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| NT. CHURCH - DAY

LEWS HEATON (30's), slim dark eyes, full beard and wearing
a cheap suit and tie, sits on a wooden bench positioned on
the pulpit of a small church in the m ddle of nowhere
OKLAHOVA. His head is bowed and his eyes stare at the fl oor.
He takes a deep breath and slowy exhal es as he | ooks up
scanning the gathered crowd. H s eyes | and on..

VI RG NI A HEATON (30's), pale skin, no make-up, hair pulled
back in a tight bun and wearing a sinple floral print dress.
She sits enotionless beside their two children..

WES HEATON (8) and KATIE HEATON (6). Virginia has her arm
around Katie, who fidgets with the buttons on her noms
dress, while Wes and Virginia both stare directly at Lews.

MARTY DANFORD, (20's), strapping and well built, stands at
the podium of the pul pit speaking to the congregation.

MARTY
"' maskin' for your help. For both of
us. We need forgiveness and we need
prayers. | can't speak for the Pastor,
but I know | don't wanna be this way.
| believe the Lord can change ne. |
ain't tryin" to get the Pastor in
trouble, | just needed to tell the
truth for ne. | needed to bring this
into the light and ask nmy church
famly to help ne.

Marty timdly shifts his eyes to his Mther, SARAH
DANFCORD( 40" s), sitting in the congregation.

MARTY
" msorry, Mna.

Sarah, staring down at her folded hands in her |ap, w pes a
tear fromher cheek, |ooks up to neet her son's gaze and
tenderly smles through her pain. She | ooks past Marty at
Lewi s and her smle fades.

The entire church is silent. Finally, HUGH DENTON (70's)
sl owl y stands.

HUGH
Past or Heat on?

Lew s keeps his head bowed.



HUGH
| want you to | ook at ne.

Lews reluctantly raises his head to | ook at Hugh.

HUGH
|''mthe Deacon that brought you into
this church and we've worked cl osely
t oget her over the | ast couple of
years, so please answer ny question
honestly. What Marty just said about
you and him..is it true?

Virginia, Sarah, Marty, Hugh and the rest of the congregation
wait in silence for Lewis to respond.

LEW S
Yes.

A collective groan is heard fromthe congregation.

MARTY
Ms. Heaton knew about it too.

Virginia doesn't even flinch at the comment. She | ooks at
Marty with her head held high.

Sarah turns and glares at Virginia fromacross the church.

MARTY
She told us we had to stop seein' each
other. She said for us not to say
nothin', cause if this got out it
woul dn't be good for nobody.

Marty | ooks directly at Virginia.

MARTY
|'"msorry, Ms. Heaton. | couldn't do
it. I had to say sonmethin'. It's the

right thing to do.
Virginia calmy stands to her feet, takes the hands of her
children and begins to wal k down an aisle of the church as
t he menbers watch her
Sar ah st ands.

SARAH
Where are you goin', Virginia?



VIRG NI A

I"mtakin' takin' my children hone.
SARAH

Well, certainly don't |eave him

behi nd.
Sarah points to Lew s.

SARAH
We don't want him Ain't that right,
church?

The church nmenbers respond with nuddl ed sounds of agreenent.

HUGH
(To Lew s)
Sister Danford is right. You need to
| eave.

Virginia, whose back is to the pulpit, calmy |ooks over her
shoul der to Lew s.

VIRG NI A
You heard 'em Lewis. Let's go.

Virginia then exits the church with her children.

Lewis is sitting paralyzed in shock. He timdly stands and
steps off the pulpit. He keeps it together as the

di sapprovi ng eyes of the church nenbers stare at himwhile he
wal ks down the aisle. He arrives at the doors of the church,
opens them and is consuned by the bright |ight of the sun.
The doors slam shut behind him

EXT. HEATON HOVE - VHEAT FI ELD - DAY

Katie and Wes run in and out of a vivid green wheat field on
a beautiful day with white, fluffy clouds in a bright blue
sky. The ki ds chase one another, |aughing loudly and clearly
having a joyful tine. The wind blows the wheat along with the
kids hair and cl othes. Beautiful.

Next to the wheat field, we see their famly honme. A nodest,
white, two story farm house in need of a paint touch up, with
shutters, a wel com ng porch and surrounded by not hi ng but
land for as far as the eye can see. Total isolation.

| NT. HEATON HOVE - MASTER BEDROOM - DAY

Virginia sits on the edge of the bed in a sparsely yet



guai ntly decorated bedroom staring out of the w ndow wat ching
t he kids play.

| NT. HEATON HOME - DI NI NG ROOM - DAY

A well used BIBLE sits open on the dining roomtable.
Different colors highlight the scriptures, while notes
witten in pencil fill the limted white spaces on the pages.
This book is studied.

Lewis enters with a CUP OF COFFEE, sits and stares at the
Bi bl e, but doesn't read it. He closes it and turns to | ook at
the staircase leading to the second fl oor.

| NT. HEATON HOME - MASTER BEDROOM - DAY

Virginia is still sitting on the bed staring out the w ndow,
when Lewi s wal ks in and | eans on the door frane.

LEW S
Do you want to tal k about what
happened yest erday?

VIRG N A
You need to find a job.

LEW S
| know.

Lews lingers before turning to | eave.

VIRG NI A
Lews...my children are gonna grow up
knowi n' the Lord, lovin' H mand
worshipin' Hmthe way they're
supposed to. | wll do whatever it
takes to see to it that they survive
what you' ve done.

Tears fill her eyes, but she refuses to let themfall. She

wi pes her eyes breaking her stare on the kids, stands up,
strai ghtens out her dress and begins to wal k out of the room
As she exits. ..

VI RG NI A
You hungry?

Lew s doesn't answer fast enough. Virginia is already half-
way down the hall before he realizes he was supposed to
respond.



LEW S
No.

Lewi s wat ches the kids play outside.

| NT. HEATON HOVE - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

Lewis sits in a chair in the dimy lit living room He | ooks
| ost as he stares off into space. You can hear the faint
sound of singing com ng fromanother part of the house.

| NT. HEATON HOVE - KI TCHEN - NI GHT

Virginia, Wes and Katie are washing and drying DI SHES as they
sing old hycmms. Katie is sitting on the counter singing as
she wat ches her Mom

Virginia is washing a PAN

Wes stands beside Virginia wwith a drying TOANEL in his hand.
He plays with the towel as he sings al ong.

Virginia finishes washing the pan and hands it to Ws, who
begins to dry it.

Virginia scoops Katie up in her arnms and hol ds her close as
she sings and dances in a slow circle.

Wes hurries to dry the pan and then puts it in the cabinet.
He rushes to his nom and waps his arnms around her waist and
dances with her and Katie. VIRG NIA DOES NOT ACKNOALEDGE H M
| NT. HEATON HOVE - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

Lewis is still lost in this thoughts when Virginia wal ks in
wth Katie and Wes, who is holding Lewis' Bible in his hands.

VI RG NI A
lt's time to read, Lew s.

No response.
Virginia | ooks down at Wes.

VI RG NI A
Go hand Daddy the Bible.

Wes hurries over to Lewis and holds the Bible out to him

VEES
Daddy. ..



Lew s | ooks at Wes and takes the Bible. Virginia sits on the
floor in front of the chair. Ws and Katie join her.

Virginia shoots Lewis a | ook. He opens the Bible.
LEW S
We're gonna read outta the Book of
Mat t hew t oni ght .

Lewi s funbl es through the pages.

VI RG NI A
| think we should start with prayer.
Don't you?

LEW S

Yeah, let's do that. Bow your heads.
Virginia, Wes and Katie bow their heads.
Lewi s wat ches t hem

Wes places his hands together in the prayer position as he
waits for his dad to start.

Lews feels the tears filling up in his eyes as he watches
his famly.

Wes then decides to switch his position to be on his knees,
but never opens his eyes or takes his hands out of the prayer
position. He's ready.

Virginia lifts her head to see Lewis in tears watching them

VI RG NI A
Pray.

LEW S
Qur Father which art in Heaven.
Hal | owned be thy nane. Thy ki ngdom
come. Thy will be done on earth as it
is in Heaven...

A BRI CK conmes crashing through one of the living room
w ndows, startling all of them

Kati e and Wes scream

From out si de the wi ndow you can hear Sarah Danford
shout i ng. ..



SARAH
LEAVE TOWNI VWE DON' T WANT YOU HERE

Virginia gets up and wal ks to the broken w ndow. She | ocks
eyes with Sarah.

SARAH
Is he in there? Is your sicko husband
in there?

Virginia calmy turns to her Kkids.

VIRG NI A
Wes, take Katie upstairs.

Wes instantly grabs Katie's hand and hurries upstairs with
her .

SARAH
| KNOW YOU RE | N THERE, YOU PERVERT!
YOU GET QUT OF THFS TOWNl WE DON T
WANT PEOPLE LI KE YOU HERE! (beat) DO
YOU HEAR ME?(beat) CAN YOU HEAR ME?

Lew s | ooks down at the floor as he listens to Sarah
scream ng fromoutside. Virginia stornms out the front door

LEW S
Virginia, where you goin'?

Lews follows her out on the porch.
EXT. HEATON HOVE - N GHT
Virginia flings the front door open and grabs an AXE that's
on the porch. She starts briskly wal king towards Sarah with
the axe in her hand.
Sarah notices the axe and takes off running.
Vi rginia chases her.
Lewi s i s shocked.
LEW S
Virginia! Wiat are you doin'? Put that

axe down!

Sarah continues to run with Virginia in hot pursuit. Lew s
starts chasing after themas well.



SARAH
Are you crazy? Stop! I'mleavin'!

LEW S
Virginia, stop!

Virginia ignores their pleas and continues chasing Sarah.

Sarah trips and hits the ground hard. She tries to get back
up, but Virginia tackles her.

SARAH
Virginia stop, please! |I'msorry!

The two wonen struggl e.

VI RG NI A
BE STI LL!

Sarah stops struggling. She is flat on her back, with
Virginia hovering over her.

Lewi s runs up and watches, unsure of what he should do.

The wonen stare at one another. Virginia slaps Sarah across
the face. Sarah screans in pain.

LEW S
Vi rgini a!

Virginia puts the axe to Sarah's neck.
Sarah screans and cri es.

VIRG NI A
Be qui et.

SARAH
Virginia, please.

VIRG NI A
| said be quiet.

Sar ah keeps qui et.

VIRG NI A
| have two small children that |I'm
gonna protect fromall this.

SARAH
What about ny son?



VIRG N A
| don't care about him He's an adult
and he made a choice, just |ike ny
husband did. My children did not nake
a choice. Now, you listen to ne...if |
ever see you around ny hone and nore
inportantly, if I ever see you around
ny children ever again, | wll use
this axe.

Virginia |l eans down to whisper into Sarah's ear.
VIRG N A
(whi sper)
| have nothing left to |ose.
Sarah stares at Virginia in fear.
Lew s grabs Virginia and pulls her off of Sarah.
Virginia quickly jerks away fromhis touch and shoves him
VIRG NI A
DON' T! DON' T YOU EVER TOUCH ME AGAI NI
EVER!
Lewi s is taken aback at her rage.

Si | ence.

LEW S
Go hone, Sar ah.

Sarah stands up and dusts herself off. She shoots Lewis a
| ook.

SARAH
| hate you

Sarah begins to wal k awnay.

VI RG N A
Sar ah.

Sarah stops and turns to Virginia.

VIRG NI A
| understand you're hurt. Trust ne, |
get it...but all I'"mthinking about

right now is keeping ny kids safe from
all of this.



10.

SARAH
You wanna keep your kids safe? You
m ght wanna think 'bout gettin' rid of
hi m

Sarah |1 ooks at Lewis again. Tears fill her eyes as she shakes
her head in disgust. She wal ks off | eaving Lewis and Virginia
al one.

LEW S
Are you alright?

VI RG NI A
Go to hell.

Vi rginia wal ks back towards the house draggi ng the axe behi nd
her. She | ooks up and notices that Ws and Kati e watched the
entire altercation froman upstairs w ndow. Virginia |ocks
eyes with her children and then resunes draggi ng the axe back
t owar ds the house.

| NT. HEATON HOME - MASTER BEDRCOM - DAY

Virginia sits at her SEWNG MACH NE, extrenely focused on
sew ng BURLAP FABRI C.

Lewis wal ks in and stands in the door way.

LEW S
| got a job.

Virginia doesn't take her attention off the sew ng machi ne.

VIRG NI A
VWher e?

LEW S
The tire shop.

VI RG NI A
Good.

She continues to sew.

LEW S
What are you sewin'?

She doesn't answer him He waits a nonent before wal king of f.



11.
Virginia stops sewing to | ook up at a CROCSS hangi ng on the
wal | . The | ook lingers. She returns to her project.
EXT. HEATON HOVE - DAY
Kati e and Wes are chasing each other around the yard. Katie

falls to the ground, |ies on her back and | ooks at the sky.
Wes runs over to her and | ooks down at her.

VES
VWhat cha doin'?

KATI E
I"mthirsty.

VES

Want somethin' to drink?
Kati e nods her head yes.

VES
Ckay. Be right back

Wes takes off running toward the house.

| NT. HEATON HOVE - KI TCHEN - DAY

Wes runs into the kitchen and stops dead in his tracks and
stares. Al of the drawers and cabi nets are open. The

refrigerator door, w de open.

Virginia walks in and startles Wes. Virginia | ooks at the
ki t chen.

VI RA NI A
VWhat's this?

Wes shrugs his shoul ders.

VI RG NI A
Did you do this?

Wes shakes his head no.
WES
It was like this when | wal ked in
here.

Virginia stares at Wes.



12.

VES
We were thirsty, so | cane in here to
get us a drink.

VIRG NI A
Go get a drink.

Wes | ooks at Virginia as if heis alittle scared to go to
t he fridge.

VIRG NI A
Ch for goodness sakes, Wes, it's just
sone open drawers and cabinets. Go get
your drink.

Wes slowy wal ks over to the fridge, quickly grabs two juice
boxes and hurries back to his nmom s side.

VIRG NI A
Go back outside and play.

Wes | eaves. Virginia stands there a nonent | ooking at the
kitchen before she starts shutting the cabinets and cl osing
t he drawers.

EXT. HEATON HOMVE - EVEN NG

Lewi s, covered in grease and dirt, sits on the porch staring
off into the distance. A truck conmes down the drive way
toward the house. He watches it.

The truck pulls up and DOUG RAVSEY, (50's) gets out. He is
wearing worn jeans, boots, a white dingy t-shirt and a
basebal | cap. He shuts the door to the truck, walks to the
front of it and | eans against it.

LEW S
| didn't know you were comn' for a
vi sit, Doug.

DOUG
VWll, it's been a while, so | thought

| better stop in and see how things
are goin'. Howre you doin'?

No response.

DOUG
Where's ny daughter?



13.

LEW S
She's inside with the kids. They're
cl eanin' up the kitchen.

DOUG
| reckon | better go in and say hi.

LEW S
You need help with your bags?

Doug reaches in the back of the truck bed and Iifts out a
BAG.

DOUG
No sir. | pack light.

Doug cones up the stairs and opens the door.

DOUG
You comn' in?

Lewi s shakes his head no. Doug goes inside and shuts the
door. Lewis resunes staring off into the distance.

| NT. HEATON HOME - KI TCHEN - EVEN NG

Virginia, Wes and Katie are finishing cleaning the kitchen.
They are singing an old hymm. Doug wal ks in and joins in
singing with them

VEES & KATI E
Papal!

Both of the kids run and junp in his arnms. He gives them big
hugs.

DOUG
|"ve mssed you two so much. Y all are
gettin' so big.
Doug cuddl es them kissing themon the tops of their heads.

Virginia wat ches. Doug noti ces.

DOUG
Hi , Doodl e Bug.

VI RG NI A
H , Daddy.



14.

He gets up and kisses Virginia on the cheek. She doesn't
appear to be happy to see him He notices that, too.

DOUG
You | ook good.

VIRG NI A
Thank you. So do you.

DOUG
Been watchin' what | eat.

He pats his flat stomach.

DOUG
Lost sone wei ght.

VIRG N A
Kids, go tell your Dad it's time to
read the Wwrd of God.

They hug their granddad.

DOUG
Go on and get your Dad. |I'm gonna be
stayin' here a few days so we'll have

plenty of time for fun

Wes and Katie both | ook happy at the news. They run out of
the kitchen to go get their dad.

VI RG NI A
So you're plannin' on stayin' for a
few days?

DOUG
| hope that's alright.

VI RG NI A
O course, it's fine.

Doug stares at Virginia.

VIRG NI A
What ?

DOUG
You know, good gossip goes faster'en
hot cakes around these parts. | don't

i ke hearin' about personal famly
matters second hand.



Virginia

Si | ence.

VIRG NI A
Well, it's a private situation, Daddy.

DOUG
It happened in the mddle of a church
service, sweetie. There ain't nothin
private about that. You and nme both
know there's only one thing church
folk love nore 'an Jesus and that's a
good scandal

VIRG N A
I s that why you're here?
DOUG
O course it is.
VIRG N A
Well, everything's fine. You wasted a
trip.
DOUG

"' m spendin' the next few days with ny
grandkids. Trust ne, this tripis
anyt hi ng but wasted. Besides, | saw
Lewis on the way in. He didn't | ook
like fine to me. He needs your support
ri ght now.

| ooks shocked.

VIRG NI A
"' m beginnin' to wonder if you heard
the right gossip.

DOUG
What happened doesn't change the fact
t hat he's your husband, Virginia.

VI RG NI A
What happened was vil e and si ck.
DOUG
In sickness and in health, till death

do you part...weren't those the vows
you took?

VI RG NI A
[t's time for the Wird of God.

15.



16.

Virginia wal ks past himto exit. Doug gently touches her. She
instantly jerks away.

DOUG

Don't let this ruin your famly.
VIRG NI A

There isn't any need for you to stay.
DOUG

Well, I am

Virginia glares at himbefore wal ki ng out.
| NT. HEATON HOME - LI VI NG ROOM - EVEN NG

Lewis is sitting in his chair. Ws and Katie are sitting in
his lap. He holds his kids tight. The Bible rests in his |ap.
Virginia wal ks in and watches them Doug wal ks in behind her.

VI RG NI A
lt's time to read, Lew s.

Virginia wal ks over to the kids and picks up Katie and sits
on the floor, putting Katie in her |lap. Ws gets out of the
chair. He struggles a little to do so, but he finally does
and gets on the floor with his nomand sister. Lewi s |ooks at
Doug. Doug nods. Lewis bows his head and begins to pray.

LEW S
Qur Father which art in Heaven.
Hal | owned be thy nane. Thy ki ngdom
cone. Thy will be done on earth as it
is in Heaven. Gve us this day our
daily bread. Forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors..

Doug | ooks concerned as he watches on.
| NT. HEATON HOVE - KATIE' S BEDROOM - DAY

Katie is asleep in her bed. The sun spills in through the

w ndow and shines across Katie's face. She opens her eyes and
all of a sudden she is scared. She sits up in her bed and

| ooks around the room

The cl oset door is wide open. Al the drawers to her dresser
are open. Al of her CLOTHES that were in those drawers are
inapileinthe mddle of the floor. There is a chair in her
roomthat is turned upside down.
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Katie trenbles while | ooking at everything. She junps out of
her bed and runs out of her room and down the hall.

| NT. HEATON HOME - MASTER BEDRCOM - DAY

Virginia is in her roomsew ng the burlap fabric when she
notices Katie run out of her room She stops sewi ng, gets up
and wal ks out to see what is going on.

EXT. HEATON HOVE - PORCH - DAY
Lews is sitting on the porch of the house sipping on a CUP

of coffee. Katie runs out the front door, junps in his |lap
and waps her arns around his neck.

LEW S
Katie? What's wong, baby?
KATI E
Sonmethin's in my room
LEW S
Sonmethin's in your roonf
Katie nods.
LEW S
What is it?
Kati e shrugs.
LEW S

You want Daddy to go see what it is?
Kati e nods.
Lew s gets up and carries Katie back in the house with him
| NT. HEATON HOMVE - KATIE S BEDROOM - DAY

Virginia in standing in Katie's room | ooking at the nmess when
Lew s and Katie enter.

VI RG NI A
VWhat is this, Katie?

KATI E
| don't know.

VI RG NI A
What do you nean, you don't know?
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KATI E
| woke up and it was like this.

VIRG NI A
Pl ease don't lie to Mama.

KATI E
I"mnot lyin'.

Virginia storns out of the room

LEW S
Where are you goin'?

| NT. HEATON HOME - WES S ROOM - DAY

Wes is in his bed. Virginia enters, wal ks over to him and
shakes Wes, waki ng hi m up.

VIRG NI A
Get up.

Wes is trying to wake up

VES
Mama?

VI RG NI A
CGet up, Wes. Now.

Wes gets out of bed. Virginia forcefully grabs hi mand drags
hi m out of his room

| NT. HEATON HOME - KATIE' S BEDROOM - DAY

Lew s and Katie are still standing in her room | ooking at the
mess when Virginia enters the roomdraggi ng Wes with her.

VI RG NI A
(To Wes)
When did you do this and why?

LEW S
VWhat are you doin'?

VIRG NI A
|"maskin' my son a question. Wy did
you do this, Ws?

WES
| didn't do it, Mama.



VIRG NI A
Don't you lie to ne.

Wes | ooks scar ed.

VES
"' m not.

Doug enters the room

DOUG
What's goin' on in here?

VIRG NI A
Stay outta this, Daddy.

Virginia turns her attention back to Wes.

VIRG N A

| want the truth. Wiy did you do this?
LEW S

Wes done told you he didn't do it,

Vi rginia.
VIRG NI A

He's lyin' . (to Wes) You | ook at your
sister. Look how scared she is.

LEW S
You need to cal m down.

VI RG NI A
Did you just tell nme to cal m down?

LEW S
Wes wouldn't do this to his sister.

Lewis calmMy bends down and | ooks in Wes' eyes.

LEW S
Conme here little buddy.

Wes wal ks to his dad.

LEW S
You're not in trouble. It's okay. D d
you maybe do this as a joke to play
wth Katie?

19.
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VES
No, Daddy. | promse. | didn't do it.

VIRG NI A
Conme here, Wes.

Wes reluctantly wal ks over to his Mom Virginia slaps him
across the face.

DOUG
Vi rgini a!

Lews junps to his feet and gets in Virginia's face. He is
furious.

LEW S
Don't you ever hit that boy like that
agai n. You hear ne?

VI RG NI A
O what ?

LEW S
Do it again and you'll dam well find
out, | ady.

They | ock eyes. Virginia breaks the stare, wal ks over to
Katie, picks her up and carries her out of the room Lew s
goes to Wes.

LEW S
Come here.

Lewi s hel ps his son up.

LEW S
Let Daddy see.

Lewi s | ooks at Wes' face.

LEW S
You' re okay, big boy. You're okay.

Lews pulls Wes in for a hug and holds him Doug watches them
and then exits.

EXT. HEATON HOVE - PORCH - DAY

Virginia and Katie are outside on the porch. Virginiais
sitting in a chair and Katie is in her |ap.
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VIRG NI A
What do you renenber about |ast night?

Katie stares at Virginia.

VIRG N A
You didn't see anything or hear
anyt hi ng?
KATI E
No.
VIRG NI A
Not hi n" ?

Kati e shakes her head no. Virginia holds Katie in her arns.
Doug wal ks out on the porch. Virginia ignores him

DOUG
Your husband's upstairs cleanin' up
that room You m ght wanna go help
him M and Katie can hang out here
t oget her.

Doug bends down and opens his arns.

DOUG
Come here to Papa, sweetie pie.

Katie | ooks to her nother for instruction. Virginia nods for
her to go ahead. Katie runs to Doug's arns. He picks her up.
Virginia takes a nonent before getting up and headi ng inside.
Doug stops her.

DOUG
Wes is in his room You m ght wanna
clean up that ness first.

Virginia doesn't ook at him She wal ks inside and sl ans the
door .

| NT. HEATON HOME - WES' S ROOM - DAY

Wes is lying on his bed facing away fromthe door. Virginia
opens the door. He rolls over to see his nom

VIRG NI A
Are you okay?

Wes nods his head yes.



22.

VIRG N A
| don't like to be lied to and nore
inmportantly God doesn't like it.

VES
l"'mnot lyin', Mna.

Virginia doesn't believe him She wal ks out and shuts the
door. He rolls back over.

| NT. HEATON HOME - KATIE S BEDROOM - DAY

Lews is in Katie's roomcleaning up the nmess. Virginia wal ks
in and begins helping him Neither say a word, they just
cl ean.

| NT. HEATON HOME - DI NI NG ROOM - EVENI NG

Lews, Virginia, Wes, Katie and Doug all sit at the table
eating...in silence.

| NT. HEATON HOME - MASTER BEDROOM - NI GHT

Virginia is in her bed reading the Bible. Doug wal ks in. She
doesn't | ook up. He wal ks over to the bed and sits down.

DOUG
Is that the first time sonmethin' |ike
t hat has happened in this house?

VIRG NI A
What are you tal kin' about, Daddy?

DOUG
|"mtal kin" bout what happened in
Katie's room |Is that the first tinme

sonethin' |ike that's happened?
VI RG NI A

No.
DOUG

It's not?
VI RG NI A

It happened in the kitchen too. |

wal ked in to see all the cabinets and
drawers open. Refrigerator door was
open too. Take a guess at who was in
there when | wal ked in and found it

i ke that? Wes.



23.

Doug thinks. Virginia closes the Bible and places it on the
ni ght. She reaches up and turns off the | anp. She turns away
from her dad.

VIRG NI A
Good ni ght, Daddy.

DOUG
Virginia, we worship an all mghty
God, but I hope | don't need to rem nd
you how real the devil is. He can
creep in and attack when our defenses
are down and you and Lewis ain't gotta
home church right now. You're lettin
negati ve thoughts and feelin's live in
your heart. You need to forgive your
husband. Your fam |y cones
first...ahead of your anger, ahead of
your pai n.

No response.

DOUG
Goodni ght, Doobl e Bug.

Doug wal ks out and shuts the door. Virginia lies there
t hi nki ng.

| NT. HEATON HOME - LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Lewws lies on the couch trying to sleep. Doug wal ks in and
sits in the chair.

DOUG
| feel bad that |1've kicked you outta
t he guest room

LEW S
It's alright. | actually don't m nd
sl eepin’ on the couch. It's pretty
confortable.

DOUG
| bet it ain't as confortable as your
own bed.

LEW S

At the nonent, it's a lot nore
confortabl e.



DOUG
| wsh Virginia was bein' nore
supportive of you right now

LEW S
Well, neither of us have been doin' a
real good of job supportin' the other.

DOUG
Wiy'd you do it, Lew s?

LEW S
Do you even have to ask that?

Doug stares at him waiting.

LEW S
| was stupid.

DOUG
That's not a good enough.

LEW S
Vell, it's all | got.

DOUG
There was no guarantee that guy was
gonna keep his nmouth shut. You put
your entire famly at risk, Lew s.
Your career, your mnistry, all of it,
you put it at risk.

LEW S
| don't know what you want ne to say,
Doug.

DOUG

| don't want to you to say anything. |
want you to listen and | want you to
learn. | know right now you're tellin’
yoursel f that you're gonna change and
that you'll never do it again, but

t hose tendencies are eventual ly gonna
start itchin' again and you'll scratch
"em Wen you do, you play safe,
Lews...wth soneone who has just as
much to | ose as you do.

Lew s | ets what Doug said sink in.



DOUG

(qui et)
| know |'ve been outta the loop for a
good long while. Sick wife, funeral,
grief, sellin" a house, you know what
|'ve been through this |ast year...but
|"m here now. |'mavailable...and |'ve
certainly got a lot to |ose.

Beat .

LEW S
We agreed that were not doin' that
again. There's no need to tal k about
this.

Doug nods in agreenent.

DOUG
| like knowin' you're married to ny
daughter and that you're the father of
my grandchildren. That keeps you in ny
life. Just be smarter next tinme.

Doug stares at Lew s.
Si | ence.
DOUG
You want ne to go to bed or...do you
want nme to stay down here with you a
little longer...and be real quiet?

Doug waits for an answer.

LEW S
Go to bed, Doug.
DOUG
You sure?
Lewi s t hi nks.
LEW S
Go to bed.
Doug nods.
DOUG

|"mhere if you need ne.

Doug gets up and exits.
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| NT. HEATON HOME - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Lewis is asleep on the couch. He begins to wake up, blinking
his eyes as he | ooks at the sun spilling in through the
wi ndow.

| NT. HEATON HOME - WES'S ROOM - DAY
Lewi s peeks in on Ws sleeping in his bed. Lewis smles.
| NT. HEATON HOVE - KATIE S BEDROOM - DAY

Lew s opens the door to see Katie's roomin a nmess. Al the
drawers are open again. Her clothes fromthose drawers are in
a pile on the floor. The closet door is open. The chair is
upsi de down. Katie's bed is enpty. Lewi s pani cs.

LEW S
Kati e?

Lewis rushes to the closet. She's not in there. Lewis hears
her whi sper. ..

KATI E
Daddy?

Lews finds Katie curled up in a corner trenbling. He scoops
her up in his arns and sits on the bed hol ding her.

LEW S
Ch thank you God. What happened, baby?

KATI E
| ' m scar ed.

LEW S
VWy? Tell me what happened.

KATI E
Sonmethin' was in nmy room

LEW S
VWhat was it?

KATI E
| don't know. |t scratched ne.

Lew s pulls back from holding her so tightly to exam ne her
body. She has scratches on her thigh and is bleeding. Lew s
pull's her close to himagain and holds her tight. He stands
up and wal ks out of the room
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| NT. HEATON HOME - MASTER BEDROCOM - DAY

Virginia is working on her sewi ng project, when Lewi s wal ks
in holding Katie in his arnms. Virginia | ooks up.

VIRG N A
What's wrong?

| NT. HEATON HOME - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Katie is lying on the couch | ooking up at the ceiling. Ws is
sitting on the couch with her eating a BANANA. He kicks his
feet as they dangle off the couch. He | ooks over at Katie. He
then I ooks up to try to figure out what she is | ooking at.

VES

What're you | ookin' at?
KATI E

The roof.
VES

That's the ceilin'.
He extends the banana toward her.

WES
Wanna bite?

Kati e shakes her head no.

VES
Are you sure? You should take a bite.
Bananas nmake you strong. Feel.

Wes flexes his nuscle. Katie sits up on her el bows and feels
it. She lies back down.

VES
Pretty strong, huh?

Kati e nods her head yes. Ws extends the banana agai n.

WES
Take a bite.

Katie sits back up on her el bows and takes a bite. She lies
back down, chews and swall ows. Ws wat ches her.

VES
Did it nmake you nore strong?
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Kati e shrugs her shoul ders.

WES
Let me feel.

Katie sits up and flexes her nuscle. Ws feels.

VES
Ww. ..l think you're nore strong than
ne.

Katie smles and |lies back down. Wes continues to eat the
banana.

VES
| "' m gonna have to eat a | ot of bananas
to catch up with you

Katie sml es.
| NT. HEATON HOVE - DI NI NG ROOM - DAY

Doug, Lewis and Virginia sit at the dining roomtable.
Virginia and Lewis both have their heads down thinking. Lew s
finally | ooks up and over at Virginia. He then | ooks over to
Doug.

LEW S
Am | really understandin' what you're
sayin'? You think a denon attacked ny

little girl?
DOUG

What do you think it was, Lew s?
LEW S

| don't know, but, | nmean, it's a

little hard to believe it's a denon.

DOUG
Why? You believe in God, don't you?

LEW S
O course | believe in God.

DOUG
Well if you believe in God, why is it
so hard for you to believe in the
devi | ?
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LEW S
| do believe in the devil, but | don't
understand why all of a sudden a denon
woul d start attackin' ny daughter.

Virginia lifts her head.

VI RG NI A
You don't?

Si | ence.

LEW S
Oh, | see. It's ny fault.

DOUG
It's no one's fault. Al we can do is
turn to God at this point. It's our
only option and things gotta get
better in this house between the two
of you. You're married. You need to
start actin' like it.

Virginia and Lewis glare at one anot her.
| NT. HEATON HOME - KATIE S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Katie is watching Lewis nake a pallet on the floor beside her
bed. Virginia wal ks in.

VI RG NI A
What are you doin'?
LEW S
VWhat does it look like I'"mdoin'?
VI RG NI A
| don't like this.
LEW S
| don't care. If there's sonthin
botherin' ny little girl, it's gonna

have to get through ne first.
Wes runs in.
VEES

Daddy, can | sleep in here with you
toni ght ?



30.

VI RG NI A
No.

LEW S
Yes.

Virginia is shocked that he went against her again. Lew s
pi cks Wes up and sets himdown on Katie's bed. He kneels so
he is eye level with the kids.

LEW S
Now you guys listen up. W have
absolutely nothin' to be afraid of.
You wanna know why? We serve God. You
can't ever forget that. No matter
what. Your whole |life, remenber that.
W' re al ways protected, 'cause nothin'
is nmore powerful than God. Nothin'.
Now, we're gonna have a slunber party
in here tonight, but it ain't cause
we're scared. It's cause we just wanna
have fun, right?

VES
Ri ght .

Kati e nods her head yes. Virginia wal ks out of the room

LEW S
Ckay. Well, before any slunberin' can
get done, we gotta pray. On the front
line, troops.

Wes and Katie clinb down off the bed and get on their knees
next to their dad and get ready to pray.

| NT. HEATON HOME - KI TCHEN - MORNI NG

Virginia is in the kitchen making breakfast. Lewi s wal ks in.
He grabs a cup fromthe cabinet and pours sone coffee.

VI RG NI A
Anyt hi ng happen | ast night?
LEW S
Nope.
VI RG NI A

| don't like you sleepin' with the
ki ds.
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LEW S
Get over it.

Lewi s goes to wal k out.

VIRG NI A
Lews, stop. | don't feel like I'm
gettin' a say in ny own hone. | want

ny children to be dependent on God. |
want themto know that it's God who
protects them not you.

LEW S
| agree with you, Virginia. Does that
surprise you? I want OUR kids to

depend on God and they will, but
they' re al so gonna know their daddy
here on earth loves "em | don't see

any problemwth that. If you do..
Lew s shrugs.

LEW S
...nothin" | can do 'bout that.

Lewis exits.
| NT. HEATON HOVE - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Virginia is sitting in a chair reading the Bible. Ws and
Katie conme running down stairs and head for the front door.

VI RG NI A
Were you two headed?

VES
Qutside to play.

VI RG NI A
Do you think that's a good idea?

The kids don't know how to answer Virginia s question.
VIRG NI A
Di d anyt hing happen to you | ast night,
Kati e?

Kati e shakes her head no.

VI RG NI A
Way do you think that is?
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VES
Cause Daddy was in there with us.

Virginia snaps her fingers and then points at Wes.

VIRG N A
| wasn't speakin' to you. (beat)
Katie...why do you think nothin
happened to you | ast night?

Katie is nervous to answer her question.

VIRG NI A
It's okay, sweetheart. You can answer
me honestly. Was it because Daddy
stayed in the roomw th you?

Kati e nods her head yes.

VIRG NI A
| see. Did you pray at all?

Kati e nods her head yes.

VIRG NI A
Well, if you prayed, why don't you
think it was God who protected you?

Kati e shrugs her shoul ders.

VIRG N A
Come here.

Katie wal ks over to her nom Virginia picks her up and puts
her in her | ap.

Virginia |l ooks at Wes.

VI RG NI A
You can go outside and pl ay.

WES
Can Katie cone?

VI RG NI A
Not right now. W need to pray.

VES
Can | pray with you?



VIRG N A
No. This is sonethin' Katie needs to
do on her own.

VES
Ckay.

VIRG NI A
Go pl ay.

Wes ki sses Katie on the head.

VES
Love you.

KATI E
Love you too.

Wes wal ks out si de.
VI RG NI A

What do you think happened to you the
ot her night? What scratched you?

KATI E
A nonster.
VI RA NI A
Monsters aren't real
KATI E
This one is.
VI RA NI A
You renenber Daddy preachin' about

denons?
Kati e nods her head yes.

VIRG NI A
Well, that's what we think attacked
you. Sonetinmes God lets the devil test
the faith of very special Christians.
Li ke Job, for instance. You renenber
the story of Job?

Kati e shakes her head no.
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VIRG NI A
Yes you do, sweetheart. Renenber, he
was the man who had great faith in God
and the devil wanted to test that
faith. So God allowed it. Renenber?

Kati e nods her head yes as she fidgets with her dress.

VIRG NI A
| think that's what God's doin' now,
because has a great plan for your
life. He's preparin' you for that.
See, | think God wants to spend nore
time with you, sweetheart. | think
that's why He Il et the devil send the
denon. He wants you to pray. Prayer is
t he foundation you're gonna need to
stand on to fight against the evils of
this world. Prayer is what kept that
denon away fromyou |l ast night. |
truly believe that. | also believe
that's what's gonna keep that denon
away forever. You have to pray hard,
t hough. Luke 22:44 says "And being in
agony Jesus prayed nore earnestly; and
H's sweat was as it were great drops
of blood falling dowmn to the ground."”
Jesus knew what was to come and knew
the only way He was going to be able
to bear that cross was through the
strength of being in one on one prayer
with God. That's what God wants of
you. (beat) Now listen, you can go
outside and play with your brother or
you can stay inside and pray. |I'm
gonna pray, because | don't ever want
t hat denon to come back, but this is
your choice to nake. So what do you
wanna do? Play or pray?

Katie | ooks up at her nom
| NT. HEATON HOVE - MASTER BEDROOM - DAY

Virginia and Katie are on their knees praying silently. Wes
wal ks to the doorway and see's them He quietly creeps in and
kneel s down beside his sister. He places a hand on her back
and begins praying. Virginia |ooks over at himand then
resunes praying.
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| NT. HEATON HOVE - KATIE S BEDROOM - NI GHT
Lews is tucking Katie into her bed.

LEW S
Are you sure, baby?

Kati e nods her head yes.
LEW S

You don't have to be brave for nobody.
You won't get in trouble if you say

you're scared. | prom se. You want
Daddy to sleep in here on the floor
t oni ght ?

Kati e nods her head no.

KATI E
| prayed.

LEW S
kay. |If you get scared or need ne for
anything at all, you cone get ne.
Ckay?

KATI E
kay.

Lewi s brushes the hair out of her face. He bends over and
ki sses her on the forehead. He turns off her lanp and wal ks
out of the room

| NT. HEATON HOME - MASTER BEDROOM - NI GHT

Virginia is picking her Bible up off the side table. Lew s
wal ks in.

LEW S
| see you got your way.

VIRG N A
| don't know what you're talkin
about .

LEW S
Katie's sleepin' all by herself
toni ght. Congratul ati ons.

VI RG NI A
So?



LEW S
She's bein' brave for you.

VIRG NI A
No. She's buildin" her house on the
rock like the scripture teaches us
too. I'mnot gonna | eave her al one,
Lews. I'"mgonna be sittin" in a chair
outside that girls roomand prayin
over her all night |ong.

LEW S
Real | y? Hmm Sounds to ne |ike you
don't even have the faith you're
tryin' to force on our little girl.

They | ock eyes.

LEW S
you what, Virginia, I'lIl doit.

tell
Il sit in the chair.

I

I 1
VIRG NI A

Ch no, you won't. You already got to

play the big hero. Wiy don't you | et

God have the glory tonight? Take the
bed if you want it.

Vi rginia wal ks out.

EXT. HEATON HOMVE - N GHT

The moon hangs high and bright in the clear sky.

| NT. HEATON HOME - WES'S ROOM - NI GHT
Wes sl eeps peacefully in his bed.

| NT. HEATON HOME - KATIE' S ROOM - NI GHT
Katie sl eeps peacefully in her bed.

| NT. HEATON HOME - HALLWAY - NI GHT

Virginia appears to have dozed off in the chair.
| eans back against the wall and her eyes cl osed.

Doug qui etly opens the guest bedroom door and notices

Virginia is resting.

Her

head

36.
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| NT. HEATON HOME - LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Doug quietly creeps down the stairs heading for the kitchen.
He notices Lewis sitting on the sofa awake. The noonli ght
shines on his face.

DOUG
Lew s?

LEW S
Everything ok with Katie?

DOUG
Everything's fine. | just checked in
on her. She's sleepin' peacefully. Are
you okay?

LEW S

Where's Virginia?

DOUG
She's asleep in the chair.

LEW S
Then | need to go up there.

DOUG
| just told you I checked on her.
She's perfectly fine. If anything
happens, Virginia will hear it and
wake up.

LEW S
What are you doin' up?

DOUG
| was thirsty. Cane to a get a gl ass
of water and | see you sittin' here in
the dark. Wat's on your m nd?

No response.

DOUG
Lewi s, | understand what you're goin'
t hrough better 'an anyone else in your
life. Let it out.

BEAT.

LEW S
[''mthinkin' 'bout WIIlie.
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Doug | ooks at hi m confused.

LEW S
You mghta nmet himat mne and
Virginia s weddin'.

DOUG
Your friend from school ?

Lewi s gives Doug a know ng | ook.

DOUG
Oh. | take it he was nore than a
friend?

Lewi s nods hi s head.

DOUG
k. Way're you thinkin' about hinf

LEW S
| think about himall the tine.

DOUG
s that right?

LEW S
Mrhm

Lew s thinks before speaking.

LEW S
He begged ne not to marry Virginia. |
told himl had to. | told himI| wanted
to be a preacher and have ki ds.
wanted a normal life. He told ne if |
ever changed ny mnd, he'd be there.
That's the last thing he ever said to

me. | ain't seen himsince.

DOUG
You | ove hinf

LEW S
Wth all ny heart...but | also |ove
God. | love Jesus Christ. |'ve | oved
tellin people about the gospels and
how Jesus died for our sins. |'ve
| oved every mnute of it, Doug. | just

wi shed | coul d' ve done it with him by



nmy side. | know ny church famly
thinks 1"'mgoin'" to hell. | know
everybody thinks |I'm bein" punished
for what | did and naybe I am but
maybe and |'mjust sayin
maybe. .. maybe The Lord ain't punishin
me for lovin' another nman. Maybe He's
puni shin' me for not |ovin'
nmyself...for not bein" who He created
me to be. Maybe. That could be a
possibility.

Si | ence.
LEW S

Has there ever been anyone special in
your life? | nean, besides Virginias

nmonf?

DOUG
You nean a nman?

LEW S
Yeabh.

DOUG
Oh yeah

LEW S

You can tal k about himif you want.
Doug | ooks directly into Lew s' eyes.

DOUG
| don't think he'd like it if | did.

Ankward sil ence.

LEW S
| love Virginia.

DOUG
You don't have to expl ain.

LEW S
It's just not in the way |I'm supposed
to.

DOUG
| know all to well how you feel.

Both men are lost in their thoughts.
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LEW S
You should go to bed, Doug.

Doug doesn't want the nonent to end.

DOUG
You sure you're okay?

LEW S
Yeah, |I'mfine.

DOUG
It was good talkin' to you

LEW S
Yeah, it was nice. Thanks for
listenin'.

DOUG
Anytinme. CGoodni ght, Lew s.

LEW S
Goodni ght .

Doug wal ks back up stairs.
| NT. HEATON HOVE - UPSTAI RS HALLWAY - NI GHT

Doug creeps back up the stairs. He notices the chair Virginia
was sitting inis enpty. He wonders where she is. He's
nervous. He wal ks towards the door to Katie's room He's
about to open it when...

VI RG NI A
What are you doin', Daddy?

This startles Doug. He turns to see Virginia standing at the
top of the staircase holding a GLASS of water.

DOUG
Doodl e Bug, you scared ne.
VIRG N A
What's got you so antsy?
DOUG
Antsy? Nothin'. Just havin' a little
trouble sleepin'. That's all. |I'm

goin' back to bed, unless you want ne
to sit up with Katie?

Vi rgi nia shakes her head no.
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VIRG NI A
No, that's ok. | wanna do it. | just
needed to go get nme a glass of water.

Virginia takes a sip. It's refreshing.

DOUG
You al right?

VI RG NI A
O course. Wiy wouldn't | be?

Doug wonders if she heard any of his conversation with Lew s.

DOUG
Alright. Wll, good night.

VIRG NI A
Goodni ght, Daddy. Sleep tight.

Doug wal ks back into the guest room She smles at himas he
cl oses the door.

| NT. HEATON HOME - LI VI NG ROOM - EARLY MORNI NG

Lews lies on the couch wi de awake. The sun begins to rise.
Virginia comes down stairs

LEW S
| take it there were no problens |ast
ni ght ?

VI RG NI A
(softer)
None. She prayed and God heard her
prayers.

LEW S
Thank God.

VIRG NI A
You don't | ook Iike you got nuch sl eep
at all.

LEW S
| was up all night.

VIRG NI A
Thank you for lettin' her depend on
God. | know that wasn't easy for you
to do.
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Virginia starts to exit.

LEW S
Virginia...l spent nost of the night
prayin' for Katie, but the Lord laid
sone other things on ny heart. There's
alot I need to work through, we need
to work through and I know this won't

hel p much, but...l'msorry for what
|"ve done to you. | humliated you and
our famly and | want you to know. .. |
am sorry.

Virginia tenderly smles.

VIRG NI A
That hel ps nore than you know. Woul d
you like ne to nake you sone breakf ast
before you head out to work?

Lews is alittle surprised.

LEW S
|'d | ove that.

Virginia exits to the kitchen. Lewis takes in what just
happened. He smles and then gets up and goes upstairs.

| NT. HEATON HOME - KATIE S BEDROOM - MORNI NG

SLONMOTION: Katie is lying in bed sleeping peacefully. Lew s
bends down and ki sses her on the forehead.

| NT. HEATON HOME - WES' S BEDROOM - MORNI NG

SLOWMOTION: Wes is sleeping in his bed. Lewi s bends down and
ki sses Wes on the forehead.

| NT. HEATON HOME - BATHROOM - MORNI NG

SLOWMOTION: Lewis is taking a shower. He has his head bowed
as the water hits his head. He lifts his head and the water
beats down on his face. He sniles.

| NT. HEATON HOME - DI NI NG ROOM - MORNI NG

Lewis enters the dining roomto find a plate of breakfast
waiting on him Doug is already sitting at the table eating.

LEW S
Good nornin'.
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DOUG
Morni n' .

Lews sits down and begins to eat.

LEW S
Did Virginia tell you that Katie slept
t hrough the night?

DOUG
She di d.

LEW S
Prai se God, right?

Doug's mnd is el sewhere.

DOUG
Lew s, when | went back upstairs | ast
ni ght after our conversation, Virginia
wasn't sittin' outside of Katie's
room

LEW S
Where was she?

DOUG
Comin' up the stairs behind ne. She'd
been in the kitchen gettin' a glass of
wat er .

Lewi s freezes.

DOUG
| don't know if she heard anything or
not .

They eat in silence, both wondering what Virginia may have
hear d.

| NT. HEATON HOME - LI VING ROOM - LATER THAT DAY

Virginiais sitting in the chair reading the Bible. Doug
conmes down stairs and see's his bag all packed at the bottom
of the stair case.

DOUG
What's this, Virginia?
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VIRG NI A
It's your bag...all packed and ready
for you to take it hone.

DOUG
| didn't know | was headed hone?

VI RG NI A
| think it's tinme, Daddy. |I'd say
you' ve had a good visit. Wuldn't you?

DOUG
| have had a great visit. | don't
think it's a good idea for ne to | eave
just yet, though.

VIRG NI A
Wiy is that?

DOUG
What do you nean? There's sonethin
very wong goin' on in this house.

Virginia closes her Bible and sets it on the table beside the
chair.

VIRG NI A
There is. You're right about that and
" mglad you brought it up. You know,
| thought | understood why that denon
was in ny house. In ny human error
t hought | had CGod all figured out. The
flesh side of us likes to think it
under stands what's goin' on with the
spiritual side, doesn't it? | was
sittin'" in that chair |ast night
prayin' and readin' the Bible and just
bein' in the presence of the Lord. He
brought a lot of scriptures to ny mnd
that 1've paid absolutely no attention
to in the past. |I'mnot sure why, but
the scriptures just never spoke to
me...they do now. Can | share "emwth
you?

DOUG
Sur e.



Virginia

Vi rginia'

VIRG N A
"The Lord is long sufferin', and of
great nercy, forgivin' iniquity and
transgression, and by no neans
clearing the guilty, visitin' the
iniquity of the fathers upon the
children unto the third and fourth
generation.” Nunbers chapter 14 verse
18. "For | the Lord thy God am a
jealous God, visitin' the iniquity of
the fathers upon the children.” Exodus
Chapter 20 verse 5.

DOUG
| understand what you're sayin',
Vi rginia.

VI RG NI A
You do?

DOUG
Yeah, but I'mtellin you, you'l
never be able to fix your marriage as
| ong as you bl ane everything that's
happenin' to Katie on what Lew s did.

VI RG NI A
Not just what Lew s did.

| ooks at her father with a cold stare.

VI RG NI A
You and this denon seenmed to show up
at the exact sane tine. That's
interestin' to ne, but the Lord does
work in mysterious ways. "For there is
not hin' covered that wll not be
reveal ed, and hidden that will not be
known. " Matthew chapter 10 verse 26

s stare cuts right through Doug.

VIRG NI A
Katie is goin' through sonethin' no
child should have to go through
because she's been |l et down by people
who were supposed to protect her.

Doug stands in shock.
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VIRG NI A
You're goin' hone, Daddy.
DOUG
Virginia, listen..
VIRG NI A

Did Mama know?
Beat .
DOUG

Yes. It's sonethin' we tried to work
t hrough our entire marriage. It was

awful ...for both of us...and it's a
guilt 1"l carry with me for the rest
of ny life.

VIRG NI A

| certainly hope you' re not expectin
synpat hy from ne.

DOUG
" m not .
VIRG NI A
(calmy)
Good. Cet out.
DOUG
Can | please say bye to the kids?
VIRG NI A
No.
DOUG
Now, Virginia, that don't seemfair
VIRG NI A
That's not a card you wanna play with

me, Daddy.

Doug sl oWy bends down and picks up his bag. He takes a
nmoment before wal king to the front door.

VIRG NI A
| don't think it'd be a good idea for
you to stop at the tire shop to talk
to Lewis. There's no need for himto
know about this conversation.

46.
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Hopefully I'm not askin' too much of
you to keep your distance from ny
husband. I'mputtin' ny famly back
together. It's what's best for the
kids and I think we all want that,
don't we?

Doug stands at the door frozen.

VI RG NI A
You can go now.

DOUG
"' msorry.

Virginia stares at her father and the | ook on her face tells
Doug all the danage is done. He wal ks out the door. Virginia
resunes readi ng her Bible.

| NT. HEATON HOME - DI NI NG ROOM - EVENI NG

Virginia, Wes and Katie are setting the table for dinner.
They hear the door open.

VIRG NI A
Daddy' s honme. Go get him

Katie and Ws take off to go greet their dad. Virginia
continues to set the table. Lewis wal ks in the dining room
carrying Katie in his arns and hol ding Wes' hand.

LEW S
| got attacked by two little
munchki ns.
VIRG NI A
You don't | ook too disappointed by it.
LEW S
Snel | s good.
VIRG NI A
You ready to eat?
LEW S
Starvin'.
VIRG NI A

Cone sit down kids. Let's eat dinner.
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Lew s sets Katie down. She and Wes run and get in their
chairs at the table. Virginia begins to make their plates.
Lew s sits.

LEW S
Where's Doug?

VI RG NI A
He went hone.

Lewis is surprised, but hides it

LEW S
Oh, okay. How was your day?

VIRG NI A
It was really good. Thank you for
askin'. How was yours?

LEW S
It was good.

Virginia continues to put food on the kids plates. Lew s
wat ches and sm | es.

| NT. HEATON HOME - LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Virginiais sitting in the chair in the living room Lew s
comes down stairs. He picks up the covers he uses to nmake his
bed.

VI RG N A
Lew s?

Virginia startles him

LEW S
You scared ne to death.

VIRG NI A
|"msorry. | thought you knew I was
sittin' here.

LEW S
| do now

VI RA NI A
How was Kati e?
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LEW S
Peaceful . | was gonna make a pallet
out si de her room toni ght since you
stayed up with her last night.

VIRG NI A
| honestly don't think that's gonna be
necessary. | think God's watchin' over

her.
Virginia gets up fromthe chair and wal ks closer to Lew s.
She reaches out and touches his face. She slowy leans in and
tenderly kisses his |ips.

They sweetly stare into one another's eyes.

VIRG NI A
(tenderly)
Lew s...are you a honosexual ?
Lewis' eyes begin to fill with tears.
LEW S

| don't wanna be.
She gives an understanding smle.

VIRG NI A
| believe God brought us together for
a reason. He gave us our kids. Are you
grateful for thenf

LEW S
Yes. Absolutely. | wouldn't change
t hat for anyt hing.

VIRG NI A
Then that neans you woul dn't change
marryin' ne.

Lewis's eyes shift to the floor.

VIRG N A
Look at ne.

Lewi s | ooks at Virginia.
Virginia unties her robe and slips it off. She stands in

front of himconpletely nude, vul nerable. She takes his hand
and places it on her breast.
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VIRG NI A
That feels good, doesn't it? It does
to me.

Lewi s cl oses his eyes.

VI RG NI A
Open your eyes.

Lewi s opens his eyes.

VIRG NI A
| believe that 'what therefore God
hat h joi ned together, let not man put
asunder', Mark chapter 10, verse 9.
Lewis, will you try and let nme be the

one to fulfill you, to please you? For
our marriage? For our famly? WII you
try?

Lewi s nods his head yes. Virginia wi pes the tears fromhis
face and then begins taking off all of Lewis' clothes. It's
tender and sweet how she undresses him They stand conpletely
nude in front of each other. She waps her arns around him
and presses her body to his. She | ooks up to himand they
begin to kiss, tenderly at first and then it grows

passi onat e.

| NT. HEATON HOME - MASTER BEDRCOM - DAY

Virginia is changing the sheets on the bed. She hears Ws
conme out of his roomand begin to run down the hallway. She
calls out for him

VI RA NI A
Wes. ..

Wes stops and goes to his nomis bedroom He appears in the
door way.

VES
Did you call nme, Mam?

VI RG NI A
| did.

Virginia sits on the bed.

VIRG N A
Come sit with ne a m nute.

Wes hops up on the bed.



VIRG NI A
Were were you runnin' off to?
VES
| was gonna go outside with ny sister.
VIRG NI A
She's prayin'.
VES
| know.
VIRG NI A

| don't think you understand what's
happenin' to your sister.

VES
Yes | do. That's why | pray with her.
The Bi bl e says that when two peopl e or
nore than two people are gathered
prayin', God is there with them It's
in the book of Matthew.

Virginia is surprised at Ws's know edge of the Wrd.

VIRG NI A
You're growin' up so fast.

Wes sm | es.

VIRG N A
That scares ne.

Wes's smil e fades.

VES
Why ?

VIRG NI A
Because right now you're an innocent
l[ittle boy. | wish you could stay that
way forever, but you're gonna grow up
to be a man, just like your father.

Wes i s confused.

VIRG NI A
Your body is gonna start to change,
Wes. You're gonna have these urges
that you wll give into and you'l
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hurt everyone who | oves you when you
do. So |I'm beggin' you, please |eave
your sister al one.

Wes stares down at the floor.

VIRG NI A
Go play and have fun. That's what you
real ly wanna do anyway. Right, little
man?
VES
(whi spers)
"' ma boy.

VI RG N A
For now.

Virginia smles at him

VI RG NI A
Mana needs to get back to her chores.

Virginia gets up and resunes changi ng the sheets.

As Wes exits the room he stops in the doorway and turns to
Vi rginia.

WES
Mama

Virginia | ooks at Wes.

VES
| |love you.

Virginia smles swetly at Wes.

VI RG NI A
| know you do, sweetheart.

Virginia turns her attention back to her chores.
Wes wal ks out .
| NT. HEATON HOVE - WES' S ROOM - DAY

Wes wal ks into his room and cl oses the door. He rests his
f orehead agai nst the door, staring down at the floor.
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VES
(whi spers)
"' ma boy.
| NT. HEATON HOMVE - MASTER BEDROOM - NI GHT

Lews is on top of Virginia making |ove to her. She just
stares at the ceiling. Lewis eventually stops.

LEW S
l"msorry...lI"mjust tired, | think.

VIRG NI A
It's okay. Let's just get sone sl eep.

LEW S
| can try again.

VIRG NI A
It's okay, Lew s.

Lewis rolls off of Virginia.
LEW S
(whi spers)
"' msorry.
Si | ence.

| NT. HEATON HOME - KATIE S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Katie kneels on her bed with her arns, hands w de open,
ext ended towards the heavens.

Wes is standing with his hands extended out touching a corner
of the room

VES
Lord, | pray that you watch over this
room | pray that you bless this

corner and this corner..

Wes wal ks to every corner of the room sliding his hand al ong
the walls as he does.

VES
and this corner and this corner.
Pl ease put an angel in all the corners
so that they can watch over ny sister
and keep her safe.
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KATI E
And put an angel in the closet too.

WES
And under the bed.

Wes wal ks to the bed and places his hands on one of Katie's
ext ended arns.

VES
Lord, we are praying for this
together. We believe in you and we ask
you to not |let anything ever hurt ny
sister again. In Jesus nane we pray.

VEES AND KATI E
ANMEenN.

They stare into one another's eyes. Ws extends and opens his
arms towards Katie, inviting her in for a hug. She snuggles
into her brother's enbrace. He squeezes her tight.

| NT. HEATON HOVE - HALLWAY - NI GHT

Wes | eaves Katie's room quietly closing the door. He is
startled to see Virginia sitting at the top of the staircase
facing down the stairs.

WES
Mama?

Virginia turns to see Wes standing outside of Katie's room

VIRG NI A
What were you doin' in Katie's roonf
VES
W were prayin' so she would be safe
tonight. I'msorry.

Wes bows his head to the floor waiting for Virginia s anger,
but instead she turns back around facing away from Ws. Ws
cautiously wal ks to his bedroom

VI RA NI A
Wes.

Wes stops and faces Virginia.

VI RG NI A
| don't believe God | oves ne.
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Virginia turns to look directly at Wes.

VIRG NI A
| don't believe I"'mworthy to be
| oved. However, | do believe | can
serve H's will, H's cause...by raisin

a Godly daughter that He can use to
advance his kingdom | wll prepare
her for Hs will by show ng her that
He is the only one to trust and by
armng her with the ability to protect
hersel f from what ever or whoever harns
her.

Virginia turns to stare back down the stairs.

Wes wal ks over and waps his arns around his nomis neck and
hugs her.

Virginia is caught off guard by his enbrace.
Wes hugs her tight.
VES
God | oves you, Mama. CGod | oves
ever ybody.

Virginia closes her eyes and takes a deep breath.

Wes tenderly kisses Virginia on the head and then wal ks in
his room and cl oses the door.

Virginia gasps for air, as if she is shocked at the tears
that are filling her eyes and quickly covers her face with
her hands. She holds her breath to fight back agai nst the
enotion. She noves her hands to the sides of her forehead as
she takes breaths to cal mherself.

| NT. TIRE SHOP - LOBBY - DAY
ERIC (20's), thin, cute with dark hair, waits in the | obby.
Lewws wal ks in fromthe garage area.

LEW S
Eric?

ERI C
Yeah?



LEW S
Your car's all ready to roll

ERI C
Cool . Thanks. That didn't take very
| ong.

LEW S

Naw, it was a pretty easy fix.

ERI C
Are you sure | don't owe you anything?

LEW S
Nope. Like | said, it took ne no tine
at all to fix. It's on us today.

ERI C
Us? It looks |ike you're the only one
her e.
LEW S
Yeah, well...then it's on ne today.
ERI C
Thank you.

Lewi s nods and extends the KEYS to Eric. Eric takes them

LEW S
You have a good day.

ERI C
You t o0o0.

Eric begins to walk towards the exit. Hs jeans fit nice.
Lews can't help but notice.

Eric stops and turns back to Lew s.
ERI C
Did you used to be the pastor of that
church off of Meadow Lane?

Lewis i s unconfortabl e.

LEW S
Yes, | did.

ERI C
| thought so. Um..
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Eric slowy reaches down and adjusts hinself in a way that is
sexual | y suggesti ve.

ERI C
...is there a bathroom | can use?

They | ock eyes.

LEW S
Yeah. It's right down the hall.

Lewi s notions with his head.

ERI C
Thanks.

Eri c wal ks down the hall towards the bathroom He stops at
the door and gives Lewis a knowing | ook and sm | e before
goi ng i nsi de.

Lewis is rattl ed.

LEW S
(to hinself)
Don't do this, Lewis. Don't do this.

Lewi s stands there thinking over his choices. He's
struggling. He | ooks over at the bathroom He wal ks down the
hall and stops in front of the bathroom door. He takes a deep
breath and then wal ks i nsi de.

EXT. HEATON HOVE - DAY

Katie is in a swwng and Wes is pushing her. They are | aughing
and having a great tine enjoying the day. Virginia sits on
the porch and watches. She gets up and wal ks towards them

Virginia stands next to Wes and Katie and stares at them The
SW ngi ng stops.

VIRG NI A
You' ve had sone good nights, Katie and
| think that's sonethin' we should be
givin' thanks for. | don't want that
denon to cone back

KATI E
Then don't let it.

Virginia is taken aback.
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VIRG N A
(shaken)
How can | prevent it?

Katie stares at Virginia before turning back to Wes.

KATI E
Push me.

Wes resunes pushing Katie on the sw ng.

Virginia watches themin shock. She turns and storns off
towards the house, wal king fast and steady. She stops in her
tracks and turns back to watch the children playing. She
takes a deep breath to gather her conposure before wal ki ng
calmy back to the house.

| NT. HEATON HOME - KATIE S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Katie is asleep in her bed. Qut of the silence of the night,
there is a scratching on the closet door fromthe inside. The
sound grows a | ouder. Katie wakes up and | ooks toward the
closet. Katie closes her eyes and starts whi spering prayers.
The scratching stops. Katie stops prayi ng, opens her eyes and
| ooks at the closet.

Si | ence.

Al'l of a sudden the door knob twi sts and the cl oset door
cracks open. Katie watches on frozen in terror.

Si | ence.

Katie pulls the covers over her head. She resunes whispering
prayers. There are noises in the roomas she prays. The
noi ses stop. Katie |istens.

Si | ence.

She slowy pulls the covers down to see the room The cl oset
door is wi de open. The drawers of her dresser are open. Her
clothes are in a pile on the floor. She | ooks around the
room She doesn't see anything or hear anything. Until..

The chair in the corner starts slowy noving towards Katie's
bed as if sonething is behind it pushing it. She junps off
her bed and crawls to the corner beside her bed. She puts her
knees up and wraps her arns around them and buries her face.

Si | ence.
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She slowy | ooks up and notices novenent underneath her bed.
She whinpers in fear. Stillness. Al of a sudden sonething
grabs her and pulls her towards the bed.

| NT. HEATON HOVE - WES'S ROOM - NI GHT

Wes jolts awake in his bed as if he had a nightmare. He | ooks
at his door.

| NT. HEATON HOME - KATIE S BEDROOM - N GHT

Wes quietly opens the door to Katie's roomand creeps inside.
He see's the roomis a ness.

VES
(whi sper s)
Katie?
Si | ence.
VES

Katie, where are you?

Behi nd Wes, Katie energes fromthe darkness of her closet and
stands in the doorway.

KATI E
Wes.

Katie startles Ws. He quickly spins around to see her
standi ng there.

VES
Are you okay?

Kati e stares at her brother and nods her head no.
| NT. HEATON HOVE - DI NI NG ROOM - MORNI NG

Lews, Virginia, Wes and Katie sit at the dining roomtable
eating breakfast. They sit in silence. Lewis isn't eating. He
stares at Katie while she pushes her food around on her

pl ate. He | ooks at the cuts and scratches on her body.

LEW S
VWhat are we gonna do?

VI RG NI A
We're gonna continue to pray. That's
all we can do.
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LEW S
Well, that's not workin'. W need to
get sonme of the elders of the church
to come and pray over her or
sonmet hin'.

Virginia |looks at Lews |ike he has to be kidding.

LEW S
What's that | ook supposed to nean?

Virginia doesn't respond.

LEW S
Say what you're thinkin', Virginia.
VIRG NI A
This is not the tine.
LEW S
It damm sure is.
VIRG NI A
Don't use that |anguage in front of
t he ki ds.
LEW S
Say it.
No response.
LEW S
SAY | T!
VIRG NI A
(angry)

What holy Christian would ever, EVER
step foot in this den of iniquity,
Lewi s? None of them woul d! So no,
goin' to the elders is not an option!
Now shut-up and eat your food!

Virginia stops her rant and resunes eating.
Si | ence.
Wes and Katie are being very still and | ooki ng dowmn. They are

afraid to nake a noi se or nake eye contact with their
parents.
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fill Lems' eyes as he watches them Lew s speaks
but does so nmeekly. He doesn't want to rile Virginia
for the kids sake.

LEW S
We could sell the house and nove.

VIRG NI A
Do you think denmons are easily
confused by nmaps?

LEW S
| ' m done.

stands and tosses his napkin on top of his plate. He
over to Wes and ki sses himon the head.

LEW S
| | ove you, big guy.

VES
Love you, Daddy.

goes to Katie. He kneels down beside her.

LEW S
Look at me, baby.

| ooks in Lewi s' eyes.

LEW S
"' mgonna figure sonethin' out, okay?

nods her head yes.

LEW S
| prom se you that.

VI RG N A
(cal my)
No he won't.

| ooks at Virginia who doesn't take her eyes off of her
of food.

turns back to Kati e.

LEW S
| | ove you.
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KATI E
| love you too.

Lewis wal ks out. Virginia notices the kids aren't eating.

VIRG N A
Eat your breakfast.

Wes keeps his head down. Katie, on the other hand, stares
directly at her Mom Virginia feels her |ooking at her, so
she shifts her eyes to neet Katie's stare.

KATI E

(whi spers)
| hate you

Wes | ooks at Katie shocked that she said that. Ws then | ooks
at his Mom Virginia shows no enotion. She goes back to
eating her breakfast. Wes | ooks back down at his plate. Katie
doesn't take her eyes off of Virginia.

EXT. CHURCH - EVEN NG

Hugh stands in front of the Church.

Lews' truck pulls up. He gets out and wal ks to Hugh.

LEW S
Thank you for nmeetin' with me, Brother
Dent on.

HUGH

What can | do for you, Lew s?

LEW S
How i s everybody here at the church?
Everybody doi n" okay?

Hugh isn't interested in small talk.

HUGH
What can | do for you, Lew s?
LEW S
Right...um Well, | have a problem at

home and it's serious and | don't
really know where el se to go.

HUGH
['mlistenin'?

Beat .



LEW S
We think there m ght be a denon
attackin' nmy little girl in her room
at night.

HUGH
A denon?

LEW S
Yes, sir. We've prayed and it keeps
com n' back. | thought nmaybe, you and

sone of the other elders of the church
coul d cone pray over her. Over our
hone.

HUGH
| don't think that's gonna work,
Lew s.

LEW S
Wy not ?

HUGH
That denmon ain't there to hurt Katie.

LEW S
| understand what you're gettin' at,
okay, but it is hurtin" her. W gotta
be able to do sonethin', right?
mean, we serve God, don't we?

HUGH
Yes we do.
LEW S
Then what's your suggestion?
HUGH
You need to | eave.
LEW S
What ?
HUGH

You need to divorce Virginia and | eave
your Ki ds.

LEW S
That ain't an option.
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HUCGH
Then there ain't anything we can do to
hel p. They need to be cl eansed and
they can't be as long as you're there
with them

Lewis is hurt.

HUGH
What you' ve done is an aboni nati on.
You' ve angered God. Who's to say you
won't give into this sin over and over
and over agai n? Deep down, you know
" mright.

Lewis lowers his head in shane.

HUGH
You're in a bad place right now and |
truly believe that as long as you're
under that roof, your little girl is
gonna continue to get attacked.

Awkwar d silence lingers between the two of them
INT. LEWS TRUCK - DAY

Lews is sitting in his truck, which is parked in front of a
body of water such as a large pond or a small |ake. The

w ndow i s down allowi ng the breeze to blowin. He stares

bl ankly at the water. He starts the truck, rolls up the

wi ndow and shifts the gear to drive.

LEW S
God...l failed you, not them Please
don't punish ny kids for what |'ve
done. Watch over them protect them
and keep themsafe. In Jesus holy and
preci ous name | pray. Anen.

Lewis slans his foot down on the gas petal.
| NT. HEATON HOVE - KI TCHEN - EVEN NG

Virginia is cleaning the counters when the phone rings. She
answers it.

VIRG NI A
Hel | 0? Yes, this is she. Ckay. (beat)
How di d that happen? Okay. What do |
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need to do? Uh-huh. Okay. Okay. Thank
you for callin'.

She hangs up the phone w thout show ng any enoti on.
EXT. CEMETERY - DAY

Peopl e are scattering froma funeral. The casket is being
| owered into the ground.

Virginia stands dressed in all bl ack.

Wes stands with his armaround Katie. She waps her arns
around her brothers wai st and buries her face in his side.
hol ds her as they cry.

Hugh wal ks up to Virginia.

HUGH
|"'msorry for your |oss.

VI RG NI A
Thank you.

HUCGH
We'll be by tonight to pray for Katie.
I f you need anythin' before then, you
l et me know. God bl ess you

Hugh wal ks away | eaving Virginia alone with the kids.
| NT. HEATON HOME - KATIE S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Hugh and ot her church el ders are gathered around Katie, who
is in her bed. They are passionately praying over her.

Virginiais sitting in the chair in the corner of the room
wi th her head bowed.

Wes stands in the door way watching. Virginia | ooks up and
sees Wes. She quietly gets up, wal ks over to himand shuts
the door in his face.

| NT. HEATON HOVE - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

There is a loud knock on the front door. Virginia opens the
door to see Doug standing there.

VIRG NI A
| don't wanna see you, Daddy.

Doug stops her from cl osing the door.

He
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| had a right to know about Lew s. You

hear me? | had a right to know he
passed.

VIRG N A
You di d?

DOUG
Yes | did! You not tellin' nme and ne

not gettin' to be at the funeral, that

was a nean thing to do, Virginia. It
was hurtful.

Virginia flies into a rage. She shoves Doug as

can,

causing himto stunbl e back a few steps.

in his face.

VIRG N A
You don't get to lecture ne about
what's hurtful! Not after what you've
done! You should be dead in the dirt
with Lewis! Now you get off ny
property and don't you ever cone back
here again or I'll call the police!

Virginia stornms back inside, slanmm ng the door

it.

Doug doesn't back down.

DOUG
| wanna see the kids, Virginial

No response.

DOUG
| have a right to see the kids!

No response. Doug beats on the door.

DOUG
Vi rginial

Doug rests his head agai nst the door.

DOUG
| know |'ve hurt you. | live with the
regret of how | treated your nother.
have made a nmess of ny life. A

hard as she
She gets right

and | ocki ng
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sel fish, destructive ness and |'ve

wr eaked havoc on those | | ove the
nmost. | prom se you, Virginia, never
once were the actions that | took in
my life ever meant to be malicious or

intentionally hurtful. | tried.
tried to change. | tried to not want
what | wanted. | tried to resist it

all ny life. It would' ve been better
for your Mama if | had wal ked away and
it would have been better for you if
Lew s had never married you.

| NT. HEATON HOME - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Virginia, listening on the other side of the door, begins to
sob.

EXT. HEATON HOVE - PORCH - DAY
Doug waits. No response.
DOUG

| have a right to see those kids,

Virginia and |'m not gonna stop until

you |l et nme see them
He wal ks of f.
| NT. HEATON HOMVE - LIVING ROOM - DAY
Virginia | eans agai nst the door breathing to cal mherself
down. She hears Doug SLAM his truck door and then drive off.

She | ooks to the top of the stairs to see Katie staring down
at her. Katie wal ks off.

| NT. HEATON HOVE - WES' BEDROOM - DAY
Wes is lying in his bed with his back to the door.
Kati e opens the door and wal ks in.

Wes | ooks over his shoulder to see who is in his room His
face is wet with tears. He see's it's Kati e.

VES
Did | hear Papa?

Kati e nods her head yes.
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WES
Did Mama make hi m | eave?

KATI E
Yes.

He |l ays his head back down on the pillow facing away from
her .

Katie wal ks over to her brother and |ays her head on his
shoul der. She whi spers..

KATI E
| m ss Daddy.

V\ES
Me too.

Virginia peaks her head in the room

VI RG NI A
Kati e.

Katie doesn't | ook at her nother.
VIRG NI A
Let's | eave your brother be, okay?
Cone on.
Kati e doesn't budge.
VES
(def eat ed)
Go Kati e.

Katie reluctantly | eaves, wal ki ng past Virginia and then out
of the room

VI RG NI A
Wes, can | get you anything?

Wes doesn't respond. Virginia wal ks out and cl oses the door.
| NT. DI NER - DAY

Doug sits in a booth drinking some tea. He is anxiously
wai ting for someone.

W LLI E SULLI VAN (30's) wal ks in.

Doug see's him He waves to get Wllie' s attention.
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WIllie wal ks over to the booth.

Doug st ands.
W LLI E
Doug?
DOUG
Yes. WIIlie?
W LLI E
Yes sir.
DOUG
Come on now, don't make ne feel even
ol der.
W LLI E
Sorry.
DOUG
Naw, don't worry about it. |I'mjust

teasin' you. Here, cone on, sit down.

They both sit.

DOUG
Thank you for neetin' ne.

WLLIE
No problemat all. How d you find ne,
by the way?

DOUG

Called every WIllie Sullivan and j ust
plain ol Sullivan | could find in the
phone book. Got ahold of a cousin of
yours. They gave ne your nunber.

A wai tress wal ks up.

WAl TRESS
H there.

WLLIE
Hel | o.

WAl TRESS

What can | get you to drink?



WLLIE
Tea'll be great. Thank you.

WAl TRESS
My pl easure. You gentl enmen know what
you want to eat?

DOUG
Not quite yet, young |lady. W may need
a few m nutes.

WAl TRESS
No problem guys. I'lIl go get that tea
for ya. Be right back

DOUG
Thank you.

The waitress | eaves to get the tea.

W LLIE
| renmenber neetin' you at Lewi s and
Virginia s weddin'.

DOUG
Yeah. | renenber talkin' with you for
alittle bit.

W LLIE
Yeah.
DOUG
Yeah.
Anwkwar d pause.
W LLIE
So...you said you had sonme news for
me?
DOUG

| do. Yeah. Um..it isn't easy to tel
you, but | thought it would be better
in person rather than on the phone.

W LLI E
Lewis is dead, isn't he?

DOUG
He is. Did you alreay know?



Wllie starts to break down. He is enbarrassed.

W LLIE
No. Just assuned that's what this was
about. | couldn't think of any other

news you' d be givin' ne.

DOUG
It was a surprise to all of us.

W LLI E
Yeah, | bet. So howd it um..howd
it...

WLLIE
"' m sorry.

DOUG
No, now there's no need to say you're
sorry.

W LLI E
I[t's alittle hard to hear, that's
all .
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The waitress wal ks back with the tea. WIllie quickly w pes

his eyes and tries to nmask his enotion fromthe waitress.

She sets

WAI TRESS
Hear ya go

the tea on the table in front of WIIlie.

WLLIE
Thank you.

WAI TRESS
You' re wel cone, sweetie. Did you
gent| enen deci de what you'll be
havi n' ?

DOUG

W' re gonna need sone tine. You mnd
givin' us a mnute?

WAl TRESS
Not at all. You take as nuch tine as
you need.

DOUG

Thank you.
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VWAl TRESS
You' re wel cone.

The waitress exits.

WLLIE
How d it happen?

DOUG
Car accident. It was just him No
ot her vehicle invol ved.

Wllie starts to cry again.
WLLIE
|"msorry. This news is hittin' ne
pretty hard.

DOUG
| understand. Here.

Doug hands WI1lie a napkin.

W LLI E
Thank you. This is enbarrassin'.
DOUG
Not hin' at all to be enbarrassed
about. So, listen...|l had a

conversation with Lewis pretty
recently. A conversation |I'mthankful
| got to share with him He told ne
about the two of you.

WIllie | ooks shocked.

DOUG
He told ne about the | ast conversation
you two shared.

WLLIE
| don't know what to say...

DOUG
He told nme he thought about that
conversation everyday. He said his
bi ggest regret was lettin' you go.

Wllie feels his enotions start to overtake hi magain. He
allows the tears to flow freely. Doug is also enotional
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DOUG
He said he |oved you, Wllie, wth al
of his heart.

Wl lie breaks down, again. Doug reaches across the table and
pl aces his hand on his arm WIlie quickly jerks away and

| ooks to nmake sure no one is staring at them WIlie did that
wi t hout even t hinki ng.

WLLIE
"' m sorry.

DOUG
It's alright. W gotta be careful. |
understand. I'mnot tellin" you this
to upset you. | just knowthis is
sonmethin' Lewis would ve wanted you to
know.

W LLI E
Thank you...for tellin' ne. You don't
know how nmuch it means to hear it.

DOUG
Oh | think | do.

They sit a nonment coll ecting thensel ves.

DOUG
May | buy you | unch?

W LLI E
You don't have to do that.

DOUG
| know, but 1'd |ike to.

WLLIE
Okay. Yeah. That'd be nice. Thank you.

Doug grabs his MENU and pushes one toward Wllie. He picks it
up.

DOUG
Now, let's take a | ook at these nenus.

EXT. HEATON HOVE - PORCH - EVEN NG

Virginia and Sarah stand on the porch. Virginia holds a
casserol e.



VIRG NI A
Thank you for the casserole. You
didn't have to do that.

SARAH
| wanted to. | don't mnd cookin'. |
enjoy it, actually. It's one of the
fewthings | can control in ny life.
What ingredients | use, how |long |
wanna spend in the kitchen, if | want
pancakes for dinner...all up to ne.

Virginia smles.

VI RG NI A
| can rel ate.

SARAH
| imagi ne you can.

Beat .

SARAH
|'ve m ssed seein' you in church

This is the best thing Sarah could have possibly said to
Vi rginia.

VI RA NI A
You have?

Sarah nods her head yes.

SARAH
W all have.

VIRG NI A
That brings me confort to know.

BEAT.

SARAH
How are the kids doin'?

VI RG NI A
They're m ssin' their Dad.

The nention of Lew s hardens Sarah's face just a little.

74.
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SARAH
God is good. They'll be just fine. |
take it the prayers fromthe el ders
have hel ped Kati e?

VIRG NI A
They have. | think the denon's gone
away.

SARAH

Oh, | think it has too. Praise God.

VI RG NI A
Wul d you like to stay and visit a
whil e? W coul d have sone coffee or
sonme delici ous casserol e?

Virginia extends the casserole playfully and sm | es.

SARAH
That'd be nice. 1'll take a cup of
cof f ee.

VIRG N A
VWll, come onin. | just made a fresh
pot .

SARAH

Wuld it be okay if | stayed out here?

Virginia can tell Sarah is avoiding comng inside. Wwy? Is
she afraid of the denon? Does she think Virginia s house is
unhol y?

SARAH
It's a lovely evenin'. Let's enjoy our
cof fee on the porch.

Virginia nods her head in agreenent, hiding her racing mnd
and thoughts. She sm | es.

VIRG NI A
That's a wonderful idea. 1'll be right
back with our coffee.
Vi rgi nia goes inside.

| NT. HEATON HOME - LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Katie and Wes | ook out the wi ndow to spy Sarah |eaving. She
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spots them and waves goodbye. They wave back. They watch
their nomsmle as she see's Sarah off and then they see her
smle fade.

Virginia wal ks inside holding the CUPS fromthe coffee and
DI SHES fromthe casserole. She is quiet and | ost in deep

t hought. She places the dishes down on a side table by the
front door and just stands there with her back to the kids.

VES
Montf?

SI LENCE

Virginia begins to grow a guttural screamat the top of her
| ungs and then takes off running up the stairs.

Wes is frozen in shock. Katie just watches. They hear a door
SLAM and t hen sil ence.

Wes turns to Katie confused.

KATI E
| know where she went.

| NT. HEATON HOME - HALLWAY - NI GHT

Wes follows Katie up the stairs and down the hallway to her
bedroom They stand right outside her bedroom door.

VES
She's in your roonf

Kati e nods her head yes and then slowy reaches out and turns
t he door knob. The bedroom door slowy opens.

| NT. HEATON HOME - KATIE S BEDROOM - NI GHT

The bedroomis dark. Katie flips a switch that turns on the
bedsi de | anp.

The roomis a ness. Al the drawers are open on the dresser
and the clothes in a pile on the floor. The chair is turned
upsi de down.

Katie steps into the room

VES
Katie, don't go in there.
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Katie ignores himand continues to cautiously walk into the
room

KATI E
Montf?

SI LENCE
Wes begins to slowy follow his sisters |ead.

KATI E
Mom . .

Katie slowy wal ks toward the cl oset door. She reaches out
for the door knob.

WES
Kati e. ..

Katie begins to turn the door knob. The latch clicks. Katie
slowy opens the closet door. Conpl ete darkness.

SI LENCE

KATI E
Mom . .

That same guttural screamroars fromw thin the closet and
Virginia cones charging out of the darkness wearing just a
white ni ght gown and a BURLAP G_LOVE W TH BLADES as fi nger
nails. She | ooks crazed as she claws at Katie, scratching her
across her shoulder and arm Katie screans in pain as she
falls to the ground.

Virginia, in her rage, stands over Katie and begins to
scratch and cl aw at her.

VES
STOP | T!

Wes charges at Virginia and shoves her as hard as he can. She
stops attacking Katie and slowy turns her attention to Wes.
He | ooks horrified to see the ook in his nother's eyes.
She' s unrecogni zabl e to him

WVES
Mom . .

Virginia charges at him grabbing himby his neck and
sl amm ng hi m agai nst the wall.
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She shouts in a grow. ..

VI RG NI A
GET! aQUT! OF TH S!' ROOOOCOOOM

Virginia, still holding himby his throat with her burlap
claw, peels himoff the wall and shoves hi m backwards out of
the room sending himcrashing to the floor in the hallway.

| NT. HEATON HOME - HALLWAY - NI GHT

Wes | ooks at his Mom standing in the door way staring at him
He then | ooks down at Katie on the ground in the room

VES
KATI E!

Virginia slans the door shut.
CLICK. 1t's |ocked.

Wes runs to the door and tries to open it, but can't. He
hears Katie scream ng at the top of her | ungs.

He al so hears Virginia.

VIRG NI A
Pl ease stop! Please stop hurtin' ny
daughter! I'm beggin' you God, please
stop this! Please protect us! In Jesus
name, | beg you

Wes listens as his nomand sister scream He is beating on
the door trying to open it.

WES
Kati e! Katie! Leave her al onel

Al'l of a sudden it goes quiet. Wes |istens, but hears
not hi ng. He beats on the door again.

VES
Katie? Katie, are you in there?

The door flies open and Virginia runs out with Katie in her
arnms. She grabs Wes by his arm and runs down the stairs.

EXT. HEATON HOMVE - N GHT

Virginia and the kids run into the yard. Virginia is out of



breath. She stands | ooking at the house still holding her
ki ds.

Wes stares at his Mom
Kati e, scratched and bl eeding, stares at her nom
Virginia notices.

VI RG NI A
Are y'all okay?

The kids say nothing. They just stare.
| NT. HEATON HOMVE - LIVING ROOM - DAY
Wes and Katie sit on the couch. Virginia is on the phone.

VIRG NI A
| thank you, Brother Denton. \Wat tine
shoul d | expect you here? 6? kay,
that' Il be great. Thank you. God bl ess
you too, Brother. Bye bye.

Virgini a hangs up the phone.
VI RG NI A

The elders will be here this evenin
to pray with you, Katie.

Si | ence.
VIRG NI A
(gentl e)
It's been hard around here lately,
hasn't it? I"'mhopin" it'll all calm
down now. | pray | haven't been too

hard on you. Have |?

KATI E
No, Mommy.

Virginia gets enotional

VI RG NI A
Good. I'mtired. |I'mgonna take a nap.
Y all stay inside. | don't want you

outside while |I'm asl eep. Ckay?

The kids nod their heads yes.
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Virginia smles and then wal ks upstairs.
Kati e and Wes | ook at one anot her.
| NT. HEATON HOVE - LI VI NG ROOM - EVENI NG

Katie and Wes are sitting on the couch. They've changed
cl ot hes.

There is a knock at the door.
Wes gets up and answers it.
It is Hugh and a handful of other el ders.

HUGH
Hello there, Wes. |s your Mama hone?

Wes nods his head yes and lets them cone in.

HUGH
H Katie.

KATI E
Hi .

HUGH

Your Mama tells me you had a rough
ni ght last night. You okay?

Kati e nods her head yes.

Hugh goes to Katie and takes a | ook at the scratches on her
arnms and | egs. He shakes his head.

HUGH
W' re gonna nmeke this stop. You hear
me?

Kati e nods her head yes.

HUGH
Ckay. Where's your Mama?
KATI E
Upstairs.
HUGH
Vi rginial

No response.
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HUCGH
Do you think she'd mnd if | went up
to get her?
Wes shakes his head no. Hugh starts up the stairs.
| NT. HEATON HOVE - MASTER BEDROOM - DAY

Hugh knocks on the door.

HUGH
Virginia? You in there? Virginia?

Hugh knocks agai n.

HUGH
Virginia, |I'mopenin the door, okay?

He cautiously opens the door.

HUGH
Vi rginia?

The door fully opens and Hugh gasps as he steps back and
braces hinsel f against the door frane.

HUGH
Ch ny Lord. ..

Virginia lies in her bed soaked in blood. Deep cuts all over
her body. It's grisly.

| NT. HEATON HOME - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Wes and Katie sit on the couch. Ws's head is bowed and his
hands, folded in his lap, slowy fidget. Katie sits right
next to her brother with her head resting on his shoul der.
She wat ches hi s hands.

Hugh cones down the stairs. He whispers to one of the el ders.
The el der hurries off, presunmably calling the police.

Hugh wal ks to the couch and kneels down in front of Ws and
Kati e.

HUGH
Ki ds...what happened to your nother?

Kati e keeps her head rested on Wes's shoul der with her gaze
still on his fidgeting hands.
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HUCGH
You can tell ne. You don't have to be
scared. \What happened?
Katie, shifting just her eyes, glances at Hugh.

KATI E
(matter-of -factly)
The denon got her

Hugh is taken aback at what he has just heard. He stares at
Katie horrified, shocked, confused.

Katie shifts her eyes back to Wes's fidgeting hands. She
pl aces her tiny hand on his to cal mhim

The screen slowy fades to bl ack.

THE END.



