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December 2023 

Next Monthly Meeting on 

SATURDAY January 20, 2024 

11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
First meeting of the New Year 

Location: Bethpage Senior Center 

View from the Cab Christmas Greeting 1 

From the Secretary Monthly Meeting Minutes 3 

From Patrick Friedmann 4 

Auction Coming in February 5 

December Photo Contest Winner 5 

Tabletop Displays Photos 6 

LIGRS Christmas Party Information 5 

Inside this issue: 

This Months highlights: 

• 2024 Dues 

Reminder 
p 7 

• NY Botanical Garden Holiday Train 
Show page p 7 

This may seem like it’s a bit dated, it’s not! Never too late to 

look around every day and appreciate how lucky we all are to 

be in this great club and country. 
Happy Holidays to one and all.   George 

Photo Contest Procedures for Voting Dec. 2023 

Vo�ng for the overall winner of the 2023 photo contest will be done electronically during the 

month of December, rather than at the Christmas Party. 

An email has been sent to all vo�ng members which contains photos of the monthly winners and 

a link to an online vo�ng form. Please select your favorite by December 31st in order that the 

winner may be included in our January newsle%er. 

The link was sent from our new official LIGRS mailbox. If you did not receive it let Louise know 

and it will be resent. 

For the new 2024 photo contest entries, please remember to take pictures and send your best 

picture to Louise Sewall. 
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2023-2024 LIGRS Meetings & 
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32 Semon Road, 
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tomjudyriz@optonline.net  

  

Editor  
Louise Sewall  
516.541.4837  
louisesewall@gmail.com 

    

  

Web Master  
Louise Sewall  
516.541.4837  
louisesewall@gmail.com 

  

President (‘23-’24)  
George L. Stamataides 

718.786.8520 

glstama1@earthlink.net 

  

Membership Dir. ('22-'23)  
Anthony Bliss  
631.413.7647  
anthony.bliss87@gmail.com 

  

Program Director (‘23-’24)  
Anthony Marino  
516.474.4678  
anthonymarino38@gmail.com   

  

Vice President (’22-23) 
VACANT 

 

  

Dir.-At-Large (’22-23) 
Tom Rizzo 

631.470.2217 

tomjudyriz@optonline.net 

  

Dir.-At-Large (‘23-’24)   
Paul Bonney  
516.456.4520  
pbonney@schools.nyc.gov 

  

Treasurer (’22-23)  
Ed Assaf  
516.443.2244  
ebassaf_ligrs@earthlink.net 

  

Dir.-At-Large (’22-23) 
VACANT 

  

Dir.-At-Large (’23-24)  
Ray Shelton  
516.681.3976  
rayshelton@verizon.net 

  

Secretary (‘23-’24) 
Pat Russo  
631.332.0679  
pokey0328@gmail.com  

   

  

Dir.-At-Large (’23-24) 
Vacant 

 Good & Welfare Eileen Wagner  631.584.6619 

 Module Coordinator Ed Assaf  516.443.2244 

 Quartermaster TBD  631.838.0890 

 Club Merchandise Coordinator Georgie Gaherty  631.549.3933 

 Transportation Coordinator Bruce Kropp  631.789.4090 

       Date Program/Notes Time Place 

   Jan., 2024 Christmas Party TBA TBD 

   Jan. 20, 2024 General Meeting 11:00 AM Bethpage Senior Center 

   Feb. 10, 2024  Annual Auction 11:00 AM Bethpage Senior Center 

   Mar. 9, 2024    General Meeting 11:00 AM Bethpage Senior Center 

   September 2024 General Meeting 11:00 AM Ed Assaf 

   Dec. 22, 2023, Friday 

   Set up 

Modular Display 9:00 AM Cradle of Aviation Museum 

   Dec.23, 2023 thru 

   Mon. 1/1/24 

Modular Display 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM Cradle of Aviation Museum 

   Jan. 3, 2024, Wednesday 

   Take Down 

Modular Display 10:00 AM Cradle of Aviation Museum 

   Oct. 13, 2024 

   SUNDAY 

General Meeting 11:00 AM Mike Kmeth 



 

 

SMOKE N’  C INDERS  Page 3 

General Meeting Minutes 

LONG ISLAND GARDEN RAILWAY SOCIETY 

INC. 

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING  

November 18, 2023  

President George called the mee�ng to order 

at 11:45am and led the membership in the 

pledge of allegiance and moment of silence in 

Memory and in Honor of those who served 

and are serving in our armed services. 

George welcomed us all to our mee�ng at the 

Bethpage Senior Center.  

We have 24 members present. We have a 

quorum. 

George then asked for a mo�on to read the 

October 21
st

 mee�ng minutes, offer correc-

�ons or forego the reading and accept them 

as wri%en. Bruce made a mo�on to approve 

seconded by Ray. 

Reports:        

Treasurers’ Report was read by George.  

Current Balance $9,968 and YTD $10,008.20. 

Membership Report – George read the Mem-

bership Director’s reportd that there are 26 

individual members 13 family, 7 life, 5 honor-

ary, 4 junior with a total of 68 members.  

Program Director – Anthony Marino reported 

on the success of our club’s anniversary trip to 

ride the Essex dinner train. He proposed that 

we do it every year. He will inves�gate dates 

and if we should also include the riverboat 

ride.  

3 members have volunteered to host 

mee�ngs next year. Please contact Anthony to 

confirm months and dates. 

He also displayed two large scale turnouts he 

has purchased from USA Trains. He is happy 

with the quality and prices. 

We will be having our annual holiday party in 

the beginning of January. Vote was asked on 

the loca�on. Mo�on was made by Ray to use 

a restaurant rather than a catered meal at the 

Bethpage Senior Center. Seconded by Tom. 

Approved by membership. Dates will be ob-

tained. Prices and other informa�on will be 

distributed to the membership. 

Photo Contest – Congratula�ons to Lou Ca-

putzal for the November winning photo 

“Beau�ful Night” taken at his “Pop’s Trains” 

layout.  A link to the rules is on the LIGRS 

home page. Please remember to take pictures 

and send your best to Louise Sewall. The an-

nual winner receives a $25 check and the 

photo will be featured on the cover of the 

2024 season copy of the LIGRS roster. 

Vo8ng for this year’s winner will again be 

held electronically so as to allow all members 

to vote. 

Club Merchandise –Please see Georgiana & 

Steve for club items such as hats, shirts, jack-

ets, mugs, pins and DVD’s. Be aware that the 

newest patch, commemora�ng our anniver-

sary are NOT IRON ON. 

Aluminum Can Tabs – Please save them to 

give to Eileen & Karl Wagner. This helps fund 

the Ronald McDonald House for Children 

needing treatment and their families. Please 

check them with a magnet as only Aluminum 

tabs are used, NOT STEEL. 

Old Business: 

Nick reported on the coming displays which 

have been organized by Ed and himself. Here 

is a rundown of events through the end of the 

year: 

Sayville Historical Society, 39 Edwards St., 

Sayville: 

Set-up on Tuesday 11/21 at 10am. 

Run day Saturday 11/25, 5 to 8pm. 

Take down on Monday 11/27 at 10am 

A few more volunteers are needed. Text Nick 

at 516.808.0838 

Bayport - Blue Point Heritage Associa8on, 

299 Middle Rd, Sayville: 

Set-up will take place on Monday 11/27 im-

mediately following the take down at Sayville 

Historical Society. (The set-up is a 1mile drive 

from the take down). 

Run days are Saturday 12/2 and Sunday 12/3, 

12 to 4pm both days. 

Take down on Monday 12/4 10am.  

Old Bethpage Restora8on Village: 

The consensus among those members that 

have par�cipated in the past is that we do 

not par�cipate this year for two reasons: first, 

not enough volunteers; second, the traffic 

pa%ern for guests moving through the build-

ing was changed last year such that the num-

ber of eyes on our display was dras�cally di-

minished. 

Cradle of Avia8on: 

Set-up on Friday 12/22 at 9am 

Run days are Saturday 12/23 (if possible) 

through Monday 1/1/24 

Take down is Monday 1/2 

We have a starter set and 

raffle �cket will be sold there with the winner 

drawn aQer the Cradle of Avia�on ends on 

Monday 1/1/24. 

Thanks to Jay and Be%y for transpor�ng the 

tabletop property from Nick’s. They will also 

be bringing trains to run and transformers. 

New Business: 

Elec�ons were held. According to our by-laws 

George instructed Anthony Marino (club 

officer) to cast one vote for each candidate 

thereby valida�ng the elec�on of the uncon-

tested nominees to their respec�ve offices.  

Super 50/50 – This year’s BIGBOY SUPER RAF-

FLE was drawn by Mike and was won by Rich 

McGorty who is also the �cket agent who sold 

that �cket. Rich donated all of his winnings to 

the club. Thank you, Rich. Total to the club is 

$1,840. 

Food Dona8on –Thank you to all who donat-

ed food and cash to our annual drive held in 

memory of Doug Smith. Ed Assaf will deliver 

to the food pantry. 

George announced that we are looking for a 

new club secretary. This posi�on will begin in 

January 2024.  

Bob is dona�ng a printer to the club in Janu-

ary and asked what is the procedure. George 

said a receipt will be provided. 

George and Ed have discussed the proposal of 

ren�ng a building for the use of an ongoing 

modular display. Further inves�ga�on shows 

that most club members live near the Beth-

page area. We are asked to report back to 

them if anyone discovers or is aware of an 

available rental in that area.  

Regular 50/50 was won by Larry Kagan who 

donated his winnings to the club. Club’s total 

was $25. Thank you, Larry. 

Next General mee�ng will be held on January 

20
th

 at the Bethpage Senior Center. 

Nick made a mo�on to close the mee�ng se-

conded by Bruce Mo�on approved. The 

mee�ng ended @ 12:29pm.  

RespecSully submi%ed,  

Louise Sewall, in the absence of a secretary  
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From Patrick Friedmann 

LIGRS member and photo contest judge writes about how the model train hobby has expanded 

in The Villages, FL since he and Kris moved down there. 

I took these photos at the indoor train show here in The Villages, Fl. 

When we first got here in 2016 there was no G Scale group. 

This is a banquet size room.. 

There was a room like this for every scale from z to G with displays just a big as this one. 

The “Sawgrass” car is a copy of the Sawgrass Grove real boxcar used as the stage area for one of the band stages. 

The bo%om HO scale pix I just threw in for the locals. 

Please share with the club or in the newsle%er. 

Patrick & Kris�ne 



 

 

SMOKE N’  C INDERS  Page 5 

Prepare Your Equipment and Cash for the Annual Auction 

December Photo Contest Winner 

This month’s winning photo “Trains in the Rain ” was taken by Anthony Marino of the lay-

out at Old Bethpage Restora�on for the LI Fair.. 

Don’t forget the annual club auc8on which will be held on a SATURDAY at the February 10th 

mee8ng at the Bethpage Senior Center. 

Join the en�re auc�on team for another great LIGRS Annual Auc�on.  Don’t have room for all of those new trains?  The 

LIGRS Annual Auc�on is the perfect solu�on.  So clean out the aUc, closet, basement and/or garage and bring all those 

unwanted train related items to February’s Annual LIGRS Auc�on or donate them to the club.  Watch the LIGRS auc�on 

team perform its magical alchemy by transforming those excess trains into cash, or excess cash into trains. (A win-win 

event!)  

The auc�on is a wonderful event that combines aspects of Let’s Make A Deal, The Price Is Right along with a bit of 

Family Feud.  

The LIGRS Christmas party will be January 6, 2024 at the Snapper Inn. We will have the same menu we did last year. 

The price will be $46 per person. Junior members will not have to pay. 

We need to know ASAP who would attend as we must have a minimum of 35 people. Please send an RSVP to Anthony 

Marino as soon as possible at, AnthonyMarino38@gmail.com 

This is the menu; appetizers, baked, clam and penne, al la vodka, Snapper entrées, Simon Vitale sauce, chicken, fran-

chise, and steak Burgundy. Dessert brownie à la mode. 

Please send checks to our PO Box, attention, Ed Assaf. LIGRS, PO Box 2002, Massapequa, NY 11758 

LIGRS Christmas Party 
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Bayport - Blue Point Heritage Association Table Top Display 

Thanks to the Engels for photos of these 2 back-

to-back displays located in Sayville. Many thanks 

to our set-up and display manning volunteers. 

They produced the Historical Society display in 1 

day for a 1 day run. Then a simultaneous take 

down and set up for a 1 day display at the Herit-

age Associa�on. 
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2024 Dues Reminder 

Send in your 2024 dues so that it may be a “Happy Train Year.” 

Individual memberships, the 1st member of a household, are $50 per year. 

Family Memberships, for members over 18 years old are $15 for >?@A addi�onal member in the same household.  

Students, age 18-22 is $25. 

Please send a check made out to “The Long Island Garden Railway Society, Inc.” (full name please as the bank frowns 

on “Pay to the Order of LIGRS”) for the appropriate amount to:  

LIGRS 

PO Box 2002, Massapequa, NY 11758 

Many thanks to those members who have already renewed 

their dues. 

More Bayport-Bluepoint photos from Mike 

Ques�ons? Contact  

Anthony Bliss  

631.413.7647  

anthony.bliss87@gmail.com 

Holiday Train Show at the New York Botanical Garden 

New York City’s Most Beloved Holiday Tradi8on Is Back! 

The Holiday Train Show returns bigger than ever with more trains and an all-new, outdoor train display. Start on the 

lawn to capture your perfect holiday photos at our outdoor mountainscapes and then watch trains zip past nearly 200 

iconic New York landmarks under the warmth of the Conservatory. November 17, 2023 – January 15, 2024 10 a.m. – 6 

p.m. | At the Garden  Holiday Train Show® » New York Botanical Garden (nybg.org)  



 

 

 
Merry Christmas and a Happy Train Year to All! 

Advertising Policy 
Advertisement shall in no way be construed as an endorsement of any product, manufacturer, product or 
reseller by The Long Island Garden Railway Society.  Commercial Ads or Ads from Non-members for large 
scale or garden railway products are at a rate of $35.00/ full page, or $20.00/half page/issue and basically 
reimburses The club Treasury for postage expense.  Artwork is The responsibility of The advertiser.  Ads 
From Members for large scale or garden railway items are accepted at no charge and will run once. Ads may 
be repeated at The advertisers request, space permitting.  Ads should be submitted by e-mail to the editor. The 
deadline for ads will be The meeting prior to the next issue. 

Visit us on the web @ 
www.ligrs.org 

Smoke N’ Cinders at  P.O. Box 
2002, No. Massapequa, NY 11758-

2002 

THE NEWSLETTER OF THE LONG 
ISLAND GARDEN RAILWAY SOCIETY 

Newsletter of the Long Island 
Garden Railway Society 


