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COMMODORE WARD ESCORTS
ARCHDUKE HOME AFTER PEACEFUL

RECEPTION

Telegram from the Balkans Brings Reassurance
to Hearthcombe

By Owerton Crosby, Correspondent

London - This morning, a telegram arrived at
the Duffy & Ward Social House carrying
reassuring news from Commodore Burton Ward,
currently in Bosnia as an honored guest of
Governor General Oskar Potiorek.
The message reads simply: “Reception proceeded
without incident. We escorted the Archduke
safely back to Vienna. We anticipate returning to
Hearthcombe within the week.”
In a time when many feared political violence
and unrest, the absence of incident at the
reception and during the Archduke’s return
journey is a welcome relief to a world on edge.
Alongside Baron von Kessler and retired Field
Marshal Otto Krieger, Commodore Ward has
been representing Hearthcombe with the quiet
dignity and steadfastness for which he is known.
Locals at the Social House received the news
with a measured optimism, raising their glasses
in tribute to the men who carry Hearthcombe’s
name beyond its borders...Con’t Pg 3
========================================

ESTATE CLEARANCE: THE LOWER
MANOR FARM

========================================
By order of the Executors of the late Mr. Thomas
Gidley. The entire live and dead farming stock,
household furniture, and effects to be disposed

of without reserve on Thursday next. 

LIVESTOCK: * Three (3) Prime Dairy Cows
(Shorthorn), in full milk and quiet to milk. *
One (1) Sturdy Gloucestershire Old Spots Sow,
with a litter of seven. * Two (2) Sound Cart
Cobs, well-seasoned to the steep valley lanes.

 IMPLEMENTS & IRONMONGERY: * A varied
collection of stable ironmongery, including four
pairs of heavy plough traces, two branding irons,
and a brass-bound malt shovel. * One manual
turnip-cutter by Bamfords, in excellent working
repair. * Three hundredweight (cwt) of Martian
White Marl super-fertilizer, tightly bagged and
stored dry under stone canvas. 

HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS: * One (1) Solid Oak
Dresser, English-felled and hand-carved, fitted
with three deep drawers and three open plate-
shelves. * A brass-faced grandfather clock by a
local maker, striking on the hour. * Six stone
storage jars, assorted sizes, suitable for salt-pork
or lard...Cont’d Pg 3
========================================
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Parish News & Social Chronicles 
(The Village Gossip)

High-Street Movements: Madame Clery reports
that multiple commissions have been received
this week for tailored linen motoring coats. It
appears the ladies of the valley intend to embrace
the modern speed-carriages with an elegant
defiance of the limestone road-dust.

The Social Circle: 

Mr. John Bennett of Lower Slaughter has
returned home following a brief illness in
Bristol. He begs to thank the turnpike
guards for their assistance with his luggage
dray during the midnight storms.

Church and Chapel:

Church and Chapel: The rota for the
cleaning of the brasses at St. Brighid’s
Church has been posted in the vestry.
Volunteers are urgently requested for the
mid-summer rotation, as the industrial
smoke from the lower foundries has left a
heavy film upon the altar rails.

OUR LADIES' LETTER
By "Clara"

HEARTHCOMBE — The arrival of mid-
summer sunshine has brought a most
delightful animation to the valley, and my
desk is quite buried beneath invitations to
lawn gatherings and parish committees!
A most elegant assembly took place on
Wednesday afternoon upon the south terrace
of the Country Club. There was a time when a
lady’s participation in outdoor sports was
limited to croquet, but the beautifully rolled
grass tennis courts at Downs Ridge have
changed the scenery entirely...Cont’d Pg 3

Recreational Notes: A mixed-eleven recreational
baseball match is being organized for the
upcoming bank holiday under the guidance of
Mr. Moses Walker. Several older traditionalists
in the parish have voiced loud concerns that the
overseas game is "unnecessarily loud," though the
local youth appear entirely undeterred. 

Coley-On-The-Hill
Mainline Lodgings: Traveling merchants
arriving via the GWR Excursion train are
reminded that the Mainline Coffee Rooms near
the forecourt offer warm porridge and hot
chocolate from six o'clock each morning. 
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 MISCELLANEOUS LOTS: 

* Two (2) Unclaimed Timber Dray Wheels,
bound by G. Watts & Son, iron-hooped and
entirely unused. 

* One (1) Crandall Type-Writer, slightly
damaged in transit from London, mechanically
sound but lacking two keys on the lower
register. 

* A quantity of copper brewing pipework and
brass pet-cocks, salvaged from an abandoned
commercial installation in the west country. 

=====================================

Cont’d from Pg 1. Sloane Duffy, co-founder of
the establishment, said, “We’ve been holding
our breath these past weeks. To hear that the
reception went peacefully is a comfort we all
needed. Now, we wait for Burton’s safe return
—and for the steady hand that keeps this
place what it is.”

Cont’d from Pg 2...I observed several young
ladies experimenting with the modern, rapid
game, looking exceptionally striking in their
white linen blouses! 
Speaking of the Club, there is immense
excitement regarding the new Juvenile Baseball
League under Mr. Moses Walker. It is considered
highly progressive—and entirely correct—that
the league enrollment is open to our daughters as
well as our sons. 
For those seeking the appropriate attire for these
modern pastimes, a visit to Madame Clery’s
parlours on High Street is urgently prescribed.
Her fresh shipment of French trimmings and
silks has thrown the district into an absolute
flutter, particularly the structured linen
motoring coats which combine the highest
elegance with a marvelous ease of movement. 

SURPLUS DISPOSAL: THE VALE
FREIGHT SIDING

=====================================
Cont’d from Pg 1...To be sold at public
vendue on behalf of the Great Western
Railway Company’s unclaimed freight office,
at the Hearthcombe Mainline Yard. 

While details remain sparse, the community
looks forward to the return of these
distinguished gentlemen and the restoration of
the familiar presence at the heart of Duffy &
Ward.
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A STEADY HAND IN FOREIGN FIELDS

The True Value of Valley Steadfastness in
Uncertain Times

By The Editor

HEARTHCOMBE — The arrival of this
morning’s telegram from the Balkans will do
much to quiet the anxious whispers that have
occupied the smoke-rooms and counting houses
of this valley over the past fortnight. That
Commodore Burton Ward, acting alongside
Baron von Kessler and Field Marshal Krieger,
has successfully escorted the Archduke back to
the Austrian capital without incident is a
testament to the power of a measured British
presence. 
There will be those in the capital houses of
London who wonder why a retired naval
gentleman of the Cotswolds should find himself
so intimately entangled in the delicate
governance of foreign empires. To them we say:
look to the soil. The same iron discipline that
built the great mills of the Vale and shunted the
GWR mainline tracks through our limestone
downs is precisely what the continent requires
in its hours of political friction. 
While the European press corps continues to
hyperventilate over the threat of political
violence, Hearthcombe has sent its finest sons
to serve as the anchor. We await the
Commodore’s return to his rightful place at the
head of our table, secure in the knowledge that
while foreign crowns may rattle, a valley hand
does not shake. 

IMPERIAL & FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE

Debates in Parliament: A lively discussion arose
in the House of Commons on Tuesday regarding
the proposed budget extensions for postal dray
routes in the western counties. Several members
argued that the modernization of railway tenders
should supersede horse-drawn transport, while
traditionalists maintained that rural lanes remain
unsuitable for automated locomotives.

News from the Colonies: A dispatch from the
Cape Colony reports an exceptionally bountiful
citrus harvest along the eastern valleys. Merchants
in London anticipate a welcome stabilization in
the price of imported goods by the close of the
autumn shipping season.

OUR WEEKLY SERIAL FICTION
THE MAID OF DOWNS RIDGE

Chapter XIV: The Shadow on the Turnpike
The midnight frost hung heavily upon the
limestone tracks as Lady Beatrice hurried

past the abandoned stone quarry. Her
breathing was shallow, her heart hammering

against the stays of her tailored traveling
costume.

Behind her, echoing through the mist of the
lower foundries, came the unmistakable,

rhythmic clop-clop of a lone dray horse. But
this was no merchant arriving from the

GWR mainline platform. The heavy,
unhurried gait belonged to the midnight

carriage—the one the villagers whispered was
entirely uncoupled from any earthly station.

She reached the iron gates of the Lower
Manor, her fingers trembling against the cold
latch. "Help!" she cried out into the dark, but
her voice was swallowed by the wind rising

from the valley stream. A lantern flared
suddenly from the stable yard, revealing not
the friendly face of the yard-master, but a
towering silhouette cloaked in absolute

shadow...
(To be continued in our next edition.)
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