
 

 

Common Misunderstandings 
(Moon & Sun Observation) 

 

When learning biblical timekeeping, there are common areas of confusion. Let’s address them 
simply. 

 

Roman Calendar Dependency 

The modern calendar (January–December) comes from Roman history. 

It is useful for civil life, but it is not the calendar described in Scripture. 

The Torah measures time by: 

• Months 
• Numbered days 
• Seasonal alignment 

Leviticus 23 
“On the fourteenth day of the first month…” 

Notice: 

The Torah does not use: 
January, February, etc. 

It uses numbered months tied to creation. 

The Roman calendar is a civil system. 
The biblical calendar is a creation-based system. 

They are not the same thing. 

 

Rabbinic Fixed Calendar vs Observation 

Today, many follow a fixed calculated calendar established centuries after the Temple period. 

This calendar does not require observing the sky. 



 

 

Genesis 1:14 says the lights are for signs. 

Signs are visible markers. 

Observation-based calendars depend on: 

• New moon visibility 
• Seasonal timing 

A fixed calendar depends on mathematical calculation. 

Both systems exist historically, but beginners should understand the difference: 

Observation: looking at the sky. 
Fixed calendar: pre-calculated dates. 

 

Mathematical Calendar vs Observational 
A mathematical calendar predicts: 

• Conjunction times 
• Moon phases 
• Dates years in advance 

An observational approach emphasizes: 

• Watching the moon 
• Watching the season 
• Counting days 

The Torah repeatedly emphasizes observing and counting. 

Deuteronomy 16:1 
“Observe the month of Aviv…” 

Observe implies awareness and attention. 

The biblical model is simple, visible, and structured. 

 

 



 

 

Overcomplicating the System 
Some people turn biblical timekeeping into advanced astronomy. 

But the original system was accessible to shepherds and farmers. 

It requires: 

• Watching the sun 
• Watching the moon 
• Counting days 

It does not require: 

• Telescopes 
• Advanced charts 
• Complex calculations 

The Creator made it observable. 

If it becomes overwhelming, it has likely been overcomplicated. 

 

Astrology Confusion  
Observing the sun and moon is not astrology. 

Astrology assigns spiritual power to celestial bodies. 

The Torah strictly forbids worship of heavenly bodies. 

Deuteronomy 4:19 
“…do not be driven to worship them.” 

Observing time is different from worshiping. 

The sun and moon are: 

• Timekeepers 
• Created lights 
• Servants of the Creator 

They are not objects of devotion. 



 

 

Balanced Understanding 
The biblical calendar is: 

• Creation-based 
• Structured 
• Observable 
• Seasonal 
• Counted carefully 

It is not: 

• Mystical 
• Astrological 
• Random 
• Emotion-based 
• Dependent on Rome 

The sun and moon mark time. 
We observe them  we do not worship them. 
The calendar is structured but simple. 
It was designed to be understood without advanced systems. 

 

 


