con’t Pg3

L 3

THE GI-'IEAT WESTERN Rlll\\'ﬂ I}DHPAH\'
Restoration of Direct London Service via Oxford Line

LONDON IS NOW TWO HOURS AND THIRTY
MINUTES FROM HEARTHCOMBE STATION.

The Directors beg to inform the public that the engineering
warks upon the Cotswold Line being now entirely completed,
HEARTHCOMBE STATION has been officially designated an
ALL SERVICES DEPOT & PRIMARY INTERCHANGE.

Accelerated express steam trains, local valley parlimentaries, and
heavy industrial freights will make mandatory halts at the
Hearthcombe platforms daily.

STATION CALLS | Exp.42 | Parl. 11 | Exp. 46 |Coley Fr.9
Paddington Dep 07:45 am | 09:15 am | 04:20 pm -

Oxford 09:02 am | 11:04 am | 05:37 pm | 09:10 pm
Kingham 09:58 am | 12:20 pm | 06:31 pm | 10:42 pm
HEARTHCOMBE | 10:15 am | 12:42 pm | 06:50 pm | 11:15 pm
Moreton-in-Marsh | 10:28 am | 01:05 pm | 07:03 pm | 11:40 pm
Worcester Arr 11:05 am | 02:15 pm | 07:40 pm | 01:05 am

THE LONDON EXPRESS — Departs Hearthcombe Daily 7:45
am. Arrives Paddington 10:15 a.m. First and Third Class Lavatory
Carriages fitted throughout,

THE VALLEY PARLIAMENTARY — Local stopping service
westward from Hearthcombe, calling at Thornwick and all valley
stations. Departs thrice daily: 9:15 am., 2:30 pm., 7:10 pm.
THE COLEY COMMODITY FREIGHT — Heavy agricultural
and industrial haulage.

THEIRHWIBI{ EMITHI:CIH BE LIVERY OMNIBUS

HEARTHCOMBE TO'I'HORN'W'ICKANDALL POINTS WEST.
N'OW EVERY LANE.

With the Great Western Radhway mﬁnusmmmmmmnm&
Mnllummmumwnmau Comlortsble enclosed haorse-d

modern luggage
-Mnemhah. - mwmr—gmd&mmmmmm
residents conveyed
Mwlﬂﬂm«mtmnmmdlmmmmmmnﬁ
The lanes between Hearthcombe and Thornwick are no obstacle
to a valley horse. anrhwehm

MODERATE FARES. Return bookisgs dsosusi &uuﬂ
handling included. Safe transit mmmdulh-ldﬂmlm it mlb-

THE THORNWICK & HEARTHCOMEE LIVERY OMNIBUS CO.

Find us directly a1 the GWR Station Ferecsart. WE WILL FIND ¥YOU FIRST.
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ESTATE CLEARANCE: THE LOWER
MANOR FARM

By order of the Executors of the late Mr. Thomas
Gidley. The entire live and dead farming stock,
household furniture, and effects to be disposed

of without reserve on Thursday next.

LIVESTOCK: * Three (3) Prime Dairy Cows
(Shorthorn), in full milk and quiet to milk. *
One (1) Sturdy Gloucestershire Old Spots Sow,
* Two (2) Sound Cart

CObS, WCll—SCaSOHCd to the SECCP Valley 1211’165.

with a litter of seven.

IMPLEMENTS & IRONMONGERY: * A varied
collection of stable ironmongery, including four
pairs of’ heavy plough traces, two branding irons,
and a brass-bound malt shovel. ¥ One manual
turnip-cutter by Bamfords, in excellent working
repair. * Three hundredweight (cwt) of Martian
White Marl super-fertilizer, tightly bagged and

stored dry under stone canvas.

HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS: * One (1) Solid Oak
Dresser, English-felled and hand-carved, fitted
with three deep drawers and three open plate-
A brass-faced grandfather clock by a

local maker, striking on the hour. *

shelves. *
Six stone
storage jars, assorted sizes, suitable for salt—pork
or lard...Contd Pg 3
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THE JUVENILE BASEBALL DIAMOND
Introducing the Great American Pastime to the Valley

Impc uredee the ochasive imatrucsion of Mr. Moses Walker, Lite of the
Amserican pobesions] leagues — Head Cosch and Maiser of Play Bows

g THE HEARTHCOIIIBE
/7 STAG AND STANDARD

ST. BRIGHID'S CI;IURCH. HEARTHCOMBE
Parish Notice — Sunday School

SUNDAY SCHOOL GOMMENCES AT HALF PAST NINE.

Fatber 'Suliven begs to cresiad ol b of the parish that Saoeday School

A chibres of the waley ase warmdy wekcomen withonst dtincion of bosseheld o6
will conchade i sefical arer o liow the congergutin 4 aftend b whsteve

1 BN RN LB LANE MLARTROOMSL. i A WELCEME LS P S8 .
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Parish News & Social Chronicles
(The Village Gossip)

High—Street Movements: Madame Clery reports
that multip]e commissions have been received
this week for tailored linen motoring coats. It
appears the ladies of the valley intend to embrace
the modern speed-carriages with an elegant

deﬁ:mce OFEhC 1imest0ne road—dust.

LATEST PARISIAN AND LONDON
NOVELTIES FOR THE DISCERNING LADY.
MADAME CLERY — Court Modiste & Robes

Madame Clery begs to annaunce a fresh arrival of exquisite silks, delicate lawns, and fine
French trimmings direct from her London wholesaler, Special Ilsmghm tailored walking
costumes for the modern lady — combining the hlihzstelngam with the ease of country
movement. Walking skirts, embroidered lace blouses, afternoon tea gowns, and

linen motoring coats. Intricate millinery executed to order.
Mourning commissions completed \ﬂlh the utmest dispatch and discretion,

Summer consultation appaintments ww available. New clients welcomed by
introduction. Existing clients — the autumn silhoueite patterns have arrived and az
available for viewing hy appointment this week.

)
=

_ Madame Clery, Cour? ‘lu@uk High Street, Hrartheombe.

leter or personal call. Discretion in ail

Recreational Notes: A mixed-eleven recreational
baseball match is being organized for the
upcoming bank holiday under the guidance of
Mr. Moses Walker. Several older craditionalists
in the parish have voiced loud concerns that the
overseas game is ”unnecessarily loud." though the

local youth appear entirely undeterred.

Coley-On-The-Hill
Lodgings:

Mainline Traveling merchants
arriving via the GWR Excursion train are
reminded that the Mainline Coffee Rooms near
the forecourt offer warm porridge and hot

chocolate from six o'clock each morning.

L J

THE HEARTHCOMBE GOLF, TENNIS & [:I]UHTIH' CLUB
THE VALE LINKS & ATHLETIC GROUNDS: OPEN T0 ALL WHO PLAY.

Ins proud execution of the progressive civic spirit that defines our valley, the
Directors beg to announce the completion of our expanded athbetic campus.
(ypen 1o every citizen without distinction of class, trade, or gender.

THE INLAND LINKS: Eighteen holes upon the downs. Red champianship
balls mandatory on the turn due to the calcified Martian Marl roughs.

LAWN TENNIS COURTS: Four newly rolled grass courts for single, double,
and mixed-gender play.

THE CRICKET CREASE: Open for parish tournaments and weekend maiches.

THE JUVENILE BASEBALL DIAMOND

Introducing the Great American Pastime to the Valley

The Committee announces the formation of the Hearthcombe Juvenile
Bascball League under the exclusive nstruction of Mr. Moses Walker, late of the
American professional leagoes — Head Coach and Master of Play. Mr. Walker
bringsa lifitime of expertise and a spirit of excellence to guide the next generation,
League enrollment 15 now open at the Clubhouse. Training commences this
Saturday at 10 A.M. No fees required. All equipment provided.

FOR HEALTH. FOR FELLOWSHIP. FOR THE FUTURE. — BY OROER OF THE BOARD OF DIECTORS.

i —

OUR LADIES' LETTER
By "Clara"

HEARTHCOMBE — The arrival of mid-
summer sunshine has brought a most
delightful animation to the valley, and my
desk is quite buried beneath invitations to
lawn gatherings and parish committees!

A most eclegant assembly took place on
Wednesday afternoon upon the south terrace
of the Country Club. There was a time when a
lady’s participation in outdoor sports was
limited to croquet, but the beautifully rolled
grass tennis courts at Downs Ridge have

Changed the scenery entirely...Cont’d Pg3

L J

The Social Circle:

Mr. John Bennett of Lower Slaughter has
returned home following a brief illness in
Bristol. He begs to thank the turnpike
guards for their assistance with his luggage

dray during the midnight storms.
Church and Chapel:

rota for the
Brighid’s
Church has been posted in the vestry.

Church and Chapel: The
cleaning of the brasses at St

Volunteers are urgently requested for the
mid-summer rotation, as the induscrial
smoke from the lower foundries has left a

heavy film upon the altar rails.

STURDY COBS FOR THE STEEP HILLS.

CARRIAGES BY THE HOUR OR THE LEAGUE.
THE THORNWICK LIVERY & JOB-MASTERS

The Thormwick Livery has | We knowe hills, Our horses | basic mechanical accomma--
supplied the valley with reliable | know them better. dation for the modemn
orr-depr boaghamsound | R those arrhiag by it | matorn

hunters for seasonal hire, and | newer

e — a service
ance, the Siferad, the spiri of progress
enced coachwork  for to rmmmvﬂed

spe pleased and the full kno
thirty years. We know these ﬂw\ﬂ and bnllc mechanical | the cobs ilt still faster on Ihe
hills. mmodation for the modern | upper lanes.

Half-day hire rates reduced for valley residents through the winter quarter.
Motor-carriage storage by weekly arrangement.
New accounts for regular commercial drayage welcomed.

The Thormwick Livery & Job-Masters, West End, Thormick.
Enquire at the stable gate. Someone will be there. They always are.
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THE DARKNESS IS OPTIONAL

HEARTHCOMBE GAS, LIGHT & COKE CO.
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ST QHIGH[D'S CHURCH, HEARTHCOMBE
Parish Notice — Sunday School

SUMDAY SCHOOL COMMENCES AT HALF PAST NINE.

Fatber 'Suliven begs to cresiad ol b of the parish that Saoeday School

A chibres of the wuley ase warmy wekcomed withoot ditintion of basschdd o

will conchade i sefical arer o liow the congergutin 4 aftend b whsteve
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Cont'd from Pg 2.1 observed several young
ladies experimenting with the modern, rapid
game, looking exceptionally striking in their
white linen blouses!
Speaking of the Club, there is immense
excitement regarding the new Juvenile Baseball
League under Mr. Moses Walker. It is considered
highly progressive—and entirely correct—that
the league enrollment is open to our daughters as
well as our sons.

For those secking the appropriate attire for these
modern pastimes, a visit to Madame Clery’s
par]ours on High Street is urgently prescribed.
Her fresh shipment of French trimmings and
silks has thrown the district into an absolute
the

motoring coats which combine the highest

flucter, particularly structured  linen

elegance Wlth a marvelous case of\movement.

CLOTHING THE COTSWOLDS GENTLEMAN
FOR TOWN AND FIELD.

CROSBY & FINCH — Gentlemen's Outfitters & Bespoke Tailors

Hand-cut sporting tweeds in weights suited Crosby & Finch has dressed this val]ey 1

to the valley's particular argument with the for three

weather, Waterproofed drivingcapes for the  through the fields, the drawlns TOOms,

modern motorist. and everything the valley has seen fit to
Fine Egyptian cotton shirts fitted with  throw at both,

the stiffest detachable collars available  Patterns cut to measure. Alterations

south of London. completed within the week.

Autumn commission orders now being taken. Winter weight tweeds newly arrived
from the Yorkshire mills. By Appointment preferred. Walk-ins accommodated when
the schedule permits, which is less often than we would like.

Croshy & Finch, High Street, Hearthcombe.
By Appointment Only. Enquiries by letter or in person before eleven.

THE SOCIAL HOUSE HEARTHCOMBE

Miss Sloane Dufffy Requests the P.’easure of Your Company
THE WELSH RAREBIT FEAST — SUNDAYS FROM MIDDAY

racelul deference 1o the morning watch at St. Brighid's, the taps of the Social House remain respectfully
I |hmugheul Sun servlen houls In their place, the tavern kitchen offers an exclusive Sunday
tradition — the Welsh 51, Prepaned + with lh heﬂm sharp cheddar, mne ground Wiltshire

mustard, and mhu IHM thick hand-cut
rustic bread. Servdw ubln rorfamwlm o snnmn they descend from mc moming sermon,
Substantial, And entirely civil until noon.
Served 1o the table. No reservation reqmml All of Hearthcombe webcomed. The bridge between the

pulpit and the pub has been forged — one beautifully bubbling platter at a time.
The Social Howse, High Street, Hearthcombe. Taps open ot midday. Miss Sloane Dulfy, Proprietor.

Contd from Pg 1. Sloane Dufty, co-founder of
the establishment, said, “We've been holding
our breath these past weeks. To hear that the
reception went peacefully is a comfort we all
needed. Now, we wait for Burton’s safe return
—and for the steady hand that keeps this
place what it is.”

PROPERLY BOUND. STURDILY BALLASTED

G. WATTS & SON Cooperage & Wheelwright
ERE s So—

fl| Seasoned English oak casks, ooped and watertight, built to hold what |
H| they are asked to hold and ask no | turned and fitted for the steep stone

H| further questions. Drayage wheels | tracks of the valley. Every barrel that

H| turned and mottons in vine watts | leaves Duffy & fard Brewing Comp-

| that leaves Duffy & Ward Brewing | leaves on a Watts wheel. Every ca:

[l that holds their beer was bound hy a Watts hwp

| New commission orders an:oepled for the autumn ooopwame run. Asﬂcultural
and brewing accounts welcomed. Repair work assessed same weel

While details remain sparse, the community
looks the

distinguished gentlemen and the restoration of

forward to return - of  these

the familiar presence at the heart of Dufty &
Ward.

L J

SURPLUS DISPOSAL: THE VALE
FREIGHT SIDING

Cont'd from Pg 1. To be sold at public
vendue on behalf of the Great Western
Railway Company’s unclaimed freight oftice,

at the Hearthcombe Mainline Yard.

SERVICES OFFERED
ALFIE POTTS — Countryman’s Services

Vermyn Swifly Removed. Ferrets of Unrivalled
Breding available for the Clearng of Barns and
the Discunfiting of Unwanted Guests of all
Varieties. Discretion Guarunteed. Reasonible
Rates. Rabits also. No Gamekeepers Need Apply.

First removal free if the s&ccngrjob is booked
same week. Ferrets returned after. Mostly.

Leave Word at the Taps. Ask for Alfie. Do not
ask for Alfie by his other name.

MISCELLANEOUS LOTS:

Two (2) Unclaimed Timber Dray Wheels,
bound by G. Watts & Son, iron-hooped and

entirely unused.

One (1) Crandall

damaged in transit from London, mechanically

Type-Writer, slightly
sound but lacking two keys on the lower

register.

* A quantity of copper brewing pipework and
brass pet-cocks, salvaged from an abandoned

commercial installation in the west country.

L J
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THE DARN@IS IS OPTIONAL.

HEARTHCOMBE GAS, LIGHT & COKE CO.
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T walley's sirests eed not e 1
- The Heatbrormbn Gon,
Aboders Taeming

ST 8IIIGHID'S CHIJRCH HEARTHCOMBE
Parish Notice — Sunday School

SUNDAY SCHOOL GOMMENCES AT HALF PAST NINE.

Fatber 'Suliven begs to cresiad ol b of the parish that Saoeday School

A chibres of the waley ase warmdy wekcomen withonst dtincion of bosseheld o6
will conchade i sefical arer o liow the congergutin 4 aftend b whsteve
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IMPERIAL & FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE

Debates in Parliament: A lively discussion arose
in the House of Commons on Tuesday regarding
the proposed budget extensions for postal dray
routes in the western counties. Several members
argued that the modernization of railway tenders
should supersede horse-drawn transport, while
traditionalists maintained that rural lanes remain

unsuitable for automated locomotives.

News from the Colonies: A dispatch from the
Cape Colony reports an exceptionally bountiful
citrus harvest along the eastern valleys. Merchants
in London anticipate a welcome stabilization in
the price of imported goods by the close of the

autumn shipping season.

THE GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY COMPANY
Restoration of Direct London Service via Oxford Line

LONDON IS NOW TWO HOURS AND THIRTY
MINUTES FROM HEARTHCOMBE STATION.

The Dirsctor bey to akorm the public hut the ng works upon the Line beng
now eatirely ad.HEARTHOOMEE ETCTA Las b ofcull ipaad w0 ALL EERVIC

DEPUT & PRGARY DNTERCHANGE: Acceboaied express sinam rsda,local vlley parias, asd by

GWR WEEKDAY TIMETABLE

STATION CALLS | . Parl. 11 . Coley Fr. 9
Pasdington Dep 1 115 am O -
Ouford 4 04 . 11 09:10 pm
Kirgham - 10342 pm
HEARTHOOMBE Ll 11:15 pm
Moreton-in-Harsh L [ 11:40 pm
Worcester Ar: [ 01305 am.
Paddingl

a4 745 am. Ast

iSam Mwmnmfmnw&nmﬂmmwm.
THE VALLEY PARL i salling
t Thormwick, Uppe valley D EH0pm, md T10pm.
HEAVY Incloding cosl spd

agricaitural peosuce, mhhehrmwml Wnnﬂmnmm

THI.'IRH’HIBK & HEMITHI!CIHBE LIVERY OMNIBUS

HEARTHCOMBE TO THORNWICK AND ALL POINTS WEST.
‘WE KNOW EVERY LANE.

'SERVICES directly intothe
umu.gma-u-«,mmﬁudnmn Comfortable enclosed borse-drawn

mainline arrivals, pmwﬂ—gmmﬁnmenmuth
mumﬂmﬁwﬂ farm gates, and
The lanes

Bstacle

between He are
toa nﬂqﬂm Mnenrmbeﬂ

MODERATE FARES, Return bookisgs discousted :'mn
‘handling included, Safe transit guaranteed or lhdﬂm answers

THE THORNWICK & HEARTHCOMBE LIVERY OMNIBUS CO.
Find us directly a1 the GWR Station Forecourt, WE WILL FIND YOU FIRST.
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A STEADY HAND IN FOREIGN FIELDS

The True Value of Valley Steadfastness in

Uncertain Times

By The Editor

HEARTHCOMBE — The this

morning’s telegram from the Balkans will do

arrival of

much to quiet the anxious Whispers that have
occupied the smoke-rooms and counting houses
of this valley over the past fortnight. That
Commodore Burton Ward, acting alongside
Baron von Kessler and Field Marshal Krieger,
has successfully escorted the Archduke back to
the Austrian capital without incident is a
testament to the power of a measured British
presence.

There will be those in the capital houses of
London who wonder why a retired naval
gentleman of the Cotswolds should find himself
the

governance Of foreign empires. To them Wwe say:

SO imimately entang]ed in delicate
look to the soil. The same iron discipline that
buile the great mills of the Vale and shunted the
GWR mainline tracks through our limestone
downs is precisely what the continent requires
in its hours of political friction.

While the European press corps continues to
hyperventilate over the threat of politica]
violence, Hearthcombe has sent its finest sons
the We the
Commodore’s return to his rightful place at the

to  serve as anchor. await
head of our table, secure in the knowledge that
while foreign crowns may rattle, a valley hand

does not shake.

L J

OUR WEEKLY SERIAL FICTION
THE MAID OF DOWNS RIDGE

Chapter XIV: The Shadow on the Turnpike
The midnight frost hung heavily upon the
limestone tracks as Lady Beatrice hurried

past the abandoned stone quarry. Her
breathing was shallow, her heart hammering
against the stays of her tailored traveling
costume.

Behind her, echoing through the mist of the
lower foundries, came the unmistakable,
rhythmic clop-clop of a lone dray horse. But
this was no merchant arriving from the
GWR mainline platform. The heavy,
unhurried gait belonged to the midnight
carriage—the one the villagers whispered was
entirely uncoupled from any earthly station.
She reached the iron gates of the Lower
Manor, her fingers trembling against the cold
lacch. "Help!" she cried out into the dark, but
her voice was swallowed by the wind rising
from the valley stream. A lantern flared
suddenly from the stable yard, revealing not
the friendly face of the yard-master, but a
towering silhouette cloaked in absolute
shadow...

(To be continued in our next edition.)

FOR WHAT AILS YOU.
FOR WHAT INTERESTS YOU.

MANSERGH & CO. — D

il Mansergh & Co. dispenacs with equal cxper-
tise across twn very different buman poeds. ,
At the fromt counter, Mansergh's Celebrated | flm, developing chemicals. of the mghn: I
Lung Tonic for the Cotvwolds Chill — | pharmaceutical amid pharmaceutical
proven relief for the damp momings and anilmpmndﬁmhlmmdnmnhmw

Bl persistent coughs of valley life. whose ailments are of a more pleasant variety. (B

e ——

This fortright: plase pe
Lung Tomic — thrce bastles for the price uFMww'k he sutiszom stock kasts
 ——tte—

Musergh  Ce., High Swreet Dispesiag
welérmse 2l separsic cousters, fox the cousbint of all conceraed.
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