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Above: At Halloween, the village Bakery Shop serves multiple haunted treats to creatures
fierce and strange. An alien turns up to haunt the pond; keep your hands inside when

riding Grant & Jenny Sweer's Grant Funk Railroad. ® Owens Cross Roads, Alabama

Below: On Rich & Ann Marie Perrelli's Oyster Creek Garden Railroad, heavy snow
welcomes a train of holiday travelers. Actually, it is early summer. The ground is covered
in Perlite and the scene is dusted with Baking Soda. Falling snow is clear plastic with
white paint overspray positioned in front of the scene. ® San Diego, California

Seen On the Tracks

Photo by Rich Perrelli
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Growing the Garden
Railroading Community

Garden Railroading News celebrates our third anni-
versary with this issue. When our hobby lost a dedi-
cated-to-G-Scale publication, clubs on the West Coast
came together to create a digital replacement. Articles
republished from club newsletters made this magazine
possible and continue to be an invaluable source of
knowledge to share. Thank you to all the newsletter ed-
itors and authors who contribute to GR News. Original
content has been increasing and is always welcome.

Our core volunteer crew remains at work: Carla Brand
Breitner editor, Mick Spilsbury marketing, Bill Derville
advertising, and Steve Cogswell treasurer. Regional ad-
visors Ken Brody, Mark Edwards, Malinda Jungst, Ted
Yarbrough and retired advisor Sue Elliot have helped
us keep up with activities around the country.

145 clubs now distribute Garden Railroading News by
notifying club members when new issues are available
for download at www.GRNews.org. Downloads are
free thanks to our advertisers. Individual readers can
check the website every other month or so to catch

the latest issue. Generally an issue has around 5,000
unique viewers from countries around the world.

We try to keep our advertising rates low to help our
hobby's vendors share their product news. Their support
covers our website costs and other expenses. Please
remember to thank them when you contact them. With-
out our vendors offering track and trains, modeling in
G-Scale would depend on scratch-building, custom
commisions and secondhand items.

Thanks again to the clubs who spread word of each
new issue, to the newsletter editors and authors who
share their articles, and to contributors from around the
world. Without you, GR News could not exist.

Our group of volunteers works hard to keep Garden
Railroading News coming out. We seldom get feed-
back from readers, but are always hoping to hear what
content you would like and what you would like to see
changed. We look forward to hearing from youl!

Your suggestions and story ideas can
be sent to: editor@GRNews.org

News & Notes

PIKO America Adds New
Freight Cars to Historical Series
Honoring Railroad Nostalgia and
World War ll’s Greatest Generation

The last week in October, PIKO America ships the
second item in its “Railroad Nostalgia” series of cars
featuring detailed original artwork highlighting histor-
ical railroad pioneers. This Reefer car honors Elijiah
McCoy, whose work as a skilled engineer and prolific
inventor left a deep impact on railroad innovations.
The first car in the series, "The Commodore" Cornelius
Vanderbilt Box Car, is currently in stores.

38962 “The Commodore” Box Car

Also arriving in October is the tenth hopper in a series
honoring the Greatest Generation and their historic
planes. The hopper features the Boeing B-17 “Flying
Fortress.” Each design is produced just once and fea-
tures original artwork of these iconic warbirds.

38939 Vintage Warhirds B-17 Hopper

More information at: www.piko-america.com
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GR News Original Content

Coming Soon in GR News:
Detailing a Locomotive Crane
Boom Car by Bob Scherzinger,

Rose City GRS
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G-Scale Graphics 5V Lighting
Board for Locomotive Lighting

If you need to power lights in a loco or rolling stock
that has been gutted of the original electronics, this
little board may help you. It provides three 5V volt-
age regulators powered from track voltage; 5V out in
forward direction, 5V out in reverse, and 5V out in both
directions. Each output is rated for 1 amp. Use with 5V
lamps or LEDs with appropriate dropping resistors.

More information at: www.GScaleGraphics.net

Accucraft Mabel Live Steam Engine
Arriving for November Delivery

Accucraft's 2-6-2 Mabel is based on a 3-foot gauge
Baldwin style locomotive and will be available in both
kit form and ready to run. This freelance narrow gauge
steam locomotive in 1:20.3 scale, 45mm gauge, arrives
late October and was developed from Marc Horovitz
concept drawings.

More information at: www.livesteamstation.com

Mabel 2-6-2

Holiday Train Displays??
Where & When??

Email editor@GRNews.org with date, time and place
info for holiday activities that include G-Scale trains to
be listed in an event calendar next issue. Many botan-
ical gardens, historical houses, and museums include
trains for the holidays. Clubs often set up Christmas dis-
plays in nurseries, shopping centers and more. GR News
would like to hear about your public display plans.

News & Notes

GR Neaws Original Content

Save the Date and Make Travel
Plans to Tour Regional Meets
and Rail Fairs in the Next Year

Color Country Model Railroad Club of St George,
Utah, is preparing for a 4 Day Tour of railroads in the
greater St George Area over Veterans Day

weekend. From November 10 to the 13th,

2023, there are 21 participating layouts

(including 7 G-Scale railroads) available

for the enjoyment of anyone wishing to

come. Details can be found on their webpage:
colorcountrytrains.org

The Rail Fair at Ardenwood Historic Farm in Fremont,
California, is going to move to Memorial Day Weekend
next year. Cooler weather will be more comfortable
than September, and the forest at Arden-
wood won't be as dry so the steam engines
can run again. Put the dates of May 25, 26, §#
27, 2024 on your calendar now. All the mod-
el railroad groups (including the Bay Area GRS modu-
lar tracks) expect to be there. Info at: www.spcrr.org

MO-KAN Garden Railroaders will host a Midwest
Garden Railroad Gathering over the weekend P
of May 30 to June 2, 2024. Layouts around |15 7
Kansas City, workshops vendors, swap tables g
and social gatherings are being planned. For info,
email info@mokangardenrailroaders.org or check their
website: www.mokangardenrailroaders.org

Georgia Garden Railway Society is planning a 2024
Southern Regional Garden Railroad Get-Together for
three days from August 23 to 25, 2024. Based ¢
around the 65th Atlanta Model train Show

in Duluth, Georgia, there will be two days of
layout tours and multiple large scale vendors.
More events are being planned. For more information,
check www.ggrs.info

Email editor@GRNews.org with your events to share.

MiniForest.com Closing Sale

Shanna Dow has announced the November 13th
closure of MiniForest.com with a note on the website.
“Dear customers, It is with a heavy heart that | write
this. | regret to inform you that | will be closing my busi-
ness due to life circumstances. This was a dream for me
that | wanted to keep alive and continue but unfortu-
nately | am unable to. | want to thank the continued
support that | have received from friends and family.

| also would like to thank all my customers for their
continued support. | could not have made it through
this year without you.”

Last day of shipping will be November 13. 50% off on
any order of $50 or more. Discount is automatic at
checkout; no code required. All sales final.

The team at Garden Railroading News wishes Shanna
well with her next endeavors.

Garden Railroading News Page 5
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White River Productions
Publishes a Deep Dive into
the K-28 Locomotive on the

Denver & Rio Grande Western

White River Productions has released Rio Grande’s
Narrow Gauge K-28 Locomotives, a new hardcover
publication detailing the complete history of the con-
struction, use, modifications
and final disposition of the
legendary K-28 Mikados on
the Denver & Rio Grande
Western.

By the 1920s, the narrow

#%  gaouge system of D&RGW
W8 | had shrunk to a third of the
2 railroad’s total trackage,
and standard gauging the
lines made little economic
sense. Upgrades in motive
power, allowing the railroad to move smaller power to
lesser branches, proved to be the answer.

D&RGW's K-27s, purchased from Baldwin, had been in
heavy service for 20 years and were already wearing
out. In 1923 the Rio Grande turned to Alco for 10 new
narrow gauge, outside frame Mikados. Designated
K-28 (MiKado, 27,540 pounds of tractive effort), these
“Sport Model” locomotives soon proved adept at
hauling whatever traffic D&RGW required. The K-28
became the iconic symbol of the Silverton Branch and
Silverton tourist train, and the three remaining loco-
motives continue in service on the Durango & Silver-
ton Railroad. The book includes info on the changes
D&RGW made to the lines to accommodate them, as
well as their operational history.

Hle Sremnelss
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In addition, the book covers the U.S Army requisition of
seven of the K-28s for service in Alaska on White Pass
& Yukon and their disposition, along with a brief histo-
ry of the four locomotives built for Oahu Railway to the
D&RGW/Alco design.

Author Jerry Day spent more than 40 years compiling
information and more than 350 photos, maps, track
folios, drawings, and diagrams, including a three page
foldout drawing by Mike McKenzie for this volume.

Rio Grande’s Narrow Gauge K-28 Locomotives retails
for $79.95 (plus shipping and handling) through your
local dealer or direct from White River Productions.

Order at: shop.whiteriverproductions.com
toll-free (US) 1-877-787-2467
Outside the US call 1-816-285-6560

Please let our advertisers know you appreciate
their support for

Garden Railroading News.

News & Notes

GR News Original Content

Create Holiday Traditions with LGB

Mérklin/LGB offers everything you need to set up and
run a train around your Christmas tree. The starter

set includes a holiday-inspired steam locomotive, two
holiday passenger cars, Santa engineer, 12 sections of
curved track, locomotive controller, track hook-ups, and
transformer. Expansion track sets are available to add
sidings, a station stop, and more.

Add this year's Christmas car to your consist along with
a Christmas car exclusive to North America. Run the
Christmas Rail Truck to clear the snow from your tracks
or carry a G-Scale Christmas tree to your town.

More information at:
LGB.com or email customerservice@marklin.com

PR e e

36023  Christmas Cor for 2023~ 36923 Christmas Car exclusive
to North America

24681  Christmas Truck

Find Garden Railroading News Online
www.GRNews.org
facebook.com/groups/gardenrailroadingenews
facebook.com/groups/gardenrailroadingcommunity
instagram.com/GRNewsimages
youtube.com/channel/UCmuyDnk2QRylelIQIAMFXrJw

Print a copy on demand: Go to:
www.blurb.com/user/GRNewsEditor
or
www.blurb.com/bookstore.

Use the magnifying glass to search for
"GR News" to find (and order) all issues.

Magazines are perfect bound on
glossy paper printed to order.

Garden Railroading News Page 6
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Eastern Tennessee & Western Northern California aka the ET&WNC
Catherine & Nagasiva Yronwode, Proprietors

% W Under the Redwood Tree
By Catherine Yronwode,
i Forestville, California,
‘{4  astold to Ken Brody
““'=" The History

| have been fascinated by trains since child-
hood. During the 1950s, | grew up near the
Southern Pacific Railroad tracks in Fresno and
Berkeley, California. | loved watching the trains’
motion, hearing their sounds, and, especially,
seeing all their different colors and identifying
the different places they came from. | regularly
rode on the Redwood Valley Steam Train in

Berkeley’s Tilden Park, and visited the boy who

lived next door and his Lionel layout. Alittle later "7y, 1 routes of the ETSWNC wander past a working railroad
in life, | worked with a man who built a huge, crossing signal alongside an 1870 barn painted "See Rock City."
highly-detailed O-scale layout in his basement A G-Scale version of the "See Rock City" barn is modeled on the
and | enjoyed watching him run it. It wasn’t until railroad, and can be seen under the red light in the photo above.
much later, though, after | had married Nagasiva o e Nl L R T —

at the stroke of midnight on January 1st, 2000,
that the inspiration struck me to build a train
layout of my own on our property in Forestville,
California. An area around a huge redwood
tree along the path to our Lucky Mojo Curio
Company metaphysical store seemed like an
ideal site for an outdoor layout.

But what kinds of features did | want to
have on the layout and what did | want to call
the railroad? As an adult, I've traveled to many
places around the U.S. and have ridden trains
and visited train museums whenever I've had

continued on next page
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Visitors to the ET&WNC take a bre

&

ak to chat on a stone bench alongside the railroad mainline.

Featured Layout: The Yronwode's Eastern Tennessee & Western Northern California GR News Original Content~ Garden Railroading News Page 8



Photo by Ken Brody 2014

Photo by Russ Miller 2014

Above: Catherine Yronwode positions BurmaShave signs for
the inaugural 2014 open house. Below: Car barn and house.

Photos by Russ Miller 2014

Featured Layout: The Yronwode's Eastern Tennessee & Western Northern California

d ties with grave-l- ballast to the top of the ties.

GR News Original Content

the opportunity. As a child, | rode the Southern
Pacific Daylight between Northern and Southern
California, but another location, the Appalachian
Mountains region of western North Carolina
and eastern Tennessee, particularly intrigued
me. Through this area ran the narrow gauge
East Tennessee and Western North Carolina
Railroad, the ET&WNC, affectionately known as
the “Tweetsie.” With a little research, | found that
along its route were various scenes and build-
ings that | thought would serve as a good basis
for my railroad. | also liked that area’s train his-
tory and the 1920s jug band music of Memphis,
Tennessee. So, keeping with this Southern
theme yet recognizing our home’s location in
northern California, | decided to call my railroad
the Eastern Tennessee and Western Northern
California Railroad. It is, of course, a fiction-

al railroad as obviously no real railroad ever
connected these two locations. Nevertheless,

| wanted to keep to the character of the real
Tweetsie and its 1919 to 1939 heyday.

Next came the question of how to get the
railroad built. | knew | would be good at adding
all the little details | wanted to include on the lay-
out, but | knew nothing about how to put down
track or make buildings. | learned that there is a
garden railway club in my area—the Redwood
Empire Garden Railway Society (REGRS). |
made contact with them, attended one of their
meetings, and met people who were not only
helpful but have been my friends ever since. We
broke ground on the layout early in 2014.

Nancy Norris, a train layout designer who
also wrote about landscaping in the old Garden
Railways Magazine, created the overall layout
continued on next page

Photo by Carla Brand Breitner 2023
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. design. Most of the hard work of layout construc-
M tion was then done by Bay Area garden railway
&¥ craftsman Daniel Smith. He built bridges and
tunnels, installed track, and constructed build-
“w % ings. Landscaping was added by Don and Becky
w @ Herzog, owners of the now closed Miniature
Plant Kingdom nursery, who selected, supplied,
and planted most of the vegetation. With all this
help, construction went quickly and, by midyear,
we were ready to host a REGRS meet.
Features of the Layout
As the layout now exists, there is over 300
feet of track on four separate lines, all designed
for running and watching trains. The longest
is the original dogbone mainline loop that runs
near the perimeter of the entire layout. A sec-
ond line, the Excursion Route, goes in a circle
around the redwood tree. Another loop, which
we call the Crystal Caverns Mine Line, was in-
spired by my memories of the 1950s Rainbow
Caverns Mine Train at Disneyland. It is for small
equipment only, as it travels through low tunnels
and a narrow ravine. Lastly, there is a point-to-
point streetcar line.
A nice feature of the overall layout is that
the tracks are all close to level, it is the scen-
ery around them that rises and falls. Five peb-
ble-lined streams run through the layout, pro-
viding eye appeal as well as water for our local
songbirds.
All four lines are track powered and most
of the track-powered locos are Bachmann

Photo by Ken Brody 2017

Photo by Carla Breind Breitner 2023

10-wheelers like ones that ran on the real bove: Low tunnels an tight curves call for small locos .
ET&WNC. Some 0-4-0s, rail trucks, and other and short mining cars in the Crystal Cavern Mines.
equipment are also in the fleet. | also have two Below: The trolley is barely vzszble in upper left in the background.

small, battery-powered diesel switchers and

continued on next page

Photo by John Cushman 2018

Photo by Ken Brody 2017

Modeled ﬂat cars carry glant produce The "hillside" formed along the redwood tree is pasture for a herd
prototyped in a period postcard collection. of cattle. No. 16 pulls a string of produce postcard flat cars.

Featured Layout: The Yronwode's Eastern Tennessee & Western Northern California GR News Original Content  Garden Railroading News Page 10
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Photo by Ken Brody 2017

Photo by Ken Brody 2023
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Featured Layout: The Yronwode's Eastern Tennessee & Western Northern California

1
would like to get additional battery-powered
locos. Additionally, | have a large collection of
USA trains billboard reefers, mostly ones with
agricultural motifs. Like many garden railroad-
ers, | am a bit loose on scale. If | like it and it
would look good with other things on the layout,
| buy it. My guidelines are the “10-foot rule” and
the desire to have fun.

There are many unique, scratch-built wood-
en buildings on the layout. Particularly note-
worthy is the Rock City barn. Actually, there
are two of them—the model on the layout and
our full-sized barn, both of them painted alike
and patterned after the Rock City barns once
common in the eastern U.S. and particularly in
the area through which the Tweetsie ran. There
were once over 900 of them, all said to have
been painted by one man, Clark Byers. You can
read more about him and the barns online and
in a book “Rock City Barns: A Passing Era” by
David B. Jenkins. Other special buildings on
the layout include the Cranberry General Store,
Linville Station, and the Linville Mine building,
all modeled after real buildings in the Tweetsie
country.

Operations, Maintenance, and Rebuilding
Up until COVID struck, we ran trains on the
layout almost every weekend for the enjoyment
of visitors to our Curio shop. One of our shop
workers took charge of this effort. This meant
leaving the buildings and other details outdoors
most of the time. Maintenance consisted large-
ly of picking up the debris falling from the big
redwood tree, pulling weeds, pruning the little
trees, cleaning the track, putting figures back
on their feet, and things like that. Since this was
all done on a regular basis, the layout usually

looked nice and trains ran fairly consistently.
continued on next page

Photo by Ken Brody 2023

A signal controls a railroad crossing in town.

GR News Original Content  Garden Railroading News Page 11



. Once we stopped running regularly, though,
W things deteriorated rather rapidly. When we

§# decided a year ago to have the layout open for

visitors as part of the 2023 National Garden

l.-”'w . Railway Convention here in the Bay Area, it was

- clear that a lot of work would be necessary and
that help would be needed to do it. We hired a
gardener to clean up the tree debris, pull weeds,
and repair the water system. Fortunately our
friends in REGRS volunteered to spend time on
most everything else.

Ken Brody checked out the locomotive and
rolling stock fleet, got most of the engines run-
ning, and installed metal wheels on the newest
freight cars. He also did major reconstruction on
the Cranberry General Store, which had suffered
from dry rot. Doug Lodge repaired the Linville
station, the Rock City barn, and several other
buildings. Dick Couden and Terry Strom, along
with Doug and Nagasiva, got the track in running
order. All in all, things came together well and we
had over 150 happy visitors for the convention.
With not too much additional work, we ran again
for a REGRS meet three months later.

We will be putting the more fragile buildings
and many of the little details away for this winter.
We hope, though, that we will be able to run on
a regular weekend schedule next year, especial-
ly if we can get a member of our shop staff to
help out as we did in the past. If you would like
to visit, we are located in Forestville, California,
and you can find our contact information and
more about our Curio shop at:
https://www.luckymojo.com/catalogue.html

*'.

Photo by Jeff Namba 2023

Photo by Mick Spilsbury 2023

Photo by Carla Brand Breitne 2023

Miniature trees and ferns frame the towns and homesteads on the railroad. Several brooks wander under bridges.

Featured Layout: The Yronwode's Eastern Tennessee & Western Northern California

GR News Original Content  Garden Railroading News Page 12
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Holiday Iraditions
With LGB 55y ot cuismes nemotes

72308 Christmas Train
Starter Set

Electric, ready-to-run starter set includes
everything needed to set up and run the
train, right out of the box.

36022 Christmas Car 36023 Christmas Car
for 2022 for 2023

36923 Christmas Car 24681 Christmas Truck
Exclusive edition for North America Reissue

Visit LGB.com to see the complete line of products.
Purchase from your favorite LGB® dealer today!

Email customerservice @marklin.com for a free Mew ltems catalog marklin.com / LGB.com
and to be directed to an LGB dealer. customerservice@marklin.com


http://lgb.com
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CLUB CORNER

Curated by Bill Derville, Past President
Rose City Garden Railway Society * Portland, Oregon

No two garden railroads are alike, and
we all enjoy many and varied aspects of the
hobby. Yet one of the great strengths of our
hobby is the sense of community—and that
sense of community is fostered by our con-
ventions where garden modelers meet up with
live steamers and modular display builders to
share ideas.

Like many of you, my wife and | have en-
joyed attending nearly every national garden
railway convention since 2002. We enjoy visit-
ing people’s gardens and seeing the railroads
they have built in them more than anything
else. The vendor hall, the BBQ event and the
many diverse clinics also add to making the
convention a wonderful vacation.

At conventions, | have gotten many ideas on
improving my own railroad and refueled my en-
ergy to go home and get started with renewed
vigor on new railroad projects.

It appears there will not be a national con-
vention in 2024. It is not an easy task to spon-
sor a national convention. It requires two to
three years of work by club members dedicated
to hosting a convention. The one thing most
conventions have is a lot of garden railways to
visit over several days.

explain their railroads to interested
visitors and families can introduce their children to railroading.

Most conventions make money, but not all
of them, so while there can be financial re-
ward, there is also risk for a club. It is a large
financial commitment to host a convention.

It requires contracting with a hotel for guest
rooms, clinic rooms, and a BBQ and banquet
with speaker. It requires renting space for the
vendor hall. Some attendees do not want to
drive to layouts, so it requires renting buses to
transport them to the layouts and the BBQ. A
website is needed for distributing information
about the convention and registering con-
vention attendees. A booklet with information
about all the layouts, clinics and the schedule
is printed and given to all attendees. | am well
aware of these requirements as | was the
chairman of the 2019 National Convention in
Portland Oregon.

It is my hope that 2024 will be the only year
| can’t attend a convention. But there is an al-
ternative. For many years, when the National
Convention was in the Midwest or East Coast,
a club in the West Coast would often host a
regional meet. | usually attended both the na-
tional convention and the regional meet.

These regional meets consisted of several
days of visiting local layouts. There were no

continued on next page
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Share your ideas with me by email at bill@derville4.com and your club's experiences may be in a future column.
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buses. The meet often included a BBQ or ca-
tered meal, either at a park where there were
ride-on trains or at a layout with room to ac-
commodate a meal for everyone who attended.
It also included a booklet with names, address-
es, descriptions, and a picture of each layout
open, and a meet schedule. There were no
vendors involved, no ice cream social, no clin-
ics, no buses, no website, and no contracted
hotel. Usually a single hotel was recommend-
ed, but there were others listed as alternatives.
A small registration fee covered costs for print-
ing, web support, and such.

Several clubs in other parts of the country
have hosted these regional meets. Some clubs
plan visits to clubs in other parts of the country.
The Florida Garden Railway Society is invited
to an event in Ohio in September 2024 after
Florida hosted the Ohio club members for a
winter visit.

Hosting a regional is a great way to encour-
age members to build a railroad or upgrade
their current layout. Regional meets involve
no major financial involvement and very few

HOT DEALS ON

NGRC 2023
CONVENTION CARS

1Car $75 (25% Saving)

2 Cars $140 (30% Saving)
3 Cars $180 (40% Saving)
4 Cars $220 (45% Saving)
Plus Shipping

Shipping to N. America Only

Or pick up in the
San Francisco Bay Area

Club Corner « September/October 2023
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events, but they are a lot of fun and a way to
stimulate garden railroading in your region.
Think about hosting one... and showing off
your layouts to appreciative modelers. S

Garden Railroading News will do our best
to advise our readers of all regional meets for
free, and | am sure that the regionals would
welcome people from anywhere to register
for their event. Send your regional meet infor-
mation to: editor@GRNews.org — and make
plans to attend a regional meet sometime in
2024.

Wi
A Regional can gather at a local
train museum or ride-on.

TR T

JULY | -8, 2023 ~—

SAN FRANCISCO NAY AREA

—_—

The NGRC Convention Car is
A CUSTOM USA TRAINS BOX CAR

All are brand new
Shipped in their original boxes

Order yours today at
www.BAGRS.org/store

Supplies are limited
When they are gone, they are gone!
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. . Accucraft* AMS*AML
Revolution Blunami Recelvers Kadee*Bridgewerks*Bachmann
194.89eqa Phoenix Sound
g 8 System E $ *Splitjaw Railclamps*Piko*LGB
*USA Trains Revolution
*Rail Pro* Tsunami2-Blunami

Onboard Receiver w/sound
$99.89ea .
Trackside Receiver w/ Rail Pro
PWZO;;LO; 50 We Install Sound and I_Hw?fésggcdoatm"?r $$216572-%%
. -=7o- n eceiver q
Remote Control AM-1 Accessory Controller $66.89
Systems CI-1 Computer Interface $34.89

Prices Subject to Change Without Notice.

We Buy Collections!

Now in Stock
Bachmann
Dash-9s
$769.89%ea

Coming in April
American Mainline
1:29th Scale
50ft High Cube
Box Cars
Die Cast Metal Trucks
With Steel Wheels
Body Mount & Truck Mount
Knuckle Couplers
$156.00ea

Coming Soon!
AML GP60s
$849.00 w/sound
$659.00 no sound
Battery & Wireless
Ready

R5 RH Man Switch $74.39 USA Trains
an Switc - SD40-2 Coming Soon $411.89 For all your Battery
R5 LH Man Switch $74.39 F7A, GP30, 38, GP7/9 $e110 all your Batt

R7 RH Man Swi $123.99 4
R7LH Man Swi $123.99 FEF-3 Northern Locomotive $3699.89

Box Cars $79.99 Heavyweight Passenger Cars ~ $281.89 HJE 14.8v 3350mah Lithium $59.89
Ore Cars $103.99 Heavyweight Observation $291.89 HJE 14.8v 6700mah Lithium $88.89

Rih-Side Hopper $63.99 HJE 18.5v 3350mah Lithium $69.89

R R o D Intermodal Car $224.89 HJE 18.5v 6700mah Lithium $104.89
rs awiie or - 3-unit Intermodal Car $292.89 HJE 14.8v Battery Ch $26.89

R3 Brs Switch RH or LH $91.89 Containers $52.89 -0V battery Charger .

Brs Rail 4ft (6pcs) $152.89 R HJE 18.5v Battery Charger $26.89
R3 Brs Curve 16000 (box) $149.89 6 Pack Containers $309.89

R5 Brs Curve 18000 (box) $179.89

Business Hours M -T -T - F 10:00am - 4:30pm Wed 1:30pm-4:30pm Central Time
873 Funkhouser Drive Albion, IL 62806

618-446-2970 info@rlidhobbies.com
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— By Richard Murray

BortanNicaL NaME: Ilex serrata ‘Koshobai’

Common Name: Finetooth holly,
Japanese winterberry

USDA HARDINESS ZONE: 5 (down to -20° F)

Article from: Bay Area Garden Railway Society Trellis & Trestle February 2020  www.bagrs.org Garden Railroading News Page 17

The most outstanding characteristic of ‘Koshobai’ is the
proliferation of teenie-weenie red berries which are smaller
than BB’s. The berries are so small as to be almost cute. I
know of no other berry producing plant that has smaller
berries. The berries appear in late fall after small white
flowers appear in the spring. Another nice thing about this
holly is that it is self fertilizing, meaning that no male plant
pollinator is needed. As is shown in this December photo,
this dwarf plant is deciduous. When the leaves do appear in
the early spring, the new growth is purple tinged. Its small
narrow leaves then turn green after a short time. In ten years
time, the plant will grow to a round ball about two feet tall.

Its cultural needs are somewhat similar to azaleas. It likes
well drained acid soil. It does best with regular watering.
The literature says the plant does well in part sun to full
sun. My experience indicates that the plant prefers a little
bit of sun (but not too much) in the morning. This is the
third or fourth attempt for me to grow ‘Koshobai.” The first
attempt was in full sun, and the plant had no growth over a
period of several years. The next couple of attempts were in
almost full shade. They died in the first or second year. Of
course, it didn’t help that raccoons liked to dig up the plant.
The present plant is doing quite well in some morning sun.
To prevent digging by the local animal residents, I have had
to place some wire screen over the dirt for this plant and
about ten other new plants that have fresh dirt. (The screen
was removed for the photo.)

The plant is native to Japan and China. Sadly, ‘Koshobai’ is
rather rare in nurseries. I found mine at Don Herzog's Min-
iature Plant Kingdom in Sebastopol. There were only a few
left, and supposedly they are about 25 years old.

‘Koshobai’ is a delightful plant that evokes the question
from visitors, “What’s that?”” It makes an excellent bonsai
or container plant. Of course, it works great in garden
railroads, too. In summary, this whimsical plant is one of
my favorites.

[Ed. Note: Don Herzog has retired, but may still have a few
miniature ‘Koshobai.” His email is donjherzog@gmail.com.]

every scale!
Trainz.com

Downsizing?
Sellmytrains.com

1-866-285-5840
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— By Richard Murray

BotanicaL NAME: Lotus berthelotii
CommonN NaME: Parrot’s beak

USDA HARDINESs ZoNE: 10 (down to 35° F)
Sunset ZoNE: 9, 1324

Parrot’s beak is a delightful evergreen perennial that does well in man}]f
parts of the Bay Area. In colder winter areas of the Bay Area the plant
can be treated as an annual, or if the plant is in a pot, it can be brought
inside during winter. The stunning, brightly colored flowers have a bit
of a tropical feel. It flowers heavily for a long period during spring.
Thereafter and throughout the growing season, it seems to alternate
heavy flowering with no flowering every 3 to 4 weeks. Because it
produces such a heavy amount of flowers, the plant can benefit from
regular fertilization. Warning: Seed is poisonous if ingested.

It likes full sun. The plant should be watered regularly, but it does not
tolerate soggy soil. It’s better to let the top layer of soil dry out before
watering. Otherwise, the plant may suffer root rot. It is important to
have good drainage. Older branches should be cut back to produce
bushiness. The width of the plant is about 2 to 3 feet and its height is
about 6 inches. Its flowers are about 1% inches long and about % inch
wide. My plant has orange flowers, but red flowers are also available.
The plant looks great hanging over baskets or cascading over rock walls.

The plant is native to the Canary Islands. Although it is widely
cultivated by nurseries, it is either extinct in the wild or persists as just
a few individuals. In 1884 it was already classed as “exceedingly rare.”
Collection of plants has probably hastened its decline. The flower shape
resembles parrot beaks and is believed to be an adaptation for bird
pollination. Bird pollination is infrequent, so the plant has adapted by
having extended flower lifespans.

The plant has been the winner of the prestigious “Award of Garden
Merit” by the Royal Horticultural Society.

You supply the rocks and plants.
We'll supply the rest. Nearly 700 G-Scale Items!

The Best Track on the Market

PIKO R/C - Simple, Reliable R/C PIKO G Digital - Complete . PIKD G-Track - Your trains
for Track or Battery Power Wireless DCC System should roll on the best!

PIKO America - 877-678-4449

liego, TA 2120

Article from: Bay Area Garden Railway Society Trellis & Trestle September 2018~ www.bagrs.org Garden Railroading News Page 18
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Mick Spilsbury, Marketing Director for Garden Railroading News, visited the Hudson Valley in New York recently. In
between visits to some of the area's garden railroads, Mick explored a number of antique shops and found a G-Scale
sized log cabin and an additional canon for the security forces on his Black Canyon Drinking & Mining Railroad Co.
Keep your eyes open and you can find G-Scale details for your railroad in unexpected places.

Photos by Mick Spilsbury

Valley Train
Station

13780 Pipeline Ave
Chino CA 91710

#Upgrade fo higher quality wheels!
y q |

F . il

Easy Installation
Reliable on all large-scale track

PO Box 1722-N, Thousand Oaks CA 91358
805-492-5858 » M-F, 9-5PST

Dwarf and Miniature Plants

Phone: 909-902-5351
FAX:909-902-5352

Hours: 10 to 6 Tues—Sat

G Scale Only!

www.trainwheels.com
glraymond@earthlink.net

NOT ALL METAL WHEELS ARE CREATED EQUAL"

miniforest.com
847 217 7524

Slot Cars too!

Create Beautiful Scenery
for your model railroad displays

= -y
Hot Wire Foam Factory tools and products

are perfect for turning foam into detailed
model railroad landscapes!

Get 10% ol with code GRMHWFF10

* Bachudes CNE Mochines

1-866-735-9255
www.HWFF.com

Mot Wire

TT..I o Tactor LT

Buy It When You See It: Anfique Shop Finds GR News Original Content Garden Railroading News Page 19
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LOCO OF THE EDITION

Best displayed in Two-Page View.

The Baldwin Quadruplex
A 1/32 Scale Live Steam Loco
by Bill Allen

In 1915 Baldwin built three 2-8-8-8-2 Triplex locomotives for the Erie Railroad, and another 2-8-8-8-4 Triplex for
the Virginian Railroad in 1916. Initial results were apparently promising, for Baldwin patented plans to build an
even more monstrous loco—a Quadruplex, 2-8-8-8-8-2 or four engines in one. George R. Henderson was the
designer. A machine of this length could not be built with a rigid boiler, so note the bellows connection in the
middle. The design used a ball joint connection.

www.uspto.gov

Loco of the Edition: Bill Allen's Baldwin Quadruplex Locomotive #4444 ~ GR Neaws Original Content

The designer recognized that forward vision wouldn't be too good if you had to
squint along the length of such a boiler, so the loco was a cab forward. The driver
was to communicate with the fireman at the back by means of a voicepipe.
Baldwin Locomotive Works seriously intended to build this monster, but after it
became clear that the Triplex was a failure, there were no customers.

My design was very similar to the original drawing except that rather than having
one firebox in the rear, a hollow ball joint in the middle, and a smokebox in the
front, | have two boilers joined at the smokebox with the ball joint separating the
two. This results in four stacks, one for each engine. The boilers are locomotive
design with ceramic burners fueled by butane. All eight cylinders are working.
They are %-inch bores with Walschaerts valving.

continued on next page
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Some interesting specs are: 44 wheels,
two cabs, two boilers, two tenders,
four safeties, four whistles, ten servos
for RC on direction, speed, cylinder
drains, and whistle.

| believe this to be the largest and most
powerful G-gauge engine in the world.
The scale is 1/32, minimum diameter
15 feet. It weighs 60 pounds without
the second tender.
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Video of the quadruplex can be viewed at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w4KhJDID6w4

Submit your scratch built, modified, weathered or detailed—unique in some way— loco.
Send your photos and write-up to Editor@GRNews.org or Marketing@GRNews.org.

Loco of the Edition: Bill Allen's Baldwin Quadruplex Locomotive #4444 ~ GR News Original Content
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F < THE WORLD'ES LARGEST STOEE POR MODEL BSTEAM TRAIN SUPFLIES
L VE STEA'M ST‘A‘TIQN I'JL_ ACTAMDRATT - ARFTEE GODEY - MANITUAN - S OO - AREYLE LOCO WS B

Southern Pacific P8 @ LNER B1 USRA Mikado Heavy GWR 43xx 2-6-0
1:32, Alcohol or Butane 1:32, Alcohol Fired v 1:32, Alcohol Fired w/ 6 Free Cars 1:32, Butane, Green and Black
Kit $3995, RTR $4495 Kit $3100, RTR $3600 Kit $4400, RTR $5500 Kit $2695, RTR $2895

N&W 4-8-4 J-Class BR Standard 5MT ¥ Tiger 0-6-0 with Tender il Kerr Stuart ‘Victory’
1:32, Alcohol Fired or Electric 1:32, Alcohol Fired e wonae 1:32, Alcohol Fired axTen vonay 1:32, Butane Fired
Alcohol $5950, Electric $5250 RTR $4600 Kit $3250, RTR $380@ ) RTR $1100

D&RGW C-25 H D&RGW C-18 @ . Baldwin “Mabel” 0-6-0T @ Ruby #1 0-4-0T @ H
1:20.3, Coal or Butane 1:20.3, Butane Ceramic 1:20.3, Butane Fired 1:20.3, Butane Fired
RTR $5250 $3200-$3600 Kit $1249, RTR $1499 Black, Red, Blue and Brown

1 Kit $649, RTR $699

New 2022

£18:0

‘Cranmore’ Peckett Lawley 4-4-0 @ H “Talyllyn” Railway 0-4-2ST Alichin MARITRAK
1:19, Butane Fired 1:19, Butane Fired 1:19, Butane Ejred E 1.5” Scale, Butane Firg

Kit $1695 RTR $3395 RTR $1700 J RTR $3800

RTR $1795

Shay 13T Forney SR&RL & WW&F @ “Train Bleu” CIWL Sleeper &z i sisict BR Mk1 Passenger Cars H
1:20.3, Butane Fired 1:13.7, Butane or Coal i 1:32, Brass 1:32, Plastic body, Metal Trcks

Kit $1995, RTR $2145 Butane $3200, Coal $4200 $950/Car, $3800/Set of 4 $295/Car

New 2022 L

il

L&SWR Coaches Ft M ek Jackson & Sharp Coach AR Logging Disconnects ARS Gondola AR
1:32, Brass 1:20.3, Ball Bearing Trucks, Lighting 1:20.3, Plastic Body, Metal Trucks 1:20.3, Plastic Body, Metal Trucks
$800/Car, $3040/Set of 4 Cars $295/Car $135/Car $170/Car

[ amm———————— e

GP60/GP60M ARL 3-Bay Hopper AL High Cube Box Cars ARL Whitcomb 45T ACCUCRAFT
1:29, DCC & Sound Option 1:29, Plastic Body, Metal Trucks 1:29, Plastic Body, Metal Trucks 7.5” Gauge, 2.5” Scale
$649 Base model, $849 Sound $160/Car $160/Car $10,250 ’

2 TN
i ,

Plymouth Il AGCUGRAET RGS #6 Goose ACCUCRAFT 2-4-0 7.5" Gauge Ride-on  aecucears Code 332 Rail ARL
2.5” Scale, 7.5” Gauge e 2.5" Scale, 7.5” Gauge 2.5” Scale, Coal Fired Brass and Alum Rail System
$3800 5 $4950 Kit $15000 RTR $18000 i

2 l-': w

LIVE STEAM STATION | 33260 CENTRAL AVE, UNION CITY, CA 94587 | TEL: (510) 324-3399 | WWW.LIVESTEAMSTATION.COM



http://www.livesteamstation.com

23

WHAT THE HECK IS G-SCALE?!

by Paul Wagner, Florida Garden Railway Society Newsletter Editor

Mick Spilsbury jogged my memory back to this subject with his great article in the November/
December 2022 issue of Garden Railroading News about his visit to the United Kingdom, where he vis-
ited garden railroaders running on G gauge track; he mentioned that many in the UK were modeling in
16mm scale, which runs on “0” gauge track to simulate 2-foot gauge real trains.

FGRS member Peter Thornton then expanded on the diversity of scales in use in the UK in an article
in the July/August issue of GR News. Pete provided the details of the 16mm scale running on 0 gauge
track, and also described and showed pictures of an impressive large scale version of the same 1:22.5
scale that LGB offers as meter gauge trains, but this wider gauge represents an accurate rendition of
“standard gauge” full-sized trains and runs on #3 gauge track measuring 2-1/2” between rails!

— Paul Wagner

Shortly after purchasing my first “G” gauge train set back in 1998, | returned to the hobby shop to buy a “G-Scale”
ruler. My eyes must have grown three sizes larger when the man at the counter asked, “Do you want one for 1:20.3;
1:22.5; 1:24; 1:29; or 1:327?!...” | don’t remember what my response was, but | certainly didn’t buy a ruler. It took me
quite a while to work out what he was talking about, and | have heard this dilemma repeated often by other garden

railroaders, even some who have been at it for quite a while.

LGB 0-4-0T
DR #99 5001

‘Accucraft 2-8-2 K-27
Mikado D&RGW. #455 .

[ 3
i

i i '. _r_"
1:20.3 (Fn3) Scale.
Correct for 3-foot
gauge on 45mm
track.

1:22.5 Scale.
Correct for
European meter
gauge on 45mm
track.

This ain’t the way we did it in “O” gauge, “HO” gauge,
or even “N” gauge. With those, when you got a train that
fit the track, you knew what scale it was, and the acces-
sories you bought for it were the right size. So how did
we get all these different size trains all running on “G”
gauge track — 45mm between the railheads — more
properly called “Gauge 1”? And how do we decide what
scale we want to model?

As Pete Thornton pointed out in his article in the July/
August issue of GR News, garden railways and 45mm
gauge started in the 1890s in Germany, when Marklin
specified standards for Gauges 1, 2, 3 and 4. He goes
on to tell us that Gauge 1 [45mm—approximately 1%
inches between the rails], which later also became
known as “G” gauge, became the most common size,

What the Heck is G-Scale?!

- Aristocraft/Delton
Classic 2-8-0 C-16 ~ Mikado PRR #762

L,

T il < T LT P o
1:24 Scale. Often
used, but slightly

undersized, for 3-foot

gauge on 45mm track.

Correct for 42" gauge.

GR News Original Content
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MTH 4-6-6-4 -
Challenger UP #3697

Aristocraft 2-8-2
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1
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Photo by Paul Wagner

k

1:29 Scale. Close,
but slightly over-
sized for standard
gauge on 45mm
track.

1:32 Scale.
Correct for stan-
dard gauge on
45mm track.

and that Gauge 1 models were produced at 1/32nd scale
(36":1 foot) which is the correct scale for real Standard
Gauge trains.

Then, in the early part of the 20th Century, Lionel de-
veloped a line of large scale trains that didn’t adhere to
any of the standards established by Marklin. Lionel ad-
mittedly approached the issue of scale indifferently, but
1/29th was the nominal designation for their scale size.
Lionel ran on a track gauge of 24" between rails, which
they dubbed “Standard Gauge” and was roughly correct
to model real railroad Standard Gauge at 1:29 scale. For
many years, Lionel's “Standard Gauge” trains dominated
the model electric train business. The Lionel trains of
that period were stamped and brightly painted “tin plate.”

continued on next page
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As customers wanted more realistic trains, die cast models came into favor, which

" were only practical in O-Scale or smaller, and “Standard Gauge” trains faded away

by the time of World War Il.

So far, all was well and good with gauge and scale consistency. Then in 1968,
LGB (Lehmann Gross Bahn) introduced its new innovative Large Scale train line at
the Nuremberg, Germany, Toy Fair. Instead of continuing with 1:32 trains running
on Gauge 1 track, the focus of the LGB line was a European Narrow Gauge train in
1/22.5 scale running on a conceptually Standard Gauge track — 45mm gauge or
Gauge 1. This gave an oversized look to the trains, and the line was a runaway suc-
cess. LGB used the scale of Gauge 3 (1:22.5) on Gauge 1 track in order to represent
Meter Gauge prototypes, which were common in Germany.

So things began to get complicated for folks who wanted to run trains on Gauge 1
track.

But wait, there’s more!

As recalled online in 1997 by Lewis Polk of Aristocraft fame, he and his father,
Nat, saw the new LGB trains at the 1968 Nuremberg Toy Fair. Nat Polk had been a
key figure in distributing the Lionel “Standard Gauge” trains, and immediately recog-
nized the same "Wow!" factor and the impact the line would have on the marketplace.
Nat tried to become the U.S. importer of these new trains, but was beaten to the
punch by another importer who had gotten into the Fair a day early and made a deal.

It wasn’t until 1987 that Nat and Lewis began contemplating a new train line in
Large Scale. Lewis’ stated mission was to make a Standard Gauge train of the post-
1900 era, which was the dominant sales category in all other gauges of model trains,
while at that time, LGB was committed to 1:22.5 scale Narrow Gauge only.

Offering a competing line of Standard Gauge produced in 1:22.5 scale would be
too large and impractical to produce as a mass production item and, most import-
ant, would not run on the same track; it would be Gauge 3 with 24" between rails.
1:32 scale Standard Gauge trains were possible, but the size did not have the same
oversized "Wow!" factor and were not visually compatible with LGB trains. Finally,
Nat counseled the use of 1/29th scale running on Gauge 1 track. He reasoned that
this would let them be compatible in size with the established product line LGB had
already achieved in almost 20 years of marketing. Nat felt that by using modern injec-
tion mold techniques that had not been available to Lionel in the 1930’s, the Standard
Gauge size train could make a come-back. Standard Gauge in the U.S. meant 1/29th
scale and the Polks wanted a purely American concept that would make the sales pie
larger, rather than just slice the same pie further down.

Around the same time, other manufacturers offered G-Scale trains. Bachmann
brought out their 1:22.5 Narrow Gauge Big Haulers, Charles Ro produced USA
Trains Standard Gauge in 1/29th scale; LGB added Standard Gauge items closer to
1:29 even if not marketed that way.

In the meantime, Delton, Kalamazoo, Hartland, and others added to the mix by
producing Gauge 1 trains in 1:24 scale, right in the middle of the other scales. For
some of the smaller prototypes such as from the early American period, these were
also visually compatible, and were followed by the production of smaller prototypes in
1:24 by USA Trains, and even by Aristocraft.

All this production resulted in compatible trains that can be mixed amongst all
manufacturers, which have become popular with hobbyists who like to run all sorts of
trains together, and just have fun!

Another scale gradually found favor among those who only wanted to model
American 3-foot gauge trains—1:20.3, which is exactly the correct scale for 3-foot
gauge. Strictly speaking, it can be a little jarring to see a 1:20.3 locomotive alongside
one from the other scales. The 3-foot gauge rolling stock prototypes were some of
the smallest trains ever built, and, in 1:20.3, they will tower over some of the largest

standard gauge ones built in 1:29 or 1:32 when seen side by side.
continued on next page
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Two-foot gauge modelers build in 7/8th—
1:13.7 and their models tower over other scales.
Manufacturers modeling Maine's two-foot Sandy
River & Langely take scale liberties to offer models
compatible with their other trains.

True Standard Gauge purists wanted 1:32
trains to run. Manufacturers such as MTH Railking
One Gauge, Aster and Accucraft brought out trains
to meet this demand.

So there we have the large and small of it!
Which is the best scale for you? Should you refuse
to buy a new locomotive you really like because it
is not a scale that matches exactly the ones you
are already running?

Probably the most concise article ever written
about the technical differences and implications
of the various scales used on Gauge 1 track was
written by Vance Bass in an article published in the
October 2011 issue of Garden Railways magazine.
He encouraged his readers to carefully choose
a gauge and scale—and stick to it—to produce
a realistic model railroad. If having even slight
mismatches in apparent scale, period, and style
offend your senses, then you will certainly be hap-
pier taking Mr. Bass’ advice.

But if you have favorite engines and train cars
in many scales, and want to run them together or
separately on your Gauge 1 layout, | think that is
fine! Model railroading has room for all sorts of
interests and approaches to the hobby. When you
see a model that really lights your lights, regard-
less of its scale or prototypical accuracy, that’s one
you should buy and proudly run on your layout!

It took me a few years in G-Scale to decide that
1:29 big steam standard gauge is what lights my
lights, and | enjoy adhering as close as possible
to that scale in most everything | own. | don’t run
the LGB or Kalamazoo or Bachmann Big Haulers
on my layout. | would run the 1:32 Bachmann
switcher if | ever get it converted to battery power.
And yes, | did buy a scale ruler, but not for many
years. | keep a few 1:29 <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>