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My Brother Knights,
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As my time serving as Grand Knight of St. Bernadette Council 7355 comes to a close, I want to
take this opportunity to sincerely thank each of you for the support, friendship, and dedication you
have shown over these past four years. Serving as your Grand Knight has truly been one of the
greatest honors of my life.

Together, we have accomplished so much — not as individuals, but as brothers united in service
to God, our Church, our families, and our community. Over the past four years, our council has
remained active and visible throughout the parish and the Houma community. We have hosted
countless charitable events, public rosaries, Lenten meals, pro-life activities, parish support
projects, youth programs, memorial services, ACTS support efforts, patriotic events, and
community outreach initiatives.

We have strengthened our relationship with St. Bernadette Parish while continuing to grow in
fraternity and brotherhood. I am especially proud that, through the hard work and commitment of
our members, Council 7355 earned numerous Star Council Awards and other recognitions during
this time. Those honors do not belong to one man — they belong to every brother Knight who
volunteered his time, cooked meals, prayed rosaries, attended meetings, supported parish events,
recruited members, and answered the call whenever help was needed. Those awards reflect the
heart of this council.

I also want to thank our chaplain Father Andre Melancon, Officers, Program Directors, Fourth
Degree members, and every Knight who stepped forward to lead and serve. None of what we
accomplished would have been possible without you.

As one chapter ends, another begins. I ask each of you to give the same support,
encouragement, and dedication to our incoming Grand Knight, Mark Duplantis. Mark is a faithful
and committed Knight who cares deeply about this council and our parish. Strong leadership only
succeeds when brothers continue working together with unity and purpose.

As we move forward, our council is also beginning a new chapter in how we communicate and
share information with our members and parish community. Over the years, our monthly
newsletter has become an important way to highlight the great work of our council and assembly.
Going forward, we will begin transitioning more of our newsletter content to our website and digital
platforms, allowing us to provide more timely updates, expanded event coverage, photo galleries,
announcements, and easier access to information for all members. While the format may evolve,
our mission remains the same — keeping our brother Knights, parish family, and community
informed, connected, and engaged in the good work of Council 7355 and Assembly 2322.

Please continue attending meetings, volunteering at events, supporting our programs, and
encouraging new members to become active. The future of Council 7355 depends on all of us
continuing to live the principles of Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism.



Although my term as Grand Knight is ending, my commitment to this council and to each of you
certainly is not. I look forward to continuing to work beside all of you as brother Knights in the
years ahead. Thank you again for allowing me the privilege to serve as your Grand Knight.

Vivat Jesus!

Craig Portier - Grand Knight St. Bernadette Council 7355
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