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Satan’s Complaint
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This poem was extracted from Sebastian P. Brock & George A. Kiraz book of Select Poems of Ephrem the Syrian. The original text
was scripted in Syriac with English translation; this version is in Aramaic with slight modification to the interpretation of English

translation.
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The Evil One said, “I am afraid
N :_I:'IQ.:I m: d.axaa

of this Jesus, in case he Wreck my plans.
£a%3 41 B8AL 53 A 26
here | am, thohsands of years old
Ao 22 ma Aae A S0 WA 2de maaw Ha
and I have never had a moment free from activity: I have not seen anything in existence
244 daio @l 281 anediie ouw aoaie
that I have neglected 0; let éo. And now‘along comes someone who makes the debauched chaste,
aamd 2% Aal ol 5As) Maw ad a2
causing me to lament 'from now on because he is destroying all I have build up.
Spalen mb ted avte
My labors have been many, along with my instructing,
i das i aka alualy
for I have enshrouded the whole of creation in all kings of evil.”
Hoag) dalay weila 282y i ides
Refrain: Blessed is He who has come and laid bare the wiles of the Crafty One.
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“I have matched my course W1th the swift
&aad ..‘:MM «Qi2 xas.a
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and out strlpped them, I engaged in battle,
o 2dor L4 25803 203
and the multitudinous throhg serve as my armor;
.LA.: z:w. 2001 Aok Aaad z:\... m&: z:o:\:l
I rejoiced in the throng of the populace for they gave me a little opportunity,
130y, 22483 s 2806 M2y ag pxad
seeing that the impact of numbers is powerful: with a hhge army

anap Aax as Aday 33
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I raised up a great mountain of a tower, stretchmg it up to heaven. [Gen 11:4]
umm uoo: -;:s'. 2
If they could wage war with the height
azeaad ag i A\ \eaw a
how much more will they defeat [this man] who fights on earth!
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m::o& 7:&.0 u:lq: 01995'..
Collectlvely, with time and succor
apiteid di xhaay
I wage war with discretion.
oc) 2 20y 14 2dg S
The people' heard that God was one, [Deut 6:4]
zﬂSi: cn::A zq...:o zcﬁza zAam cﬁ 23

they made themselves multitude of gods
but when they saw the son of God, [Jer 2:28]
cﬁz:l o= z:o:o @z: 3.&132. 2 2 013 Syor
Rarely, they rushed to H1m one God, on the pretext of confessing God
oo ao:\u .\2..\v @g.o o :ﬂa a0
they deny Him and 11ke astray [sheep] they run away from Him
Zase Ga3y das)
They are perverse on every occasion,

~asudaz ol A:: a2 Axs
they will be found o be godless.
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For I‘nan'y years I have [ex1sted]
Aoan r» awma W 23l Ada
and no child I have secretly disdained -
24 Mdax 25ad 0 s
I have been most a'ttentive to children,
z..:o:r. o0 a2 anl wiak ol EN
[making sure] that they acquire bad habits from thelr very birth,
aia.m zcn:z o2 &2 “aousasn .\ocms'. NCEETE
so that their faults mlght grow as they grew up. There are some stupid fathers
NBowind agdey KA ol ad ol
who do not cause harm to the seed which I have sown in their sons,
54 11 el avio

while others, like good farmers,
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~oudlia Ks3h o dbow adal
Have uprooted these faults from the minds of their children.

O % o0
EX X R XY

Instead of using a chain, I have bound men

I' ’ % ﬁz z"m‘i

with sloth, and they have sat down idle.

a2 IR LR S IRIAON
[Thus] have I deprived therr senses from dorng anythrng good:

lact o “Goubad win o Foniad
their eyes from reading, their mouths from singing praise,

e s bl dite (o \gesid
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Their minds from learning. How keen they are for barren and useless tales;

paday mde Aanl Lixa %
they are prosperously consumed by empty talk

Lh el alas (2
if the word of life be ment1oned in their presence,
cng =0 o...u: o:n.:l oz ﬂo.ﬂ.»: oz

either they will drrve it out, or get up and g0

How many satans there are in a person,
32 Aa _\,A aaad3 LAa Wda
butitis I alone whom every person curses.
hiul 1XiiT) cifsaw B 2
A person’s anger is [like]
e2ine il ol ol wed meday i
A devil which harasses him daily. Other demons are like
nG0as £ 1 o3 M AL pediag (2 oakod
travelers, if feeble in anger they will be judged if they slumber
m:M. 0 z;ni.m PR 2.:|..:|q Aa
all righteous, will not be uprooted from His Place
Pois . all.
Instead of emulating the ravening one [satan]
every person hates weak and wretched devil!
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The snake-charmer along with [the person who] benumbs
i
who daily brings siiakes iiito submission;
ais oo cno.\.-n a.::nz

K

“The one who causes to cease” is inside him boldly resist him

agel @i fma Kt =3 i cala ansdy

lust within him, he could not subdue: hidden sin is like the Egyptian cobra.

Ml ad ats i Sdel om adds S
when it breathes on him, he gets burnt up.
When he has seceded in hunting “The one who Causes to cease,”
aind Wsol, anis aneiels
using his skill, delusion strikes iiim secretly:
oREaada 1Xud 20w

he lulls the serpent with his incantations,

iingla 23 2isgs als it
but by these same 'incantations he arouses against himself great wrath.
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sjad azaze daes. A,
I see my stings, and sat and waited.
A2 mb owld Glaia osd
Who else has so stretched‘out his patience with everyone?
[...]
[a line is lost]
mAS.';g: i Adze Azae miad Al By
I sat beside the long suffering and gradually bewitched him
Hak oo w037 A1 NS AGent 18t
until he was reduced to despair. As for the person who shrinks from sin,

caxdy Al Ados wiexaa 235
habit sui)dued h1m little by little T wore him down
z:\...t M&\ zom: ;.ms.
until he too came under [my] yoke;
186 13y moday 1 sle e Ay
once he had come' and got used to it he did not want to leave it.

O % o%
EX XX

shod Saddy Asemd axAd

I perceived and saw that the long-suffering person
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is someone who can subdue everything.
168 2 m\ ) Haga

When I conquered him, Adan; was 'only one,

ko
so [ left him until he had fathered children and I looked for some other work:
R R R e
so that idleness might not have experience of me I started counting the sand of the sea,
w8 (1 wajoel. paai3e o= K3 wedd

to make myself patient and to test my memory, to see if I could cope

WA/

axtod 1 13i) Haf

with humanity once they had multiplied.

a3z ama 1RadEa cates A g
Before they had done s‘o I had tried them in my things.
ouad. 2,3y w6EilS axdy
The servan‘és of the Evil One disputed with him,
Refuting his word with their rejoinders:
R R e L
“Behold for Elisha who brought a dead person back to life,
2;54:05;:3 ﬂ;ﬂ ....i.;o L\'A.‘\'_'I lt\oa'nk ﬁqéo
who overcame Death in the upper room, reviving the widow’s so'n; [2 Kgs 4:10,34-35]
CICT AN =3 280 1557 Meaxd 2¥0 28w 25
he is now subdued in Sheol”. Because the Evil One was very quick-witted
nefuly iz \edulian wAh 2
he refuted their words by means of their own words:
Szl iy
How can Elisha be defeated,
N R I
Seeing that he has, in Sheol itself, brought the dead
back to life by mean of his bones? [2 Kgs 13:21]

O % o0
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2801 23a893 Sl W2

If Elisha, who was insignificant,
Aauxy dada ol 2801 =3

Had such great power in Sheol,
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If he could restore life of one dead ma‘n there,

e Lo aned F pedh e Wb pa
how many dead will the death of the mighty Jesus restore to life?
S.axa 200 .:l: ..n:a ac 24'035 o.n',.:lt\‘z' z:_\c"n:_l cﬁgp
You should learn from this how l’l’ll‘lCh greater t'ilis Jesus was,
neas e} idagn 2o winh o
my friends, he has cunningly deceived you
axlanl ~etmde 2la
and you are not capable to comprehend
Lol widonnnds ewesd

his greatness comparing him merely to the prophets.

O % o0
EX X R XY

nGuBlaa \es ek
Your consolation are of little help

said the Evil One to his followers,
s 3 SAN s A 0g
Because He restored Lazarus fr‘om Death
hab @8 iaf g jo ke o) s i
How can death contain Him
and if Death does conquer him [John 11:44]
WhAni g oo (20 o aihAxay d¢ eaa
it is because he willingly su‘t;j ects himself - élnd if he subjects himself to it willingly,
als ard oy (aldy adel
Then you should fear” him all the more, for he will not die to no purpose.
2l 8 adr sl
He will be the cause of great horror to us,

“

aihd A5 B agbh 383
For when he dies he will enter in and bring Adam to life.

O % o0
EX X R XY

abas of » 2hab il
Death peered out from inside his cavern,
Sy 354 133 @808
astonished to see our Lord crucified.
AL2 Aui 2das tnd &2 i%2a

Where are you now, said the Restoral of Life
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:q.\A faad Al flaaze oA raoa Al
Will you be food fro me in place of the tasty Lazarus [John 11:44]

‘\s.

dmy 2620 xdlos A33 wweda Auads cuasy -

whose taste I still have in my mouth‘? Let J arrus s daughter come and see [Luke 8:55]

‘\ ‘\

m:z: s @...nq
this cross of yours, let the widow’s son gaze upon you. [Luke 7:15]
32\ A g a.&.m
A wood snatched Adam for me, [Gen 2:17; 3:6]
:\..o: -CL QAN cn:g: :.:.Ag ad ¢ia

blessed is the cross Wthh has snatched the son of David for me!

0.0 0.0 0‘0

sh30 1Rab 186 whs cupes
Death opened its mouth and‘said,
-;:..::o:\:ozéz“’ A.m:r.aﬁ
Have you not heard of son of Mary,
A2 ¢» S8uale abg ixew;
of Moses, how he excelled, from all, in his greatness
z:no: ...gSo z:no: mz mSi: a:ls.o 013“5. 2001
How he was God and Workman of God by slaymg the firstborn (Egyptian)
and saving the firstborn (}{ebrew), [Exod 4:16; 7:1; 12:29]

umﬁs’ 0w 25‘#:‘:‘.‘?‘?&&“&

how he held back the slaughter from living? [Num 16:48; Deut 34:5]

yet I went up with the same Moses to the mountain
o3 33 W\ ol 2\ 32 e

and God — blessed be his honor — handed him over
to me in person [Esek 3:12; Deut 34:5]
a3 i3 _-m.n m:
However great one of Adam s sons becomes,
b ik o3 8 assi ish, go
he will return at dust to dust, for he comes from the earth [Gen 3:19; 2:7]

DR

Satan came along with his soldrers
Qoaxd 2033 3B 243
to look at our Lord lying in Sheol
calo 33 z&so:o: c‘m& 22u30

and to rejoice w1th Death, h1s fellow counselor,
2inaa RWCH 28u% AA. A..aio 3023 2681 WLgma
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But he saw him all gloomy and bewailing the dead who, at the Firstborns’ cry,
i iy den mS Nowxh iy osad abm
Had co'me to life and depa‘rted from Sheol.
Cause the Evil One was a prophet [Matt 27:50,52]
AwAxi) 0 @2 Azal LV 0135’.1.»3. z&oﬂ
Death, his relative, You have not lost as much as you have gained:
dp ol Somy da
as long as Jesus is in your grasp
e
everyone who has lived and is living will come into your hands.

O % o0
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o= Ag.fn a1 1 G gl \A ...és
Open up, so that we can see him and jeer at him;
b afuly dbue s

ask and hear him, “Where is your power”
o ado A 2880k A 20
Cause already three days have passed,

M‘A z...s...::&: A.AL\ a2 cﬁ i%na

we say to him, You, who are three days dead 4
raised up Lazarus, four days dead; [John 11:39]

Qouxd G854 1hab wiw dosal B sl

raise yourself now! Death duly opened up the gates of Sheol

35y ool ady il el
- and out from it shone the radiance of our Lord’s face!
0dd asta Zbaw @ia

Like the men of Sodom, they were all smitten [Gen 19:11]

ol i) Ao..::: c&:tx os._-lo ax%
they groped, and petltloned for the gate of Sheol to be vanished from them

0.0 0’0 0.0

~

People: i.e., the Jews. For Ephrem’s polemic against the Jews.

2. fear  atuy: The two manuscripts have aliy but the longer form of the imperative is required by the
meter.

3. handed him over to me in person: Ephrem seems to refer to traditions about Moses’s death and

burial that underlay Jude 9 and are found in different forms in the late midrasha Petirat Moshe.
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