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MONTHLY NEWSLETTER  November 2023 

 

 

St. Bernadette Soubirous Catholic Church 409 Funderburk Ave. Houma, LA  70364 

www.stbernadettekofccouncil7355.com 

Father August W. Vandebilt Assembly 2322 

HONOR GUARDS 
 
One of the most important 
functions of the Fourth De-
gree is providing Guards of 
Honor at Mass, wakes, funer-
als, dedications and many 
other civic or patriotic func-
tions. In full Uniform, the 
Knights of Columbus are al-
ways recognized in any public 
appearance. These Sir 
Knights add dignity and a 
pride of church and country 
to any event. By these public 
demonstrations, their loyal-
ties bring credit to themselves 
and to the Knights of Colum-
bus. Dress out requests 
should be made through the 
Faithful Navigator, Mark 
Bascle at 985-772-1268. 

 

Faithful Navigators Message 
 

 

Fellow Knights,  

On November 1, we celebrate all saints day.  All Saints' Day is a Holy Day of Obli-
gation celebrated by the liturgical Church on November 1. We turn to the saints, 
those known and unknown by the Church, as guides and models of holiness on this 
day.  As always, we do not worship the Saints, but we turn towards them to ask 
them to intercede with prayer on our behalf to the Lord. Let us remain focused on 
praying and asking them to pray for us and all in need this 
holiday season.  

Thursday November 23rd will be Thanksgiving day. We will 
all be having family over and celebrating, but as always, re-
member to be thankful for the blessings we have and the ones 
we still have to come.  Our country can use prayers of thanks 
this year for the many events happening around the world that 
we need to keep an eye on. Always remember to keep Isra-
el and the birthplace of Our Lord in your prayers this year 
as well as our own country.  

A heartfelt thank you to all Veterans, those still with us and those who have passed 
as we honor and thank them for their service to our country on Veterans Day, No-
vember 11.  

We have several members who recently have purchased Honor Guard Uniforms.  I 
appreciate all the Assembly members who are now able to support the Patriotic De-
gree. 

Finally, I will be unavailable from November 23rd to December 10th as I take some 
personal time away. During this time I am reminding everyone that Faithful Captain 
Craig Portier shall be acting Faithful Navigator of FR Vandebilt Assembly and can 
make any decisions necessary on my behalf or call out any Honor Guard necessary 
in an emergency situation. Craig has my blessing and support and I know he will do 
just fine during this time. As always I ask for your continued prayers for our Church 
and Priest. Please know that I will be thinking of and praying for all of you, my 
brothers, during this holiday season.  God bless you all.  

Vivat Jesus! 

Mark K Bascle- Faithful Navigator #2322 

FN Mark Bascle 
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Pray the Rosary!! 

Silver Rose Program 

Share the message of Our Lady of Guadalupe and pro-

mote respect for life by participating in this meaningful 

pilgrimage. The Silver Rose program demonstrates the 

unity between Knights of Columbus in Canada, the Unit-

ed States and Mexico, through a series of prayer services 

promoting the dignity of all human life and honoring Our 

Lady.  

Each year, from early March through mid-December, 

Silver Roses are stewarded by Knights of Columbus coun-

cils along routes from Canada to Mexico. Every stop the 

Silver Rose makes throughout the pilgrimage is a rosary-

centered occasion for Knights, parishioners and commu-

nity members to pray for respect for life, for the spiritual 

renewal of each nation, and for the advancement of the 

message of Our Lady of Guadalupe.  

The Silver Rose will be at St. Bernadette on Friday, No-

vember 3, 2023 from 4:30 PM to 5:30 PM.  Please join us 

to pray the Rosary. 

Father Vandebilt 4th Degree Assembly 

2322 is proud to announce that Father 

Stephen Castille, Parochial Vicar of St. 

Bernadette in Houma is now a member 

of the  Assembly.  Father Castille was 

exemplified into the 4th Degree at the 

exemplification ceremony in Welsh, 

LA. On October 28, 2023.  Welcome 

Father Castille. 

4th Degree Vision and Goals 

Standing Firm in Support of the Order 

Knights of the Patriotic Degree are dedicated to the 

personal development and continued honor of brother 

Knights. We are always there to offer leadership, guid-

ance, and encouragement. 

Proudly Serving the Country 

Knights of the Patriotic Degree glorify God by serving 

our communities and nations as though Christ were the 

one being served. 

Unwavering Support of the Faith 

Knights of the Patriotic Degree hold unwaveringly to 

what is right and honorable, working to keep God in 

the civic arena, serving the life of the Church, and de-

fending laws that recognize the sanctity of life and true 

religious liberty. 

Honoring the Legacy of Knighthood 

The Color Corps is an elective division of the Patriotic 

Degree that presents a visible reminder of our service 

to the community. 

Please join us for 

the Houma/

Thibodaux Dio-

cese Knights of 

Columbus Picnic 

and Gumbo Cook-

off on Saturday 

November 11th in 

Larose and the St. 

Bernadette Church 

Picnic on Sunday 

November 12th at 

10:00 AM. 



3  

 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
November 2023 

1st All Saint’s Day - Holy Day of Obligation - Masses at 6:30 AM, 8:15 AM (School), 12:10 PM & 6:00 PM 

2nd All Soul’s Day - Blessing of the Cemetery at St. Francis #2 at 8:30 AM 

3rd Silver Rose Program and Rosary at St. Bernadette—4:30 PM 

4th Assembly Workday at Church - 8:00 AM to Noon 

4th  4th Degree Honor Guard Dress Out - St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church, please arrive for 3:30 pm.    

5th Knights of Columbus Honor Guard for the Memorial Mass for Deceased Members at St. Bernadette - 11:00 AM 

11th Veteran’s Day 

11th Diocese Knights of Columbus Picnic and Gumbo Cookoff  - Larose, LA 

12th St. Bernadette Soubirous Family Mass and Picnic—10:00 AM 

14th Council 7355 Monthly Meeting—St. Bernadette Father O’Brian Center 6:30 PM 

18th “Battle Ready” A One Day Catholic Men’s Conference - St. Bernadette Church - 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM 

21th Vandebilt Assembly 4th Degree Meeting- St. Bernadette Father O’Brian Center 7:00 PM 

23rd Thanksgiving Day 

Keep up with all your 4th Degree Vandebilt Assembly 2322 news at: 

https://stbernadettekofccouncil7355.com/vandebilt-assembly-2322 

Get your Official Regalia of the 4th 

Degree  - Uniform Package  

 

Blue Blazer with 4th Degree Crest and Emblem of 

the Order Buttons,  4th Degree Gray Trousers, Hand 

Embroidered Necktie, 4th Degree Black Beret with 

4th Degree Badge, Service Baldrick, Sword, and 

Gloves. 

 

Available at: 

https://www.kofcuniform.com/home/ 

or by calling: 

833.562.4327  



4  

 THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

Who are the Knights of Columbus? 

 

The Knights of Columbus is the world's largest Catholic 

family fraternal service organization with 1.7 million mem-

bers. It provides members and their families with volunteer 

opportunities in service to the Catholic Church, their commu-

nities, families and young people. 

What are the benefits in becoming a brother of the 

Knights of Columbus? 

 

As a member of the Knights of Columbus you and your 

family enjoy many benefits, including 12 free issues annually 

of the Columbia magazine, the world's largest Catholic fami-

ly magazine, eligibility to join the Knights of Columbus top-

ranked life insurance program, and many more family and 

personal benefits 

How do I become a brother of the Knights of Columbus? 

 

Membership in the Knights of Columbus is open to practicing 

Catholic men in union with the Holy See, who are at least 18 

years old. A practicing Catholic is one who lives up to the 

Commandments of God and the precepts of the Church. 

Application blanks are available from any member of the 

Knights of Columbus. 

CONTACT US 
 
 

Website 
 

www.stbernadettekofccouncil7355.com 
 

Email 
 

info@stbernadettekofccouncil7355.com 
 

Facebook 
 

www.facebook.com/kofc7355/ 
 

Telephone 
 

p (985) 637-7407 
P (985) 772-1268 

 
Physical Address 

 
409 Funderburk Ave. 

Houma, LA 70364-1895  
 

Newsletter Editor 
 

If you have anything you would like to submit to the 
newsletter email it to Sir Knight  

Ralph Mitchell 
info@stbernadettekofccouncil7355.com Please remember in your prayers those 

who are ill or in need of prayer. 

The primary purpose of the Fourth Degree Knights of 

Columbus is to inculcate a love of country and impress 

the duties of citizenship. Its motto is Patriotism -- a pat-

riotism enlightened and informed by religion. 

Faithful Navigator - Mark Bascle   

Faithful Friar - Fr. Andre Melancon 

Faithful Admiral -  George Swindel 

Faithful Captain -  Craig Portier 

Faithful Pilot—Ralph Mitchell 

Faithful Comptroller - Maurice Evans  

Faithful Scribe - Richard Daigle  

Faithful Purser - Gerard Vedros 

Faithful Inner Sentinel - Andrew Vedros 

Faithful Outer Sentinel - Andy Dufrene 

Faithful 3 year Trustee - Al Hargis 

Faithful 2 year Trustee - Mark Duplantis 

Faithful 1 year Trustee - Stephen Boudreaux 

  


