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Foreword

There are two kinds of writers in the x?rurld.
There are those who write from experience,
and those who write from imagination. "

The experienced, offer words that are a reflection of their lives. |
The triumphs they have enjoyed, the heartaches they have endured;
all the things that have made them who .they are,
they graciously share with us, as a way of sharing themselves,
and in doing so, give us, as readers, someone to whom we may relate,
as well as fresh new perspectives
on what may be our common circumstances in life.

From the imaginative,
come all the wonderful things we have yet to experience;
from sights unseen, to sounds unheard.
They encourage us to explore the limitless possibilities
of our dreams and fantasies,
and aid us in escaping, if only temporarily,
the confines of reality and the rules of society.
To each, we owe a debt of gratitude;
and rightfully so, as each provides a service of equal importance.
Yet, without the other, neither can be truly beneficial.

For instance, one may succeed in accumulating a lifetime of experience,
only to consider it all to have been predictable and unfulfilling,
it denied the chance to chase a dream or two along the way.
Just as those whose imaginations run away with them never to return,
may find that without solid footing in the real world,
life in fantasyland is empty.

As you now embark, dear reader,
upon your journey through these words to remember,
you are about to be treated to both heartfelt tales of experience,

| and captivating adventures of imagination.
It is our pleasure to present them for your enjoyment.
To our many authors,
who so Pl“ﬂuc!l}’ represent the two kinds of writers in the world,
we dedicate this book, and offer our sincere thanks;
for now, possibly more than ever,
the world needs you both.

Paul Wilson Charles
Editor
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The America Library of Poetry
is pleased to present this impressive collection

' of student poetry from across the United States.
| Each year, we receive thousands of submissions
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| and publish hundreds of talented young authors, |
I many for the first time.
It is our hope that these writers

as well as those who read their work
will be encouraged in their literary pursuits.
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