
SESSION 4: Trial: Are You the King: March 30 

 

1. 10:00: Snack & attendance: Jim & Barbara Collins, John & Jo Thomas, Mike & Deon Mangan, Edd and 

Carolyn Boyd, Suzanne Grijalva, Andrea Inzunzia, DJ, baby Veridisea, Victoria 

2. 10:05: Pray (page 61): Almighty God, your Son our Lord Jesus Christ, when he dwelt among 
us on earth, healed the sick and raised the dead. Heal us now from the sickness of sin and 
so raise us from death to eternal life. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

3. Introduction: Trial 

4. 10:10 WATCH Video 

5. 10:40 DISCUSS factual questions: (page 69): bring Bibles next session; answer “Discuss” 
questions before class if possible. Relate answers to Messiah. 

1. How does the baptism of Jesus resemble the anointing of King David? 

At the baptism of Jesus, a voice from heaven declares This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased (Mk 

1:11; Mt 3:17). Jesus fulfills what God told  David about the Messiah: he will be a son to me (2 Sm 7:14). 

1 Samuel 16: 12-13:David was meek and humble, a simple shepherd, the least expected to be anointed of all of 

Jacob’s sons. When he was anointed, the spirit of the Lord rushed upon him. Jesus was also meek and humble, a 

simple unknown carpenter from Nazareth. When he was anointed, the Spirit of God descended upon him 

(Matthew 3: 16).  

 

2. What is the significance of Jesus choosing and establishing the Twelve? 

They represented the twelve tribes of Israel, those who would restore Israel (Davidic Kingdom) around the 

Messiah. Apostle, in Greek, means sent (those who are sent by someone with authority). Acts uses the term in 

two senses, one restricted to the twelve apostles and one more general including others sent in service such as 

Paul and Barnabas (Acts 9:15). Jesus appointed them to be with him (learning by witnessing and imitating) and 

to send them to herald, and to have power to heal and to cast out demons (Mk 3:14-15). 

 

3. What are three ways Jesus reminds us of how the Lord led the Israelites during the 
Exodus and wilderness wanderings? 

On the hillside at the Sea of Galilee Jesus gives the Sermon on the Mount and preaching the 
Beatitudes, revealing himself to be “a prophet like Moses” (Dt 18:15-19) telling the people all that 
God commands.  

Jesus gives food for the journey multiplying loves and fishes and giving us the Eucharist. 

Jesus gives life-giving water so that his followers will never thirst (Jn 4:10) 

Jesus gives his followers the law (two greatest commandments) 

Jesus establishes the ways of prayer and worship: Our Father; Last supper: Mass 
 

 

 



4. What are some ways Jesus fulfills the messianic prophecy of Is 42:3? “A bruised reed he shall 

not break, and a smoldering wick he shall not quench.” 

 

Jesus is meek and humble, kind, gentle, and merciful: Examples: teaching the Beatitudes, showing no anger to a 

brother, turning the other cheek, loving one’s enemies, not judging others, parable of the weeds, feeding the 

four and five thousand, healing those in need, forgiving seventy times seven, blessing the children, the prodigal 

son, forgiving the woman caught in adultery, giving no answer to Pilate, forgiving those who crucified him… 
 

 

5. What are some ways in which Jesus spoke with authority? 

 

(Dt 18:18) In speaking with authority all that the Father commands him to say and    speak (Jn:49),  Jesus fulfills 

God’s promise to send a prophet like Moses     who will speak all that he commands. He commands the wind to be 

calm, teaching with authority (Matt 7:28), raising Lazarus, expelling the money changers from the Temple, 

casting out Satan, forgiving sin, changing teaching on divorce, establishing the two greatest commandments, 

performing miracles, showing authority over illness, disease, and death; proclaiming the law 
 

6. What are some examples of Jesus ministering outside the bounds of Israel? 

 
Jesus heals the daughter of a Canaanite woman (Matt 15: 21-28); the encounter reveals that though 
his mission begins with the lost sheep of Israel, it extends beyond it to the gentiles or nations, as 
Isaiah had prophesied; heals Centurion’s servant; heals the Gadarene Demoniacs, offers life-giving 
water (Jn 4:10) to the woman at the well… 
 

7. Compare and contrast Jesus before Pilate with Moses before Pharaoh; David before 

Goliath; and Zedekiah before Nebuchadnezzar. What other Old Testament figures 

might we compare Jesus with at his trial? 

 

Jesus before Pilate is comparable to Moses before Pharoah: Both are a threat to the rulers they meet. 

Jesus before Pilate contrasts with Moses before Pharoah: Jesus does not confront Pilate or answer 

his questions. 

 

Jesus before Pilate is comparable to David before Goliath: Both are fearless. 

Jesus contrasts with David: Jesus does not confront, threaten, or kill Pilate. 

 

Jesus before Pilate is comparable to Zedekiah before Nebuchadnezzar: Zedekiah (2 Kings:24) tried 

to free his people but was brought to trial before Nebuchadnezzar. He was blinded and carried in 

chains to Babylon, where he was imprisoned until his death. Pilate had Jesus (who wanted to free 

his people from sin) scourged and put to death by crucifixion. 

 

Jesus contrasts with Zedekiah:  The Kingdom of Judah under Zedekiah ended. The Kingdom of 

David under Jesus was established forever and the Kingship of Jesus was established forever.  

 

Other Old Testament figures that might compare with Jesus at his trial are: Joshua against the 

Canaanites; Samson against the Philistines; David against Goliath; Joseph against his brothers; Elijah 

against the prophets of Baal. Daniel against Nebuchadnezzar. Judas Maccabeus against Antiochus 

IV.  

 

6. 11:10 REFLECT: Coming to know the Messiah. Reflections on the video and the answers to the discussion 

questions or Messianic on p. 70: 



Behold, the Lamb of God (Jn 1:29) 

John the Baptist identifies Jesus with the Passover lamb whose blood saved  the 

Israelites (Ex 12) and with Isaiah’s suffering servant (Is 53:7) 

 

A Son to me (Mt 3:17) 

At the baptism of Jesus, a voice from heaven declares This is my beloved Son, with 

whom I am well pleased (Mk 1:11; Mt 3:17). Jesus fulfills what God told David 

about the Messiah: he will be a son to me (2 Sm 7:14). 

 

He will speak all that I command (Dt 18:18) 

In speaking with authority all that the Father commands him to say and  speak 

(Jn:49), Jesus fulfills God’s promise to send a prophet like Moses who will 

speak all that he commands. 

 

Liberty to captives (Is 61:1) 

Jesus takes as his mission statement Is 61:1-2 when he reads from the scroll  at the 

synagogue in Nazareth (Lk 4;18-19). He then almost immediately fulfills it by 

freeing a man from demonic possession (Lk 4:35) — the first of  many captives he 

will liberate in his ministry. 

 
7. 11:30: Pray: Intentions: Cheryl Barron, Mike Lighty, Jennifer, Colette, Ukraine, other 

(p.73) God our Father, your only begotten Son was willing to endure suffering and 
death for us on the cross. Grant us, by your grace, the strength to take up our cross daily so 
that we who have had a share in the cross of Your Son, may also have a share in his 
resurrection. Through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 

 

CONCLUSION p. 72 

Peter’s time in the courtyard ended with his famous three denials, predicted by Jesus 
himself. 

Peter had staked his life on the reality that Jesus was God’s anointed one. He had seen 
Jesus’ miracles and mighty works. He had seen his Kingdom take shape  before him and 
been promised the position of “Rock” within it; he had seen Jew and Gentile alike come to 
the feet of Jesus and declare him Messiah and Lord. 

Peter had made this declaration himself. Yet in the courtyard of Caiaphas he had 
withdrawn it — disassociating himself from Jesus as his power seemed to collapse, and he 
moved closer to being handed over to Rome. 

We can only speculate as to all Peter felt in the courtyard. He and the apostles  had been 
prepared by Jesus, told in advance that as Messiah he would have to suffer and die. Just 
hours before, Jesus had anticipated his Passion at the Last Supper and presented it, not as a 
defeat at the hands of men, but as a self-offering to the Father for the sake of the whole 
world. 

But in the darkness, with Jesus’ harsh interrogation proceeding inside, and torture 
looming at the hands of Rome, Peter faltered, as did his fellow apostles. 

Among the Twelve, only John would accompany Jesus through the day ahead.  John took 
his place at the foot of the Cross, beside Mary, Mother of Jesus, and the other women 
accompanying her. 

They held fast to the promises they had been given, and trusted, even in the very Valley 
of the Shadow of Death. 

 
Copies of lessons and answers on parish website at:  
https://stmfaithformation.godaddysites.com/adult-formation 

https://stmfaithformation.godaddysites.com/adult-formation

