
U.S. is unable to 
fulfill previous 
commitments in 
this region against 
drug cartels, 
criminals, 
migration, and 
instability.

U.S. hemispheric efforts 
become fragmented 
operationally, although 
rhetoric is stepped up 
regarding Cuba takeover, 
Mexico’s lack of government 
control, and China in the 
region and  in Panama Canal.

Potential for an increase of internal instability or opportunistic/predatory external influence

Potential for an increase of internal violence or externally-directed aggression

Actions and events that accelerate or exacerbate the conditions below

Insufficient carrier strike group 
& ISR presence in Pacific as 
forces move to Indian Ocean.

China increases 
coercive actions 
against Taiwan, 
Philippines, etc.

North Korea seizes the 
opportunity to act 
more aggressively 
towards South Korea & 
steps provocative acts.

Middle East, Indian 
Ocean, and South 
Pacific sustainability 
needs for US military go 
unmet for basing, 
logistics, alliance 
agreements, etc.

The entire West Africa, 
Sahel, and East Africa 
suffers further from lack 
of US and European 
attention, while jihadist 
groups consolidate 
territory and China & 
Russia influence grows.

Russia consolidates gains, 
presses on Balkans or aids 
nationalists on NATO’s 
eastern flank.

China and Russia attempt 
to increase political ties 
or presence in the arc 
above conflict zone and 
Middle East.

Increased Opportunistic and Predatory Actions 
Shape the World in a Prolonged U.S.-Iran War

If the U.S. focus and military are consumed by Iran for an extended period, then our 
worldwide defense, deterrence, and diplomatic efforts will continue to deteriorate. 
Long-standing agendas—territorial, political, or proxy-based—may accelerate under 
the cover of a confrontation that spreads to multiple countries in the Middle East.
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Hemispheric 
initiatives with Latin 
and South America 
begin to suffer as 
US attention is 
drawn away.

Domestic and 
international 
terrorist strikes 
increase against 
U.S. soft targets.

Competition from Great 
Powers steps up if the wake 
of U.S. policy, economic 
factors, or governance 
negatively impact stability.

The U.S. Pacific & 
China initiatives are 
marginalized, with 
regional nations asked 
to fill gaps.
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