
SESSION 5: Ascension: At the Right Hand of God (Wednesday, April 6) 
 

1. 10:00: Snack & attendance: Jim & Barbara Collins, John & Jo Thomas, Mike & Deon Mangan, Edd and 

Carolyn Boyd, Suzanne Grijalva, Andrea Inzunzia, DJ, baby Veridisea, Victoria 

 

2. 10:05: Pray (page 77): Grant, we pray, almighty God, that your Son who, after his resurrection, 

opened the minds and hearts of the disciples to find him in the Scriptures and in the 

breaking of the bread, may enlighten our hearts and minds to seek and find him in both 

word and sacrament. Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen. 

3. Introduction: Ascension 

4. 10:10 WATCH Video 

5. 10:40 DISCUSS factual questions: (page 85): Answer “Discuss” questions before class if 
possible. Relate answers to Messiah. 

1. Who was the enemy Jesus confronted in his Passion? (cf Col 1:13)? “ He has delivered us 

from the dominion of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son.”  

Satan was the enemy. By His passion, death, and resurrection we have been transferred from the fallen family 

of Adam and the dominion of Satan to the glorious family of God. 

2. What is the third temptation of Jesus in Luke’s Gospel (Lk 4:9-11)? Why  can 
this temptation be considered a “diabolical parody” of the self-offering  of Jesus on 
the Cross? 

The third temptation of Jesus is: If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here [the pinnacle of the 

Temple]; for it is written, ‘He will give his angels charge of you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest 

you strike your foot against a stone,’ It is a diabolical parody of the self-offering of Jesus on the cross because he 

will not come down from the cross of his own power even when he is taunted by others to do so.  

 

Matt 27:40-44: “You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! Come down 

from the cross, if you are the Son of God!” 41 In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the 

elders mocked him. 42 “He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself! He’s the king of Israel! Let him 

come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. 43 He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he 

wants him, for he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 44 In the same way the rebels who were crucified with him also 

heaped insults on him. 

3. Name three ways in which Psalm 22 foretells the Passion. 

Verse 2: My God, my God, why have you abandoned me. Jesus repeats these words as he dies on the cross (Matt 

27:46) 

Verse 7: But I am a worm, hardly human, scorned by everyone, despised by the people. Mark 15:29 describes 

how Jesus was derided on the cross: “And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads…” 

Verse 9: “You relied on the Lord—let him deliver you; if he loves you, let him rescue you.” Matthew 27:43:  He 

trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he wants him… 

Verses 22-31 predict the triumph of the passion: 

22 I will declare your name to my people; in the assembly I will praise you. 

23 You who fear the LORD, praise him! All you descendants of Jacob, honor him! Revere him, all you 

descendants of Israel! 
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24 For he has not despised or scorned the suffering of the afflicted one; he has not hidden his face from him but 

has listened to his cry for help. 

25 From you comes the theme of my praise in the great assembly; before those who fear you I will fulfill my 

vows. 

26 The poor will eat and be satisfied; those who seek the LORD will praise him— may your hearts live forever! 

27 All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the LORD, and all the families of the nations will bow 

down before him, 

28 for dominion belongs to the LORD and he rules over the nations. 

29 All the rich of the earth will feast and worship; all who go down to the dust will kneel before him— those 

who cannot keep themselves alive. 

30 Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the Lord. 

31 They will proclaim his righteousness, declaring to a people yet unborn: He has done it! 
 

4. Name two ways in which Isaiah’s suffering servant foretells the Passion (Is 50, 53). 

 

Isaiah 50:6: I offered my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard. I did not hide 

my face from mocking and spitting. 

 

Isaiah 53:4-6: Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God, 

stricken by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the 

punishment that brought us peace was on him and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone 

astray; each of us has turned to our own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

 

5. In what way did Abraham show faith in the Resurrection (Heb 11:17-19)? 

 

 17 By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had embraced the promises 

was about to sacrifice his one and only son, 18 even though God had said to him, “It is through Isaac that your 

offspring will be reckoned.”[c] 19 Abraham reasoned that God could even raise the dead, and so in a manner of 

speaking he did receive Isaac back from death. 

 

Abraham believed that even if he killed his son, Isaac, that God could raise him from the dead. 

6. In what way or ways did Jesus prepare the Twelve for his death and Resurrection? See 
Mark 8-10: 

Announcement of Jesus’ Death 
Failure on the Part of the 

Disciples 
Jesus Teaches on Discipleship 

Jesus will suffer, be rejected, 

killed, and will rise after three 

days (8:31) 

Peter rebukes Jesus 

(8:32–33) 

Jesus commands them to deny themselves, 

take up their cross, and follow him (8:33–

9:1) 

Jesus will be delivered, killed, 

and will rise after three days 

(9:30–31) 

The disciples do not 

understand the saying 

and are afraid to ask him 

about it (9:32) 

Jesus teaches that the first must be last and 

that those who receive children in his name 

receive him (9:33–50) 

Jesus will be delivered, 

condemned, mocked, flogged, 

killed, and will rise after three 

days (10:33–34) 

James and John ask that 

they may sit next to Jesus 

in his glory (10:35–37) 

Jesus teaches that, to be great, they must 

become servants; to be first, they must 

become slaves; and that he came to serve by 

giving his life as a ransom for many (10:38–

45) 
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7. In what way does the Virgin Birth provide a solution to the Curse of Jeconiah? 

Because of the virgin birth. Jesus only had one human parent, Mary. His mother was of David’s line, but not 

through Jeconiah (Luke 3:31). Joseph was Jesus’ legal father, but not His physical one. Thus, Jesus was of royal 

blood through Mary, but the curse of Jeconiah stopped with Joseph and was not passed on to Jesus. 

8. Mary is largely absent from the public ministry of Jesus. At what moments during the 
Passion and after does the New Testament make clear Mary’s pivotal role in the 
Church? 

John 19:25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, 
and Mary Magdalene. John tells us of Jesus' Mother at the very foot of the cross, persevering with 
her Son in his worst hour of agony, and therein suffering the death of her Son.  

John 19:26-27: 26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing 
nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here is your son,” 27 and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” 
From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. In this way, she became the mother of all 
people. 

Acts 1:14: After the Resurrection: They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the 
women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. Mary was most likely with the Apostles 
at Pentecost. 
 

6. 11:10 REFLECT: Coming to know the Messiah. Reflections on the video:  p. 86 

I gave my back to those who beat me (Is 50:6) 

Prophecy from the Suffering Servant passages of Isaiah, foretelling the scourging of Jesus. 

 

They have pierced my hands and my feet (Ps 22:17) 

Verse from Psalm 22 foretelling the crucifixion of Jesus and his nailing to the cross. 

 

My flesh will dwell in hope (Ps 16:9) 

Prophecy of the Resurrection of Jesus. Peter says David in this Psalm foresaw  and spoke of the resurrection of the 

Messiah, that neither was he abandoned to the netherworld nor did his body see decay (Acts 2:31). 

 

Sit at my right hand (Ps 110:1) 

Prophecy of the Ascension of Jesus, who, forty days after the Resurrection,  ascends into Heaven to sit at the right 

hand of God (Mk 16:19; Acts 2:33; Heb 10:12; 1 Pt 3:22). 

 

A virgin will conceive (Is 7:14) 

Prophecy of the virgin conception and birth of Jesus, known to Mary from the beginning and to Joseph shortly 

thereafter (Mt 1:20), but perhaps not to the disciples until after the Resurrection. Because of his virgin birth, the 

curse of  Jeconiah does not apply to Jesus, though his foster father Joseph is in David’s  royal line (Mt 1:1-16). 
 

7. 11:30: Pray: Intentions: Cheryl Barron, Mike Lighty, Jennifer, Colette, Frank Alves, Ukraine, other 

(p.89) Graciously guide your people O God, that all who have followed your son in this life, may experience 

the resurrection of the body and dwell with him and all of the angels and saints in Your eternal Kingdom. Through 

the same Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 



CONCLUSION p. 88 

ASCENSION SCRIPTURES: 

Matthew 28: 16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 

When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority 

in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I 

have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

So what did those disciples who worshiped Jesus on the mountain do? 

According to Acts they left the mountain and returned to Jerusalem and after receiving the Holy Spirit on 
the day of Shavuot, they remained in Jerusalem. They stayed on after the Feast of Tabernacles. 

Commentary below from: https://hermeneutics.stackexchange.com/questions/17352/what-exactly-did-
the-disciples-doubt-in-matt-2817 

They all doubted; they all waivered; they all remained in Jerusalem. They did not "go." Eventually 
circumstances would force a different decision but after worshiping on the mountain and returning to 
Jerusalem they wavered between how to understand the command to go and make disciples of all nations. 
 

I believe the doubt some of the followers of Jesus expressed in Matt 28:17 represented the fallen nature of our 
human condition that has always demanded evidence and relied on our own understanding. Jesus group of 
followers represented humanity...in that some were willing to believe and others doubted. That's part of the 
fallen nature that Jesus came to save us from. I also believe that those of us who have said yes to Jesus have 
prayed for and been blessed with "spiritual eyes to see" his presence in our life as did some of the followers of 
Jesus over 2000 years ago. Jesus said in Matthew 13:16 "But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, 
for they hear." The gift of the Holy Spirit was given to those who would believe which provided spiritual sight 
and hearing the truth of God's glory as shown in His son Jesus. This is confirmed in John 14:15-17 "If you love 
me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be 
with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, who the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor 
knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you." Thank God for the gift of his mercy and 
grace 
 

Mark 16: 19 So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven and sat down at the 

right hand of God. 20 And they went out and proclaimed the good news everywhere, while the Lord worked 

with them and confirmed the message by the signs that accompanied it 

Luke 24: 50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 51 While he was 

blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshiped him, and 

returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 53 and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 

For Peter and the apostles, their forty days with the Risen Christ was a time of looking back ... looking back 

at his words and actions during his public ministry, looking back at the mystery of his birth, looking back at Moses 

and David and the prophets and seeing them anew in the glorious light of the Resurrection. 

 

The resurrection appearances would end with the apostles looking up ... at the Ascension. After teaching them 

why the Messiah had to suffer, and why their expectations had been incomplete, Jesus confirmed their desire for 

the Messiah’s royal glory had not been mistaken. 

 

The Ascension was Jesus’ enthronement as Messiah and the inauguration of his   kingdom; he had driven forth 

“the prince of this world” and was now, definitively and everlastingly, the king that God will choose. 
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With his kingship would come a final anointing. His Baptism by John recalled  Samuel’s anointing of David. 

He had received a second anointing by Lazarus’ sister Mary at Bethany, his anointing for death. Nine days 

after his Ascension,  a third and crowning anointing would come, this time on his Mystical Body, the Church: 

The outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 

 

As we shall see, this final anointing, Pentecost, would impel the apostles, not to look back, or up, but out. 

They were now to extend his kingship from Jerusalem  and Judea to the very ends of the earth. 
 

Copies of lessons and answers on parish website at:  
https://stmfaithformation.godaddysites.com/adult-formation 
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