
SESSION 6: Pentecost: Go Ye Forth (Wednesday, April 13) 
 

1. 10:00: Snack & attendance: Jim & Barbara Collins, John & Jo Thomas, Mike & Deon Mangan, Edd and 

Carolyn Boyd, Suzanne Grijalva, Andrea Inzunzia, DJ, baby Veridisea, Victoria 

 

2. 10:05: Pray (page 93): Almighty Father, before your Son ascended into heaven, he commissioned his apostles 

to spread his Gospel to the ends of the earth. Grant us the grace to spread his Gospel to all we encounter, both in 

word and deed. Through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 

3. Introduction: Pentecost 

4. 10:10 WATCH Video 

5. 10:40 DISCUSS factual questions: (page 101): 

(1) The Christian feast of Pentecost coincides with the Jewish Feast of Shavuot. What is the 
Feast of Shavuot? What is the significance of Pentecost coinciding with this Feast? 

Shavuot is the Jewish feast celebrating God’s giving of the Law on Mount Sinai and setting 
apart the Israelites as a royal priesthood and holy nation. It was significant that the first Pentecost 
occurred on this feast because the New Covenant was to be spread throughout the world after the 
coming of the Holy Spirit. The tongues of fire above the heads of the disciples was like the fire 
on Mt. Sinai signifying the presence of God and a new covenant. New Christians would have a 
new priestly, prophetic, and royal role in the Church. 

 
     (2) How can Pentecost be considered a reversal of the Tower of Babel? 
 

In Genesis 11:1-9, God confused the people’s language so that they could not understand one 
another and he scattered them over the face of the earth. 

 
In Acts 2:1-13, people who were scattered throughout the world came together in Jerusalem to 
celebrate Shavuot. All of them could understand, in their own languages, those who were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and were speaking to the crowd. They would be invited to join the one, holy 
Church which Jesus had founded.  

 
The people who pressed close that afternoon were residents of Jerusalem, and pilgrims — 
diaspora Jews hailing from Europe, North Africa, Asia and the Middle East. Finally, all 120 
disciples began to pray and praise God loudly. And the people  in the crowd — whether from Judea 
or abroad — heard these prayers and praises  in their own language. 

(3) What is the connection between the Ascension of Jesus and Pentecost (cf Jn 16:7)? 

John 16:7 states: 7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I 
do not go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 

Jesus, at his Ascension had made it clear that he must ascend to Heaven away from His 
followers on earth so that the Holy Spirit could come to them so that they could receive the 
Holy Spirit and spread the Gospel throughout the world. 

 

 

 



(4) What relationship does Pentecost have with God’s promise to David in 2 Sm 7:12 - 13? 

2 Samuel 7:12-13 states: 12 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I 
will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come forth from your body, and I will establish 
his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his 
kingdom forever. 

Pentecost becomes a fulfillment of this scripture when the followers of Jesus (of the house of 
David) empowered by the Holy Spirit spread the Gospel throughout the world thus establishing 
the Kingdom, the Church. 

(5)  Why did Christianity spread so rapidly through the Mediterranean Basin  and Near East 
after Pentecost? 

After the exile of Israel and Judah, the Jews had been scattered throughout the Mediterranean 
Basin  and Near East. They were ready to hear the Gospel when St. Paul and others traveled to 
those regions. The Holy Spirit also inspired St. Paul to preach to the Gentiles in those places. 

(6) What role did the Temple play for early Christians? 

 

The Temple was the gathering place for the Apostles and early Christians. The Apostles 

proclaimed the Gospel, performed miracles, confronted the Jewish leaders, and were persecuted 

there imitating the example of Jesus. See examples below from the Acts of the Apostles:  

 

Chapter 3: Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. 2 And a 

man lame from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at that gate of the temple which is called 

Beautiful to ask alms of those who entered the temple. 

 

Chapter 5: 12 Now many signs and wonders were done among the people by the hands of the apostles. And 

they were all together in Solomon’s Portico… 
23 “We found the prison securely locked and the sentries standing at the doors, but when we opened it we 

found no one inside.” 24 Now when the captain of the temple and the chief priests heard these words, they 

were much perplexed about them, wondering what this would come to. 25 And some one came and told 

them, “The men whom you put in prison are standing in the temple and teaching the people.”  
42 And every day in the temple and at home they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ. 

 

Chapter 21: 26 Then Paul took the men, and the next day he purified himself with them and went into the 

temple, to give notice when the days of purification would be fulfilled and the offering presented for every 

one of them. 27 When the seven days were almost completed, the Jews from Asia, who had seen him in the 

temple, stirred up all the crowd, and laid hands on him, 28 crying out, “Men of Israel, help! This is the man 

who is teaching men everywhere against the people and the law and this place; moreover he also brought 

Greeks into the temple, and he has defiled this holy place.” 29 For they had previously seen Troph′imus the 

Ephesian with him in the city, and they supposed that Paul had brought him into the temple. 30 Then all the 

city was aroused, and the people ran together; they seized Paul and dragged him out of the temple, and at 

once the gates were shut. 31  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(7) Who is the one member of the Twelve not to be martyred? Why do you think    Jesus might have spared 

him martyrdom? 

 

John is the one member of the Twelve not to be martyred. He may have been spared martyrdom because: 

• He was the beloved disciple, the close friend of Jesus 

•    He was the only apostle at the crucifixion who stood by Jesus at the foot of the cross 

•     He was entrusted to care for Mary, the Mother of Jesus. 

•     As probably the youngest apostle, he would live the longest and write about the life of Jesus, the 

early Church, and the special revelations in the Book of Revelation. 

 

6. 11:10 REFLECT: Coming to know the Messiah. Reflections on the video:  p. 102 

Destroy this Temple and I will raise it up (Jn 2:19) 

Prophecy of Jesus which at once foretells the destruction of the Second Temple, his own 

Passion and Resurrection in three days, and his establishing of a new Temple at Pentecost, 

when the Holy Spirit arrived to dwell within the disciples, creating a Temple “not made by 

hands” (Acts 17:24). Building a Temple is one of the key messianic tasks, as set forth in 2 

Sm 7:13 

 

The two shall become one flesh (Gen 2:24) 

This famous verse is a beautiful description of marriage. But it is above all a prophecy, as 

Paul points out, of the union of God with his people, which comes in its fullness at 

Pentecost (Eph 5:29-32). 

 

You will do greater things than these (Jn 14:12) 

Prophecy of Jesus that his disciples will continue his ministry and works and expand upon them. The truth of 

this prophecy is seen immediately following  Pentecost, beginning with Peter’s miraculous cure of a beggar 

(Acts 3:1-10), and continuing with the healing and preaching ministries of the disciples 
 

7. 11:30: Pray: Intentions: Cheryl Barron, Mike Lighty, Jennifer, Colette, Frank Alves, Ukraine, other 

(p.105) Prayer: After your Son’s Ascension, his disciples dwelt in the Upper Room to await the anointing of 

the Holy Spirit. Guide all of your people who have received your  Spirit through baptism and confirmation to go 

out boldly into the world and proclaim the good news. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

CONCLUSION p. 104 

Peter’s harvest on the first Pentecost was bountiful, gathering hundreds of Israel’s 
scattered sheep. When they returned to their diaspora communities, in Alexandria and 
Antioch, Damascus and Rome, they surely missed the architectural splendor of Jerusalem’s 
great Temple. But their absence from Jerusalem would not cause them to pine for the courts 
of the Lord, or their heart and flesh to cry out for the living God. He would be with them, 
in their own diaspora cities, dwelling with them through faith and baptism. And in a unique 
way he would be present in the Holy Mass, the Messiah’s sacrifice that would never end. 

 
Within thirty years James, leader of the Church in Jerusalem, will refer to myriads — 

that is, tens of thousands — of Jewish Christians in Judea and Palestine.  Many more are 
present among the diaspora. 

 
 

 



By the end of the first century AD, the Church will have grown like the mustard seed to 
which Jesus had compared it. From the 120 disciples at Pentecost, through the first harvest 
of 3,000 and the many that followed, the Church will have grown    to perhaps one million 
members worldwide. 

 
Increasingly the faithful were of Gentile origin, as the Church fulfilled its appointed 

task to be a light to the nations. But its first members would forever be  drawn from Israel’s 
scattered sheep. For them the new ekklesia would always have  a special meaning, as the 
restored Kingdom of David God had promised through  the prophets long ago. 

 
 
The glory of Christ and his Church was compelling, and in the Apostolic age and 

afterwards it attracted many. Christ had defeated sin and death in his Passion and toppled 
the devil from his throne; yet opposition, human and diabolical, remained. The Lord in his 
Mystical Body, the Church, would now press forward on two crucial messianic tasks: 
Becoming a light to the nations, and putting all enemies under his feet. 

 
Copies of lessons and answers on parish website at:  
https://stmfaithformation.godaddysites.com/adult-formation 

 
MESSIAH INSIGHTS 

Jesus conspires with the Holy Spirit to turn things over to the Apostles 

(cf Jn 16:7) 7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not 
go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 

The Apostles establish the Messiah’s Kingdom on earth 

The Holy Spirit prepares the apostles to reach out to Jews of the diaspora and Gentiles outside 
Jerusalem in preparation when the Temple would be destroyed and would no longer be the center of 
assembly and worship. 

The mystical body of Christ is being formed along with the institutional church (Council of 
Jerusalem) and the communities of Christians who would be joined in the celebration of the Word 
and Eucharist following The Way (Acts 9:2; 19:9, 23; 22:4; 24:14).  

Followers of Christ are called Christians (‘chrismed’ in baptism and confirmation) 

Acts Ch 11: 25 So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul; 26 and when he had found him, he brought 
him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church, and taught a large company of people; 
and in Antioch the disciples were for the first time called Christians. 

Jesus is not separated from his followers by his death and Ascension.  

Matthew 29:19: 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age.” 

 
 

https://stmfaithformation.godaddysites.com/adult-formation

