Urinary Retention Algorithm
Initiate protocol after 6 hours of inability to void 
OR if symptoms of urinary retention develop
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No voiding  


and/or supra-pubic discomfort, feeling of fullness (& patient cannot void upon request)








BLADDER SCAN TO ASSESS BLADDER VOLUME





 <500ml: 


Re-evaluate in 2-3 HOURS (Earlier if symptomatic)


 





>500ml:


 Perform I/O cath*: 


Re-evaluate in 4-8 HOURS (Earlier if symptomatic)





No voiding after 4-8 more hours & bladder volume >500ml 





Patient voids but post void residual volume (PVR) >300ml 








INSERT INDWELLING CATHETER (contact provider for order)





Patient voids and post void residual volume (PVR) <300ml








No voiding after further 4-8 hours & bladder volume remains <500ml 








RE-EVALUATE IN 2-3 HOURS 


(Earlier if symptomatic)








*Contact Provider for Order*





For bladder volume > 750 ml, consider placing indwelling urinary catheter rather than I/O cath at discretion of provider








If PVR <300ml on 2 occasions, no further scanning required unless inability to void recurs 








