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This poem was extracted from Sebastian P. Brock & George A. Kiraz book of Select Poems of Ephrem the Syrian. The original text was scripted in Syriac with 
English translation; this version is in Aramaic with slight modification to the interpretation of English translation  O � P Q & R S T U ( V , O , + P Q & R " & W � XY $% % %% $ Z # Y [ % # $ ( * # $\ P ] ^ ' _#$ $ # `V P V ,#$ `) * + P Q a b O �  % $ % # $ $

the guilt
1
 ones who have never conquered, nor shall they ever conquer  Come let’s listen as they contend by victory 
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for Death controls the final end – as conqueror. Death says to the Evil One, Victory will finally be mine, 
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to bring someone to death, while still alive, by means of the lusts. This would be true, O death, should you be able 
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The just who rejected  you, Evil One, did not reject me. I see amongst those who have died both the good and the bad. 
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do not imagine, Death, that you are [really] death, for you are like a shade.  The body’s dead state is but a sleep, lasting for a time: 
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Whereas those who have conquered you, I myself conquer. The upright have conquered you, Evil One, and they conquer you still, 
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for it is by reason of Adam whom I conquered that they have drunken the cup. In the case of the Upright whom you bring to death, it is no merit of yours, 
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and the Giants from the time of the Flood. Who can rival me? [ Gen 6:2] Look how Sheol is filled with the men of Sodom, the Assyrians, [Gen 

19:24; 2Kgs 19:35] 
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I am the one who caused them to sin, so that they should come to a bad end. All these, O Death, had been slain by me:  z V � , ! T ( V � P Q { h W � � ( c P Q & _ ( V �Y $ $ $ $# % #$ # $ % % % # & � � � ( T z V � P Q c P Q " � � + d% % % $ $` $ % # $ ` o p k lq mn
he vanquished you in the inner room, but I vanquished him when I cast him 

into the tomb. [Gen 50:26] 

The Joseph
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he conquered you in Egypt – but at the Rock, who was it who conquered him? 

[Num 20:12] 

Look at Moses who conquered you, Death, with the sprinkling of the 

blood: [Exod 12:22-23] 
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He fled from Jezebel’s, out of his fear for me. [1 Kgs 19:2] Take Elijah, who had no fear of you, Satan:  r b a ' X ( j R V � j d & � z " " &  \ �$ ` Y# # %$ Y Y$ Y % # $ [& � % ) * + , ( T c � P " � ( ! z T% %#$ $$ $# $ #& ^ � � " { h � � �Y `[ ` % | } ~ �q n

I gave him the earrings of gold and he forged the calf. [Exod 32:2-4] Take Aaron, who held you back, Death by means of the fragrant incense: 

[Num 16:46] 
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it was I who, after he had overcome you, then overcame him. [Job 1:22; You went down to the contest with Job, but he came up having vanquished  
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on the roof I vanquished this man who had vanquished Goliath. [2Sam 11:2; 

1Sam 17:4] 

Take David, who by wearing sackcloth, held back that pestilence: [2 Sam 

24:18] 
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he could not eradicate Sheol, the citadel of my kingdom. [2Kgs 10:35] Take Jehu who eradicated the Temple of Baal, the shrine of the Evil One: 

[2Kgs 10:27] 
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I made him in his old age worshipper at pagan altars. [1Kgs 11:1-8] Take Solomon who snatched away from your mouth the child by his 

judgment: [1Kgs 3:27] 
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I vanquished this victor who had won a victory against bribery [1Sam 25:1] Take Samuel, who spurned you in the matter of gold, Satan: [1Sam 12:1-4]  z V _ \ P & � X h � & � � R " & _ v , & � � R \ �Y $ $# #$ $% #$ % %% % ) * + , y h � � & d ! T " & d ! + r � " � + ' ^  % #$ $% #$ % %# $ $# $ ` | } ~ �q n

by means of Delilah, a delightfully easy tool, I harnessed him to the millstone. 

[Judg 16:21] 

Take Samson who, in the case of the lion’s whelp, despised you, O Death: 

[Judg 14:15] 
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yet even in his old age he could not get the better of me. [2Kgs 23:29-30] Josiah from his youth up despised you, O Evil One, [2Kgs 22:1-2]  e ( � s g + X ( { ! z * � W  " z * " ( "f [ # $ # # #$ ` Y$ $# % #$ $ $` ) � � R & P Q " ) * + , c � � X & � � � X% ` $ `% # $ % #$ % # % # $ | } ~ �q n

but I upset him when he abandoned the due sense of awe and disclosed his 

treasures. [Isa 39:4] 

Hezekiah got the better of you, O death, when he overcame his allotted 

span of life, [Isa 38:5] 
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it was I who extinguished that lantern which had laid you bare. [Matt 14:12; 

John 5:35] 

Take John, who vanquished you, O Evil One, by providing forgiveness and 

baptism: [Mark 1:4; Luke 3:3] 
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he vanquished you with a woman - and it was with a woman that I vanquished 

him, making him deny (Christ). [Matt 26:69-72] 
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saying, “Where is Death’s victory and the sting of Sheol?” [Hos 13:14; 1Cor 

15:55] 

Apostles and prophets alike have cursed you, O death,  c ' �  & �  & ' _ T S T ) j R T c � �% %� # #$ $% %% % %f % # $ & � � R { \ W b � d V ' x X � + � ' � y h ^ R% $ $ $ `% # %# f # $ $ %
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and it is you who invited Him to do this by making Adam sin. It is the will of the Life-Giver of all that has confined Him in Sheol -  � R " + r � ( a � " j R h , T " ( z c , + � U h X$ Y `$ $ $ $# %` $ `# f z h , h b � { h � \ � " a W _ " z V � PY % # $ Y#$ % # $ # $ % % %
Accursed is your mouth which said to Him, “Fall down and worship me” 

[Matt 4:9] 

O companion of Nabal who, in the wilderness, reviled his own master, 

[1Sam 25:10] 
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1. guilty: Or “defeated.” Ephrem probably intends both senses. 

2. Joseph: The name deliberately reflects the last word of the previous stanza. 


