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August 2022 

 

Our Summer Picnic 

Come run trains on the Freeman RR 

SATURDAY August 20th (rain date 8/21) 

Griffing Avenue at the Tracks 

Riverhead, NY 11901• 631-727-7920  

This Year’s Club 50/50 Raffle 

Long Island Garden Railroad Society’s  ANNUAL HOLIDAY SUPER 50/50 

Raffle. $5.00 each. Limited to 500 Tickets 

If you need more *ckets please contact George at glstama1@earthlink.net  

Drawing at our November MEETING 

You’ve got to be in it to win it! 

Don’t Forget 

We also have another scheduled fun run date at the RMLI Riverhead  

Saturday, Sept. 10 (rain date 9/11) 

Priority running will be again be given to those members who do not have home layouts. 

A few photos from last month’s fun run. We enjoyed si4ng in the shade under the canopy on the 

new cement pa*o. The RMLI crew surprised us with lunch. A5er others ran track powered and 

ba6ery equipment on the 3 tracks Mike ran a super long circus 

train. Louise had fun tes*ng the 83 interac*ve bu6ons on the 

indoor, air condi*oned Lionel layout. Visitors rode on the 

World’s Fair Miniature Park Train  
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 Good & Welfare Eileen Wagner  631.584.6619 

 Module Coordinator Ed Assaf  516.443.2244 

 Quartermaster Frank Clemente  631.838.0890 

 Video Librarian Nick Guarino  631.595.2062 

 Club Merchandise Coordinator Georgie Gaherty  631.549.3933 

 Transportation Coordinator Bruce Kropp  631.789.4090 

  

Editor  
Louise Sewall  
516.541.4837  
louisesewall@gmail.com 

    

  

Web Master  
Louise Sewall  
516.541.4837  
louisesewall@gmail.com 

  

Club Contact  
Tom Rizzo  
32 Semon Road  
Huntington, NY 11743  
631.470.2217 

tomjudyriz@optonline.net 

Saturday home-hosted meetings have a rain date the following day, Sunday 

Smoke n’ Cinders Staff                        LIGRS Officers 

2022 LIGRS Meetings & Events Schedule 

   Date Program/Notes Time Place 

   August 20, 2022 

   Rain date 8/21 

Summer Picnic TBA RMLI Riverhead 

   Sept. 10, 2022 

   SATURDAY 

Fun Run (rain date 9/11) Museum Hours RMLI Riverhead 

   Sept. 16-18, 2022 

   Long Island Fair 
Ground Display Restoration Hours Old Bethpage Village Restoration 

   Sept 24, 2022  
   Date Change 

   SATURDAY 

Monthly Meeting 

Nominations 

11:00 AM George & Connie Stamataides 

   Oct. 15, 2022 

   SATURDAY 

Monthly Meeting 11:00 AM Paul & Elizabeth Bonney 

   Nov. 12, 2022 

   SATURDAY 

Monthly Meeting 

Elections 

11:00 AM Wantagh Park Marina Building 

   Tuesday, 9/13- 

   Thursday, 9/15  
Ground Display Set Up 10:00am Old Bethpage Village Restoration 

   Monday, 9/19  Ground Display Take Down 10:00am Old Bethpage Village Restoration 

  

President (‘21-’22)  
Mike Kmeth  
631.757.3784  
solarelectric@verizon.net 

  

Membership Dir. ('22-'23)  
Anthony Bliss  
631.413.7647  
anthony.bliss87@gmail.com 

  

Program Director (‘21-’22)  
Nick Guarino  
631.595.2062  
maryb492001@yahoo.com   

  

Vice President (’22-23) 
George Stamatides 

718.786.8520 

glstama1@earthlink.net 

  

Dir.-At-Large (’22-23) 
Louie Cortese 

516.681.0789 

lvcjr54@verizon.net 

  

Dir.-At-Large (‘21-’22)   
Paul Bonney  
516.456.4520  
pbonney@schools.nyc.gov 

  

Acting Treasurer (’22-23) 
Ed Assaf 
516.443.2244 

ebassaf@earthlink.net 

  

Dir.-At-Large (’22-23)  
Pat Russo  
631.277.1813  
pokey0328@optonline.net 

  

Dir.-At-Large (‘21-’22)  
Ed Assaf  
516.443.2244  
ebassaf@earthlink.net 

  

Secretary (‘21-’22) 
Karl Wagner 
631.584.6619 

sgauge@optonline.net   
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View From the Cab 

August 23, 

2022 was a run 

day on the 

Freeman Gar-

den RR at the 

Rail Road Mu-

seum of Long 

Island in River-

head. Yes it 

was hot, very hot in the Sun. Turnout 

was surprisingly good for such a hot 

sunny day. We had 9 members show 

at various *mes of day mostly in ear-

lier part of day. All three tracks were 

always occupied by running trains. 

One item that saved us that hot day 

was the tent that the museum setup 

next to the Freeman Railroad. Even 

though it was hot there was a gentle 

breeze blowing and under the tent 

was like it was air-condi*oned. Keep 

that in mind for our upcoming picnic 

under the tent. Another very nice 

thing happened on run day was that 

the museum supplied their en*re 

membership present as well as mem-

bers of LIGRS with lunch. Two 4 foot 

heroes, one American and one Ital-

ian. See what you missed, you could 

have run your trains, enjoyed nice 

company and had good eats.  

Remember Saturday, September 10, 

2022 is another run day at the muse-

um. Once again I ask you to come out 

have fun, run your trains and share 

the track. This is especially true for 

members that do not have running 

layouts at home. 

Those of you coming to our picnic 

bring your trains, besides the picnic 

we have the Freeman RR availed to 

our members to run their trains that 

day.  

 

I have to disclose some disappoin*ng 

informa*on; two board members 

resigned in the past few weeks Bob 

Sewall treasurer, and Frank Clemente 

director at large both resigned. Frank 

was our quarter master. He also re-

signed that posi*on. Ed Assaf had 

been cross training for the treasurer 

posi*on over the past few months. 

He will be interim treasurer un*l our 

November elec*ons. 

Even more so our September 

mee*ng is all that more important. 

My posi*on of President is up. I can-

not run another 

term under our 

“by laws”. Karl is 

not running for secretary personal 

reasons. All above Bob, Frank, Karl, 

and myself will con*nue to be ac*ve 

in club. A few years back a ques*on-

naire was sent to all members. One 

response ques*oned that the board 

controls everything. Well if that per-

son is s*ll in the club, now is the *me 

to change things if you don’t like the 

way things are. Par*cipate in the 

elec*ons. Let it be known you would 

like to be on the board. 

 

Hope to see you all at our picnic. 

Bring your trains! 

 

Always view e-mails and calendar of 

events for updates and their loca-

*ons in S n’ C.   

          Mike  

Would you like a calendar with photos of LIGRS layouts? Check out our Shu6erfly site. There are photos 

posted which have been submi6ed over the years to our photo contest. Even the ones that didn’t win are 

amazing!  

On Shu6erfly you can create and order your own custom calendar. (Three different types are offered) 

h6ps://grli.shu6erfly.com/   

More photos will be added as we receive them.  

LIGRS Layout Photos Calendar 



 

 

LONG ISLAND GARDEN RAILWAY SOCIETY 

INC. 

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING 

JULY 16, 2022 

President Mike Kmeth asked for a moment of 

silence for the men and women who are serv-

ing this country and especially for those whose 

lives were lost protec*ng our way of freedom. 

President Mike Kmeth asked that the mee*ng 

be opened @ 12:05 PM. A mo*on was made 

by Bruce Kropp, seconded by Pa6y Russo to 

open the mee*ng. We had 27 members pre-

sent, 3 proxies. We have a quorum.  

Mike welcomed us all to our July 2022 in per-

son mee*ng at the home of Be6y & Jay 

Geyers. 

President Mike then asked for a mo*on to 

read the June 18, 2022, mee*ng minutes or 

forego the reading and accept them as wri6en. 

Mo*on was made by Rich Bishop and second-

ed by Geri Coney to accept the minutes as 

wri6en. 

Reports: 

Treasurer’s Report -- Bob Sewall gave the 3rd 

Quarter 4/1/22 thru 6/30/22 star*ng Balance 

as $8,815.20 ending as $8,754.21 The YTD as of 

7/3/22 Star*ng Balance as $9,968.81 ending 

Balance as $8,754.21 As always any ques*ons 

please see Bob and he will answer any ques-

*ons you may have. The report was approved 

by Bill Arndt, seconded by Pa6y Russo. 

Membership Report – Anthony Bliss reported: 

Individual 24, Family 18, Ext Fam 0, Life 6, Hon-

orary 4, Junior 3 Total 74. We also had 2 past 

members present who have rejoined, John 

Girolamo and his wife Denise. Good to see 

them again. 

Program Director – Nick Guarino reported the 

following upcoming events; 

Pa6y Russo is having an open house to 

sell train related items on Sunday, 

July 24
th

 from 10:00am 

Our summer picnic will be held at the 

RMLI of Riverhead on August 20
th

 

We will again be doing a ground display 

for the Long Island Fair at Old Beth-

page Village Restora*on on Friday 

9/16, Saturday 9/17 and Sunday 

9/18. We have 3 set up days planned 

beginning with Tuesday 9/13-

Thursday 9/15 star*ng at 10:00am. 

Take down is on Monday, 9/19 

The September monthly mee*ng will be 

on Sept. 24th hosted by George and 

Connie Stamataides’ home in Flan-

ders 

Our October general mee*ng will be host-

ed by Paul & Elizabeth Bonney on the 

15
th

 at 11:00am 

Saturday, November 12
th

 general mee*ng 

will be held at the Wantagh Marina 

in Wantagh Park from 11:00am-

2:00pm. This was arranged by Antho-

ny Marino and is our elec*on 

mee*ng 

Shows & Events: 

RMLI Fun run dates Saturday, July 23 from 

10:00am-4:00pm & Sept 10 – Bring your trains 

and have a fun *me. The shrubs have been 

trimmed on the Freeman Railway and priority 

to run trains will be given to those members 

who do not have home layouts. The museum 

will be open to the general public on that day 

as well. 

Picnic – Saturday August 20 at the Railroad 

Museum of Long Island. Rain date Sunday 

8/21. Cut off for *ckets is August 6
th

 Please 

send your money and registra*on form to Bob 

Sewall at the club PO Box. If you would like to 

volunteer to help, please see Chairperson 

Frank Clemente. Pricing is same as last year, 

Adults $20 pp and Children under 13 $8 each. 

We will have heroes, salads, pizza and hot dogs 

for the kids and some desserts. Bring a small 

salad and let Frank Clemente know what you 

are bringing. Please bring some of your trains 

to run on the Freeman Layout. 13 persons 

have registered and paid for that day. Please 

remember to bring friends and rela*ves to 

enjoy the train ride and other displays. 

 

Photo Contest – Congratula*ons to this 

month’s winning photo “Busy Workers” was 

taken by Louise Sewall of a vigne6e on the 

modular display at the COA. Please remember 

to take pictures and send your best picture to 

Louise Sewall. 

 

Chic Chat Corner – Thank you Louise for your 

comments about the RMLI. Remember you can 

write about almost anything here at Chic Chat 

Corner. Send your thoughts to Louise Sewall 

 

Club Resource Library – The list of books, vide-

os, blueprints, and model plans are on the 

club’s website. Just contact Nick Guarino and 

he will bring it to our next in person mee*ng 

for you to borrow. ligrs.org/

memberinfo/resourcelibrary  

Club merchandise – Please see Georgiana & 

Steve Gaherty if you wish to purchase any club 

items such as hats, shirts, jackets, pins and 

DVD’s 

Aluminum Can Tabs – Please give them to 

Eileen & Karl Wagner. This helps fund the 

Ronald McDonald House for Children needing 

treatment and their families. Please check 

them with a magnet as only Aluminum are 

used, NOT STEEL 

Old Business: 

Super 50/50 Chairperson George Stamataides 

will have *ckets soon. Tickets are $5.00 each. 

New Business:  

MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE: Please start thinking 

about officer nomina*ons for our Sept. nomi-

na*on mee*ng. The President cannot run 

more than 6 years, this is Mike’s year 6, Secre-

tary Karl Wagner will not be running for that 

posi*on. Other posi*ons that are up are: Pro-

gram Director Nick Guarino, Directors Ed Assaf, 

Paul Bonney(will not run), and Frank Clemente

(will not run). Mike asked that people give 

serious considera*on to serving the club in 

some of these posi*ons and asked for a show 

of hands if anyone was willing to run. 

50/50 Drawing    Was won by Tom Rizzo which 

he donated back to the club. The club ne6ed a 

total of $19 Thank you Tom. 

Next General meeAng will be Saturday Sept 

24 at Connie and George Stamataides’ home 

in Flanders 

Mo*on was made at 12:20pm to close the 

mee*ng by Tom Rizzo and seconded by Bill 

Arndt. 

RespecWully submi6ed, 

Louise Sewall subs*tu*ng for Karl Wagner. 
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From The Secretary 



 

 

Dave Smith’s Submission to Tom’s What the Heck Puzzle  

SMOKE N’  C INDERS  
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Photo Contest Winner 

This month’s winner is Bob Sewall for his photo  
“Over the Hellsgate Bridge” taken at our COA modular display.  

The new bridge was modeled by George Stamataides 

This appeared on a model train webpage under, "Do 

you enjoy trackwork?"   

 

The guesses as to where it is actually located was the 

GE Locomo*ve test track or a small locomo*ve build-

er similar to Brookville. 
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From The Secretary BOD meeting Minutes 

LONG ISLAND 

 GARDEN RAILWAY SOCIETY, Inc. 

EXECUTIVE BOARD ZOOM MEETING  

JULY 6, 2022  

A6endance: President Mike Kmeth, Vice Presi-

dent George Stamataides, Treasurer Bob Se-

wall, Secretary Karl Wagner, Membership Di-

rector Anthony Bliss, Program Director Nick 

Guarino, Directors at Large, Louis Cortese, 

Frank Clemente, Paul Bonney, Ed Assaf, and 

member Tom Rizzo. 

President Mike Kmeth asked that the mee*ng 

be opened @ 7:10 PM. A mo*on was made by 

Lou Cortese and seconded by Pat Russo. 

President Mike Kmeth asked for a mo*on to 

forgo the reading and approve the minutes of 

the March 26, 2022, BOD. Lou Cortese made a 

mo*on to accept, seconded by Frank Clemen-

te. BOD approved. 

President – Mike Kmeth asked about the job 

cross training. Bob Sewall and Ed Assaf have 

just about completed with the Treasurer’s job. 

Nothing else has been done 

Treasurer’s Report – Bob Sewall gave a synop-

sis of the report: The 3rd Quarter 4/1/2022 

thru 6/30/2022 Star*ng $8,215.20 Ending 

$8,754.21 Year to Date 2021- 2022 as of 

7/32022 Star*ng $9,968.81 Ending $8,754.21  

Membership Report – Anthony Bliss stated we 

have Individual 24, Family 18, Life 6, Honorary 

5 and junior 3 total 74 members. No new 

members. 

Program Director - Nick Guarino - Due to a 

schedule conflict with the Long Island Fair 

event on September 17th, the  General 

Mee*ng at George Stama*ades needs to be 

rescheduled to September 10th or September 

24th.  George agreed to host the mee*ng on 

September 24th.  

Modular Coordinator – Ed Assaf – We are 

looking into possibly making our own movable 

dollies to store the modules on while in the 

trailer. It will make it easier to move them with 

less damage. The red and green trailers have 

been swapped. The Red Trailer is now the 

Module Display and the Green Trailer is now 

the Ground Display. Ed requests we by some 

*e down straps for keeping equipment in 

place. The board approved $100.00 for the 

straps 

Review Shows & Events:  

COA – Ed Assaf noted the April Show went well 

no issues. Ed will reach out to them about the 

Christmas dates 

Upcoming Shows and Events: 

Picnic - Scheduled for August 20th at RMLI, 

chaired by Frank Clemente.  It was noted , at 

this *me, we only have 5 paid par*cipants 

signed-up for the picnic.  Wristbands will be 

issued to paid members, family and guests as 

well as RMLI staff.  Food will be heroes and hot 

dogs will be provided.  Voluntary salads will be 

provided by a6ending members.  Deserts of 

cookies and some sort of crumb cake will also 

be provided. 

Long Island Fair @ Bethpage Restora*on Vil-

lage Sept 16-18 Set up is Sept14 & 15 Take 

down Sept 19 Nick will ask Anthony Marino if 

he will Chair the event for us and reach out to 

them about the Christmas dates. We will have 

a train set raffle. The BOD approved Bob Se-

wall to purchase 3 sets, one each for LI Fair, 

Old Bethpage Christmas, and COA Christmas.  

Fun Run dates at RMLI – July 23 and Sept 10  

Old Business –  

Ver*cal Li5 Bridge for Modules- Lou Cortese 

will provide Ed with material quan**es, Tom 

Rizzo to provide Ed with design informa*on 

and Ed Assaf will do a short write up. Pictures 

will be provided by all for Na*onal GR News-

le6er. 

Frank Clemente has the plaque to be given to 

RMLI Anthony Bliss is working on the etching 

on the plaque. 

Le6er to Seawane country club sta*ng that we 

cannot do the display will be sent out next 

week. 

Anthony Bliss looked into ge4ng a Back and 

Forth for a trolley for table top displays. BOD 

approve Anthony to purchase the unit and 

wires, diodes and necessary item. Expenditure 

up to $100.00 

An LGB Jumbo dead power supply was donat-

ed to the club. Frank Clemente asked a mem-

ber of RMLI if they could look at it along with 2 

or 3 other club transformers. All were found to 

be not worth fixing or parts could no longer be 

purchased. BOD told Frank to dispose of them. 

As we need power supplies for outdoor and 

table top display (several members have been 

bringing their personal power supplies to 

events) Bob Sewall made a mo*on to purchase 

2 of the 10Amp supplies from Charlie Ro. Mo-

*on was seconded by Ed Assaf. BOD approved 

expenditure of up to $500.00. Ed to call and 

order. 

Web Master Status - Trish Iannacone never 

responded to the le6er that was sent to her 

regarding establishing Louise Sewall as the 

new webmaster.  Tom Rizzo is in the process 

of learning to be her back-up.  

Christmas Party – Nick was asked and accepted 

to be chairperson. Nick to look into two possi-

ble venues, Snapper inn and Milleridge Inn.  

New Business: 

Ques*on was brought up about our club spon-

sor a brick in support of RMLI engine 39 fund 

raising. A5er a discussion Lou Cortese made a 

mo*on that we sponsor one (1) brick at a cost 

of $100. Mo*on seconded by George Stama-

taides. Mo*on passed 

Second Annual 50/50 BOD approved George 

Stamataides to run the 50/50 same as last year 

$5 per *cket 

George Stamataides to look into what is need-

ed to change our tax statues from our current 

501(c)(7) to a 501(c)(3) so we may be able to 

get more benefits as to taxes, dona*on and 

grants. George stated it may cost ini*ally be-

tween $1500 and $2000. Ed Assaf made a 

mo*on for George to con*nue up to the next 

step to get more exact pricing of no more than 

$2,000, The Board of Directors voted to move 

ahead with LegalZoom at a cost of $795 

to secure the tax exempt status. If we are re-

jected their fee will be refunded. Mo*on se-

conded by Lou Cortese voted 6 for and 3 

against and 1 abstained. Mo*on approved. 

Next regularly scheduled BOD mee*ng will be 

Saturday September 10, 2022 @ RMLI Frank 

will confirm with RMLI. 

Nick Guarino made a mo*on to close the 

mee*ng, seconded by Frank Clemente. Mo*on 

approved 

Mee*ng ended at 9:02 PM 

RespecWully Submi6ed, 

Karl Wagner, Secretary 



 

 

July Meeting Photos held at Jay & Betty Geyer’s 
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A lovely *ne was had by all , si4ng 

on their large, covered deck over-

looking the bay with the breezes 

blowing. 

 

Jay & Be6y have done more work on 

their outside raised layout. 

Tom and Nick worked the controls 

for a *me. 

Some photos to the le5 of their inside 

layout. 

 

And they s*ll have rolling stock displayed 

in another room on a track raised up by 

the ceiling.  Sorry the ligh*ng did not 

permit a be6er photo. 
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Chic Chat Corner 

A new YouTube channel is now being offered by the Garden Railroading eNews group. Their 

bi-monthly newsle6ers are published on our LIGRS.org website at 

LIGRS.org>Newsle6ers>Na*onal eNews. 

They also have a Facebook page that contains great g scale train layout photos and videos.  

Look for it at “gardenrailroadingenews” 

Our new YouTube channel will feature photo journals and videos of the wonderful World of Garden Rail-

roads. 

The first post—images of many of the railroads open in Denver—was viewed 450 *mes in its first week. 

We will also post short videos of individual garden railroads. The first video from Jess Hughes is up now! 

If you are interested in a wider plaWorm for short videos of your garden railroad, contact Mick Spilsury at 

marke*ng@grnews.org. 

Videos less than 3 minutes are ideal. We will rarely post a video longer than 5 minutes. 

You can find the channel at  

h6ps://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmuyDnk2QRy1e1Q1AMFXrJw 

 



 

 

 

LIGRS Annual Picnic 

Saturday, August 20th 11:00 a.m. 
Railroad Museum of Long Island 

416 Griffing Avenue  

Riverhead, New York 

FOR OUR GPS USERS 

416 Griffing Avenue  

Riverhead, New York 
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Directions to the Riverhead Site 

The Riverhead Visitor's Center is located at 416 Griffing Avenue, just 
north of the railroad tracks. It is accessible by railroad, bus and, auto-
mobile. 
By Long Island Rail Road: Take the train to the Riverhead station. 
The museum restoration site is directly across the tracks and across 
Griffing Avenue from the station. For schedule and fare information, you 
may call the LIRR at (631) 231-LIRR or visit their web page. 
From Western Long Island: Take the Long Island Expressway east-
bound to Exit 72, NYS Route 25 East (Main Street). Follow Route 25 
approximately three miles. Turn left onto Griffing Avenue and proceed 
for two blocks. The museum is on the right just over the railroad tracks. 
From the North Fork: Take NYS Route 25 through downtown River-
head. Turn right onto Griffing Avenue and proceed for two blocks. The 
museum is on the right just over the railroad tracks. 
From the South Fork: Follow local roads to the Peconic Avenue traffic 
circle in Riverhead. Proceed north on Peconic Avenue to Main Street. 
Turn left for one block and then turn right onto Griffing Avenue and pro-
ceed for two blocks. The museum is on the right just over the railroad 
tracks. 
Parking is available on site and the museum building and grounds are 
handicapped accessible. The rail cars on display have limited access.) 



 

 

The most important things in life aren’t things. 
Visit us on the web @ 
www.ligrs.org 

Smoke N’ Cinders at  P.O. Box 
2002, No. Massapequa, NY 11758-

2002 

THE NEWSLETTER OF THE LONG ISLAND 

GARDEN RAILWAY SOCIETY INC 

Newsletter of the Long Island 
Garden Railway Society Inc. 

Advertising Policy 
Advertisement shall in no way be construed as an endorsement of any product, manufacturer, product or reseller 
by The Long Island Garden Railway Society. Inc. Commercial Ads or Ads from Non-members for large scale or 
garden railway products are at a rate of $35.00/ full page, or $20.00/half page/issue. Artwork is the responsibility 
of the advertiser, at the discretion of the editor. Ads From Members for large scale or garden railway items are 
accepted at no charge and will run once. Ads may be repeated at the advertiser’s request, space permitting. Ads 
should be submitted by e-mail to the editor. The deadline for ads will be the meeting prior to the next issue. 


