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« Breast Cancer Rates Higher Among African American Women from Disproportionate Chemical Exposure
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Support National Reckoning to Bridge Racial Divides with Meaningful Action »

(Beyond Pesticides, February 26, 2021) The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the
environment arm of the highest-profile international organization (the UN), has issued a draft
report whose top finding is this: “The global goal to minimize adverse impacts of chemicals and
waste by 2020 has not been achieved for pesticides and fertilizers.” Increased use of pesticides
and synthetic fertilizers — driven by rising demand for food, feed, fiber, fuel, and feedstock
crops — is cited ac rancal at laact in nart, Those factors no doubt contributed to the failure, but
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In addition, the UNEP notes the adverse impacts of pesticides on nontarget species, which
exacerbate the biodiversity crisis — the subject of a UN 2019 report, the IPBES Global
Assessment Summary for Policymakers; and the climbing rates of resistance to pesticides in
organisms and weeds (as the UN has done previously), as well as fertilizers’ degradation of
ecosystems, pollution of water systems from runoff, and contributions to climate change.
Beyond Pesticides has reported, additionally, on the UN's identification of pesticide use as a

human rights violation.

The report recommends a series of actions, including:
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compounds); and supporting extended product responsibility laws governing pesticide
manufacturers and sellers

= beefing up management strategies for fertilizers: enacting national policies for quality fertilizer
control; strengthening global policies on sustainable and safe fertilizer use; scaling up
training of all relevant stakeholders in fertilizer and nutrient management; and ensuring
accessibility of suitable and affordable fertilizers

The UN Environmental Assembly’s Nature for Food project asserts that humanity is at a
crossroads of “/human, animal, economic, and environmental health. On land and at sea our
food and freshwater systems depend on natural resources, but population growth, dietary
changes due to growing wealth, and agriculture-related pollution are degrading natural
resources faster than they can reproduce.” With world population likely to swell to 10 billion by
2050, food demand and pressure on these resources will increase.

Thus, the draft UNEP reports asserts that, given the projected growth of markets for pesticides
and fertilizers, as well as prevailing deficiencies in current management systems, adverse
impacts of the use of these products will continue to increase unless “a fundamental change in
the course of action takes place.” It summarizes its recommendations with this: “To achieve a
chemical-safe future with minimal adverse impacts from pesticides and fertilizers, both
incremental and transformative actions are required that tackle root causes and shift market
demand, coupled with supportive and enabling measures. While stakeholders in the value chain
and agri-food system are contributing to minimize adverse effects of pesticides and fertilizers,
there is further need to scale up their commitment through targets and road maps.”

The UNEP reports cheers: “Together we can achieve a world without adverse impacts from
pesticides and fertilizers by taking ambitious and urgent action. But it goes on to acknowledge
reality: “Despite a suite of international agreements and management schemes, and national
policies and legislation, put in place to minimize the adverse impacts of pesticides and
fertilizers, their effective implementation is lacking, particularly in low and middle income
countries where there are prevailing capacity gaps. The benefits of pesticides and fertilizers
come at the cost of a range of adverse impacts on the environment and health throughout their
life cycles. In Become a Member! rent and projected patterns of global pesticide and
fertilizer use Action Alerts Sign-up

Donate Today!
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Statements
UNEP has elsewhere endorsed the efficacy of organic agriculture as a remedy to the variety of

harms of the petrochemical-based approaches that dominate globally; see Envisioning a
Chemical-Safe World, Section 3, page 39. A year ago, Beyond Pesticides covered a global survey
report indicating that the growth of organically managed farmland, across 180 countries,
demonstrated some headway on the necessary transition. The UN would do well to heed its own
warnings, recognize the shortcomings of approaches that may reduce some harm but do
nothing to supplant the problematic system, and recommend that across the globe,
governments work to achieve the organic transition.
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