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His Holiness Mar Awa Il - Catholicos Patriarch of the Assyrian Church of the East Worldwide
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Archdeacon William Toma, Holy Synod Under-Secretary.

His Holiness Mar Awa lll Catholicos Patriarch of the Assyrian Church of the East Worldwide with Holy Synod Prelates - 2024.

b (First Row - Right to Left) Mar Aprim Khamis, Bishop-Emeritus; Mar Aprim Athneil, Metropolitan of Syria; Mar Meelis Zaia, Metropolitan of Australia,
New Zealand & Lebanon & Patriarchal Vicar General; Mar Awgin Kuriakose, Metropolitan of India and Gulf Countries. (Second Row - Right to Left) Mar
Abrs Youkhanna, Bishop of Nohadra (Dohuk) and Nineveh; Mar Odisho Oraham, Bishop of Scandinavia & Germany; Mar Narsai Benyamin, Bishop of Iran,
Armenia and Georgia; Mar Benyamin Elya, Bishop of Victoria & New Zealand and Holy Synod Secretary. (Third Row - Right to Left) Mar Awraham
Youkhanis, Bishop of Western Europe and Ukraine; Mar Paulus Benyamin, Bishop of Eastern USA; Mar Elia Isaac, Bishop of Baghdad; Very Rev’'d
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1. Commemoration of Mar Zaia the Blessed.

3. Commemoration of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and of St.
James the Brother of our Lord, the first Bishop of
Jerusalem.

1 New Year's Day 2A-u 2Ai3% 2Adxy %3

20 Martin Luther King Day

5. Commemoration of Mar Athqin of Shish.

Lection 1

Lection 2

Apostle

Gospel

6. *} Feast of the Epiphany of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE
NATIVITY

Exodus 2:1-10

Isaiah 49:1-6

end

2 Timothy 2:16-

Luke 2:21-end

10. Commemoration of St. John the Baptist.

13, 14, 15. Rogation of the Virgins.

THE HOLY FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY

Numbers 24:2-9; 15-end

Isaiah 4:2-5; 11:1-5; 12:4-end

Titus 2:11-3:7

Matthew 3

16. Commemoration of Mar Yokhannan Zaroqa (‘the
Blue’).

FIRST SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY

Exodus 3:1-15

Isaiah 44:21-45:4

2 Timothy 3:1-15

Luke 4:14-30

17. Commemoration of Ss. Peter and Paul.

24. Commemoration of the Four Evangelists (Ss.
Matthew, Mark, Luke & John).

SECOND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY

Numbers 10:29-11:10

Isaiah 45:11-17

Hebrews 3:1-13

John 1:1-28

26. Commemoration of Mar Yokhannan the Dailomite.

THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY

Numbers 11:11-20

Isaiah 45:18-46:4

Hebrews 3:14-4:10

John 1:29-42

28. Commemoration of Mar Eshaq, Bishop of Nineveh.

31. Commemoration of St. Stephen the Deacon and
Protomartyr.
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Hierarchs of the U.S. Dioceses
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His Holiness Mar Awa III Catholicos Patriarch of the Assyrian Church of the East, Bishop Ordinary for the Diocese of California and Western USA with His Grace Mar Paulus Benyamin, Bishop of Eastern USA
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SEVENTH SUNDAY OF

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY

WEDNESDAY, ROGATION OF

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY

Deuteronomy 18:9-end
Joel 2:1-27

Deuteronomy 24:9-end

Deuteronomy 14:2-15:4

EIGHTH SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY |Exodus 15:22-26

Isaiah 48:12-20
Jonah 3

Isaiah 63:7-16

Isaiah 42:5-9, 14-17

Isaiah 44:23-45:7

Hebrews 6:9-7:3

Colossians 3:1-4:1

Hebrews 8:1-9:10

1 Timothy 6:9-end

Ephesians 1:15-2:

7
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17 Presidents Day
Lection 1 Lection 2 Apostle Gospel
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY |Numbers 11:23-end Isaiah 46:5-end Hebrews 7:18-end |John 1:43-2:11

John 3:1-21
Matthew 6:1-18
John 3:22-4:3
Matthew 7:28-8:13

Mark 1:1-11
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7. Commemoration of the Greek Fathers.

10, 11, 12. Rogation of the Ninevites.

13. Thursday of Thanksgiving.

14. Commemoration of the Syriac (Assyrian)
Fathers, and of Mar Sabrisho’ of Beth Garmai
(during whose time the Rogation occurred).

21. Commemoration of Mar Aba the Great, the
Catholicos (540-552).

23. Commemoration of Mar Benyamin Shimun XXI,
Patriarch and Martyr (1887-1918).

28. Friday of the Faithful Departed.




The Arrival of the Christian Gospel to the East

The Christian Gospel reached Mesopotamia as early as the first century AD. The
Gospel of Matthew tells us about the Magi, who came from the East, led by a star to the
child Jesus in Bethlehem. According to the Church Fathers, such as St. Ephrem and St.
Narsai, the wise men were Assyrians, while St. John Chrysostom (5th century) and
Patriarch Timothy the Great (9th century) believed that the wise men were Persians who
came from the East, searching for the child born under the star, following the ancient
tradition of their prophet Zoroaster.

Another theory regarding the evangelization of the East and the beginnings of the
church is preserved in the Acts of the Apostles, which mentions that when the Holy Spirit
descended upon the disciples, "There were devout Jews from every nation under heaven
residing in Jerusalem. (...) Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia,
Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, and Asia" (Acts 2:5-9). Thus, those who recelved the Gospel on
Pentecost, at an early stage, spread it among the Assyrians who ‘ o,
lived in Mesopotamia. 4

The sacred tradition of the Assyrian Church of the East honors 4
St. Thomas the Apostle, one of the Twelve Disciples, as the
Evangelizer of the eastern lands. He was aided in this mission by St.
Addai, one of the Seventy-Two Apostles, and Addai’s disciples, St.
Aggai and St. Mari. St. Addai and St. Aggai went to the northern
regions of Mesopotamia, while St. Mari preached in central regions ,.
and other areas, founding the oldest church (Kokhe) in AD 81. This
church later became the seat of the Patriarch of the Church of the |

East, holding significant spiritual and historical importance, and
served as a launching point for many missionary expeditions to |
Persia, India, and China.

The spread of the Christian Gospel was facilitated by the fact that the missionaries
spoke Aramaic, a common language in the Middle East and the Mediterranean since the
ancient Assyrian Empire. Aramaic was also the language spoken by Christ, providing a
fertile environment for the spread of the Gospel.

Today, the Church of Kokhe still holds significant spiritual and historical importance, with
its ruins visible near Baghdad, while the current seat of the Patriarch of the Assyrian
Church of the East is in Erbil. A new cathedral, bearing the names of the Blessed Apostles
St. Thomas, St. Addai, and St. Mari, the Evangelizer of the East, was recently built adjacent
to the Patriarchate.
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1053 9_ 10 11 12 13 14 15 2. Sunday of the Entrance into the Great Fast
£ — (Beginning of Sawma Rabba/Lent).
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130043
26. Wednesday of Mid-Lent.
2
, 23 24 25 26 27 28 29
150043
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‘ 30 31 9 Daylight Saving Time Begins
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Date Lection 1 Lection 2 Apostle Gospel
3/2 [SUNDAY ENTERING THE GREAT FAST Exodus 34:1-7, 27-end Isaiah 58:1-13 Ephesians 4:17-5:4, 15-21 Matthew 3:16-4:11
3/9 |SECOND SUNDAY OF THE GREAT FAST Genesis 5:18-31 Joshua 4:15-end Romans 5 Matthew 7:15-27
3/16 |[THIRD SUNDAY OF THE GREAT FAST Genesis 7 Joshua 5:13-6:5 Romans 7:14-24 Matthew 20:17-28
3/23 |(FOURTH SUNDAY OF THE GREAT FAST Genesis 11 Joshua 6:27-7:15 Romans 8:12-27 Matthew 21:23-end
3/30 |[FIFTH SUNDAY OF THE GREAT FAST Genesis 16:1-17:all Joshua 9:15-end Romans 12 John 7:37- 8:12-20




Names of the Assyrian Church of the East:

The Church in the East has held various names since its founding up to the present day,
including:

1. Church of the East: This is the oldest name for the Church in the eastern lands,
with its borders stretching from the Euphrates River in Iraq in the west to China in the east
and Yemen in the south.

2. Church of Seleucia-Ctesiphon: This name derives from the city of Seleucia, the
Persian capital, where the patriarchal seat of the Assyrian Church of the East was former.

3. Church of Kokhe: The name given to the first church built in the Seleucia area,
constructed in the form of huts made from mud and clay, mirroring the housing style of
the region’s poor and needy.

4. Church of Persia: So named because the Persian Empire ruled the region during
the first sevefcn centuries of Christianity, and the church’s spread occurred primarily
within Persian territory.

5. Nestorian Church: This designation originated from the misconception that the
theological teachings of the Church of the East were based on those of Mar Nestorius,
Patriarch of Constantinople, considered a martyr without bloodshed. The church was
labeled "Nestorian" due to its refusal to condemn Mar Nestorius.

6. Church of Mesopotamia: This name highlights the fact that the majority of the
Church’s believers, clergy, monks, teachers, martyrs, and saints were Assyrians residing in
Mesopotamia.

7. Church of Martyrs: This title reflects the
church’s long history of persecution and the great
sacrifices made to preserve the Christian faith. The title
is closely associated with the waves of violent
persecution faced by the church, especially under the
Persians in the 4th century AD, known as the Great
Persecution of the East.

8. Assyrian Church of the East: The term
“Assyrian” was officially added during the Patriarchate
of Mar Dinkha IV in 1978. However, this was not the
first time “Assyrian” was used, as older historical
sources also applied this term to the Church of the East.

The Great Arch of Ctesiphon, built by Christian prisoners of war, in
Seleucia Ctesiphon, where the patriarchal see was located until 780 AD.
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20 % 21 22 23 24 25 26 6. Commemoration of Mar Michael, Companion of
J.M_U:I: ' the Angels in Mosul.
' 11. Friday of the Raising of Lazarus, or of the
Fortieth Day (of Lent).

13. Feast of the Hosannas (Palm Sunday).

17. Thursday of the Passover of our Lord
(Maundy Thursday).

1 Assyrian New Year 2AudoAl 2Aa=xy 2xa

18. Friday of the Passion of our Lord (Good Friday).

Date Lection 1 Lection 2 Apostle Gospel
4/6 [SIXTH SUNDAY OF GREAT FAST Genesis 19:1-26 Joshua 21:43-22:9 Romans 14:10-end John 9:39-10:21 19. Saturday of Light (Great Saturday).
= 20. *} Feast of the Resurrection of our Lord and
Zechariah 3:7-4:6,
PALM SUNDAY (HOSANNAS) . Savior Jesus Christ.
4/13 Genesis 49:1-12, 22-26 11-end; 7:9-10; 8:4-5, 12-19;|Romans 11:13-24 Matthew 20:29-21:22
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF GREAT FAST o 21. Monday of the Thief Crucified with our Lord
- : . (Easter Monday).
Zachariah 9:9-12; 11:4-5, |1 Corinthians 5:7-8; . .
4/17 |HOLY THURSDAY OF THE PASSOVER Exodus 12:1-20 Matthew 26:1-6, 14-30 24. Commemoration of St. George the Triumphant
12-13; 12:9-end; 13:7-end  |10:15-17; 11:23-end
Martyr.
EASTER SUNDAY Isaiah 60: S l2: Romans 5:20-6:all; Joh :11-18
4/20 saiah 60:1-7 1Samuel 2:1-10 R — ohn 20:1-1 25. Friday of the Confessors.
SECOND SUNDAY OF RESURRECTION - . . 27. New Sunday and the Commemoration of Mar
4/27 Isaiah 55:4-end Acts 4:32-5:5 Colossians 1:1-20 John 20:19-end
NEW SUNDAY Qayoma, and of Mar Moshe of Chalek.



The Great Persecution in the East, or the "Forty-Year Persecution"

The Edict of Milan, issued by Emperor Constantine the Great in 313 AD, which
granted legal status to Christianity in the Roman Empire, had an indirect impact on the
situation of Christians in the Persian Empire. It is said that Emperor Constantine sent a
letter to King Shapur Il, congratulating him on his fair treatment of Christians. However,
this gesture aroused Persian suspicions regarding the loyalty of their Christian subjects,
leading them to believe that Christians might be spies for the Romans.

Hostilities began between Persia and Rome when Shapur Il demanded the return of
five provinces previously annexed from Persia. These conflicts quickly took on a religious
dimension, with the pagan Persian Empire facing off against the Christian Roman Empire.
Shapur attacked these provinces to regain control, but he was unsuccessful. This failure
was attributed to the prayers of St. Jacob, Bishop of Nisibis, or the prayers of St. Ephrem
the Syrian. Infuriated by the setback, Shapur mobilized the entire Persian Empire's forces.

According to the acts of Catholicos-Patriarch Mar Shemon Barsabae, the king issued
a letter saying: "You must detain Shemon, the leader of the Christians, and do not release
him until he signs a bond pledging to collect and double the head tax and the regular taxes
from the Christian people living in our land." When Shapur received Mar Shemon's
response, which stated the impossibility of complying with this demand, Shapur grew
furious and accused Mar Shemon of inciting his followers to rebel against his kingdom,
claiming, "He wants to make us Caesar's slaves and refuses to obey my orders."

During this period, Jews in the region also played a role in stirring hostility in
Shapur's heart by spreading rumors and sowing discord against Christians. They had a
vested interest in strengthening their position by portraying Christians as a threat to the
security of the Persian Empire, further exacerbating tensions.

These actions led to an escalation of persecutions tee
against Christians, resulting in a violent campaign that lasted
about 40 vyears (341-380 AD), claiming the
approximately 200,000 believers. The first to be martyred

lives of '

was Catholicos-Patriarch Mar Shemon Barsabae, who, along A
with 103 of his clergy companions, was executed. This
persecution was largely due to the Christians' inability to pay
the increased taxes needed to fund the war against Rome.

Despite the loss of many leaders and members during this # %
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persecution, the Church of the East emerged resilient, ; S
steadfast in its faith, and unwavering in its principles.

Stone relief of Shapur Il (r. 309-379), leaning on his sword, in
Bishapur, Iran.
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1. Commemoration of Mar Timotheus Metropolitan of

Malabar (1878-1945).
2. Commemoration of Mar Pinkhes of Awsar of the land

of Gazarta.
4. Commemoration of Mar Yonan, and of Mar Daniel the

Physician.

5. Commemoration of Rabban Hurmizd the Persian.

1 National Day of Prayer 11 Mother’s Day 26 Memorial Day
6. Commemoration of Mart Shmuni and her Seven Sons.

Lection 1 Lection 2 Apostle
P 9. Commemoration of Mar Elia Il Catholicos-Patriarch

THIRD SUNDAY OF RESURRECTION Isaiah 56:1-7 Acts 5:34-end Ephesians 1:1-14 John 14:1-14 (Known as ‘Abu-Khalim’).
15. Commemoration of Mart Mariam the Blessed Virgin

(Protectress of the Harvest).
16. Commemoration of Mar Sargis and Mar Bacchus, the

FOURTH SUNDAY OF RESURRECTION Isaiah 49:13-23 Acts 8:14-25 Ephesians 1:15-2:5 John 16:16-end

Triumphant Martyrs.

FIFTH SUNDAY OF RESURRECTION Isaiah 49:7-13 Acts 9:1-19 Hebrews 10:19-36 John 21:1-14 18. Commemoration of Mar Addai the Apostle of the
East.

SIXTH SUNDAY OF RESURRECTION  Isaiah 51:9-11; 52:7-12 Acts 10:1-16 Ephesians 2:4-end John 17 23. Commemoration of Abgar Ukkama, the Faithful
King.

THE HOLY FEAST OF THE ASCENSION 2 Kings 2:1-15 Acts 1:1-14 1 Timothy 1:18-2:all; 3:14-end Luke 24:36-end 9.} Feast of the Ascension.




The Assyrian Church of the East and the Council of Nicaea

This year, all the apostolic Churches commemorate the 1700th anniversary of
the First Ecumenical Council held in Nicaea. Convened by Roman Emperor Constantine
| in 325 AD, this council was pivotal in establishing the first formal version of the
Christian Creed. The importance of the Council of Nicaea lies in its condemnation of
numerous heresies and erroneous teachings prevalent at the time, which necessitated
a comprehensive ecumenical gathering to uphold orthodox doctrine.

Mar Marutha, Bishop of Mayphergat, brought the decrees of the Council of
Nicaea and delivered them to Catholicos-Patriarch Mar Isaac, along with a letter from
the Western Fathers. Since the
decrees were in Greek, they needed
translation into Syriac and Pahlavi for
the Persian king to review. In 410 AD,
King Yazdegerd | called for a Church
council, presided over by Catholicos
Mar Isaac. The fathers
studied the Nicene decrees, the
canons of the council, and the letter
from the Western Fathers. These
decrees encompassed doctrines,
liturgical practices, and reformative
measures beneficial to the church.
Therefore, the Assyrian Church of the
East accepted the Nicene Council's
decrees without hesitation, making
only minor adjustments.

council
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The Council of Mar Isaac is
considered the first recorded synod

The city of Nicaea (today it is called Iznik), where the first ecumenical council in the
world was held, in the year 325 AD, in the presence of 318 Church Fathers.

1509
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of the Assyrian Church. Based on the

Nicene canons and the faith affirmed by the 318 Fathers, it issued 21 new canons
addressing Christian life, the relationship of believers with church leaders, and the
duties of the bishops to the Catholicos of the East. Additionally, it standardized the
celebration of feasts and the Great Lent fast. The council concluded with great joy for
Christians in the region. Christianity, which had once faced persecution, was now
recognized by the Persian king, becoming an organized church comprising several
major provinces under the Patriarchal See in Seleucia. The Nicene faith became the
unifying element for Christianity in both the East and the West.
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6/1 SUNDAY AFTER THE ASCENSION

PENTECOST SUNDAY - THE ENTRANCE

6/8 INTO THE FAST OF THE APOSTLES

6/15 SECOND SUNDAY OF THE APOSTLES

6/22 THIRD SUNDAY OF THE APOSTLES

6/29 FOURTH SUNDAY OF THE APOSTLES
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1. Commemoration of all Catholicoi-
Patriarchs of Seleucia-Ctesiphon.

8. ’%‘ Feast of the Pentecost.

15 Fathers’ Da
> y 11. Commemoration of Mar Meelis of Tel-

Apostle Khesh, and of Bar Qosreh.

Isaiah 6 Acts 1:15-end Philippians 1:27-2:11 Mark 16:2-end

13. Friday of Gold.
. John 14:15-17, 25-
Exodus 19:1-9; 20:18-21 | Acts 2:1-21 1 Corinthians 12:1-27 26: 15:26-16:1
 15:20-16:15 15. Commemoration of Mar Abba Serapion.
Joel 2:15-26 Acts 4:5-22 1 Corinthians 5:6-6:11 Luke 7:31-end
18. Commemoration of Mart Anahid, the
Deuteronomy 1:3-17 Isaiah 1:1-9 1Corinthians 7:1-7 Luke 10:23-end illustrious virgin and martyr (disciple of
Rabban Pethyon), who was martyred
Deuteronomy 1:16-33  Isaiah 1:10-20 1Corinthians 9:13-end  Luke 6:12-46 during the reign of Yazdegerd II.




Councils of the Assyrian Church of the East

The spirit of conciliarism has been clearly evident in the Assyrian Church of the
East, shown through its early efforts to unify under a central organization, as seen in the
Council of Seleucia held during the time of Mar Papa in 317 AD. The formal practice of
holding councils began with the Synod of Mar Isaac in 410 AD in Seleucia-Ctesiphon,
where the Church officially accepted the decrees of the Council of Nicaea. Following this,
the Council of Mar Yahbalaha was held in 420 AD, during which the Assyrian Church of
the East accepted the teachings of the First Council of Constantinople (381 AD). The
Council of Mar Dadisho in 424 AD, possibly held in Al-Hira, affirmed the distinctiveness
and administrative independence of the Assyrian Church of the East.

In 486 AD, the Synod of Mar Agaq was
convened after two unofficial Synods were held by
Barsuma, the Bishop of Nisibis; the Synod of Mar
Aqaq annulled these two councils. Later, in 497 AD,
the Synod of Mar Babai established the Assyrian
Church’s independence from the Western Church,
adopting the Eastern theological tradition. The Synod
of Mar Aba | in 544 AD marked a significant reform
era, addressing issues of dual authority within
dioceses, addressing challenges within the clergy and
dioceses, and establishing rules to reinforce Christian
ethics, particularly in marriage.

The Synod of Mar Joseph in 554 AD set specific
guidelines for the supreme leader’s responsibilities.
Subsequent Synods included Mar Ezekiel’s Synod in
576 AD, Mar Ishoyahb I’s Synod in 585 AD, Mar
Sabrisho’s Synod in 598 AD, and Mar Gregory’s
Synod in 605 AD. Additionally, in 612 AD, a significant meeting took place at the Persian
court, where the bishops of the Assyrian Church responded to their Monophysite
counterparts. Later Synods included those of Mar Giwargis | in 676 AD and Mar
Khnanisho Il in 775 AD. The records of these Synods are preserved in two primary texts:
“The Collection of Synodal Canons” and “The Ecclesiastical Legal Code”.

In contemporary times, the synodal spirit remains active in the Assyrian Church of
the East, where the Catholicos-Patriarch presides over the Holy Synod, composed of
metropolitans and bishops from dioceses worldwide, meeting regularly to discuss the
church’s matters at all levels.
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J.u.».A_‘:: 3. Commemoration of Mar Thomas the Apostle.
2 4. Commemoration of Mart Febronia, the
27 28 29 30 31 illustrious martyr, who was crowned during
JAV-h-ﬂa the reign of Yazdegerd II.

13. Commemoration of Mar Rabban Pethyon the
4 Independence Day Martyr, and of Mar Yosip Khnanisho

Date

716

7113

SIXTH SUNDAY OF THE APOSTLES

Lection 1

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF THE

7/20

APOSTLES

FIRST SUNDAY OF SUMMER
(NUSARDEIL)

7127

Deuteronomy 4:10-24

FIFTH SUNDAY OF THE APOSTLES Deuteronomy 1:33-2:1

Deuteronomy 4:1-9

1 Kings 18:30-39 or

Deuteronomy 4:25-31

Lection 2

Isaiah 1:21-end

Isaiah 2:1-21

Isaiah 5:8-25

Acts 5:12-32 or Isaiah

2:23-3:15

Apostle

1 Corinthians 14:1-19

1 Corinthians 10:14-32

1 Corinthians 15:58-16:all Luke 13:22-end

2 Corinthians 1:8-14

Gospel

Luke 12:16-34

Luke 12:57-13:17

Luke 14:1-14

Metropolitan (1893-1977).

15. Commemoration of Mar Cyriacus and his
mother Julitta, the Illustrious Martyrs.

20. Commemoration of Mar Ezekiel of Daqoq.

25. Commemoration of the 72 Apostles.

27. Feast of Nusardeil (the ‘Feast of God’), and
commemoration of the 12 Apostles.




Educational Institutions of the Assyrian Church of the East Throughout History

The Assyrian Church of the East has a deep-rooted tradition of educational
institutions that significantly contributed to the theological and intellectual life of the
church, cultivating generations of theologians faithful to its doctrine. These
institutions, often located alongside churches and monasteries, played a key role in
cultural and intellectual development. Syriac was the chosen language of instruction,
not only serving liturgical purposes but also becoming a medium of science,
philosophy, and literature, especially before the spread of Arabic following the Islamic
conquests. Syriac, derived from Aramaic and Akkadian, was a prominent language in
the Roman and Persian empires.

Prominent schools of the Assyrian Church
included: School of Edessa, A central hub that
bridged the Assyrian Church with other Christian

traditions, School of Nisibis, School of
Gundishapur, Schools in Seleucia-Ctesiphon and
Merv, Other schools such as: Maihaparkat

(Miafarqin), Hira, Deir Qunni, Balad (Eski Mosul),
and Tikrit.

These influential

graduates such as Patriarchs Mar Akha, Mar

institutions produced
Yahbalaha the Martyr, and notable scholars like
Hunayn ibn Ishaq, a preeminent physician and
translator of the Abbasid era, and Abu Bishr Matta ibn Yunus, a leading logician of his
time. Esteemed instructors, or "Malphaneh”, included Mar Ephrem the Great, Mar
Narsai "Harp of the Spirit", Gabriel of Qatar, Patriarchs Mar Gregory I, Mar Saliba
Zkha, Mar Awa Ill, Mar Ishoyahb Bar Nun, Gabriel the Scribe, and physician scholars
such as Gabriel of Singar and Timothy of Nisibis.

In modern times, this educational spirit endures, particularly within the Assyrian
Christian schools in the Australian dioceses of the Church of the East, At the forefront
are the Nisibis Theological College and Mar Narsai College. These institutions aim to
extend this rich heritage by educating new generations in both secular and theological
fields, thereby continuing the church’s legacy of holistic learning and spiritual
formation.
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1. Rogation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

(August 1-15).

1. Commemoration of Mar Jacob, Bishop of Nisibis,

2
A
PRGN
-

y :0

SECOND SUNDAY OF SUMMER

7 Assyrian Martyrs Day

Deuteronomy 4:1-40

Liioal 230153 2005

Isaiah 3:16-4:all

2 Corinthians 3:4-end

one of the 318 Fathers of Nicea.

6.  Feast of the Transfiguration of our Lord and

Savior Jesus Christ on Mount Tabor.

8. Commemoration of Mar Mari the Apostle of the

Luke 15:4-end East.

THIRD SUNDAY OF SUMMER

Deuteronomy 5:1-16

Isaiah 5:1-7

2 Corinthians 7:1-11

John 9:1-38

FOURTH SUNDAY OF SUMMER

Deuteronomy 5:16-6:3

Isaiah 9:8-end

2 Corinthians 10

15. Commemoration of St. Mary the Blessed Virgin,
the mother of Christ.

Mark 7:1-23

FIFTH SUNDAY OF SUMMER

Leviticus 23:9-22

Isaiah 28:14-22

2 Corinthians 12:14-13:all

Luke 16:19-17:10

SIXTH SUNDAY OF SUMMER

Leviticus 19:1-4; 9-14

Isaiah 29:13-end

1 Thessalonians 2:1-12

Luke 17:5-19 29. Commemoration of Mart Shmuni and her

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF SUMMER

Leviticus 19:15-18; 20:9-14

Isaiah 30:1-14

1 Thessalonians 2:14-3:all

Luke 18:2-14 Seven Sons.




Liturgical Year of the Assyrian Church of the East

The liturgical calendar in the Assyrian Church of the East is a structured journey
through the Christian narrative of salvation, guiding believers to celebrate the central
mysteries of the faith throughout the year. At the heart of this liturgical cycle is the
Resurrection of Jesus, which shapes the weekly celebration of Sunday as a "mini-Easter."
This practice echoes Christ's command at the Last Supper, "Do this in remembrance of
me" (Luke 22:19), leading early Christians to commemorate the salvific events during the
Sunday liturgy from the church’s earliest days.

The first major structure in the liturgical year was
established by the Council of Nicaea, setting Easter as the
Sunday following the spring full moon, which in turn established
a yearly preparation for this pivotal event. Subsequently, the
Assyrian Church’s calendar developed around the Christmas and
Epiphany celebrations, which symbolize the beginnings of Jesus'
public ministry, and eventually expanded to commemorate
other significant events in the life of Christ, along with
memorials for the Virgin Mary, martyrs, and saints.

Patriarch Mar Isho’yab Ill of Adiabene (649-659 AD)
organized the Eastern liturgical year by synthesizing two

prevailing traditions: the monastic tradition of the Great

Monastery in Mosul and the cathedral tradition of the T
patriarchal Church of Kokhe in Seleucia-Ctesiphon. His work O™
unified these variations into a single liturgical rite, consolidating iady hemp :
diverse practices into one harmonious calendar. g fiLs =
2 asin Lo s

The liturgical year of the Assyrian Church is divided into b&é&mm»p
several seasons, each reflecting a key aspect of the Christian | ML:Z:;.AS:“:
mystery: Season of Annunciation (4 Sundays), Season of Nativity ﬁ;ﬁ'iﬁfﬁﬁt

|
(2 Sundays), Season of Epiphany - Denkha (up to 7 Sundays),
Season of Great Lent (7 Sundays), Season of Resurrection (7 i
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Sundays), Season of the Apostles (7 Sundays), Season of Summer
(7 Sundays), Season of Elijah-Cross (7 Sundays), Season of Moses (up to 7 Sundays),
Season of Dedication of the Church (4 Sundays).

Thus, the liturgical year begins with four Sundays and concludes with four Sundays,
symbolizing the Holy Cross, through which all rites and prayers begin and with which they
conclude. Some seasons, such as Epiphany and Moses, may be shortened if adjustments
are needed for Easter's shifting date.
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1. Commemoration of Mar Tawor (the
disciple of Mar Zaia), and of Mar Rabban
Hermizd the Persian.

A

5. Commemoration of Mar Shimun bar
Sabbae the Catholicos and Marty, and of
the Fathers who were crowned with him.
The Commemoration of Mar Yosip
Busnaya, and of Mar Moses of the
Monastery of Beth Sayyare., and of Mar
Qardagh the Martyr.

12. Commemoration of Mar Papa the
Catholicos.

28 29 1 Labor Day
A1)
Lection 1 Lection 2 Apostle Gospel
SUNDAY ENTERING THE FAST
Deuteronomy 6:20-7:5 Isaiah 31 2 Thessalonians 1 Luke 18:35-19:10
OF MAR ELIJAH
THE FEAST OF HOLY CROSS Isaiah 52:13-53:all Acts 2:14-36 1 Corinthians 1:18-end Luke 24:13-35

13. § Feast of the Finding of the Holy Cross.

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ELIJAH -
FIRST OF THE HOLY CROSS

Deuteronomy 8:11-end

Isaiah 33:13-end

Philippians 1:27-2:11

Matthew 4:12-5:16

SECOND SUNDAY OF ELIJAH

Deuteronomy 7:7-11

Isaiah 30:15-26

2 Thessalonians 2:15-3 (all) |Matthew 13:1-23

14. Commemoration of Mar Sawa the
Physician and of Mar Daniel, and of Mar
Odisho’, and of Mar Zia the Blessed, and
of Mar Bisho of Kmol, and of Mar Gawra
the Martyr.

THIRD SUNDAY OF ELIJAH

Deuteronomy 7:12-end

Isaiah 32:1-33:6

Philippians 1:12-25

Matthew 13:24-43

19. Commemoration of Mar Shalitta, and of
Constantine the Victorious King.




Geography of the Assyrian Church of the East: Past and Present

Christianity in our land grew like a mustard seed, spreading across the Euphrates to
the farthest east, a process that took years and even centuries to unfold. Dioceses were
established in various regions, countries, and kingdoms, experiencing periods of
prosperity, activity, and evangelistic presence, but they also suffered setbacks and decline,
even disappearing in remote areas known as the external
dioceses, perhaps because these dioceses were established
outside the center, more cohesive body of the Church. Over
several centuries, the dioceses of the Assyrian Church of the
East reached around 250 dioceses, which were organized by
official Church Synods into: the Patriarchal or ‘Great
Diocese’, which moved across multiple cities including
Seleucia, Ctesiphon, and al-Madain, among others.
Following these were the Metropolitan dioceses, each
presided over by a metropolitan or archbishop, and each
had episcopal dioceses managed by a bishop, assisted by
parish priests and local abbots, which were widespread
outside cities and populated areas.

Among the ancient metropolitan dioceses were: the
Diocese of Ahvaz, followed by the Diocese of Maisan, the
Diocese of Beth Garmai, the Diocese of Hadiab, the Diocese
of Nineveh, the Diocese of Bahrabaye, the Diocese of Persia,
the Province of Media, the Diocese of Aran, the Diocese of
Dailam, the Diocese of Gilan, the Diocese of Merv, the
Diocese of Herat, the Diocese of Samarkand, the Diocese of
Angamaly, the Diocese of China, the Diocese of Syria, and
the Diocese of Jerusalem. Each of these metropolitan
dioceses was followed by up to five diocesan dioceses.

Today, the Assyrian Church of the East has 15 dioceses
distributed as follows: the Patriarchal Diocese of Erbil,
followed by Kirkuk, and Metropolitan dioceses in: Australia & New Zealand & Lebanon,
Syria, India & the Southern Gulf Countries. Additionally, there are Episcopal dioceses in:
Baghdad, Dohuk and Nineveh, Iran & Armenia & Georgia, , Scandinavia and Germany,
Western Europe & Ukraine, Victoria & New Zealand, and Eastern United States.
Furthermore, there are dioceses that are directly under the Patriarchal See due to vacant
episcopal sees: the Diocese of California (USA), the Diocese of the Western United States
(USA), the Diocese of Canada, and the Diocese of Russia.
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF ELIJAH -

105 SECOND OF THE HOLY CROSS

o SIXTH SUNDAY OF ELIJAH -
THIRD OF THE HOLY CROSS

o SEVENTH SUNDAY OF ELIJAH -
E FOURTH OF THE HOLY CROSS

10/26 FIRST SUNDAY OF MOSES

October 2025 1 HHA

Monday

13
==
20

27

Deuteronomy 9:1-8

Deuteronomy 9:13-22

Deuteronomy 10:12-end

Deuteronomy 11:1-12

Tuesday = Wednesday  Thursday

1 2

7 8 9
14 15 16
21 22 23
28 29 30

13 Columbus Day

Isaiah 25:1-8 Philippians 3:1-14

Isaiah 26:1-19 Philippians 4:4-end
Isaiah 28:23-29:12

1 Corinthians 14:26-end

Isaiah 40:1-17 2 Corinthians 1:23-2:16
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1. Commemoration of Mar Khanania (Ananias )

who baptized St. Paul and became the first

31 5. Commemoration of Mar Sabrisho of Bet-

Qoqa, and of Mar Youkhanan the Arab, of Al

15. Commemoration of Mar Michael the
Companion of the Angels.

24. Commemoration of the Prophet Mar Elijah

Matthew 17:14-end 25. Commemoration of Mar Tahmazgard the

Martyr, of Beth Slokh (Kirkuk).

26. Commemoration of Mar Moses, the
Firstborn of the Prophets.

Matthew 15:21-38

27. Commemoration of Rabban Mar Yareth of
Alexandria.

Matthew 18:1-18

27, 28, 29. Rogation of St. George the

Matthew 20:1-1
atthew 20:116 Triumphant Martyr.




Missions of the Assyrian Church of the East in Asia

The Assyrian Church of the East began spreading the Gospel at a very early stage in
the lands east of Mesopotamia, through the Silk Road, and southward via the Spice Route.
Despite being a minority and facing persecution, the Church of the East demonstrated
remarkable dynamism in its missionary efforts.

The Church benefited from the trade relations that
existed between Mesopotamia and India, as these trade
routes served as conduits for goods, ideas, culture, and
doctrines. Missionaries utilized these routes to carry the
Gospel to distant lands. Reaching the Far East was
facilitated by the presence of organized Christianity along
the coasts of the Arabian Gulf since the late fourth century,
including regions such as the islands of Bahrain, Qatar,
Oman, Persia, and other known areas at the time.

In 1625, a commemorative stele with a lengthy
inscription in Chinese, dating back to the eighth century,
was discovered. This stele was erected in the courtyard of a
monastery by order of Emperor Taizong of the Tang Dynasty
in the western part of his capital, Xi’an (formerly Chang’an).
The text was composed by Adam (Jingjing), an Assyrian. The
stele details the various stages of Christianity's spread in
China and lists the name of Bishop Mar Yohannan at the top
of a register of seventy priests mentioned in the inscription.

During the tenure of Patriarch Mar Ishoyahb Il of
Gadala, the dioceses of Herat (Afghanistan) and Samarkand
(Uzbekistan) were elevated to the rank of metropolitan
provinces due to the Church's growth in these regions. The
Metropolitan of Merv recounts, in his journey to Turkestan
in 644 AD, that he observed the conversion of a large number of Turks to Christianity. In
later centuries, Christianity extended to Mongolia and reached Japan. From Mongolia, two
prominent figures in the history of the Assyrian Church of the East emerged in the 13th
century: Mar Yahballaha the Mongol, who became Patriarch, and his companion Rabban
Bar Sauma.

In India, there are numerous relics indicating the antiquity of Christianity in the region, such
as a cross in the city of Mylapore, where the tomb of St. Thomas the Apostle is venerated,
and another cross in the city of Kottayam. Both date back to the sixth or seventh century.
Christianity reached India through Christians coming from Persia who settled in Malabar.
From there, Christianity spread to the regions of Cochin and Travancore.
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2 . . i 7. Commemoration of Mar Awgin the Blessed.
30 2 Daylight Saving Time Ends 11 Veterans Day
24 S0 5 Election Day 27 Thanksgiving Day 9. Commemoration of Mar Youkhanan the Arab,
o " of Al-Hira.
Hate AT T Ecctonkl Eesuonte ZRoSHC HOSPel 14. Commemoration of Mar Michael of Tar’el.
11/2 HALLOWING OF THE CHURCH Exodus 40:17-end Isaiah 6 1 Corinthians 12:28-13:all Matthew 16:13-19; 21:12-13
SECOND SUNDAY OF THE 15. Commemoration of All the Saints.
11/9 Exodus 39:32-40:16 1 Kings 8:10-28 Hebrews 8:1-9:4 Matthew 12:1-13
HALLOWING OF THE CHURCH
THIRD SUNDAY OF THE . Hebrews 9:5-15 or 19. Commemoration of Mar Jacob the Mutilated.
11/16 Numbers 7:1-10; 9:15-20 Isaiah 54:1-15 L John 2:12-22
HALLOWING OF THE CHURCH 1 Corinthians 2:10-3 (all)
FOURTH SUNDAY OF THE q
11/23 1 Kings 6:1-19 Ezekiel 43:1-6; 44:1-5 Hebrews 9:16-end Matthew 22:41-23:22 28. Commemoration of Rabban Mar Bar ‘Edta.
HALLOWING OF THE CHURCH
FIRST SUNDAY OF q
11/30 Genesis 17 Isaiah 42:18-43:13 Ephesians 5:21-6:9 Luke 1:1-25 30. Commemoration of St. Andrew the Apostle.
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Prominent Believers of the Assyrian Church of the East in the Abbasid Era LbAsa Limes LSoAla Miuason 2838 LG o Lisouoko 0

Eastern Christians played a significant role in fostering and developing Islamic thought and ANV Y R ENPE1 ;Mao_\v;o o 2.&5.5[\:0 ol Luasd Moo (ool A do.uso
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Patriarch Mar Timothy | (781-823): A scholar, administrator, and politician, he chose to o TRliu (Zabiwo Lida30 28033 200W M“ ®OLABY, wiso 2353354
reside in Baghdad, the Abbasid capital, to strengthen the Church of the East's role as a woblna 2806480 ol Lidaloa 2A333 13033 lomtoa Hala 2AMA=AL 333

representative of all Christians. He maintained excellent relations with
the Abbasid court and worked tirelessly to open doors for Christians to
engage with the contemporary world. He encouraged believers to
participate in the political, cultural, and economic life of the country.
Known for his steadfast ecclesiastical stance, he upheld strict adherence
to canon law and doctrinal orthodoxy. His dialogue with Caliph al-Mahdi
showcased his intellectual and political acumen. He served during the
reigns of six Abbasid caliphs as bishop and patriarch.

Gewargis ibn Bukhtishu: The director of the Gundeshapur
hospital, he successfully treated Caliph Abu Ja'far al-Mansur after other
physicians had failed. His success earned him significant influence over
the caliph and made him a protector of the Church's faithful under
Abbasid rule.

Gabriel bar Bukhtishu: A skilled physician who intervened to
prevent the enforcement of a law requiring non-Muslims to wear
distinctive clothing. Following the death of Harun al-Rashid, he became
the secretary of the new caliph and held this position from 791 to 828
AD, fostering an environment of peace and stability for the Church of the
East's faithful.

Masawaih Abu Yohanna: An expert pharmacist at the
Gundeshapur hospital, renowned for diagnosing and treating diseases.
He treated Al-Fadl, a minister of Caliph Harun al-Rashid, and later treated
the caliph himself, earning substantial rewards for his service.

Yohanna bar Masawaih: Successor to Gabriel ibn Bukhtishu in
managing the Gundeshapur hospital and academy. However, he later
moved to Baghdad and joined the caliphal court physicians. His
departure from the academy significantly contributed to its decline.

Hunayn bar Ishaq: The most prominent translator of Greek
science into Arabic. He founded a school for science and translation

in Baghdad. It is said that Caliph al-Ma'mun rewarded him with | A myral from 837/839 from Al-Mukhtar Palace

gold equivalent to the weight of the books he translated. Hunayn
was renowned for his scientific and critical approach to translation.
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in Samarra, Iraq, depicting a clergy from the
Assyrian Church of the East.
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133003
_\ 14. Commemoration of Mar
,, 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 Abraham of Qidun.
133003
2 19. Commemoration of Mar Abraham
. 21 22 23 24 25 % 26 27 Doctor of the School of Nisibis.
153003
bi 25. % Feast of the Nativity of our
23\, AAA) 28 29 30 31 31 New Year’s Eve Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Date Lection 1 Lection 2 Apostle Gospel
12/7 |SECOND SUNDAY OF ANNUNCIATION Numbers 22:9-23:1 Isaiah 43:14-44:5 Colossians 4:2-end Luke 1:26-56
12/14 THIRD SUNDAY OF ANNUNCIATION Genesis 18:1-19 Judges 13:2-24 Ephesians 3 Luke 1:57-end
12/21 |[FOURTH SUNDAY OF ANNUNCIATION Genesis 24:50-end 1 Samuel 1:1-18 Ephesians 5:5-20 Matthew 1:18-end
12/25 THE HOLY FEAST OF THE NATIVITY Isaiah 7:10-15; 9:1-3,6-7 Micah 4:1-3; 5:2-4,7-9 Galatians 3:15-4:6 Luke 2:1-20
12/28 FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY Genesis 21:1-21 1 Samuel 1:19-end Galatians 4:18-5:1 Matthew 2




Rendering of the future

Mar Sargis and Mar Bacchus church
in Skokie, Illinois

Diocese of the Eastern US
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1 New Year’s Day 2A3 280338 2Adxa %3
2 Commemoration of the Blessed Virgin Mary 2A=aa8 2AM0AS Ai5% w3 113503
6. ’%‘ Feast of the Epiphany of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. .l Ao @65'30 \iﬁa; LNEEEIPEYEN




DIOCESE OF CALIFORNIA
His HOLINESS MAR AWA Il ROYEL
2153 History Way,
Modesto, CA 95357
TeEL: 209-416-4070
FAx: 209-416-4097
WWW.ACOECALIFORNIA.ORG

DIOCESE OF WESTERN USA
ST. PETER CATHEDRAL
17334 N. 63RD AVE.
GLENDALE, AZ 85308
TEL: 623-215-8220
WWW.STPETERAZ.COM

DIOCESE OF EASTERN USA
His GRACE MAR PAULUS BENJAMIN
8908 BIRCH AVE.
MORTON GROVE, IL 60053
TeL: 773-465-4777
FAx: 773-496-0099
WWW.MARGEWARGIS.ORG
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