ALSO CALLED 3 EZRA
ALSO KNOWN AS 1 ESDRAS

AND Yo’shiyahu held the Feast of Pe-
cach530 in Yerushalayim unto his ADONAI,
%= and offered the Pecach the fourteenth da
of the first month; 2 Having set the priests accord-
ing to their daily courses, being arrayed in long
garments, in the Temple of YAHUAH. 3 And he
spoke unto the Leviyiym, the holy ministers of
Yashar'el, that they should hallow themselves
unto YAHUAH, to set the holy Ark of YAHUAH in
the house thatking Shalomah the son of David had
built: 4 And said, Ye shall no more bear the Ark
upon your shoulders: now therefore serve YA-
HUAH ELOHAYKEWM, and minister unto his people
Yashar'el, and prepare you after your families and
kindreds, 5According as David the king of
Yashar'el prescribed, and according to the magnif-
icence of Shalomah his son: and standing in the
Temple according to the several dignity of the
families of you the Leviyiym, who minister in the
presence of your brethren the children of
Yashar'el, 6 Offer the Pecach in order, and make
ready the sacrifices for your brethren, and keep
the Pecach according to the commandment of YA-
HUAH, which was given unto Mosheh. 7 And unto
the people that was found there Yo’shiyahu gave
thirty thousand lambs and kids, and three thou-
sand calves: these things were given of the king's
allowance, according as he promised, to the peo-
ple, to the priests, and to the Leviyiym. 8 And
Chilgiyahu,257¢ Zakaryahu, and Ye'iy’el,257S the
governors of the Temple, gave to the priests for
the Pecach offerings two thousand and six hun-
dred sheep, and three hundred calves. 9 And
Yekonyahu,2576 and Shema'yahu, and Nethan’el
his brother, and Chashavyahu,2577 and Ye'iy’el,2578
and Yoram, captains over thousands, gave to the
Leviyiym for the Pecach offerings five thousand
sheep, and seven hundred calves. 10 And when
these things were done, the priests and Leviyiym,
having the matstsah,53? stood in very comely or-
der according to the kindreds, 11 And according
to the several dignities of the fathers, before the
people, tg offer to YAHUAH, as it is written in the
)

cepher of Mosheh: and thus did they in the morn-
‘i_g’g. 12 And they roasted the Pecach with fire, as
appertains: as for the sacrifices, they sod them in
brass pots and pans with a good savour, 13 And
set them before all the people: and afterward they
prepared for themselves, and for the priests their
brethren, the sons of Aharon. 14 For the priests
offered the fat until night; and the Leviyiym pre-
pared for themselves, and the priests their breth-
ren, the sons of Aharon. 15 The holy singers also,
the sons of Acaph, were in their order, according
to the appointment of David, to wit, Acaph, Zakar-
yahu, and Yeduthun, who was of the king's retinue.
16 Moreover the porters were at every gate; it
was against the Torah for any to go from his ordi-
nary service: for their brethren the Leviyiym pre-
pared for them. 17 Thus were the things that be-
longed to the sacrifices of YAHUAH accomplished
in that day, that they might hold the Pecach,
18 And offer sacrifices upon the altar of YAHUAH,
according to the commandment of king Yo’shi-
yahu. 19 So the children of Yashar’el which were
present held the Pecach at that time, and the feast
of sweet bread seven days. 20 And such a Pecach
was not kept in Yashar’el since the time of the
prophet _Shemu'el 21 Vea, all the Kings of
a riests, and the Leviyiym, and the Ya-
hudiym, held with all Yashar'el that were found
(mmm-—rrmm,ﬁ&ﬁh
year of the reign of Yo’shiyahu was this Pecach
kept. 23 And the works of Yo'shiyahu were up-
right before his ADONAI with a heart full of holi-
ness. 24 As for the things that came to pass in his
time, they were written in former times, concern-
ing those that sinned, and did wickedly against
YAHUAH above all people and kingdoms, and how
they grieved him exceedingly, so that the words of

YAHUAH rose up against Yashar’el.
25 Now after all these acts of Yo'shiyahu

it came to pass, that Phar"oh the king of Mitsrayim
came to raise war at Carchamis upon Perath: and
Yo’shiyahu went out against him. 26 But the king
of Mitsrayim sent to him, saying, What have I to do
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with you, O king of Yahudah? 27 [ am not sent out
from YAHUAH ELOHIYM against you; for my war
is upon Perath: and now YAHUAH is with me, yea,

YAHUAH is with me hasting me forward: depart
from me, and be not against YAHUAH. 28 Howbeit
Yo'shiyahu did not turn back his chariot from him,

but undertook to fight with him, not regarding the
words of the prophet Yirmeyahu spoken by the
mouth of YAHUAH: 29 But joined battle with him

in the plain of Megiddo, and the princes came
against king Yo'shiyahu. 30 Then said the king
unto his servants, Carry me away out of the battle;

for I am very weak. And immediately his servants
took him away out of the battle. 31 Then got he up
upon his second chariot; and being brought back
to Yerushalayim died, and was buried in his fa-
ther's sepulchre. 32 And in all Yahudah they
mourned for Yo'shiyahu, yea, Yirmeyahu the
prophet lamented for Yo'shiyahu, and the chief
men with the women made lamentation for him
unto this day: and this was given out for an ordi-
nance to be done continually in all the nation of
Ya har el. 33 These things are written in the ce-
pher of the stories of the kings of Yahudah, and
every one of the acts that Yo'shiyahu did, and his
glory, and his understanding in the Torah of YA-
HUAH, and the things that he had done before, and
the things now recited, are reported in the cepher
of the kings of Yashar’el and Yahudah. 34 And the
people took Y_'all}gachaz2579 the son of Yo’shiyahu,
and made him king instead of Yo’shiyahu his fa-
ther, when he was twenty and three years old.
35And he reigned in Yahudah and in
Yerushalayim three months: and then the king of
Mitsrayim deposed him from reigning in
Yerushalayim. 36 And he seta tax upon the land of
a hundred talents of silver and one talent of gold.
37 The king of Mitsrayim also made king Ya-
huyagiym his brother king of Yahudah and
Yerushalayim. 38 And he bound Yahuyagiym and
the nobles: but Zaraces his brother he appre-
hended, and brought him out of Mitsrayim.
39 Five and twenty years old was Yahuyaqiym
when he was made king in the land of Yahudah
and Yerushalayim; and he did evil before YA-
HUAH. 40 Wherefore against him

Nevukadne'tstsar the king of Babel came up, and

bound him with a chain of brass, and carried him
into Babel. 41 Nevukadne'tstsar also took of the
holy vessels of YAHUAH, and carried them away,

and set them in his own temple at Babel. 42 But

those things that are recorded of him, and of his

uncleaness and impiety, are written in the chroni-
cles of the kings. 43 And Yahuyagiym his son’
reigned in his stead: he was made king being
eighteen years old; 44 And reigned but three
months and ten days in Yerushalayim; and did evil
before YAHUAH.

45 So after a year Nevukadne'tstsar sent
and caused him to be brought into Babel with the
holy vessels of YAHUAH; 46 And made Tsidqi-
yahu?580 king of Yahudah and Yerushalayimm
he was one and twenty years old; and he reigned
eleven years: 47 And he did evil also in the sight of
YAHUAH, and cared not for the words that were
spoken unto him by the prophet Yirmeyahu from
the mouth of YAHUAH. 48 And after that king
Nevukadne'tstsar had made him to swear by the
name of YAHUAH, he forswore himself, and re-
belled; and hardening his neck, his heart, he trans-
gressed the Torah of YAHUAH ELOHIYM: of
Yashar’el. 49 The governors also of the people and
of the priests did many things against the Torah,
and passed all the pollutions of all nations, and de-
filed the Temple of YAHUAH, which was sanctified
in Yerushalayim. 50 Nevertheless the ELOHIYM of
their fathers sent by his messenger to call them
back, because he spared them and his Tabernacle
also. 51 But they had his messengers in derision;
and, look, when YAHUAH spoke unto them, they
made a sport of his prophets: 52 So far forth, that
he, being wroth with his people for their great
wickedness, commanded the kings of the Kasdiym
to come up against them; 53 Who slew their
young men with the sword, yea, even within the
compass of their holy Temple, and spared né‘ther
young man nor maid, old man nor child, among
them, for he delivered all into their ir hands. 54 And
they took all the holy vessels of YAHUAH, both
great and small, with the vessels of the Ark of ELO-
HIYM, and the king's treasures, and carried them
away into Babel. 55 As for the house of YAHUAH,
they burnt it, and broke down the walls of Yeru-
shalayim, and set fire upon her towers: 56 And as
for her glorious things, they never ceased till they
had consumed and brought them all to nought:
and the people that were not slain with the sword
he carried unto Babel: 57 Who became servants to
him and his children, till the Persians reigned, to
fulfil the Word of YAHUAH spoken by the mouth
of Yirmeyahu: 58 Until the land had enjoyed her
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Shabbathoth,532 the whole time of her de ‘iolatlon
shall she rest, until the full term of seventy years.

¥ ¥ IN the first year of Koresh king of the Per-
2 sians, that the Word of YAHUAH might be

accomplished, that he had promised by
the mouth of Yirmeyahu; 2 YAHUAH raised up the
ruach$33 of Koresh the king of the Persians, and he
made proclamation through all his kingdom, and
also by writing, 3 Saying, Thus says Koresh king of
the Persians; YAHUAH of Yashar'el, EL ELYON YA-
HUAH, has made me king of the whole world,
4 And commanded me to build him a house at
Yerushalayim in Yahudah. 5 If therefore there be
any of you that are of his people let YAHUAH, even

his ADONAI, be with him, and let him go up to
erushalayi is in Yahudah, and_build the

that dwells in Yerushalayim. 6 Whosoever then

dwell in the places about, let them help him, those,
I say, that are his neighbours, with gold, and with
M&s with horses, and with ‘cZEEE,
and other things, which have been en set forth by
vow, for the Temple of YAHUAH at Yerushalaylm
8 Then the chief of the famlhes of Yahu-
dah and of the Wstgg_ql_&p, the
priests also, and the Leviyiym, and all they whose
mind YAHUAH had moved to go up, and to build a
house for YAHUAH at Yerushalayinl, 9 And they
that dwelt round about them, and helped them in
all things with silver and gold, with horses and cat-
tle, and with very many free gifts of a great num-
ber whose minds were stirred up thereto. 10 King
Koresh also brought forth the holy vessels, which
Nevukadne'tstsar _had carried from
Yerushalayim, and had set up in his temple of
idols. 11 Now when Koresh king of the Persians
had brought them forth, he delivered them to
Mithredath?581 his treasurer: 12 And by him they
were delivered to Sheshbatstsar?s82 the governor
of Yahudah. 13 And this was the number of them;
A thousand golden cups, and a thousand of silver,
censers of silver twenty nine, vials of gold thirty,
and of silver two thousand four hundred and ten,
and a thousand other vessels. 14 So all the vessels
of gold and of silver, which were carried away,
were five thousand four hundred threescore and
nine, 15These were brought back by
Sheshbatstsar, together with them of the captivity,
from Babel to Yerushalayim.
16 But in the time of Artachshashta?583
king of the Persians, Bishlam,2584 and Mithredath,
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and Tave'el?585 and  Rechum,86  anc
Be'elte'em,2587 and Shimshai2588 the secretary
with others that were in commission with them.
dwelling in Shomeron and other places, wrotz
unto him against them that dwelt in Yahudah ang
Yerushalayim these cepheriym following; 17 T=
king Artachshashta our lord, Your servants
Rechum the storywriter, and Shimshai the scribe
and the rest of their council, and the judges tha:
are in Celo Aram and Phoenicia. 18 Be it now
known to the lord king, that the Yahudiym thatar=
up from you to us, being come into Yerushalayir,
that rebellious and wicked city, do build the ma=-
ketplaces, and repair the walls of it and do lay th=
foundation of the Temple. 19 Now if this city anc
the walls thereof be made up again, they will no:
only refuse to give tribute, but also rebel agains:
kings. 20 And forasmuch as the things pertaining
to the Temple are now in hand, we think it mes:
not to neglect such a matter, 21 But to speak untoc
our lord the king, to the intent that, if it be vour
pleasure it may be sought out in the cepheriym c?
your fathers: 22 And you shall find in the chrorn:-
cles what is written concerning these things, anc
shall understand that that city was rebellious
troubling both kings and cities: 23 And that ths
Yahudiym were rebellious, and raised alwavs
wars therein; for the which cause even this cizr
was made desolate. 24 Wherefore now we do ¢=-
clare unto you, O lord the king, that if this city b=
built again, and the walls thereof set up anew, you:
shall from henceforth have no passage into Ceiz
Aram and Phoenicia.

25 Then the king wrote back again =
Rechum the storywriter, to Be'elte'em, :=
Shimshai the scribe, and to the rest that were i~
commission, and dwellers in Shomeron and Ara—
and Phoenicia, after this manner; 26 [ have re22
the cepher which ye have sent unto me: therefer=
I commanded to make diligent search, and it hzs
been found that that city was from the beginnirz
practicing against kings; 27 And the men ther=i=
were given to rebellion and war: and that mighz
kings and fierce were in Yerushalayim, wr-
reigned and exacted tributes in Celo Aram zznc
Phoenicia. 28 Now therefore I have commande=
to hinder those men from building the city, zn=
heed to be taken that there be no more done in i=
29 And that those wicked workers proceed no fi:~-
ther to the annoyance of kings, 30 Then king
Artachshashta his cepheriym being read, Rechur—




=zt the scribe, and the rest that were in
with them, removing in haste toward
.= with a troop of horsemen and a mul-
ple in battle array. 31 And began to
uiiders; and the building of the Tem-
2shzlayim ceased until the second year
- =z of Dareyavesh king of the Persians.
- W3 when Dareyavesh reigned, he made
zr=zt feast unto all his subjects, and unto
2is household, and unto all princes of
zZ Fersia, 2 And to all the governors and
z=Z lieutenants that were under him,
unto Kush, of a hundred twenty and
7inces. 3 And when they had eaten and
znd being satisfied were gone home,
vesh the king went into his bedcham-
ot and soon after awoke.
£ Then three young men, that were of
tzat kept the king's body, spoke one to
Lzteveryone of us speak a sentence: he
avercome, and whose sentence shall
r than the others, unto him shall the
‘zrzvavesh give great gifts, and great things
zivictory: 6 As, to be clothed in purple, to
2.4, 2nd to sleep upon gold, and a chariot
=s of gold, and a headtire of fine linen,
=i about his neck: 7 And he shall sit next
sh because of his wisdom, and shall be
-avesh his cousin. 8 And then every-
is sentence, sealed it, and put it under

. =22 of whose side the king and the three

27 Persia shall judge that his sentence is
o him shall the victory be given, as was
.. 10 The first wrote, Wine is the strong-
he second wrote, The king is strongest.

13 .\Yow when the king was risen up,
2 their writings, and delivered them unto

heread them: 14 And sending forth he
"~ the princes of Persia and Madali, and the

, and the captains, and the lieutenants,

’-‘~=m 16 And he said, Call the young men,
v shall declare their own sentences. So
called, and came in. 17 And he said unto
Tzclare unto us your mind concerning the
. Then began the first, who had spoken of
zth of wine; 18 And he said thus, O ye
=zwr exceeding strong is wine! it causes all

e
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men to err that drink it: 19 It makes the mind of
the king and of the fatherless child to be all one; of
the bondman and of the freeman, of the poor man
and of the rich: 20 It turns also every thought into
jollity and mirth, so that a man remembers neither
sorrow nor debt: 21 And it makes every heartrich,
so that a man remembers neither king nor gover-
nor; and it makes to speak all things by talents:
22 And when they are in their cups, they forget
their love both to friends and brethren, and a little
after draw out swords: 23 But when they are from
the wine, they remember not what they have
done. 24 O ye men, is not wine the strongest, that
enforces to do thus? And when he had so spoken,
he held his peace.
THEN the second, that had spoken of the
strength of the king, began to say, 2 0 ye
men, do not men excel in strength that
bear rule over sea and land and all things in them?
3 But yet the king is more mighty: for he is lord of
all these things, and has dominion over them; and
whatsoever he commands them they do. 4 If he
bid them make war the one against the other, they
do it: if he send them out against the enemies, they
go, and break down mountains walls and towers.
5 They slay and are slain, and transgress not the
king's commandment: if they get the victory, they
bring all to the king, as well the spoil, as all things
else. 6 Likewise for those that are no soldiers, and
have not to do with wars, but use husbundry,
when they have reaped again that which they had
sown, they bring it to the king, and compel one an-
other to pay tribute unto the king. 7 And yet he is
but one man: if he command to kill, they kill; if he
command to spare, they spare; 8 If he command to
smite, they smite; if he command to make deso-
late, they make desolate; if he command to build,
they build; 9 If he command to cut down, they cut
down; if he command to plant, they plant. 10 So all
his people and his armies obey him: furthermore
he lies down, he eats and drinks, and takes his rest:
11 And these keep watch round about him, nei-
ther may anyone depart, and do his own business,
neither disobey they him in anything. 120 ye
men, how should not the king be mightiest, when
in such sort he is obeyed? And he held his tongue.
13 Then the third, who had spoken of
women, and of the Truth, (this was Zerubbavel)
began to speak. 14 O ye men, it is not the great
king, nor the multitude of men, neither is it wine,
that excels; who is it then that rules them, or has
the lordship over them? are they not women?
15 Women have borne the king and all the people
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that bear rule by sea and land. 16 Even of them
came they: and they nourished them up that
planted the vineyards, from whence the wine
comes. 17 These also make garments for men;
these bring glory unto men; and without women
cannot men be. 18 Yea, and if men have gathered
together gold and silver, or any other goodly thing,
do they not love a woman which is comely in fa-
vour and beauty? 19 And letting all those things
go, do they not gape, and even with open mouth fix
their eyes fast on her; and have not all men more
desire unto her than unto silver or gold, or any
goodly thing whatsoever? 20 A man leaves his
own father that brought him up, and his own coun-
try, and cleaves unto his woman. 21 He sticks not
to spend his life with his woman and remembers
neither father, nor mother, nor country. 22 By this
also ye must know that women have dominion
over you: do ye not labour and toil, and give and
bring all to the woman? 23 Yea, a man takes his
sword, and goes his way to rob and to steal, to sail
upon the sea and upon rivers; 24 And looks upon
a lion, and goes in the darkness; and when he has
stolen, spoiled, and robbed, he brings it to his love.
25 Wherefore a man loves his woman better than
father or mother. 26 Yea, many there be that have
run out of their wits for women, and become serv-
ants for their sakes. 27 Many also have perished,
have erred, and sinned, for women. 28 And now
do ye not believe me? is not the king great in his
power? do not all regions fear to touch him?
29 Yet did | see him and Apame the king's concu-
bine, the daughter of the admirable Bartacus, sit-
ting at the right hand of the king, 30 And taking
the crown from the king's head, and setting it upon
her own head; she also struck the king with her
lefthand. 31 And yet for all this the king gaped and
gazed upon her with open mouth: if she laughed
upon him, he laughed also: but if she took any dis-
pleasure at him, the king was fain to flatter, that
she might be reconciled to him again. 32 O ye men,
how can it be but women should be strong, seeing
they do thus?

33 Then the king and the princes looked
one upon another: so he began to speak of the
Truth. 34 O ye men, are not women strong? great
is the earth, high is the heaven, swift is the sun in
his course, for he compasses the heavens round
about, and fetches his course again to his own
place in one day. 35 Is he not great that makes
these things? therefore great is the Truth, and

stronger than all things. 36 All the earth cries

upon the Truth, and the heaven blesses it: all
W

own mouth you have vowed to the King of hea

works shake and tremble at it, and with itis no un-
righteous thing. 37 Wine is wicked, the king is
wicked, women are wicked, all the children of men
are wicked, and such are all their wicked works:
and there is no truth in them; in their unrighteous-
ness also they shall perish. 38 As for the Truth, i
endures, and is always strong; it lives and con-
quers forevermore. 39 With her there is no zc-
cepting of persons or rewards; but she does ta=
ings that are just, and refrains from all unius:
and wicked things; and all men do well like of 2=~
Wr in her judgment is any unrigh=
eousness; and she is the strength, kingde—.
power, and majesty, of all ages. Blessed bz =
ELOHIYM of Truth. 41 And with that he heic =

=

peace. And all the people then shouted, and szi2
great is truth, and mighty above all
42 Then said the king unto him, Ask what vouz
more than is appointed in the writing, and w= =+
give it you, because you are found wisest; anc 72z
shall sit next to me, and shall be called my cousi=

43 Then said he unto the king, Rems=-
ber your vow, which you have vowed to buiic
Yerushalayim, in the day when you came to your
kingdom, 44 And to send away all the vessels thz
were taken away out of Yerushalayim, whict
Koresh set apart, when he vowed to destroy Bab=.
and to send them again thither. 45 You also havs
vowed to build up the Temple, which th=
Edomiym burned when Yahudah was made desc-
late by the Kasdiym. 46 And now, O lord the king
this is that which I require, and which I desire <7
you, and this is the princely liberality proceeding
from yourself: I desire therefore that you mass
good the vow, the performance whereof with your

47 Then Dareyavesh the king stood up, and Kiss=c
him, and wrote cepheriym for him unto all &=
treasurers and lieutenants and captains and g~
ernors, that they should safely convey on thzi-
way both him, and all those that go up with him =
build Yerushalayim. 48 He wrote cepheriym z.=:
unto the lieutenants that were in Celo Aram z=2
Phoenicia, and unto them in Lebanon,258 thaz 22
should bring cedar wood from Lebanon =iz
Yerushalayim, and that they should build 3
with him. 49 Moreover he wrote for all ths 7z-
hudiym that went out of his realm up intc
dah, concerning their freedom, that no offi
ruler, no lieutenant, nor treasurer, should for==>
enter into their doors; 50 And that all the cov-—:
which they hold should be free without =5
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and i ould give over the vil-
:zges of the Yahudi hich_then they held:
51 Yea, that there should be yearly given twenty
tzlents to the building of the Temple, until the time
that it were built; 52 And other ten talents yearly,
0 maintain the burnt offerings upon the altar
every day, as they had a commandment to offer
seventeen: 53 And that all they that went from Ba-
bel to build the city should have free liberty, as
well they as their posterity, and all the priests that
went away. 54 He wrote also concerning. the
charges, and the priests’ vestments wherein they
minister; 55 And likewise for the charges of the
Leviyiym, to be given them until the day that the
house was finished, and Yerushalayim built up.
56 And he commanded to give to all that kept the
city pensions and wages. 57 He sent away also all
the vessels from Babel, that Koresh had set apart;
and all that Koresh had given in commandment,
the same charged he also to be done, and sent unto
Yerushalayim. 58 Now when this young man was
gone forth, he lifted up his face to heaven toward
Yerushalayim, and praised the King of heaven,
59 And said, From you comes victory, from you
comes wisdom, and yours is the glory, and I am
your servant. 60 Blessed are you, who have given
me wisdom: for to you I give thanks, 0 YAHUAH of
our fathers.

61 And so he took the cepheriym, and
went out, and came unto Babel, and told it all his
brethren. 62 And they praised the ELOHIYM of
their fathers, because he had given them freedom
and liberty 63To go up, and to build
Yerushalayim, and the Temple which is called by
his name: and they feasted with instruments of

music and gladnt;;s seven days,
5 AFTER this were the principal men of the

fgmilies chosen according to their tribes,

to go up with their women and sons and
daughters, with their menservants and maidser-
vants, and their cattle. 2 And Dareyavesh sent
with them a thousand horse@gg‘,' till they had
brought them back to Yerushalayim safely, and
with musical instruments tabrets and flutes, 3 And

all their brethren played, and he made them go up
together with them.

4 And these are the names of the men
VLhiCh went up, according to their families among
their Tribes, “after their scveral heads & The
priests, the sons of Piynechac?5% the son of
Aharon: Yahusha the son of Yahutsadag,?591 the
son of Serayahu,2592 and Yahuyaqiym the son of
Zerubbavel, the son of She’altiy’el, of the house of

& H %mzm‘m‘i;,;;@:

David, out of the kindred of Perets, of the tribe of
Yahudah; 6 Who spoke wise sentences before
Dareyavesh the king of Persia in the second year
of his reign, in the month Niycan, which is the first
month.

7 And these are they of Yahudah that
came up from the captivity, where they dwelt as
strangers, whom Nevukadne'tstsar the king of Ba-
bel had carried away unto Babel. 8 And they re-
turned unto Yerushalayim, and to the other parts
of Yahudah; man to his own city, who came
with Zerubbavel, with Yeshua, Nt.zchemyah,zs‘33
and Zakarxahus and Re'elayah,259¢ Na-
chamaniy,2595 Mordekai. Bilshan,259% Micpar,2597
Re’elayah,?59% Rechum, % and Ba'ana, their
guides. 9 The number of them of the nation, and
their governors, sons of Par*osh,269 two thousand
a hundred seventy and two; the sons of
Shephatyahu,2601 four hundred seventy and two:
10 The sons of Arach,2692 seven hundred fifty and
six: 11 The sons of Pachath Mo’av,2603 two thou-
sand eight hundred and twelve: 12 The sons of
Eylam, a thousand two hundred fifty and four: the
sons of Zathul, nine hundred forty and five: the
sons of Zakkai, 2604 seven hundred and five: the
sons of Baniy, six hundred forty and eight: 13 The
sons of Bevai, six hundred twenty and three: the
sons of Shallum,2695 three thousand two hundred
twenty and two: 14 The sons of Adoniygam, six
hundred sixty and seven: the sons of Bigvai,2606
two thousand sixty and six: the sons of Adiyn, four
hundred fifty and four: 15 The sons of Ater of
Yechizqiyahu,2607 ninety and two: the sons of Ki-
lan?608 and Azephurith2609 threescore and seven:
the sons of Azzur,2610 four hundred thirty and two:
16 The sons of Chananyahu, a hundred and one:
the sons of Arom, thirty two: and the sons of
Betsai,2611 three hundred twenty and three: the
sons of Azephurith, a hundred and two: 17 The

sons of Meterus, three thousand and five: the sons
of Beyt Lechem,#012 a hundred twenty and three:

18 They of Netophah, fifty and five: they of
Anathoth, a hundred fifty and eight: they of Beyt
Tsayad,2613 forty and two: 19 They of Qiryat
Ye'ariym, 2614 twenty and five: they of
Kephiyrah2615 and Be’eroth,2616 seven hundred
forty and three: they of Pira, seven hundred:
20 They of Qedesh2617 gnd Ammidoy 2618 foyr
hundred twenty and two: they of Ramah2619 and
Geva,2620 six hundred twenty and one: 21 They of
Mikmash,262! 3 hundred twenty and two: they of
Beyt-EL,2622 fifty and two: the sons of Magvish,2623
a hundred fifty and six: 22 The sons of Lod,
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Hadid?62¢ and Ono,2625 seven hundred twenty and
five: the sons of Yeriycho,2626 two hundred forty
and five: 23 The sons of Chananyahu, three thou-
sand three hundred and thirty. 24 The priests: the
sons of Yeda'yah,2627 the son of Yeshua among the
sons of Elyashiyv,2628 nine hundred seventy and
two: the sons of Immer,262% a thousand fifty and
two: 25 The sons of Phassaron, a thousand forty
and seven: the sons of Karmel,2630 a thousand and
seventeen.

26 The Leviyiym: the sons of Yeshua,2631
and Qadmiy’e], 2632 and Banuas, and Hudavyah,2633
seventy and four.

27 The holy singers: the sons of Acaph, a
hundred twenty and eight.

28 The porters: the sons of Shallum,2634
the sons of Ater,2635 the sons of Talmon, the sons
of Akkuv,2636 the sons of Chatiyta,2637 the sons of
Shovai,2638 in all a hundred thirty and nine. 29 The
servants of the Temple: the sons of Esau, the sons
of Chasupha,?63 the sons of Tabba'oth,2640 the
sons of Kepha,2641 the sons of Cud, the sons of Pa-
don,2642 the sons of Livnah,2643 the sons of Cha-
gava,?644 30 The sons of Akkuv,2645 the sons of Uta,
the sons of Ketav,2646 the sons of Chagav,2647 the
sons of Shamlai,264¢ the sons of Anan, the sons of
Giddel,26% the sons of Gahar,2650 31 The sons of
Re’ayah,2651 the sons of Retsiyn,2652 the sons of
Neqoda,?653 the sons of Chaseva,2654 the sons of
Gazzam,2655 the sons of Uzza,2656 the sons of
Piynechac, the sons of Azare, the sons of Becai 2657
the sons of Acnah,2658 the sons of Ma'uniy,2659 the
sons of Nephusheciym,2660 the sons of Bagbug,2661
the sons of Chaqupha,2662 the sons of Ashshur, the
sons of Pharakim, the sons of Batsluth,2663 32 The
sons of Mechiyda,2664 the sons of Kuthah,2665 the
sons of Charsha,2666 the sons of Charcus, the sons
of Ciycera,2667 the sons of Temach,2668 the sons of
Netsiyach,2669 the sons of Chatiypha.2670 33 The
sons of the servants of Shalomah: the sons of
Azanyah,2671 the sons of Peruda,2672 the sons of
Ya'ala,?673 the sons of Darqon,2674 the sons of Gid-
del, 2675 the sons of Shephatyahu,2676 34 The sons
of Chattiyl 2677 the sons of Pokereth Tse-
vayiym,2678 the sons of Shovai,2679 the sons of Sa-
rothie, the sons of Masyahu,2680 the sons of Gar,
the sons of Barzillai268! the sons of Subah, the
sons of Apherra, the sons of Barodis, the sons of
Shephatyahu,2682 the sons of Allom. 35 All the
ministers of the Temple, and the sons of the serv-
ants of Shalomah, were three hundred seventy
and two. 36 These came up from Tel Melach2683
and Tel Charsha,268¢ Keruv and Addan2685 |eading

. 44

them, and Immer;2686 37 Neither could they show
their families, nor their stock, how they were of
Yashar'el: the sons of La'dan, the son of Ban, the
sons of Neqoda,2687 six hundred fifty and two.
38 And of the priests that usurped the office of the
priesthood, and were not found: the sons of Ova-
dyahu,2688 the sons of Qots,2689 the sons of Barzil-
lai, who married Augia one of the daughters of
Barzillai, 269 and was named after his name.

39 And when the description of the kin-
dred of these men was sought in the register, and
was not found, they were removed from executing
the office of the priesthood: 40 For unto them said
Nechemyah and Tirshatha,2691 that they should
not be partakers of the holy things, till there arose
up a high priest clothed with doctrine and truth.
41 So of Yashar'el, from them of twelve yeag?ld
and upward, they were all in number forty thou-
ia_g_g_,_' beside menservants and womenservants
two thousand three hundred and sixty. 42 Their
menservants and handmaids were seven thou-
sand three hundred forty and seven: the singing
men and singing women, two hundred forty and
five: 43 Four hundred thirty and five camels,
seven thousand thirty and six horses, two hun-
dred forty and five mules, five thousand five hun-
dred twenty and five beasts used to the yoke.
44 And certain of the chief of their families, when
they came to the Temple of ELOHIYM that is in
Yerushalayim, vowed to set up the house again in
his own place according to their ability, 45 And to
give into the holy treasury of the works a thousand
pounds of gold, five thousand of silver, and a hun-
dred priestly vestments. 46 And so dwelt the
priests and the Leviyiym and the people in
Yerushalayim, and in the country, the singers also
and the porters; and all Yashar'el in their villages.
47 But when the seventh month was at hand, and
when the children of Yashar’el were every man in
his own place, they came all together with one
consent into the open place of the first gate which
is toward the east. 48 Then stood up Yahusha the
son of Yahutsadaq, and his brethren the priests
and Zerubbavel the son of She‘altiy’el, and his
brethren, and made ready the altar of the ELO-
HIYM of Yashar'el, 49 To offer burnt sacrifices

upon it, according as it is expressly commanded in
e_cepher of Mosheh the man of ELOHIYM.
50 And there were gathered unto them out of the

other nations of the land, and they erected the al-

tar upon his own place, because all the nations of

the land were at enmity with them, and gppressed
Eem; and they offered sacrifices according to the
T N y &
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time, and burnt offerings to YAHUAH both morn-
ing and evening. 51 Also_they held. the Eeast of
Cukkoth,53¢ as it is commanded in the Torah, and
offered sacrifices daily, as was meet: 52 And after
that, the continual oblations, and the sacrifice of
the Shabbathoth,535 and of the New Moons, and of
z2ll holy feasts.

53 And all they that had made any vow
0 ELOHIYM began to offer sacrifices to ELOHIYM
irom the first day of the seventh month, although
the Temple of YAHUAH was not yet built. 54 And
they gave unto the masons and carpenters money,
meat, and drink, with cheerfulness. 55 Unto them
of Tsiydon also and Tsor they gave carts, that they
should bring cedar trees from Lebanon, which
should be brought by floats to the haven of Yapho,

64 But many with shofars and joy shouted with
loud voice, 65 So much so that the shofars might
not be heard for the weeping of the people: yet the
multitude sounded marvellously, so that it was
heard afar off.

66 Wherefore when the enemies of the
tribe of Yahudah and Binyamiyn heard it, they
came to know what that noise of shofars should
mean. 67 And they perceived that they that were
of the captivity did build the Temple unto YA-
HUAH ELOHIYM of Yashar’el. 68 So they went to
Zerubbavel and Yeshua, and to the chief of the
families, and said unto them, We will build to-
gether with you. 69 For we likewise, as ye, do obey
your ADONAI, and do sacrifice unto him from the
days of Azbazareth the king of Ashshur, who

according as s it was commanded them by Koresh
king of the Persians. 56 And in the second year
and second month after his coming to the Temple
of ELOHIYM at Yerushalayim began Zerubbavel
the son of She'altiy’el, and Yahusha the son of Ya-
hutsadaq, and their brethren, and the priests, and
the Leviyiym, and all they that were come unto
Yerushalayim out of the captivity: 57 And they
iaid the foundation of the house of ELOHIYM in the
first day of the second month, in the second year
after they were come to Yahudah and
Yerushalayim. 58 And they appointed the Levi-
vivmn from twenty years old over the works of YA-
HUAH. Then stood ood up Yeshua, and his sons and
brethren, and Qadmiy’el his br brother, and the sons
of Madiabun, with the sons of Yahudah2692 the son
of Eliadun, with their sons and brethren, all Levi-
viym, with one accord setters forward of the busi-
ness, labouring to advance the works in the house
of ELOHIYM. So the workmen built the Temple of
YAHUAH. 59 And_the priests stood arrayed in
their vestments with musical instruments and

brought us hither. 70 Then Zerubbavel and Ye-
shua and the chief of the families of Yashar’el said
unto them, Itis not for us and you to build together
a house unto YAHUAH ELOHAYNU. 71 We our-
selves alone will build unto YAHUAH of Yashar'el,
according as Koresh the king of the Persians has
commanded us. 72 But the heathen of the land ly-
ing heavy upon the inhabitants of Yahudah, and
holding them strait, hindered their building;
73 And by their secret plots, and popular persua-
sions and commotions, they hindered the finishing
of the building all the time that king Koresh lived:
so they were hindered from building for the space
of two years, until the reign of Dareyavesh.

NOW in the second year of the reign of

6 Dareyavesh, Chaggai?6?3 and Zakaryahu
~ the son of Iddo,26% the prophets, prophe-
sied unto the Yahudiym in Yahudah and
YeruTlaylm in the name of of YAHUAH ELOHIYM
of Yashar’el, which was upon them. 2 Then stood

up Zerubbavel the son of She’altiy’el, 269 and Ya-
husha the son of Yahutsadag, and began to build

trumpets; and the Leviyiym the sons of Acaph had
‘cy'ﬁﬁl%, 60 Singing songs of thanksgiving, and
praising YAHUAH, according as David the king of
Yashar'el had ordained. 61 And they sung with
ioud voices songs to the praise of YAHUAH, be-
cause his mercy and glory is forever in all

Yashar’el. 62 And all the people sounded shofars,
and shouted with a Toud voice, singing songs of
thanksgiving unto YAHUAH for the rearing up of
the house of YAHUAH. 63 Also of the priests ’a_rLa
Leviyiym, and of the chief of their families, the an-

cients who had seen the former house came to the
building of this with weeping and great crying.

the house of YAHUAH at Yerushalayim, the proph-
ets of YAHUAH being with them, and helping them.

3 At the same time came unto them Tat-
tenai?6% the governor of Aram and Phoenicia,
with Shethar Bozenaiz697 and his companions, and
said unto them, 4 By whose appointment do ye
build this house and this roof, and perform all the
other things? and who are the workmen that per-
form these things? 5 Nevertheless the elders of
the Yahudiym obtained favour, because YAHUAH
had visited the captivity; 6 And they were not hin-
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dered from building, until such time as significa-
tion was given unto Dareyavesh concerning them,
and an answer received.

7 The copy of the cepheriym which Tat-
tenai, governor of Aram and Phoenicia, and
Shethar Bozenai, with their companions, rulers in
Aram and Phoenicia, wrote and sent unto Dareya-
vesh; To king Dareyavesh, greeting: 8 Let all
things be known unto our lord the king, that being
come into the country of Yahudah, and entered
into the city of Yerushalayim we found in the city
of Yerushalayim the ancients of the Yahudiym that
were of the captivity 9 Building a house unto YA-
HUAH, great and new, of hewn and costly stones,
and the timber already laid upon the walls. 10 And
those works are done with great speed, and the
work goes on prosperously in their hands, and
with all glory and diligence is it made. 11 Then
asked we these elders, saying, By whose com-
mandment build ye this house, and lay the founda-
tions of these works? 12 Therefore to the intent
that we might give knowledge unto you by writing,
we demanded of them who were the chief doers,
and we required of them the names in writing of
their principal men. 13 So they gave us this an-
swer, We are the servants of YAHUAH which made
heaven and earth. 14 And as for this house, it was
built many years ago by a king of Yashar’el great
and strong, and was finished. 15 But when our fa-
thers provoked ELOHIYM unto wrath, and sinned
against YAHUAH of Yashar'el which is in heaven,
he gave them over into the power of
Nevukadne’tstsar king of Babel, of the Kasdiym;
16 Who pulled down the house, and burned it, and
carried away the people captives unto Babel
17 But in the first year that king Koresh reigned

over the country of Babel, Koresh the king wrote

to build up this house. 18 And the holy vessels of
gold and of silver, that Nevukadne'tstsar had car-
ried away out of the house at Yerushalayim, and
had set them in his own temple those Koresh the
king brought forth again out of the temple at Ba-
bel, and they were delivered to Zerubbavel and to
Sheshbatstsarz698 the ruler, 19 With command-
ment that he should carry away the same vessels,
and put them in the Temple at Yerushalayim; and
that the Temple of YAHUAH should be built in his
place. 20 Then the same Sheshbatstsar, being
come hither, laid the foundations of the house of
YAHUAH at Yerushalayim; and from that time to
this being still a building, it is not yet fully ended.
21 Now therefore, if it seem good unto the king, let
search be made among the records of king Koresh:

22 And if it be found that the building of the house
of YAHUAH at Yerushalayim has been done with
the consent of king Koresh, and if our lord the king
be so minded, let him signify unto us thereof.
23 Then commanded king Dareyavesh to seek
among the records at Babel: and so at Ecbatane
the palace, which is in the country of Madai, there
was found a roll wherein these things were rec-
orded. 24 In the first year of the reign of Koresh
king Koresh commanded that the house of YA-
HUAH at Yerushalayim should be built again,
where they do sacrifice with continual fire:
25 Whose height shall be sixty cubits and the
breadth sixty cubits, with three rows of hew=n
Stones, and one row of new wood of that country:
and the expences thereof to be given out of th=
house of king Koresh: 26 And that the holy vessz!s
of the house of YAHUAH, both of gold and silver.
that Nevukadne'tstsar took out of the house z:
Yerushalayim, and brought to Babel, should be r=-
stored to the house at Yerushalayim, and be set i-
the place where they were before. 27 And alsc h=
commanded that Tattenai the governor of Arzam
and Phoenicia, and Shethar Bozenai, and "1::.'
companions, and those which were appointed ru’

ers in Aram and Phoenicia, should be careful nc:
to meddle with the place, but suffer Zerubbmz

the servant of YAHUAH, and governor of Yahucz=

and the elders of the Yahudiym, to build the haus=
of YAHUAH in that place. 28 I have commandas
also to have it built up whole again; and that thes
look diligently to help those that be of the capt~ic
of the Yahudiym, till the house of YAHUAH be 7iz-
ished: 29 And out of the tribute of Celo Aram
Phoenicia a portion carefully to be given
men for the sacrifices of YAHUAH, that !
Zerubbavel the governor, for bullocks, and
and lambs; 30 And also grain, salt, wine, zng «:.
and that continually every year without furt
question, according as the priests that b
Yerushalayim shall signify to be daily =
31 That offerings may be made to EL ELYON
the king and for his children, and that thev
pray for their lives. 32 And he commanded
whosoever should transgress, yea, or makes :
anything afore spoken or written, out of &
house should a tree be taken, and he “H—a o De
hanged, and all his goods seized for ths «-z
33 YAHUAH therefore, whose name is thers

stretches out his hand to hinder or endzmazzsz

w
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house of YAHUAH in Yerushalayim. 34 I Dareya-
vesh the king have ordained that according unto
these things it be done with diligence.

THEN Tattenai the governor of Celo Aram

and Phoenicia, and Shethar Bozenai, with

their companions following the com-
mandments of king Dareyavesh, 2 Did very care-
fully oversee the holy works, assisting the ancients
of the Yahudiym and governors of the Temple.
3 And so the holy works prospered, when Chaggai
and Zakaryahu the prophets prophesned 4 And
they finished these things by the commandment of
YAHUAH ELOHIYM of Yashar'el, and with the con-

AND after these things, when Artach-
8 shashta the king of the Persians reigned

came Ezra the son of Serayahu, the son of
Azaryahu,26% the son of Chilgiyahu,279° the son of
Shallum, 2 The son of Tsadoq,271 the son of Achiy-
tuv,2702 the son of Amaryahu,2703 the son of
Azaryahu,27%4 the son of Merayoth,27%5 the son of
Zerachyah,2706 the son of Uzziy,2707 the son of
Bugqgqiy,2708 the son of Aviyshua27%%, the son of

Piynechac, the son of El'azar, the son of Aharon the

chief priest. 3 This Ezra went up from Babel, as a
e Y

scribe, being very ready in the Torah of Mosheh,
that was given by the ELOHIYM of Yashar'el. 4 And

sent of Koresh, Dareyavesh, and Artachshashta,
kings of Persia. 5 And thus was the holy house fin-
ished in the three and twentieth day of the month
Adar, in the sixth year of Dareyavesh king of the
Persians

6 And the children of Yashar'el, the
priests, and the Leviyiym, and others that were of
the captivity, that were added unto them, did ac-

cording to the things written in the cepher of

Mgsheh. 7 And to the dedication of the Templ e of
YAHUAH they offered a hundred bullocks two
hundred rams, four hundred lambs; 8 And twelve
‘goats for the sin of all Yashar'el, according to the
number of the chief of the tribes of Yashar'el.
9 The priests also and the Leviyiym stood arrayed
in their vestments, according to their kindreds, in
the service of YAHUAH ELOHIYM of Yashar’el, ac-
cording to the cepher of Mosheh: and the porters
atevery gate. 10 And the children of Yashar’el that
were of the captivity held the Pecach53¢ the four-
teenth day of the first month, after that the priests
and the Leviyiym were sanctified. 11 They that

the king did him honour: for he found grace in his
sight in all his requests. 5 There went up with him
also certain of the children of Yashar’el, of the
priest of the Leviyiym, of the holy singers, porters,
and ministers of the Temple, unto Yerushalayim,
6In the seventh year of the reign of
Artachshashta, in the fifth month, this was the
king's seventh year; for they went from Babel in
the first day of the first month, and came to
Yerushalayim, according to the prosperous jour-
ney which YAHUAH gave them. 7 For Ezra had
very great skill, so that he omitted nothing of the
'l‘g“ah\yd commandments of YAHUAH, but taught
all Yashar'el the ordinances and judgments. 8 Now
Be e T The coision, Wit wae et
from Artachshashta the king, and came to Ezra the
priest and reader of the Torah of YAHUAH, is this
that follows; 9 King Artachshashta unto Ezra the
priest and reader of the Torah of YAHUAH sends
greeting: 10 Having determined to deal gra-
ciously, I have given order, that such of the nation
of the Yahudiym, and of the priests and Leviyiym

were of the captivity were not all sanctified to-

being within ourrealm, as are willing and desirous

gether: but the Leviyiym were all sanctified to-

should go with you unto Yerushalayim. 11 As

gether. 12 And so they offered the Pecach for all
them of the captivity, and for their brethren the
priests, and for themselves. 13 And the children of
Yashar’el that came out of the captivity did eat,
even all they that had separated themselves from
the abominations of the people of the land, and
sough“—YAHUAH 14 And they kept the Feast of
Matstsah®? seven days, making merry before YA-

HUAH, 15 For that he had turned the counsel of

the king of Ashshur toward them, to strengthen
their hands in the works of YAHUAH ELOHIYM of of
Yashar'el.

536 Dacenvar

r'ﬁ-zﬁy therefore as have a mind thereunto, let them
depart with you, as it has seemed good both to me
and my seven friends the counsellors; 12 That
they may look unto the affairs of Yahudah and
Yerushalayim, agreeably to that which is in the To-
rah of YAHUAH; 13 And carry the gifts unto YA-

e e T e,
HUAH of Yashar’el to Yerushalayim, which I and

my friends have vowed, and all the gold and silver
that in the country of Babel can be found, to YA-
HUAH in Yerushalayim, 14 With that also which is
given of the people for the Temple of YAHUAH
ELOHAYHEM at Yerushalayim: and that silver and
gold may be collected for bullocks, rams, and
lambs, and things thereunto appertaining; 15 To

T T O SRR Y R
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the end that they may offer sacrifices unto YA-
HUAH upon the altar of YAHUAH ELOHAYHEM,
which is in Yerushalayim. 16 And whatsoever you
and your brethren will do with the silver and gold,
that do, according to the will of your ELOHIYM.
17 And the holy vessels of YAHUAH, which are
given you for the use of the Temple of your ELO-
HIYM, which is in Yerushalayim, you shall set be-
fore your ELOHIYM in Yerushalayim. 18 And
whatsoever thing else you shall remember for the
use of the Temple of your ELOHIYM, you shall give
it out of the king's treasury. 19 And I king
Artachshashta have also commanded the keepers
of the treasures in Aram and Phoenicia, that what-
soever Ezra the priest and the reader of the Torah
of EL ELYON shall send for, they should give it him
with speed, 20 To the sum of a hundred talents of
silver, likewise also of wheat even to a hundred
cors, and a hundred pieces of wine, and other
things in abundance. 21 Let all _things be
formed after the Torah of ELOHIYM diligently
unto EL_ELYON, that wrath _come not upon the
“kingdom of the king and his sons. 22 1 command
you also, that ye require no tax, nor anm-
posmon of any of the priests, or Leviyiym, or ___y
smgers, or porters, or ministers of the TemplgLor
of any that have doings in this Temple, and that no
man_have authority to impose anything upon
t,]l(.’.ﬂ'l_. 23 And you, Ezra, according to the wisdom
of ELOHIYM ordain judges and justices, that they
may judge. Aram and Phoenicia all those that
know the Torah of your ELOHIYM; and those that
know it not you shall teach. 24 And whosoever
shall transgress the Torah of your ELOHIYM, and
of the king, shall be punished diligently, whether
it be by death, or other punishment, by penalty of
money, or by imprisonment. )

25 Then said Ezra the scribe, Blessed be
the only YAHUAH ELOHIYM of my fathers, who
has put these things into the heart of the king, to
glorify his house that is in Yerushalayim: 26 And
has honoured me in the sight of the king, and his
counsellors, and all his friends and nobles.

27 Therefore was 1 encouraged by the
help of YAHUAH ELOHAI and gathered together
men of Yashar'el to go up with me. 28 And these
are the chief according to their families and sev-
eral dignities, that went up with me from Babel in
the reign of king Artachshashta: 29 Of the sons of
Piynechac, Gershom:271¢ of the sons of Iythamar,
Daniy’el:2711 of the sons of David, Chattush2712 the
son of Shekanyahu;2713 30 Of the sons of Perets,
Zakaryahu; and with him were counted a hundred

and fifty men: 31 Of the sons of Pahath Mo’av, El-
yahu'aynai,2714 the son of Zerachyah, and with him
two hundred men: 32 Of the sons of Zattu,2715
Shekanyahu the son of Yachaziy’el, 2716 and with
him three hundred men: of the sons of Adiyn,
Eved?717 the son of Yonathan, and with him two
hundred and fifty men: 33 Of the sons of Eylam,
Yo'shiyahu son of Athalyahu,2718 and with him sev-
enty men: 34 Of the sons of Shephatyahu,2719
Zerachyah son of Miyka’el, and with him three-
score and ten men: 35 Of the sons of Yo'av, Ova-
dyahu?720 son of Yachaziy’el, and with him two
hundred and twelve men: 36 Of the sons of
Baniy,?72! Shelomiyth?722 son of Yociphyah,2723
and with him a hundred and threescore men:
37 Of the sons of Bevai272¢ Zakaryahu son of
Bevai, and with him twenty and eight men: 38 Of
the sons of Azgad?725 Yahuchanon?726 son of
Haqatan,2727 and with him a hundred and ten men:
39 Of the sons of Adoniygam the last, and these
are the names of them, Eliyphelet, Ye'iy'el,2728 and
Shema’yahu, and with them seventy men: 40 Of
the sons of Bigvai,272% Uthai2730 the son of Zab-
bud,?731 and with him seventy men.

41 And these | gathered together to the
river called Ahava,2732 where we pitched our tents
three days: and then | surveyed them. 42 But
when I had found there none of the priests and
Leviyiym, 43Then sent I unto El'azar, and
Ari'el2733 and Shema'yahu,2734 44 And Elnz-
than,2735 and Shema'yahu,?736 and Yariyv,2737 anc
Nathan, Eunatan, Zakaryahu, and Meshullam,273:
principal men and learned. 45 And I bade them
that they should go unto 1ddo?73° the captain, who
was in the place of the treasury: 46 And com-
manded them that they should speak untc
1ddo,2740 and to his brethren, and to the treasurers
in that place, to send us such men as might execus
the priests’ office in the house of YAHUAH. 47 And
by the mighty hand of our ADONAI they brough:
unto us skilful men of the sons of Machllv 742 the
son of Leviy, the son of Yashar'el, Sherevy ah,/ "4
and his sons, and his brethren, whomeer.
48 And Chashavyahu 2743 and Baniy,>#* and Ye-
sha’ yahu2745 his brother, of the sons of Me-

G
rariy,2746 and their sons, were twenty men.

49 And of the servants of the Tempiz
whom David had ordained, and the principal me=
for the service of the Leviyiym to wit, the servan:s
of the Temple two hundred and twenty, the czz=-
logue of whose names were showed. 50 And th=rs
I vowed a fast unto the young men before cur .l -
ONALJ, to desire of him a prosperous journsy 52z
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for us and them that were with us, for our chil-
dren, and for the cattle: 51 For | was ashamed to
ask the king footmen, and horsemen, and conduct
for safeguard against our adversaries. 52 For we
had said unto the king, that the power of YAHUAH
ELOHAYNU should be with them that seek him, to
support them in all ways. 53 And again we be-
sought our ADONAI as touching these things, and
found him favourable unto us. 54 Then 1 sepa-
rated twelve of the chief of the priests,
Sherevyah,2747 and Chashavyahu,2748 and ten men
of Eglr brethren with them: 55 And 1 weighed
them the gold, and the silver, and the holy vessels
of the house of our ADONAI, which the king, and
his council, and the princes, and all Yashar'el, had
given. 56 And when I had weighed it, I delivered
unto them six hundred and fifty talents of silver,
and silver vessels of a hundred talents, and a hun-
dred talents of gold, 57 And twenty golden ves-
sels, and twelve vessels of brass, even of fine brass,
glittering like gold. 58 And I said unto them, Both
ve are holy unto YAHUAH, and the vessels are
holy, and the gold and the silver is a vow unto YA-
HUAH, YAHUAH of our fathers. 59 Watch ye, and
keep them till ye deliver them to the chief of the
priests and Leviyiym, and to the principal men of
the families of Yashar'el, in Yerushalayim, into the
chambers of the house of our ELOHIYM. 60 So the
priests and the Leviyiym, who had received the sil-
ver and the gold and the vessels, brought them
unto Yerushalayim, into the Temple of YAHUAH.
61 And from the river Ahava we departed the
twelfth day of the first month, and came to
Yerushalayim by the mighty hand of our ADONAI,
which was with us: and from the beginning of our
journey YAHUAH delivered us from every enemy,
and so we came to Yerushalayim. 62 And when we
had been there three days, the gold and silver that
was weighed was delivered in the house of our
ADONATI on the fourth day unto Meremoth?749 the
priest the son of Uriyahu.?75° 63 And with him was
El'azar the son of Piynechac, and with them were
Yozavad?’s! the son of Yahusha?’52 and
No'adyah?753 the son of Binnuy,275¢ Leviyiym: all
was delivered them by number and weight.
64 And all the weight of them was written up the
same hour. 65 Moreover they that were come out
of the captivity offered sacrifice unto YAHUAH
ELOHIYM of Yashar’el, even twelve bullocks for all
Yashar’el, fourscore and sixteen rams, 66 Three-
score and twelve lambs, goats for a peace offering,
twelve; all of them a sacrifice to YAHUAH. 67 And
they delivered the king's commandments unto the

I R Tal

to wit, of the Kena'aniym, Chittiym, Perizzi

king's stewards' and to the governors of Celo
Aram and Phoenicia; and they honoured the peo-

ple and the Temple of ELOHIYM.

68 Now when these things were done,
the rulers came unto me, and said, 69 The nation
of Yashar'el, the princes, the priests and Leviyiym,
have not put away from them the strange people
of the land,T‘l:)-l—'-t\h%-ﬁa\"’\~'ﬁ“—"L pollutions of the other nations

2755

Yevuciym, and the Mo'aviym, h‘ditsriym, and
Edomiym. 70 For both they and their sons have
married with their daughters, and the holy seed is
mixed with the strange people of the land; and
from the beginning of this matter the rulers and
the great men have been partakers of this iniquity.
71 And as soon as I had heard these things, I rent
my clothes, and the holy garment, and pulled off
the hair from off my head and beard, and sat me
down sad and very heavy. 72 So all they that were
then moved at the Word of YAHUAH ELOHIYM of
Yashar'el assembled unto me, while | mourned for
the iniquity: but I sat still full of heaviness until the
evening sacrifice. 73 Then rising up from the fast
with my clothes and the holy garment rent, and
bowing my knees, and stretching forth my hands
unto YAHUAH, 741 said, O YAHUAH, I am con-
founded and ashamed before your face; 75 For
our sins are multiplied above our heads, and our
ignorances have reached up unto heaven. 76 For-
ever since the time of our fathers we have been
and are in great sin, even unto this day. 77 And for
our sins and our fathers' we with our brethren and
our kings and our priests were given up unto the
kings of the earth, to the sword, and to captivity,
and for a prey with shame, unto this day. 78 And
now in some measure has mercy been showed
unto us from you, 0 YAHUAH, that there should be
left us a root and a name in the place of your sanc-
tuary; 79 And to discover unto us a light in the
house of YAHUAH ELOHAYNU, and to give us food
in the time of our servitude. 80 Yea, when we were
in bondage, we were not forsaken of our ADONAL;
but he made us gracious before the kings of Persia,
so that they gave us food; 81 Yea, and honoured
the Temple of our ADONAI, and raised up the des-
olate Tsiyon, that they have given us a sure abid-
ing in Yahudah and Yerushalayim. 82 And now, 0
YAHUAH, what shall we say, having these things?
for we have transgressed your commandments,
which you gave by the hand of your servants the
prophets, saying, 83 That the land, which ye enter
into_to possess as a heritage, is a land po

with the pollutions of the strangers of the land,
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and they have filled it with their uncleanness.
84 Therefore now shall ye not join your daughters
unfo their sons, neither shall ye take their daugh-
Seek to have peace with them, that ye may be
strong, and eat the good thinEs of the land, and
that ye may leave the inheritance of the land unto
your children forevermore. 86 And all that is be-
fallen is done unto_us for our wicked works and
great sins; for you, O YAHUAH, did make our sins

]i@t, 87 And did give unto us such a root: but we

have tur; mg'a'mma,
the nations of the land. 88 Might not you be angry
with ns.to destrey us, till you had left us neither
root, seed, nor name? 89 O YAHUAH of Yashar’el,
hold, now are we before you in our iniquities, for
&Me
91 And as Ezra in his prayer made his
confession, weeping, and lying flat upon the
ground before the Temple, there gathered unto
him from Yerushalayim a very great multitude of
men and women and children: for there was great
weeping among the multitude. 92 Then Yekon-
yahu the son of Ye'iy'el,2756 one of the sons of
Yashar’el, called out, and said, O Ezra, we have
sinned against YAHUAH ELOHIYM, we have mar-
ried strange women of the nations of the land, and
now is all Yashar’el aloft. 93 Let us make an oath
Jmﬁat we will put away all our women,
which we_have taken of the heathen, with their
children, 94 Like as you have decreed, and as
mdo obey the Torah of YAHUAH. 9m§e
and put in execution: for to you does this matter
appertain, and we will be with you: do valiantly.
96 So Ezra arose, and took an oath of the chief of
the priests and Leviyiym of all Yashar’el to do after
these things; and so they swore.
THEN Ezra rising from the court of the
9 Temple went to the chamber of Ya-
huchanon?757 the son of Elyashiyv,2758
2 And remained there, and did eat no meat nor
drink water, mourning for the great iniquities of
the multitude. 3 And there was a proclamation in
all Yahudah and Yerushalayim to all them that
were of the captivity, that they should be gathered
together at Yerushalayim: 4 And that whosoever
met not there within two or three days according
as the elders that bore rule appointed, their cattle
should be seized to the use of the Temple, and

himself cast out from them that were of the captiv- °

‘_iiy‘; 5 And in three dazs were all they of the tribe of

Yahudah and Binyamiyn gathered together at
e —————

Yerushalayim the twentieth day of the ninth
month. 6 And all the multitude sat trembling in the
broad court of the Temple because of the present
foul weather. 7 So Ezra arose up, and said unto
them, Ye have transgressed the Torah in marrying
strange women, thereby to increase the sins of
Yashar'el. 8 And now by confessing give glory
unto YAHUAH ELOHIYM of our fathers, 9 And do
his will, and separate yourselves from the heathen
of the land, and from the strange women. 10 Then
cried the whole multitude, and said with a Joud
voice, Like as you have spoken, so will we do.
11 But forasmuch as the people are many, and it is
foul weather, so that we cannot stand without, and
this is not a work of a day or two, seeing our sin in
these things is spread far: 12 Therefore let the rul-
_ers of the multitude stay, and let all them of our
habitations that have strange women come at the
time appointed, 13 And with them the rulers and
judges of every place, till we turn away the wrath
of YAHUAH from us for this matter. 14 Then
Yonathan the son of Asah’el?759 and Yachzeyah?760
the son of Tiqvah?761 accordingly took this matter
upon them: and Meshullam?762 and Shabbathai2763
the Leviyiy276¢ helped them. 15 And they that
were of the captivity did according to all these
things. 16 And Ezra the priest chose unto him the
principal men of their families, all by name: and in
the first day of the tenth month they sat together
to examine the matter. 17 So their cause that held
'strange women was brought to an end in the first
day of the first month. 18 And of the priests that
were come together, and had strange women,
there were found: 19 Of the sons of Yahusha the
son of Yahutsadaq, and his brethren;
Ma'aseyahu?765 and El'azar, and Yariyv2766 and
Gedalyahu,2767 20 And they gave their hands to
put away their women and to offer rams to make
reconcilement for their errors. 21 And of the sons
of Immer,2768 Chananyahu, and Zevadyahu,275¢
and Ma'aseyahu,2770 and Shema'yahu,2’7! and
Yechiy’el, 2772 and Azaryahu. 22 And of the sons of
Pashchur;?773  Elyahu’aynai, 2774 Ma'aseyahu,2773
Yishma'el, and Nethan'el, and Yozavad?776 and
El'asah.2777 23 And of the Leviyiym; Yozavad, and
Shim'iy,2778 and Qelayah,2779 who was called Qeli-
yta,2780 and Pethachyah,278! and Yahudah, and Yo-
nah. 24 Of the holy singers; Elyashiyv,2762 Bac-
chur. 250f the porters; Shallum,2783 and
Telem,2784 26 Of them of Yashar'el, of the sons of
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Par’osh; Ramyah,2785 and Yizziyah,2786 and Malki-
yahu,2787 and Miyamiyn,2788 and El'azar, and
Malkiyahu,2789 and Benayahu.2790 27 Of the sons of
Eylam;2791  Mattanyahu,2792  Zakaryahu, and
Yechiy’el,?793 and Yeriymoth,279¢ and Eliyahu.2795
28 And of the sons of Zattu;2796 Elyahu'aynai,2797
Elyashiyv,2798 Mattanyahu,2799 Yeriymoth,2800 and
Zavad,?891 and Aziyza.2802 29 Of the sons of Ba-
vai;2803  Yahuchanon, and Chananyahu and
Yozavad, and Athlai2804 30 0Of the sons of
Baniy; 2805 Meshullam,2896 Malluk,2807 Adayahu,2808
Yashav,2809 She’al, 281 and Yeriymoth. 31 And of
the sons of Addiy; Adna,2811 and Ma'aseyahu,2812
Lakun,?813 and Benayahu,2814 and Mattanyahu,2815
and Betsal’el, 2816 Binnuy,2817 and Menashsheh.2818
32 And of the sons of Chananyahu; Elyahu'aynai
and Yishshiyahu,281® and Malkiyahu, and
Shema’yahu,2820 and Shim'on Chosameus. 33 And
of the sons of Chashum;282! Mattenai, 2822 and
Mattithyahu, and Zavad,2823 Eliyphelet, and
Menashsheh, and Shim'iy. 34 And of the sons of
Me'uniy;2824 Yirmeyahu, Ma‘adai,2825 Amram,2826
U’el, 2627 Benayahu,2628 and Bedeyah,2829 and Van-
yah,?830 Meremoth,2831 and Elyashiyv,2832 and Mat-
tanyahu, and Mattenai,2833 Ya'asu,2834 Baniy,2835
Binnuy,2836 Shim‘iy,2837 Shelemyahu,2838 Na-
than:283% and of the sons of Maknadbai;2840
Shashai, 2841 Sharai,2842 Azar'el,2843 Shallum,2844
Amaryahu,2845 Yoceph.2846 35 And of the sons of
Nevu;2847 Mattithyahu,2848 Zavad,2819 Yiddo,2850
Yo'el, Benayahu,2851 36 All these had taken
strange women, and theuut them away with
their children. 37 And W,
and the Yashar'el, dwelt in
Yerushalayim, and in the country, in the first day
of the seventh month: so the children of Yashar'el
were in their habitations.

38 And the whole multitude came to-
gether with one accord into the broad place of the

holy porch toward the east: 39 And they spoke
unto Ezra the priest and reader, that he would

bring the Torah of Mosheh, that was given of YA~

HUAH ELOHIYM of Yashar’el. 40 So Ezra the chief
e

priest brought the Torah unto the whole multi-
m man to woman, and to all the priests, to
Rear Torah in the first day of the seventh month.
41 And he read in the broad court before the holy
porch from morning unto midday, before both
men and women; and the multitude gave heed
unto the Torah. 42 And Ezra the priest and reader
of the Torah stood up upon a pulpitof wood, which
was made for that purpose. 43 And there stood up
by him Mattithyahu, Shema,2852 Chananyahu,
Azaryahu, Uriyahu, Chilgiyahu,2853
Ma'aseyahu,2854 upon the right hand: 44 And upon
his left hand stood Padon,2855 Miysha'el, 2856 Malki-
yahu, Chashum,2857 and Chashvaddanah.2858
45 Then took Ezra the Cepher of the Torah before
the he multitude: for he sat honourably in the first
p]ace in the sight of them all. 46 And when he
op_eLled the Torah, they stood all straight up. So
Ezra blessed YAHUAH EL ELYON, the ELOHIYM
TSEVA'OTH, EL SHADDAL 47 And all the people
answered, Amein; and lifting up their hands they
fell to the ground and worshipped YAHUAH.
48 Also Yahusha, Baniy,2859 Sherevyah,2860
Yamiyn,?861  Aqquv,2862 Shabbathai, 2863 Hodi-
yah2864, Ma'aseyahu,2865 and Qeliyta,
Azaryahu,?866 and Yozavad,?867 and Chananyahu,
Pelayah,2868 the Leviyiym, taught the Torah of YA-
HUAH, making them withal to understand it.
49 Then spoke Tirshatha2869 unto Ezra the chief
priest and reader, and to the Leviyiym that taught
the multitude, even to all, saying, 50 This day is
holy unto YAHUAH; (for they all wept when they
heard the Torah:) 51 Go then, and eat the fat, and
drink the sweet, and send part to them that have
nothing; 52 For this day is holy unto YAHUAH: and
be not sorrowful; for YAHUAH will bring you to
honour. 53 So the Leviyiym published all things to
the people, saying, This day is holy to YAHUAH; be
not sorrowful. 54 Then went they their way, eve-
ryone to eat and drink, and make merry, and o
give part to them that had nothing, and to make
great cheer; 55 Because they understood the
words wherein they were instructed, and for the
which they had been assembled.




