
SESSION 7: Paul: A Light to the Nations (Wednesday, April 20) 

 

1. 10:00: Snack & attendance: Jim & Barbara Collins, John & Jo Thomas, Mike & Deon Mangan, Edd and 

Carolyn Boyd, Suzanne Grijalva, Andrea Inzunzia, DJ, baby Veridisea, Victoria 

 

2. 10:05: Pray (page 109): O God, by whose grace St. Stephen found the strength to suffer bodily death  for 

the sake of your Son, grant to all who claim the name Christian the grace to suffer joyfully and show mercy to 

their persecutors so that all who see them may know of your saving power. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

3. Introduction: St. Paul 

4. 10:10 WATCH Video 

5. 10:40 DISCUSS factual questions: (page 117): 

1. In the Gospels we see Jesus in frequent conflict with Pharisees. Yet Jesus  also endorsed 

their teaching (Mt 23:3) and they were admirable in many ways. What were some of the 

admirable qualities of the Pharisees? 

 

-The Pharisees gave oral tradition equal authority to the written Word of God. 

-Pharisees believed in an afterlife and in an appropriate reward and punishment for 

individuals. 

-The Pharisees were representative of the common working people and had the respect of 

the masses. 

-The Pharisees controlled the synagogues. 

-The Pharisees were responsible for the compilation of the Mishnah, an important 

document with reference to the continuation of Judaism beyond the destruction of 

the temple. 

 

2. How might Paul’s experience as a diaspora Jew have contributed to his level of religious 

observance, which he describes in Gal 1:14? 

 
13 For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God 

violently and tried to destroy it; 14 and I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my own age 

among my people, so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers. 

Paul was very orthodox and protective of his Jewish faith because he cherished it and had 

to protect it in a hostile environment growing up. 

 

3. Stephen points to the people’s rejection of Israel’s prophets and leaders as a prefiguring the 

rejection of Jesus. What are two specific examples he points to (cf Acts 7)? 

 

Rejection of Joseph: 7:9; Rejection of Moses: 7:27-29; the prophets: 7:52 

 

4. What is the meaning of Stephen’s words “the Most High does not dwell in houses made by 

human hands” (Acts 7:48)? 

 

48 Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses made with hands; as the prophet says, 

49 ‘Heaven is my throne, and earth my footstool. What house will you build for me, says the Lord, or 

what is the place of my rest? 50 Did not my hand make all these things?’ 



Jesus has established a Church where worship of God does not depend on a building. 

5. What is the significance of Jesus saying to Paul, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me” 

(Acts 9:4. 22:7; 26:14)? 

 

The repetition of one’s name is characteristic of divine encounters in the Bible. To attack 

members of Christ’s body is to attack Christ himself. 

 

6. What does Paul mean by calling the Law a paidagogos (Gal 3:24)? 

 

Paidos = child  Agogos= leader   

 

The law acted as a custodian (child leader) to keep Israel in temporary protective custody until they 

accepted Jesus by faith and committed to follow The Way. 

  

7. At the first Council of Jerusalem, Paul argued that the ceremonial aspects of the Law 

were not binding on Christians (cf Gal 2:1-10). What did the Council decree on this matter 

(cf Acts 15)? How did this impact the spread  of Christianity? 

 

Galatians: 9 and when James and Cephas and John, who were acknowledged pillars, 

recognized the grace that had been given to me, they gave to Barnabas and me the right 

hand of fellowship, agreeing that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the 

circumcised. 10 They asked only one thing, that we remember the poor, which was actually 

what I was[b] eager to do. 

 

ACTS;  28 For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to impose on you no further 

burden than these essentials: 29 that you abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols and 

from blood and from what is strangled[j] and from fornication. If you keep yourselves from 

these, you will do well. Farewell.” 

 

The Council of Jerusalem’s decision allowed everyone to join the Christian Church 

without being required to be circumcised or to follow a multitude of Jewish laws so that 

vast numbers became Christians. 

 

8. Why was Paul such an effective evangelist? How did his background as one of the most 

learned Pharisees shape his missionary efforts? What effect did his Roman citizenship have 

on his efforts? 
 

Paul was an effective evangelist because he was totally committed in his heart to spread the 

Gospel, was filled with the Holy Spirit, and would follow The Way of Jesus in all things no 

matter the obstacle or sacrifice. 

 

He could stand up to any intellectual Jew or Gentile because he was so well trained in the 

Jewish faith. He could also explain how Jesus is the Messiah based on his knowledge of 

scripture. 

 

His Roman citizenship gave him the protection of Roman Law, protected him from 

crucifixion,  and allowed him to travel freely throughout the Roman Empire. 

 

6. 11:10 REFLECT: Coming to know the Messiah. Reflections on the video:  p. 118 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+2&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-33347b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+15&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-31732j


God meant it for good (Gen 50:20) 

The patriarch Joseph was betrayed by his brothers, as Stephen points out in  his 

speech to the Sanhedrin (Acts 7:9-15). The betrayal was God’s plan, the means by 

which God saved his people — prefiguring the salvation won by Christ (Acts 2:22-

24). 

 

I will make you a light to the nations (Isaiah 49:6) 

Prophecy that the Messiah will be for the whole world. Jesus begins to fulfill this 

prophecy in his outreach to outcasts and Gentiles. The Church continues  this 

outreach, particularly after the conversion of Paul and the decree of 

the Council of Jerusalem (c 50 AD) allowing Gentiles to enter the Church without 

first observing the Mosaic law. 

 

I will circumcise your heart (Dt 30:6) 

Prophetic passage acknowledging that the law governs externals and promising a 

time when God will transform his people interiorly, through his  Spirit. This time of 

interior transformation arrives in fullness at Pentecost. 
 

7. 11:30:  (p.121) Prayer: Almighty and merciful God, by your grace, St. Paul was changed from a persecutor of 

your Church into one of her greatest champions. Fill us with this same grace that we may turn from all sin and 

continually build up the body of Christ by acts of charity. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Pray: Intentions: Carolyn Boyd, Cheryl Barron, Mike Lighty, Jennifer, Colette, Tom Graffio, 
Ukraine, other 
 

CONCLUSION p. 120 

Paul’s Christian life began with him bearing chains for others. It ends with him wearing 

them himself. Rather than silencing him, prison and chains provided another opportunity 

for evangelization. 

 

When he was brought to Rome and placed under house arrest in 60 AD, Paul continued 

to write to his churches and preach to visitors. He even witnessed to the  Praetorians who 

guarded him. It has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that 

I am in chains for Christ, he would write to the Philippians. Paul’s faith and courage impressed 

these elite soldiers, members of Caesar’s household,  and at least some embraced the faith. 

My situation, wrote Paul, has turned out rather to advance the gospel. 

 

Chains did not prevent Paul from proclaiming the Gospel, and in the darkness of prison 

his witness to Christ, Light of the Nations, shone all the brighter. 

 

Paul’s earthly mission would end a few years later, when the executioner severed his 

head and won for him the martyr’s crown. His work and witness would live on. The chains 

he bore so nobly for Christ would inspire countless others, in Caesar’s household and 

beyond, to join him. 

 

As we will see, two and a half centuries after Paul’s imprisonment and martyrdom in 

Rome, the city and the Empire itself would embrace the Messiah, and emperors who 

viciously opposed him would be toppled, enemies placed underneath his feet. 

 

BIOGRAPHY 



St. Paul, the indefatigable Apostle of the Gentiles, was converted from Judaism on the road to Damascus. 

He remained some days in Damascus after his Baptism, and then went to Arabia, possibly for a year or two 

to prepare himself for his future missionary activity. Having returned to Damascus, he stayed there for a 

time, preaching in the synagogues that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. For this he incurred the hatred of 

the Jews and had to flee from the city. He then went to Jerusalem to see Peter and pay his homage to the 

head of the Church. 

Later he went back to his native Tarsus, where he began to evangelize his own province until called by 

Barnabus to Antioch. After one year, on the occasion of a famine, both Barnabus and Paul were sent with 

alms to the poor Christian community at Jerusalem. Having fulfilled their mission they returned to Antioch. 

Soon after this, Paul and Barnabus made the first missionary journey, visiting the island of Cypress, then 

Pamphylia, Pisidia, and Lycaonia, all in Asia Minor, and establishing churches at Pisidia, Antioch, 

Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe. 

After the Apostolic Council of Jerusalem Paul, accompanied by Silas and later also by Timothy and Luke, 

made his second missionary journey, first revisiting the churches previously established by him in Asia 

Minor, and then passing through Galatia. At Troas a vision of a Macedonian was had by Paul, which 

impressed him as a call from God to evangelize in Macedonia. He accordingly sailed for Europe, and 

preached the Gospel in Philippi, Thessalonica, Beroea, Athens, and Corinth. Then he returned to Antioch 

by way of Ephesus and Jerusalem. 

On his third missionary journey, Paul visited nearly the same regions as on the second trip, but made 

Ephesus where he remained nearly three years, the center of his missionary activity. He laid plans also 

for another missionary journey, intending to leave Jerusalem for Rome and Spain. Persecutions by the 

Jews hindered him from accomplishing his purpose. After two years of imprisonment at Caesarea he 

finally reached Rome, where he was kept another two years in chains. 

The Acts of the Apostles gives us no further information on the life of the Apostle. We gather, however, 

from the Pastoral Epistles and from tradition that at the end of the two years St. Paul was released from 

his Roman imprisonment, and then traveled to Spain, later to the East again, and then back to Rome, 

where he was imprisoned a second time and in the year 67, was beheaded. 

St. Paul’s untiring interest in and paternal affection for the churches established by him have given us 

fourteen canonical Epistles. It is, however, quite certain that he wrote other letters which are no longer 

extant. In his Epistles, St. Paul shows himself to be a profound religious thinker and he has had an 

enduring formative influence in the development of Christianity. The centuries only make more apparent 

his greatness of mind and spirit. His feast day is June 29th. 

Copies of lessons and answers on parish website at:  

https://stmfaithformation.godaddysites.com/adult-formation 
 
MESSIAH INSIGHTS 

Jesus choses Paul as the best one to evangelize the Gentiles. 

Jesus allows Paul to undergo many obstacles to spread the Gospel but gives him special 
protection in many situations. 

The Holy Spirit joins Jesus by inspiring Paul and giving him strength in his missionary efforts. 

Jesus accepts Paul’s martyrdom as his final sacrifice to establish Christianity. 

https://stmfaithformation.godaddysites.com/adult-formation

