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Photo by Ken Brody

Above: On the Fourth of July, this parade, one of the many highly detailed scenes
on Dart and Dottye Rinefort’s OS&F Railroad, marches down the streets of
Loganville past a grandstand full of spectators. ® San Rafael, California
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Below: A collie stands watch as this father and son fishing duo test their luck in the stream paralleling
a mainline of Todd & Linda Brody's Tortoise & Lizard Bash Railroad. ® North Tustin Hills, California
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Photo by Carla Brand Breitner
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WE SUGGEST.. \\
Somethin g New~

Mark Your Calendar Now for the
2025 National Garden Railway
Convention June 18-21, 2025
in Sacramento, California

Plan to visit garden railroad layouts, attend clinics, and
find new products in the vendor hall. See old friends
and make new ones while sharing a love for G-Scale.

Website at ngrc2025.0rg coming soon.

Start 2024 in New Zealand at the
14th New Zealand Garden Railway
Convention January 20-22, 2024
in Wairapapa, New Zealand

Layout tours will visit twelve gardens, some with mul-
tiple layouts on display. Evening activities will include
several seminars, sales tables, meals and more.

For information, contact: warren.stringer@xtra.co.nz

News & Notes

GR News Original Content

Plan a Regional Meet in 2024}

There have been no bids for the 2024 or 2026 Na-
tional Garden Railway Conventions. Garden Rail-
roading News encourages clubs to consider holding
a Regional Get-Together in 2024. We believe that the
community formed when garden railroaders gather
together adds to the pleasure of our hobby.

A Regional can be as simple as announcing a one-
day event like the Columbus Garden Railway Society
layout tours, including the Paul Busse-designed public
railroad at Franklin Park Conservatory, on Septem-
ber 10 this year. [See page 6.] You could expand to
include several days of layout tours with a social hall
or ride-on railroad as a hub. A meal (or two) can

be catered or club-provided. Local G-Scale retailers
could set up to sell if you have a central hall.

The Midwest Garden Railway Gathering held by
Central lowa Garden Railway Society this past June
serves as an example. They had layout tours, work-
shops, swap meet with local vendors, two social
gatherings, and even included a 1:1 railroad tour and
a ride-on. Visitors came from as far away as Minne-
sota. The club held a well-attended public layout tour
the final day.

If your club wants to hold a Regional in 2024, contact
editor@GRNews.org and we at Garden Railroading
News can help you reach out for advice to clubs that
have held large events. Once you have dates, GR
News will be happy to share event and registration
information. Just remember that we only publish six
times a year, so give us plenty of notice. You can also
post your event on GR News Facebook.

In this Internet age, shopping websites allow us to
shop outside of a physical location, but do not have
the satisfaction of a hands-on examination of your
possible purchase. YouTube offers demonstration vid-
eos on virtually everything, but without the Q&A that
an in-person clinic provides. Layout videos let us visit
and see railroads from different perspectives, but limit
our view to the camera person's choices. Regionals, in
contrast, allow attendees to enjoy the comraderie of
a convention, but with lower costs for the local club(s)
involved. Any club planning a day-long group layout
tour could consider inviting their region to the tour...
and expanding the day to include a learning and/or
social event.

A Regional does not need to have all the elements of
a convention. Local clubs may not have the ability to
pre-book a hotel, print a program, or hire buses for
tours, but even a day of layout tours shared outside
your club provides a chance to show off your layouts,
offer face-to-face advice, meet new friends, and dis-
cover new techniques to apply to our railroads.

Email editor@GRNews.org with your
questions and with events to share.

Garden Railroading News Page 4




Alaskan Adventure Comes in a
PIKO America Starter Set;
Golf Cart Transport Available Now

Share your travel tales from Alaska and British Colum-
bia while setting up and running a White Pass & Yukon
Railroad starter set from PIKO. The 0-6-0 steam loco-
motive with box car and caboose could have carried
supplies during World War Il for the US Army's Alaska
Highways project or transported mining supplies to
British Columbia. The set includes a full circle of R1
2-foot radius track, a transformer, and an RC control-
ler with pocket remote for forward/reverse, speed,
and stop. Two track magnets activate bell and whistle
analog sounds. The locomotive comes with an engineer
figure in the detailed cab and a 5-volt smoke system.

38109 Whl’re Pass & Yukon RR
Starter Set with Remote

Lk Tk

38789 Golf Cart Transport

For those railroaders who model post-40s railroads,
PIKO-America is receiving a realistically detailed Golf
Cart Transport this week. Two G-Scale golf carts travel
on a flat car with removable side boards.

More information at: www.piko-america.com

Bachmann Shows G-Scale Bethlehem
Steel 100T Hoppers at the National
Garden Railway Convention

Due to arrive before year's end, these 100-Ton hoppers
will be available with two numbers for CSX, Union
Pacific, and Norfolk Southern. A Pennsylvania Power &
Light hopper will also be coming. Look for these to run
behind your GE Dash 9 locomotive.

More information will be soon be at:
www.bachmanntrains.com

News & Notes

GR News Original Content

Track Maintenance Set
Soon to Arrive from Marklin/LGB

Mérklin/LGB will send this Gauge 1 crew of contempo-
rary track maintenance men to dealers in late fall, just
in time to take their tools trackside to repair damage
from summer storms. The 30-piece set, a tribute to the
former firm Hibner, includes six figures, gas cylinders,
transport crates, various tools, and signs.

More information at: www.marklin.com

56408 Track Laying Gang with tools & signs

Accucraft C-18, 13T Two-Truck Shay,
and Mabel at the 2023 National

Garden Railway Convention & the
2023 National Summer Steamup

Accucraft's latest locomotives steamed around the live
steam tracks in Santa Clara and Lodi this summer.
Multiple D&RGW Class C-18 2-8-Os, in livery and unlet-
tered, made long circuits at both the National Conven-
tion and the Summer Steamup. The 2-6-2 Mabel and
the re-engineered 0-4-0 Ruby both charmed spectators
as they steamed past.

A prototype 13T two-truck Shay, expected late winter,
made several test runs on a tight radius oval during the
National Summer Steamup. The Shay drew an audi-
ence as it pulled four loaded logging cars and a shorty
caboose.

More information at: www.livesteamstation.com

Unlettered D&RGW C-18 2-8-0 Consolidation

Garden Railroading News Page 5



The Train Department Introduces
a New Bowande Live Steam 1:20.3
0-6-0 Locomotive From a Baldwin
Locomotive Works Design

Jason Kovacs of The Train Department proposed

that Bowande model the “Chas Kohler,” construction
number 7362 ordered June 1884 from the catalog of
Baldwin Locomotive Works. This class 6-10D 0-6-0
locomotive with tender, built for Challenge Mills in
Yuba County, California, was that mill's first locomotive
and was used to haul flat cars of slab lumber and logs
on a railway totaling a mere six miles. A wildfire in
1886 destroyed much of the mill and railway, but the
right of way, cuts and trestle remains can still be found
near the town of Challenge today.

The butane-fired model
features slide valve cylinders
with a V2" bore, full working
Stephenson valve gear, a
ceramic burner in a sealed
firebox, etched brass body-
work, fully bushed chassis
and rods, a high level of
detail and fidelity to the pro-
totype. Boiler fittings include
a 60psi pop safety valve,
sight glass, internal throttle
with a dry pipe in the dome
and a goodall valve along
with a V2" pressure gauge.
Lubricator is a dead leg style |
mounted in the cab for easy
access. An over-sized fuel
tank in the cab provides a
long duration runtime.

"Chas Kohler" 0-6-0

locomotive with tender

Soddle Tcnk
0-6-0 locomotive
For an alternative look, the engine is also available
with saddle tanks and no tender.

To learn more, go to: thetraindepartment.com

Find Garden Railroading News Online
www.GRNews.org
facebook.com/groups/gardenrailroadingenews
facebook.com/groups/gardenrailroadingcommunity
instagram.com/GRNewsimages
youtube.com/channel/UCmuyDnk2QRylelQIAMFXrJw

Print a copy on demand: Go to:
www.blurb.com/user/GRNewsEditor
or
www.blurb.com/bookstore.

Use the magnifying glass to search for
"GR News" to find (and order) all issues.

News & Notes

GR News Original Content

Combine "Steam to Victory" at the
Age of Steam Roundhouse museum
with the Columbus Garden Railway
Society Annual Home Tour and

a Paul Busse Fantasy Railroad &5’

The Columbus Garden Railway Society in Ohio would
like to invite railway friends from afar to their annual
backyard home tour on Sunday September 10th, 2023.

Columbus Garden Railway Society Annual Home Tour
Sunday, September 10, 2023 (1pm to 5pm)
thecgrs.org

TRk |

While you are in town, plan to spend an afternoon at
Franklin Park Conservatory and enjoy the Paul Busse
garden railroad built of natural materials. 1,100+ feet of
track run high and low past Fairytale Land, Wild West
Town, European Travels, and the "Who Lives Here?"
animal-inspired houses.

Paul Busse Garden Railway at Franklin Park Conservatory
1777 E. Broad Street Columbus, OH 43203
Daily (10am to 5em)
www.fpconservatory.org
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Arrive by September 8 or ? and commemorate the role
of railroads in achieving victory in World War II. Ex-
plore the railroad equipment and World War Il military
vehicles on display. Learn from the living history reen-
actors. Take a short train ride and Roundhouse tours.

Age of Steam Roundhouse Museum
"Steam to Victory" Event
213 Smokey Lane Rd SW, Sugarcreek, OH 44681
September 8 & 9, 2023 (10am to 6pm)
www.ageofsteamroundhouse.org

There is much to do for a long weekend in Columbus.

Please let our advertisers know you appreciate
their support for
Garden Railroading News.
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E-Iilf_alrl The Train Journey at
" EnterTRAINment Junction

By Bill Mefford, West Chester, Ohio
with additions & photos from the
EnterTRAINment website:
entertrainmentjunction.com

EnterTRAINment Junction, in West Chester,
Ohio, has the largest G-Scale train display in
the world! Ninety 1/24th-scale trains run auto-
matically over two miles of track, following a
panoramic journey through three distinct times in
U.S. history in a 25,000 square-foot interactive
display.

Following four years of planning, financing,
design and construction, a long-time dream
came true in August of 2008 when Cincinnati
businessman Don Oeters opened the doors to
EnterTRAINment Junction, home to a multi-lev-
el indoor G-Scale model train display which is
amazing for both its size and detail.

Upon entering EnterTRAINment Junction,
visitors immediately are whisked back to the
past, into a full-scale American village square of
yesteryear — a brick-lined main street with gas-
lights, park benches, a 1930s train station, small
town shops, party rooms, sidewalk café and an

SRS R T e O B I e
Mott Junction details Early Period life in a
small mountain town of the 1890s.

incredible toy & hobby shop. 'n- o L
Just off the Main Street area is the Train The Middle Period presents a bustling 1950s
Journey, an incredible hand-built model train city with industry supplied by rail.

layout, with more than 90 trains and some 1,600
train cars running everywhere, immersing visi-
tors in a 25,000 square-foot beautifully themed
environment. More than two miles of track take
visitors on a panoramic journey through three
distinct epochs in U.S. history, from the earliest
days of steam engine railroading up through to-
day’s modern diesel locomotives. The massive
train layout reflects the different time periods by
focusing on style, geography, architecture, mode
of transportation and everyday life during the in-
dividual time periods.

Visitors begin their Train Journey in the 1860s
with the earliest days of steam engine railroad-
ing. This Early Period section (1860s-1900s)
illustrates the effect railroad transportation had - —
on industry and economics, displaying basic Skyscrapers tower over the diesel-powered

continued on next page trains in the Modern City.

.
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industries such as mining, logging and family
farming, plus vignettes of the Civil War. Steam
locomotives were the rule during this time, along
with horses and wagons.

Next is the Middle Period of railroading
(1940s-1960s). Here, visitors see the end of the
Steam Age, when the steam locomotive was
replaced by the more efficient diesel-electric lo-
comotive. Also in this period, trolleys and street
cars appear.

Finally, the third period, the Modern Period
of railroading (1970s-present) welcomes guests
to an era with larger, more powerful and more
efficient diesel-driven locomotives, and even
subways running under cityscapes. The cities
themselves depict the progression of time and
railroading throughout U.S. history.

A fun thing that visitors notice is that they are
immersed in the model railroading experience
— train tracks and running locomotives are bus-
tling all around the visitor — below, at eye level
and some even 11 feet in the air. Everything is
to precise scale, including carefully handcrafted
cities, towns, saw mills and factories, forests,
bridges, mountains, valleys, plateaus, intricate
trestles, tunnels, trolley cars, and fast-traveling
subway trains.

Above: A snapshot of the supports for track and mountain scenery
during construction. Below: Concept rendering for display.

continued on next page
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The entire train layout was crafted by vol-

0 unteers and model train enthusiasts who put
==l in 400,000+ man-hours of work, led by Larry

Koehl and helped immeasurably by members of

—=. the Greater Cincinnati Garden Railway Society

*| and the Miami Valley Garden Railway Society.

They planned the train display area, laid track,

_constructed mountains and built the miniatures.
¢ Volunteers from both garden railway societies

A continue to maintain and improve the layout.

The train layout contains more than 50 bridges,
trestles and tunnels and six thousand trees, all
hand-made by volunteers. “The dream would not
be possible without the amazing dedication of all
of our volunteers,” owner Don Oeters says.

A pleasing backdrop to the entire layout is
the cascading waterfall from the mezzanine
level. While the cities and towns change over
time in the three epochs of history depicted, the
waterfall remains virtually unchanged, creating a
river, canal and stream network which is fed by a
recirculating system that pumps water to the top
of the waterfalls, then relies on gravity the rest of
the way. Over the course of a day, about 50,000
gallons of water flow over the waterfalls.

In 2013, on the mezzanine overlooking the
Train Journey, volunteers unveiled a 1,000
square foot replica of Coney Island Water Park,
nestled since 1886 along the banks of the Ohio
River. The Coney Island replica recreates the
park as it was in 1965, featuring the Shooting
Star roller coaster (40 feet long and 4 feet tall)
and the Ferris Wheel (nearly 4 feet tall). All rides
and attractions in the Coney Island display are
working replicas based on historic photos and
dimensions of the classic rides created in 1/24th
scale. With nearly a dozen interactive buttons
throughout the Coney Island exhibit, visitors
engage with the attractions to make rides move,
lights blink, and music play.

continued on next page

A trolley takes visitors to the working rides at
Ohio's Coney Island Water Park circa 1965.

Diesels are busy everywhere, including a assenger train on a
bridge over the path, as visitors explore the Modern Period.

The riverboat "City of Monroe" floats in the water near
the dock at Rivertown at the foot of an 11-foot waterfall.
Rivertown illustrates the importance of both railroads and
waterways to transport goods during the Early Period.

During the Civil War, trains moved troops and supplies
to this Union Camp near a bridge under construction.

Featured Layout: EnterTRAINment Junction GR Neaws Original Content Garden Railroading News Page 10
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Just outside the building is some kid-friendly
summer fun. Youngsters board hand-cranked
locomotives and hand-crank their way around
a little town on a 300-foot track. Also outside
is a 1,000-foot narrow gauge family train ride
(electric locomotive) with two passenger cars
chugging along. Ride-ons include Halloween-
themed cars for Halloween, weather permitting.

Visitors can also enjoy changing train dis-
plays inside EnterTRAINment Junction’s large
Expo Center. During January and from March
through July everything railroading can be
found in this 8,000 square foot space, with
numerous additional train layouts in many dif-
ferent sizes — including singer Neil Young’s
personal touring Lionel train display. Historical
artifacts and collectibles are also on display.

Twice a year, in February and August,
EnterTRAINment Junction features “Everything
Thomas." This indoor celebration of the world’s
most famous tank engine, Thomas, includes
Thomas wooden train layouts, Thomas HO
scale electric train display, videos, Thomas &
Friends scavenger hunts, crafts, and even a
Thomas indoor coin-operated train ride for kids
to enjoy. Also on display is one of the nation’s
largest collections of Thomas memorabilia, with
hundreds of items for kids to enjoy.

The Expo Center hosts Jack O'Lantern
Junction in October, with a Trick-or-Treat maze
and the area’s only indoor pumpkin patch. In
late November and December, visitors can find
several unique train layouts fully decked out for
the holidays, including a Lionel Polar Express
train display, an HO-scale holiday train display
featuring Dept. 56 buildings and villages, and a
G-scale holiday train display built on a 10-foot-

high snowy mountain.
continued on next page

Thomas stops at the ticket booth for a Day Out with Thomas
event in Modern City during "Everything Thomas" twice a year.

The turntable in the Middle Period works automatically. Logging was a major mdustry durlng the Early Period.

Featured Layout: EnterTRAINment Junction

GR News Original Content Garden Railroading News Page 11



The centerpiece of Christmas at the Junction
ti js a Journey to the North Pole, where you will
find Mrs. Claus baking in her kitchen and Santa
waiting to hear children's wishes. Of course,

o - all of the other spectacular EnterTRAINment
mowr=) Junction attractions are part of the holiday expe-

4
T
JUNCHEN

"Eﬁg}f rience, including the Train Journey and Coney
- Island Amusement Park, the weird-and-wacky

A-Maze-N FunHouse, one of the world’s larg-

“ est and most complete marble displays, a giant
~ kids’ interactive play area and the American
Railroading Museum, which is fun as well as ed-
ucational.

When it opened in the Cincinnati northern
suburb of West Chester, Ohio, EnterTRAINment
Junction was a unique offering, the only train-
themed family entertainment center around.
Over the next 14 years, EnterTRAINment
Junction has grown and added more guest ex-
periences. “We succeeded in our original mis-
sion,” Don Oeters says today. “We wanted to
create something unique, a one-of-a-kind family
entertainment center that would entertain, edu-
cate and promote railroading and the hobby ;.
in a magical environment." T

Detail in Krumbein’s Drygoods and Holsum'’s Grocery
in Middle City include period lighting and even
store names on customer's shopping bags.

Owner Dan Oeters at Mott Junction, Train
Journey's first display in the Early Period.

e

Diesels deliver to Modern City industry.
EnterTRAINment Junction

7379 Squire Court ‘mh J | TG
West Chester, Ohio 45409 A sky tower viewing platform

o e - - .‘:‘:

. The h ai I;aloon rises

513-898-8000 hides a building support and falls as visitors enter
entertrainmentjunction.com column in Modern City. the Modern Period.

Featured Layout: EnterTRAINment Junction GR News Original Content Garden Railroading News Page 12
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Curated by Bill Derville, Past President
Rose City Garden Railway Society * Portland, Oregon

You might have read articles in recent is-
sues of Garden Railroading News about oper-
ations. This is the challenge of running model
trains like a real railroad. Look up “Operations
and Logistics on the IPP&W and RP&M" in
the May/June 2022 issue for a very complex
operating plan using switch lists and involving
many operators in each session. A simpler
method was explained in "Train Operations
Designed for Youth Operators" in the May/June
2023 issue. Both issues are available through
the GRNews.org website "Archive" page. | use
a card system to simulate waybills, which | ex-
plain on page 20 of this issue.

The Rose City Garden Railway Society has
an Operations SIG for members who like to op-
erate a railroad like a business, running trains
with a purpose, picking up freight cars from
industries and delivering them to their destina-
tion. | happen to be one of those odd people
who like to make their hobby seem like actual
work, and there are probably a dozen others in
our club with the same affliction. Why not see
if there are members in your club interested in
the challenge of operations?

In this column, | will explain some of the
ways to operate a G-Scale outdoor railroad like
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a business. | will then explain how to prepare
and host such an event. =
Ops sessions are designed so that each
train has an assignment. Passenger trains pick

up and drop off passengers at stations, and
freight trains deliver empty cars to industries,
pick them up with loads, and take them to
their destination. The mechanics of freight car
forwarding usually require either waybills or a
written switch list, so people know which cars
to pick up and where to deliver them.

Destinations are usually logical for each
type of car, so you wouldn’t deliver a tank car
to an icing platform. But some layouts | have
operated on simply tell each operator to drop
off two cars of one type and pick up two of the
same type (if available) at each station or town.
No paperwork needed. It doesn’t have to be
complicated to be fun.

Usually, ops sessions pair an engineer with
a conductor. The conductor figures out the lo-
comotive moves, changes the position of the
turnouts, and keeps track of the paperwork.
This is great because it builds club teamwork
and allows inexperienced operators to work
with someone who knows how it all works. The
engineer often has the easiest job, running,
starting, and stopping the train.

continued on next page

hotos by Carla Brand Breitner

— A two-man crew drops a car at p
== the mill on “the crookedest line 2GRS
Bill Derville plans to pick up a box car near the mill during an iy the west,” Gary & Jonette | TR

& operations session at Ray Turner's Mystic Mountain Railroad. [ oo's Baker & Grande Ronde RR. sl !
= =4

Share your ideas with me by email at bill@derville4.com and your club's experiences may be in a future column.
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,@ Many ops sessions have a dispatcher to
el direct traffic and handle meets of trains going
r “\.' in opposite directions on the same line. Com-
1&@ munication is varied. Some of the ops sessions
g ,, inourclub use radios. Others use telephones
£ to communicate. | use written track warrants
which the dispatcher hands to the train crew

like the real trains did prior to CTC (Centralized
Traffic Control) signal control.

The core of every ops session is the switch-
ing of cars. This means that layouts used for
operations must have sidings to drop off and
pick up cars. These usually serve industries,
and cars leaving an industry are usually load-
ed and bound for another industry that makes
sense. Thus, cattle cars go from cattle pens to
the slaughterhouse, refrigerator cars go to the
ice platform and then on to the slaughterhouse,
cold storage facility etc., flat cars go to found-
ries, sawmills, and other industries, and mine
cars go to mines and concentration mills. Box
cars can go just about anywhere except the
icing platform.
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Passenger trains do not have wayhbills, but
can run either as an extra or on a timetable.

Large layouts with several trains running
have yards where returning engines are ser-
viced and trains are broken down. The cars are
sorted into outboard trains depending on their
destination. | have two switch engines with

two-person crews that break down and assem-
ble new trains, and work the industries within
my rail yard limits.

| also use districts for handling the switching
duties in larger towns with more industries.
Freight trains drop off all the cars for the dis-
trict, then pick up all cars ready to depart from
a siding in a yard. This gives jobs to two more
people and gets the way freights moving cars
between the cities.

There are various methods of routing cars.
Switch lists, commonly put together by the
host, give instructions to each train crew on
which cars to pick up and where to drop them
off. There are even computer programs such

continued on next page

Photos provided by Bill Derville

with a view of most of the railroad and communicates with dedicated phones.

Reindeer Pass Railroad

Your garden railroad headquariers!

Vernon & Elly Guess
10919 N. 173rd E. Ave
Owasso, OK 74055
918.361.6084
vernon@reindeerpass.com

www.reindeerpass.com
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Custom Built & Painted Large Scale Trains

Custom Decals made to order
CATALOG
$7.00
REFUNDABLE ON
ORDERS OF $50.00
OR MORE

SHAWMUT CAR SHOPS.COM
307 North Michael Street, St Marys PA 15857

818-834-9455
email: shawmutcarshops@yahoo.com
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crews. | often have 16 participants in sessions to do things. The goal is to try to emulate real
that last a couple of hours.

Unless everyone is already familiar with and at the end of the day, everyone should
the layout and operational rules, hosts have feel they accomplished something and every-
participants arrive early for an orientation talk one had fun.

For a discussion of Car Card Scheduling, see page 20.
For more, see "Training Operators & Running an Operations Session" on page 23.

as ProTrak or JMRI (free) that produce switch to explain how everything works. The orienta-
lists and keep track of where every car is on tion includes walking the layout. Often hosts
the layout. provide a schematic drawing of the layout
For layouts utilizing switch list forwarding, with towns and industries labeled. If there is
the switch lists need to be prepared for each a clip board for keeping track of switch lists
train crew. For ops sessions utilizing computer or car cards, the diagram of the layout, with
car forwarding, each car needs to be placed towns and industries labeled, can be glued to
on the layout at its designated location. For the back of the clip board for easy reference.
waybill car card operations, cars and consists Written instructions can be sent out ahead
need to be set out with matching wayhbills. of time to allow operators to familiarize
Invitations need to be sent out to the club themselves with operations and the layout.
inviting members to attend. People should Usually, the host will provide some treats
RSVP so the host can plan on the number of and drinks. Plan on a break after an hour of
crews. Ops sessions can be designed based operating.
on the number of participants. The host can | know this all sounds very complicated
either limit the participants, rotate crews onto to set up, but a group of interested operators
the layout, or eliminate unfilled positions can usually figure out what will work best for
such as the district crews and one of the yard them. With ops sessions, there is no one way

trains, create some tasks for everyone to do,

photo by Carla Brand Breitner

One crew switches the turnout to allow a train to pass at an operating session for first timers
on Gary & Jonette Lee's layout during the 2019 National Garden Railway Convention.

#Upgrade to higher quality w!'le’els!

g
v —
Easy Installation
Reliable on all large-scale track

PO Box 1722-N, Thousand Oaks CA 91358
805-492-5858  M-F 9-5PST
www.trainwheels.com
glraymond@earthlink.net

NOT ALL METAL WHEELS ARE CREATED EQUAL”
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Sunset Valley Railroad LL
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A complete line of track and switches for YOUR garden railroad

tlilll“

Mearly everything made in the U5A
Call 414-333.5897 or email pete@sunsetvalleyrailroad. com

Visit us at www.sunsetvalleyrailroad.com
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LOCO OF THE EDITION RS-3 Alco Locomotive
Long Island Rail Road #1556
by David Smith

Here’s the backstory: On October 8, 1955, in the town of Hicksville, New York, an “End Of Steam” ceremony
declared the end of steam on the Long Island Rail Road. Yes, that’s two words and the LIRR is the oldest railroad
in the United States still operating under its ORIGINAL charter. Ten wheeler #39 of the LIRR class G5 handed off
passengers to RS3 #1556. One era ended and another began. Engine #39 is currently awaiting restoration in the
Strasburg Rail Road Company Pennsylvania shops. RS-3 #1556 is part of the Railroad Museum of Long Island
(rmli.org) located in Riverhead, New York, as is Pullman P-72 #2924, the coach that was full of Boy Scouts pulled
to Hicksville behind #39 and back to Jamaica behind #1556 during "Operation Changeover."

To commemorate #1556, | began with an undecorated Aristocraft RS-3.
| painted the locomotive in the same LIRR colors she wore in 1955. De-
cals were printed on an ALPS printer using the same font as on the orig-
inal and the ubiquitous Dashing Dan logo. All internal electronics were
removed and an Airwire R/C system and Phoenix sound board were in-
stalled along with a 14V LiPo battery. So far this has been a reliable and
good-pulling locomotive.

In the cab sit two Railroad Avenue figures. | like to think that one of
them depicts LIRR historian and author Dave Morrison who shares his
love of this railroad. The other would be Vincent Seyfried who authored
the definitive series of books on the history of the LIRR.

Photo from the collection of Dave Morrison
taken in Hicksville on October 8, 1955, when
spectators were allowed to inspect the new en-
gines and cars during Operation Changeover.

More Long Island Rail Road history can be
found at www.irainsarefun.com and in the
Long Island Rail Road archive of Art Huneke,
http://arrts-arrchives.com.

Submit your scratch built, modified, weathered or detailed—unique in some way— loco.
Send your photos and write-up to Editor@GRNews.org or Marketing@GRNews.org.

Loco of the Edition: David Smith's RS-3 Alco Locomotive LIRR #1556  GR News Original Content Garden Railroading News Page 18



LGB® Garden
Railroading

Get on board and
join the fun!
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Thﬁu»:amnﬂves have an mfx/DCC de:oder
with many digitally controlled light and sound functluns.
including cab and instrument lighting. The locomotives come with
American knuckle couplers installed and LGB system couplers included.

10494 Amtrak AMD 103 "Genesis” Diesel Locomotive; Road No. 108 20493 Amtrak AMD 103 “Genesis” Diesel Locomotive; Road No. 160

Paint scheme and lemering are protatypical for Era V1. This is a special version of road Paint scheme and Lettering are an adaptation of the Phase il schome 25 applied to Amtrak’s
number 108 far the 30th anniversary of Amtrak. Diash 8- 32BWH locomatives to celabrate the S0th annivarsary of Amtrak.

LGE Amtrak cars have interior lighting and
metal wheelsets. Passenger cars also have
interior details. Cars include stickers for
creating different road numbers when adding
additional passenger cars to create a
prototypical Amtrak passenger train.

31204 Amfleet® Split Club Car 31205 AmﬁeetE' {'.afe Passenger Car

Purchase from your favorite LGB dealer.

For a FREE LGB New Items catalog and to find a dealer near you, email customerservice@marklin.com.
Visit LGB.com to see our complete line of products. LGE.com
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Waybill Cards to Route Cars

during an Operations Session
By Bill Derville,

Beaverton, Oregon

Nws

| occasionally host a structured operations session
for interested Rose City Garden Railway Society mem-
bers. The dispatcher for each session issues written
train orders for way freights. Along with several others
in the club, | use a car card system to simulate waybills.
Two-person crews, engineer and conductor, move trains
about the layout, picking up and delivering cars per
written waybill cards while avoiding a passenger train
running on a published timetable. It creates plenty of
challenges for those interested in running trains like a
real railroad runs its business.

Every freight car on the layout except the caboose
has a car card, a small card with a pocket which holds
a waybill. An operator has a car card for each car in his
train. When he drops the car off, he leaves the car card
and the waybill at the destination in a car box placed at
each town to handle all the industries in that location. |
mount mine using Velcro on 27x 2” stakes near where
the operators will stand while switching the town. Usu-
ally a car box has three slots assigned variations of "in-
bound," "outbound" (sometimes split by direction), and
sometimes "hold."

Our waybills have four logical destinations on each
card. When a car arrives at its destination, the conduc-
tor places its car card with waybill in the inbound slot.
(Cars are not instantly loaded or unloaded.) After 10 or
20 minutes, the host turns the waybill to the next of four
positions, and then moves the car card with waybill to
the outbound slot appropriate to the new destination.
Sometimes a car is unloaded and goes back to the yard
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Destination box (above) and
car cards with pockets hold
two-sided waybill examples.
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Wayhbill Cards to Route Cars for Operation Sessions

GR News Original Confent

L] % a1
Waybill box at Mill Creek.
as an empty, waiting for its next
assignment. The yard has a big box
too, with slots for each track to keep
track of all cars in the yard.

A clipboard with card slots can
help conductors keep track of their
cars. The three slots can be used
for different cities on the layout, or
even sorting cars by type. If there
are train orders or switch lists, they
can be clipped to the board for ref-
erence. A map of the layout with in-
dustries labeled is a helpful reference
to operators on larger layouts.

continued on next page

Clipboards are
handy for orders,

lists, timetables
and layout maps.

Staging yard with car cards set out ahead of an
operations session on the Baker & Grande Ronde RR.

Garden Railroading News Page 20
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Preparing for an ops session with waybills requires
each freight car to be placed on the layout with the
matching car card with a waybill in the pocket. Car cards
for freight cars parked at industries should be placed
in one of the three slots in the box for that destination.
Trains need to be assembled with waybills for each car
in the train. These trains are both on the layout and in
staging areas if the layout has staging tracks.

Ops sessions can include a timetable to tell operators
when trains need to clear the main line before a sched-
uled fast freight or passenger train arrives. Passenger
trains can also run as extras per the dispatcher. The dis-
patcher can write a train order overriding the timetable. |
now use a timetable which is laminated and given to all
train crews at the start of the ops session.

Photo by Warner Swarner

Uncoupling a box car at Rose Bush during an operations
session at Warner Swarner's Bearspaw Southern.

You supply the rocks and plants.
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The dispatcher can use a magnetized diagram of the
track plan with magnetic markers with the train number
on them to track where each train is on the layout. The
industry sidings are omitted from these diagrams as
the dispatcher is only concerned with the main line and
passing sidings. Sometimes they also keep a handwrit-
ten log of all train orders issued. Others keep a carbon
copy of the train orders (aka track warrants or Form 19s)
on a spindle. Often these are fill-in-the-blank forms to cut
down on the amount of writing.

Each session starts with a layout walk-thru to
familiarize operators with industries and towns. 'I'
Then trains start moving and the fun begins.

[Ed. Note—Micromark.com has a car routing system
package designed for card system waybill operations.]

Dispatcher's magnetized layout helps track train progress.
"Form 19s" save writing when preparing track warrants.

We'll supply the rest. Nearly 700 G-Scale Items!

. Power & Control Options
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PIKO R/C - Simple; Reliable R/C
for Track or Battery Power

PIKO America - B77-678-4449

A610 Alvarado Cany

Wayhbill Cards to Route Cars for Operation Sessions

PIKD G Digital - Complete
Wireless DCC System

GR News Original Confent

The Best Track on the Market

PIKO G-Track - Your trains
should roll on the best!

L. San Diego, CA 82120
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ONLY TRAINS.COM

Family owned and operated

We are the source for all your G Scale needs
We STOCK LGB, PIKO, USA Trains, Bachmann and much more!

Looking to sell? We also purchase pre-owned items.
Call or email to get the conversation started.

ﬁ.w,_qniytrains.num Email: SalesZOnlyTrains.com Phone: 1-800-789-5738

Create Beautiful Scenery
for your model railroad displays

/
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Hot Wire Foam Factory tools and products
are perfect for turning foam into detailed
model railroad landscapes!

Get 10% off with code GRMHWEFF 10

* Exehudes CRIC Myochines

tict Wire 1-866-735-9255
Foom Factory www.HWFF.com

G Scale Windows Doors &

Much More!!
1:24 & 1:20

Window & door kits are laser cut —
from styrene and acrylic. Custom .-
design available.

Maodel rallroads for home or business

Overhead-Garden-Tabletop

David Bennett How-to
T70-507-0038 All Weather Modeling In Stone & @
i ; Cement :
:law@mn |'I'Ia| _nm:t:llamnsumm . www.RRStoneworks.com
AN installations.com —~ N
Toll Free: 1-877-473-4119 Email:
T z, I
STC}N [v'\' D R I{-Jh info@rrstoneworks.com
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| Lake Town &

Shire Railroad
Operation Sessions with

Children: Part Three
Training Operators &
Running an Operations

Session
By Donald Nute, Athens, Georgia
Photos by Donald Nute
with 2018 NGRC photos by
Carla Brand Breitner

My wife, Jane, and | have run
operating sessions with children as
young as six years old on our garden
railroad for eighteen years. In Part
| of our story, | explained how we
developed through trial and error a
track plan that works well for opera-
tions. In Part Il, | described our car
forwarding system, our company
store, and all the jobs that have to be
perfomed during an operating ses-
sion. In this final episode of our story,
| will explain how we train our opera-
tors, walk you through a typical oper-
ating session, and end with some re-
flections on both the challenges and
the benefits of running operations on
your garden railroad, especially with
young operators.

Training Youth Operators & Running a Session

Getting Operators Up to Speed
New operators together with their
parents are first taken on a tour of
the layout. They are shown where
they can find the name of each town
painted on the station or water tow-
er. We show them the siding labels
at each town and point out how the
first letter of the name of the town is
also the first letter on the siding label
for the team track. We explain how

Young operator trainees watch as the controlling operator backs a train onto the siding in the town of Dale.

GR News Original Content

Operators gather for a briefing at the beginning of each session.

cars with lettered washers or loads
are delivered to towns beginning with
that same letter.

We also have laminated sheets
of pictures of scenes on the layout.
After the tour, trainees walk through
the layout and mark all the scenes
they can identify with an erasable
marker. Children too young to be-
come operators also enjoy doing this

continued on next page
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Shzre Grazn Co-op has its

own siding in Hobbiton.
scavenger hunt with their parents.
After the tour and the scavenger
hunt, trainees have a feel for the ge-
ography of the layout.

Next, trainees move to the moun-
tain loop, a circle of track which has
no sidings and is now separated
from the rest of the layout. Since this
loop is divided by a ridge and goes
through two tunnels in the ridge, the
two sides of the loop are not visible
from any one location. Here we train
new operators to run a locomotive
using one of the radio throttles. They
learn how to change the direction the
locomotive moves and how to control
the speed. They practice bringing a
train to a smooth stop at a station
on each side of the ridge. Again,
we encourage parents to work with

trainees as they learn to operate a
locomotive.

Trainees then move to the mining
tramline. This is a short end-to-end
track separate from the mainline. At
either end, the track splits into two
sidings. At one end is an ore tipple
and a loading dock. At the other end
is a stamp mill with an ore dump
and another loading dock. Ore cars
move ore from the ore tipple to the
ore dump, and small box cars move
supplies from the stamp mill loading
dock to the dock at the mine. These
ore cars and short box cars never
leave the mining line. Here the train-
ee is taught how to operate the turn-
outs and how to uncouple cars using
a screwdriver.

24

After learning the geography
during the tour, learning to operate a
locomotive on the mountain loop, and
learning to switch cars on the tram-
line, trainees are assigned to a two-

man train crew with an experienced
continued on next page

oading dock siding for the
Mines of Moria 2018.

The point-to-point track between the Mines of Moira Tipple and the Stamp Mill
is used to train operators to operate turnouts and uncouple cars on sidings.

5 e Ca
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The Lonely Mountain loop, a two- tunnel circle with hobbit-themed stops seen here in 2018 durzng the Atlanta
National Garden Railway Convention, is used to train operators to stop, start, reverse and keep track of locomotives.

Training Youth Operators & Running a Session

GR News Original Content
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partner. We can normally complete
this training during an operator’s first
session. We later teach operators to
be shippers, dispatchers, or station
managers.

It’s Train Day!

Our operating sessions last about
two and a half hours. The day before
a session, we clean track, clean off
buildings, set up any figures that
have fallen or been moved, and do
a trial run of a train.We correct any
problems we find. Each operating
session is also an open house and
anyone is welcome to come and
watch. Most of our layout is accessi-
ble so visitors with mobility problems
can also enjoy the railroad.

Before the operating session, we
place the siding labels on the siding
track between the rails and place
screwdrivers and marking flags near
each siding. The screwdrivers are
used to uncouple cars and, since
some of our sidings are not perfectly
level, marker flags (the type used for
marking underground power or water

Don Nute checks locomotzve droppmg

empty gondolas at the siding
behind the Stamp Mill 2018.

Training Youth Operators & Running a Session

lines) are used as brakes for cars
left on some of our sidings. We leave
the screwdrivers and flags at each
yard or siding so children don’t have
to walk around the layout with sharp
objects in their hands.

Then we place the engines and
cars on the tracks. We check bat-
teries and put them in the remote
controls. We set the remotes to their
locomotives and test to make sure
each one is working properly. We do
a final trial run around the layout with
a train. We place washers and loads
on the cars.

Finally we clean off chairs for
specators and set up a table with wa-
ter, lemonade, and pretzels. Parents
of our operators often bring addition-
al goodies to add to the refreshment
table, and some operators and their
parents show up early to help us with
set up.

Refreshments table is close by.
B

25

Our sessions are divided into
five periods: fifty minutes operating
trains, ten minutes for refreshments,
another fifty minutes operating trains,
twenty minutes putting away equip-
ment, and twenty minutes totalling
deliveries for each operator, handing
out hobbit bucks, and visiting the
company store.

To begin each operating period,
we assign operators to train crews
and other jobs. We usually switch
jobs during the second operating
period so operators can try different
jobs and work on crews with differ-
ent people. We run new operators
through their training during the first
operating period and assign them
to a train crew with an experienced
operator during the second operating
period.

After a visit or two, our operators
know how to help put away equip-
ment at the end of a session. Cars
and cabooses are stored in a large
garden box in stackable trays we
built for the purpose. Adults transport
the locomotives onto our screened
porch and all the throttles, siding la-
bels, etc., are also brought onto the
porch making it easy for us to do final
clean-up after the session.

continued on next page

The Rlvendell stop m 2012 has b_o;fh passzng suimgs and spurs A gmdual
grade loops around to Bree and travels the viaduct and trestle to Hobbiton.

GR News Original Content
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The Good and the Bad

You don’t need a large layout to
have operating sessions, nor do you
have to host a dozen or more opera-
tors. Our original layout was a loop-
to-loop arrangement with six sidings
and one passing siding. A simple
loop with one or two passing sidings
and three or four industrial sidings
would accommodate two trains. On a
small layout, one person could serve
as both dispatcher and shipper.

Some people | know tremble
at the very thought of young chil-
dren touching their trains, and |

Training Youth Operators & Running a Session

understand this. We’ve had detail
parts knocked off locomotives, cars
dropped and broken, a child fall on a
building and demolish it, and a radio
control dropped in a pond. If any of
this is unthinkable, then operating
sessions with children are not for
you. On the other hand, we have a
large train family which we cherish
and our garden railroad has become
a community activity. We have never
had a child visit our railroad who was
deliberately destructive, but acci-
dents happen. Damage has actually
been light for so many years of oper-
ations.

Sellmytrains.com
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If operators run on the paths,
stand on the walls or curbs, or
cross the dry stream bed where
they shoudn’t, they risk injuring
themselves or others. If operators
walk into the layout when they don’t
need to do so or handle the equip-
ment roughly, they risk damaging
a building, a locomotive, or a car. If
operators have too many cars on
their trains, leave their trains unat-
tended, or disregard traffic rules, they
can slow down operations and spoil
the session for everyone. When an

continued on next page

Trainz. cum

Downsizing?

1-866-285-5840
e ————————— R —

GR News Original Content
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operator does any of these things,
we calmly ask them to not do it and
explain why it is a problem. If they
persist, we ask their parents to help
us correct the problem. If they still
persisted, we would ask the parents
not to bring them back. In fact, we
have never had to do this in all the
years we have run operations with
children.

Some children who have run
trains on our layout have had so-
cializiation problems such as autism
or anger management issues. We
expect the parents to work with these
children during sessions. Many par-
ents bring these children back over
and over, telling us the collaborative
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atmosphere of working as a team
helps their children. And, indeed,

Jane and | see changes from session

to session as these children learn to
interact better with others.

Some of our operators who start-
ed when they were six or seven are
now in college. Usually somewhere

during high school, our young people

move on from operators to become
mentors. They help us prepare for a
session. They train new operators.
They help younger operators when
they begin running trains on the
mainline. They teach operators how

to be dispatchers and shippers. They
guide adult visitors around the layout
and explain what is happening. Their

7 Jacollne T

Keithco, Inc
locolinc.com
(503) 635-7604

LOCOLINC SERIES 200

Wireless Control Solutions

Automatic device discovery and
WiFi format make the new
Locolinc 200 Series the most user
friendly interface on the market.

WiFi format at 2.4 Ghz

Loco and Accessory Receivers

Track or battery voltage (12-24V dc)
Automatic device discovery: Loco &
Accessories

Superb NEW user interface 3”’x 5”x 17
Easy implementation & cost effective
Easy conversion for existing customers
Renown LOCOLINC quality &
reliability

Training Youth Operators & Running a Session
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love for the trains keeps them coming
back even during visits home from
college. Some of these mentors have
listed their work on the LT&S as com-
munity volunteering on their college
and scholarship applications.

If you decide to give it a try, we
hope our story will help you avoid
some pitfalls and achieve smooth
operating sessions quicker. Begin
with just a few operators. Let parents
know they should help supervise
their kids. Try to get some parents or
a few other adults involved with train-
ing or with filling some jobs when you
don’t have enough operators.

Build your garden railroad 5

into a community. T

“Big Jon”

All Scales and More

Trains, Planes, Automobiles,
Boats, Rockets & Buildings

r'ﬂ

or Cheques

www.modeldecaldepot.ca
293-13986 Cambie Road,
Richmond, BC, Canada V6V 2K3

T. 604-279-9866 F. 604-279-9856
email: adlionprint@shaw.ca
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ProMiniAir - A Low-Cost, Airwire(TM)-Compatible RC Alternative

* Compatible with Airwire(TM), Tam Valley Depot, Stanton Cab (S-Cab), and Gwire
* 19 Channels for North American and European Operation
* Airwire: Channels 0-16
* Stanton Cab (S-Cab): Channel 17
* European Operation: Channel 18
* Receiver ($39.99+s&h)
* Works with all Airwire(TM) throttles: T1200, T2300, T5000, and T6000
* Allows Airwire(TM) DCC Programming on the Main (OPS) and DCC
Service Mode of your decoder
* Other Compatibility
* Tam Valley Depot DRS1 North American and European Transmitters
* Stanton Cab Transmitter (S-Cab)
* Gwire Transmitter
* Unique “tethered” design provides mounting flexibility and modularity
* Multiple antenna options: whip, surface mount, etc.
* Powerful: 13A - easily powers G scale locomotives. Smaller amplifiers are available.
* Auto-scans all Channels on startup if the Default Channel (resettable) is not found
* Transmitter ($39.99 to $49.99+s&h)
* Works with Airwire(TM) CONVRTR, G-4, and
G-3
* Other Compatibility
* Tam Valley Depot DRS1 receivers, Mk3 and
Mk4 — NA/EU versions
 Stanton Cab (S-Cab) Receivers ProMiniAir Transmitter
* Gwire Receiver

ProMiniAir Receiver

. .. Use with Smartphone Apps or
* Centrally locate for optimal transmission to all of your layout — DCC Throttle

simultaneously controls multiple locomotives
» Standalone Version ($49.99+s&h): allows multiple users with i10S and Android smartphone
throttle apps such as WiThrottle. WiFi commands from the throttle apps are converted to wireless
DCC for retransmission to compatible receivers. USB powered.
* DCC Throttle Version ($39.99+s&h): connect to ANY DCC throttle’s DCC track output and
wirelessly transmit the DCC to compatible receivers. Powered by DCC from the Throttle.
* Both versions are equipped with OLED displays that provide useful information
* Low cost is maintained by using modularity and commodity electronics - far less susceptible to
supply-chain disruptions! Our software and hardware design is open-source: no opaque, proprietary
“guts.”
* Reconfigurable (Channel number, transmit power, etc.) using DCC OPS mode to change ProMiniAir
Configuration Variables at DCC Address 9900(Tx) or 9901(Rx).
Where to purchase: Go to eBay and use search “ProMiniAir” to find the various ProMiniAir
Receivers and Transmitters. Visit OScaleDeadRail.com to contact us for customization and
installation options, and to find more detailed information. Returns accepted.
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Usine ELM TREES IN GARDEN RAILROADS
By Don Herzog; Photos by Becky Herzog

| have been growing elm trees in my nursery, Miniature
Plant Kingdom, for over fifty years. In the beginning, they
were used primarily for bonsai. However, | had one minia-
ture variety called Hokkaido EIm which required growing
several stock plants for cuttings because they were so
slow. Somehow, Disneyland found out about my nursery
and purchased several of my stock Hokkaido elm plants
for their “It’s a Small World” exhibit.

During the 1960s, | purchased nine varieties of elms
used for bonsai from various bonsai nurseries in the
Los Angeles area and started propagating them when |
opened my nursery in 1967. After a while, | planted them
in bonsai pots and kept a few of each variety which even-
tually became show pieces. | learned that, although most
of the varieties that | had would eventually grow to 25
feet tall and 35 feet wide if planted in the ground, they
were happy in bonsai pots as long as | pruned off most of
the new growth four or five times a year, kept them fed,
and pruned the roots occasionally in the winter.

When | planted my third layout after abandoning the
first two, | had some very old Hokkaido elm stock plants
to putinto it. The oldest is now 2% feet tall by 4 feet wide.

While building my fourth garden railroad and having
decided that it was about time to retire, | planted seven
varieties of my over-forty-year-old specimen bonsai elms
in the layout to see if | could keep them under control.
Many years earlier | had sold nine varieties to Legoland for
their miniature town. When | visited there more recently,
| saw that all of them were perfectly manicured miniature
specimens, so | hoped to get the same results.

Of course, I still need to prune most of them several
times per year as | did when they were in pots but, overall,
planting them in the train layouts has worked exceedingly
well! Hokkaido and Catlin Catorta elms don’t need any
trimming unless you want to keep them smaller than they
naturally grow. | use a hedge trimmer to prune the other
varieties during the spring and summer months to keep
them in control and at 32 inches high, my desired height.
Also, in the winter when the plants are dormant, | prune
them very hard to thin and shape them. The trunks are ex-
panding very nicely. The oldest elm that | planted is a Cork
Bark Chinese elm and it is now 58 years old. These variet-
ies can be kept at desired height and width with regular
pruning. | have found out that this type of pruning also
works well on dwarf Japanese Maples.

Photo 2: Yatsubusa elm*

See ELms oN NExt Two Paces
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ELMS CONTINUED

The varieties that | grew and have now planted in
my garden railroads are as listed below. The accom-
panying photos show how they look on the layouts.
All of these specimens are at least 45 years old.
Note that several of the photos show plants that
are ready for their third pruning of the year. These
are indicated with an * next to the name.

e Ulmus parvifolia ‘Hokkaido’ — Hokkaido elm
(Photo 1): An exquisite deciduous miniature tree
with tiny leaves that never needs pruning.

e Ulmus parvifolia ‘Yatsubusa’ - Yatsubusa elm*
(Photo 2): A medium-sized deciduous tree with
small, elongated leaves with a very serrated
edge.

e Ulmus parvifolia variegata ‘Fuiri’ — Variegated
Chinese elm* (Photo 3): A medium-sized decid-
uous tree with small, elongated leaves and a
neatly defined white edge.

Photo 3: Variegated
Chinese elm*

Photo 4: Catlin Photo 5: Contorted Catlin
Chinese elm* Chinese elm

Secale 2.4 GHZ Radia Control MNorth American Distributer lor  from ;Bg-\"

izl RailBoss 4 RIC | MyLocoSound

m “ m MNew Premsum Sound for Batbery or Track Powaer

Heavy Diesel - Light Diesel
All the Features you Universal Steam
Expect and Maore |

: Electric - Goose - Street Car
\ h‘* 'ﬂlm“ . Trigger via R/C, IR Remote or Track Magnets
H“"% e m RE_ Custom Vinyl Lettering
Battery L‘-umhn Wodules ‘ " Ticula

\\F_!aduud wiring for any battery installation | No Frills Track Throttie

www.G5caleGraphics. nPt

Del Tapoaia Bhoaieraphesi omaslnet o JBET

-
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ELMS CONTINUED

¢ Ulmus parvifolia ‘Catlin’ — Catlin Chinese elm*
(Photo 4): A medium sized, deciduous, grace-
ful tree with small leaves and attractive bark.

e Ulmus parvifolia ‘Catlin Contorta’ — Contorted
Catlin Chinese elm (Photo 5): A small decid-
uous tree with small leaves and branches
growing in different directions but mainly
outward. It makes a tight ball, growing only 1
to 1% inches a year. My over 40-year-old tree
is about 36 inches tall and 5 feet wide and |
have never pruned it. It was just planted in
my recently built layout.

¢ Ulmus parvifolia ‘Corticosa’ - Cork bark Chi-
nese elm* (Photo 6): A medium-sized decid-
uous tree with medium sized leaves and a
corky bark for which it has been named. It is
a fast grower and needs regular pruning in
spring and summer.

Photo 6: Cork bark
Chinese elm*

Valley Train
Station

13780 Pipeline Ave
Chino CA 91710

Phone: 909-902-5351
FAX:909-902-5352

Hours: 10 to 6 Tues—Sat

G Scale Only!
Slot Cars too!

Article from: Redwood Empire Garden Railway Society The Redwood Tie July 2023

Dwarf and Miniature Plants
miniforest.com
847 217 7524

e Ulmus parvifolia ‘Seiju’ — Seiju elm* (Photo 7):
A small, deciduous, fast growing tree with small
leaves that is a sport of Hokkaido elm. The bark
will start showing age in just 3 years.

These varieties are generally only available from
bonsai nurseries and not from your local nursery. |
have found EvergreenGardenWorks.com to be a re-
liable, quality mail order bonsai nursery from which
to get starter plants. They carry all my listed elm
varieties except Hokkaido. Check the internet for
Hokkaido elm sources.

Don & Becky Herzog welcome visitors to see
their four layouts (and some for-sale Hokkaido
elms) northwest of San Francisco.

Please make arrangements in advance.
707/874-6016 or email donjherzog@gmail.com

Photo 7: Seiju elm*

WE CAN BUILD IT
WWW.JSWOODCRAFTS.NET

Structures, Animation, Motorization,
Diecast, Accessories, Custom Freight Cars,
Custom Work and more.
e-mail: jswoodcrafts@sheglobal.net

ALL FIGURES & DIECAST 30% OFF
310-539-4246 P.ST. All Week 10to 5 P.M,
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Gene's Integrated Engine and Sound

MostlyGscale.com

Locomotive repair
Installation of Sound and DCC Decoders
We install in your locomotive/tender
Sales of new, used and up-cycled items

Check the website for new invento-
ry added since February 1st. There !_
are more engines and rolling stock
available. O scale brass locomotives
are here. ESU Loksound 5 decoders
in stock,
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Gene Rahrig Ph (937)864-7411

If you hawve any gquestions, don't hesitate to call from

& a.m. ta & p.m. Eastern time Mon—Thurs and
Eamtod p.m. Friday and Saturday

ED74 Dayton-5Springfield Rd. Falrborn OH 45324
Ermail bgrails@flatdon.com for specific Information
Pleasze let us know where you saw this ad,

Buﬁez Power Your TRAINS
For &, O, ON30, 5, &EHO Scale

RailPro RailPro
Loco Modules
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$89 or 31467
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":H c REMOTE CONTROL SYSTEMS
OF MEW ENGLAND

Sales * Installation * Service
603-321-1347
email: donsweet@resofne.com
www.rcsofne.com
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NGRC 2023: Musings in the Rear View Mirror

by Mick Spilsbury, President of the Bay Area Garden Railway Society

The 2023 National Garden Railway Convention is
now a wrap. Lots of amazing railroads were open.
Many informative clinics were delivered. Half a
dozen social events were enjoyed. Amidst all of
them, a few special moments stood out for me.

The Banquet Bluegrass Band: | had no idea
that BAGRS members Joyce Hennessy and
Bill Lavender were members of an excellent
Bluegrass Band. | don't recall Joyce looking
so happy as she did playing in the band... and
that was lovely to see.

The Free Kids Clinics: We set out to build on
the Kids' Clinics we first saw in Nashville and
the result equaled our ambitions. Watching 60
kids and their parents customizing loads for
flat cars was wonderful. Even better was the
delight and wonder on kids’ faces when their
creations were pulled behind a locomotive on
a track set-up devoted to the clinics.

=

&

Modular Railroads:
The Del Oro Pacific
RR and the Diablo
Pacific Short Line
commanded large
areas of the Ven-

dor Hall, with many
trains operating and
hundreds of track-
side details. Taking
time to enjoy all the
details was exhilarat-
ing. The Wandering
Railroad is com-
pact, but its detail is
outstanding. Video
posts of them all
have been appreci-
ated by many.

Meeting Folks in Person: Via GR News, | have ‘met’ many garden railroaders from all over the world

online and it was delightful to meet some of them in person.

Overall, it was the camaraderie of garden railroaders that will stay with me, and our shared
love of our hobby. At the end of the day, people are the jewel in our hobby's crown.

2023 National Garden Railway Convention Musings Post-Convention

ngrc2023.org
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Have Layout Problems? We have Solutions! WWW. i
PROBLEM / SOLUTIONS EXAMPLES Ga rcley\,Li nes -;';f:"
LOOSE TRACK? . “e-l— "
Split Jaw Rail Clamps - § ,q-
The choice of professionals... ' iy
£ ode 332, Code 250/215, Brass & Stainless N C\l’\CY N Oorvis .|| L
MEED POWER or INSULATION? Miniature Plant | 2%
T ] Al F
Beat Corrosion/ ) Lf:lg-ZlIIa heavy duty connector EXP ert & AM’C‘A or ';I': 7]
Cleaning . Light Duty Power Connector k-
hassles with ' % Length Power Connector creates gcxv*clehs o
O‘::;Zt:';;;ss ' Insulating Rail Clamps (shown) fov* model trains!
Track! RAIL ALIGNMENT ISSUES? '
. Double Length Rail Clamp -
+ Code 250 to Code 332 Transition clamp (925) 408-9402 ¥ b
. Expansion Sets Code 332 Brass (shown) nunorrls@a0| .com ;‘-!-F |
Code 332 Stainless, Code 250 NS L
LAYOUT ACCESS CHALLENGES? e Els
o Drop-In Lift-Out Rail Clamps _ﬁ_
o Draw Bridges: up to 40” opening 1"
o Fixed Bridges: many styles offered
: e .,ﬁl
Spll Jaw Visit us for more information at: WWW.RAILCLAMP.COM Wit - L0
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See the World's Largest Indoor
G-Scale Train Display

QOur 25,000 square foot display takes you from the mid-1800'
thru t‘he l!dn’s Intu t mudern age ofrnllmndjngl

Photos Welcome for
Seen on the
Tracks
A G Scale Realistic Scene Photo Gallery

Please send uncompressed photo (with caption
information describing the scene, rolling stock,
railroad name & proprietors, location, and
photographer’s credit) to: Editor@GRNews.org;
photos may also appear on the
GR News website and social media.

Articles for Garden Railroading News If you are interested in a wider platform for short videos
are always welcome. or photos of your garden railroad, GR News will share
GR News would like to share the story that guided your them on YouTube, Instagram or Facebook.
plans when you built your railroad and your how-to tips. Contact Mick Spilsbury at marketing@GRNews.org

Send your Tale of the Track/How-To
to editor@ GRNews.org with illustrating images
— and your railroad may be the next Tale told.

Videos less than 3 minutes are ideal.
www.youtube.com/channel/UCmuyDnk2QRylel QI AMFXrJw

For Readers Who Prefer Reading a Paper Magazine, Rather Than Scrolling on a Computer Screen
Printed copies of Garden Railroading News are now available on demand from:
www.blurb.com/user/GRNewsEditor
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VARIERINIGARD ENIRAIEVWAY:SHIINETH ELY K
by Peter Thornton, UK-born Florida Garden Railway Society Member

Mick Spilsbury wrote a great introduction piece about G scale in the United Kingdom in the
Nov/Dec 2022 issue of Garden Railroading News, and | commented to him that there was a lot
more to UK garden railways besides G scale. So he asked me to write an article! | am not going
to write about the many scales, often all on the same gauge track, being called “G Scale.” There
are just too many in the garden. | am going to write about the different gauges of track found
in UK gardens. And let me offer an apology for the omissions and mistakes in this article, as |
haven’t lived in the UK since the 1970s. However, | do keep up with developments, and | am a
card-carrying Member of GIMRA, the Gauge 1 Model Railway Association. — Peter Thornton

Garden railways and 45mm gauge started in the 1890s, when Marklin specified standards for Gauges 1, 2, 3
and 4. A few years later they introduced Gauge 0, which was 32mm gauge, and 3-rail electrical track, widely
adopted by Lionel, for mostly indoor use. Gauge 1, which is 1% inches (45mm) between the rails, became
the most common size, and models of English standard gauge trains were produced by Bassett-Lowke and
Hornby, often using clockwork mechanisms as well as electric motors or live steam. Outdoors became

the preferred location, despite the English weather, and the planted and tended garden was eventually
incorporated as part of the scenery.

Gauge 1 models at 1/32"¢
scale (3/8":1 ft) from the early sl e [, Palkaton, 7 sclin Leesemiea]
20th century are still widely i3 =
available. As they are models “ RN !M_IL i
of standard gauge trains and '
their origins are from the
1930s and 1940s, before
widespread use of plastics,
they tend to be of metal
construction.

Diagram by Scot Lawrence

In the past 40-plus years,
manufacturers such as Aster,
Accucraft, Mamod, Regner
and Roundhouse have made
many metal-constructed
models (both prototypical and
freelance designs) that were
both electric and live steam.
Some UK modelers have a
large garden layout, often
raised on a wall or flowerbed,
with sweeping curves so that
the trains can be enjoyed
running at prototypical speed.

e A
SRl ey
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Photo by Peter Crisp

continued on next page
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.. Not everyone has a large yard

¢ (especially in the United Kingdom).
After World War Il, many smaller
narrow-gauge railways around the
UK were preserved and so models of
those became popular. As the track
gauge of these trains was 2 foot (or
600mm), the British began using
16mm:1 ft or SM32 scale for modelling
these trains, and that conveniently
makes the gauge 32mm: Gauge 0.

16mm: 1 ftis also 1:19 scale, very
close to F-scale in the US. (1:20.3, the
correct scale for models of US 3-foot
gauge trains on 45mm track.)

s .~

Variety in Garden Railways in the UK

GR Neaws Original Content

Photo by Chris Bird

Photo by Phil Partridge

Outdoor SM32 layouts can be fitted

in a very small space, as track is
available down to 2-foot radius, 4-foot
diameter and smaller. Most prototype
locomotives are small and short,
much as the 2-foot gauge railways in
the US (mostly in Maine) were 0-4-4
or similar tank engines. A UK track
supplier, PECO, sells SM32 track with
correct scale ties/sleepers and has
supported the growth of the scale.
They even sold a ‘crazy track’ with
typical rough and misplaced ties/
sleepers.

As in Gauge 1, initially many Gauge O
models were made of metal, and were
live steam, for which this scale is ideal.
Later, some manufacturers began
producing inexpensive plastic and/or
electric-powered models. A feature

of many commercial models is that
they were designed to sell in the US
as well as the UK, so the wheels can
be adjusted for 32mm or 45mm track!
That is easiest to accomplish when
the frames are outside the wheels, so
many locomotive models from the UK
have that style.

Of course, regular Gauge 0 trains on
32mm track are also possible, and
there are a few in the UK.

continued on next page
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The arrival of Lehmann Gross Bahn (Lehman’s Big Trains, or LGB) using plastic models running on 45mm
track resulted in quite a few “G scale” models of European prototypes. LGB makes models of meter-gauge
trains, amongst others, and many of the prototypes, such as the Hartz (HSB) in Germany, are running

in Europe. That is an easy vacation destination for many Brits so they embraced the LGB products.

Some British modelers choose to run Colorado narrow gauge and US standard gauge trains at 1:29 from
Aristocraft and USA Trains, though they are expensive due to the shipping and related expenses.

LGB trains running on 45mm track mostly model meter-gauge trains in 1:22.5 scale. There is another
group of model railroaders running 1:22.5—but models of standard gauge trains: it’s called Gauge 3.

The track is 2 % inch gauge, or 63.5mm. Those models are big! Gauge 3 was one of the original scales
invented many years ago, so there was always a small cadre of modelers in the UK with these big 2 % inch
gauge tracks. About twenty years ago, Kingscale started selling Gauge 3 models of British locomotives,
powered by live steam. Around the same time, Garden Railway Specialists began selling kits for
locomotives with electric motors. There were several kits for the rolling stock, so the number of modelers
in that scale increased.

Photo by Ed Sadler
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The UK garden railway scene thus encompasses three gauges and many scales. It is not unusual for a
garden layout to have multiple-gauge tracks, just as the D&RGW interlaced 3-foot and 4-foot 8%-inch gauge
track in Colorado. Gauge 1 (45mm) and Gauge 0 (32mm) are the usual pair.

In the UK, | suspect the majority of garden railways
model in SM32, as it is easy to fit in a small garden.
“G-scale” (45mm gauge, US or Euro) layouts are
probably as popular as SM32. Gauge 1 layouts
modeling 1:32 scale are less evident, if only due to
the area needed for such a big layout. The number
of Gauge 3 layouts is small.

Support your Local Train
Shops & Your Favorite
On-Line Train Websites.

Donate to Railroad Museums &
Excursion Train Foundations.

Keep Trains on the Rails in All Scales.

For further information:

www.16mm.org.uk/

Please let our advertisers know you appreciate
www.glmra.com
= [ their support for Garden Railroading News.

www.gauge3.org.uk/
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Streamiliner Polster Fix
Worked?

To Todd Brody — Please send the
dwyg files from GRNews March/April
2023 Tmproving a Streamiiner.” One
of our Pirsburgh Garden Railway
Society club members has 1 number
of the coaches and is looking forward
to trving the fix. Thanks,

Drave Bodnar

Pittsburgh Garden Railway Sociecy

Toghd ."HF."I.*.'.-.".' Hi D,

Thanks for your intevest. The files ave in
udxf format. FYT the modificd bolers
alto aliw for more side fo stde rock, ei-
I,E:-.-.'."!'r.l.l'e:p rll'ﬂ Lt .'.r.lh‘_,l".lr.-:.u" Beadd rertber phan
round head sores fo secure the boliters,
and this alfsws for more independence
Beitpeen P Foe sefr of frvcks when fhe

Boly Feoists, Bogh I_Eu::ll:.'r.l'-' ,"ﬁfr:l&.l.
Tahe care, Todd
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STRAICHT FROM THE
IRON HORSE®™S MOUTH

Latters b the Edilor should be seai o3 a-mads only o Corda Brond Breifner ok

Editor@GRMaws.org

Litness will than be oddeessed occordingly ond,/or possed on s the aushor for Further edificotion. Bnless
marked ntheraise, ketters i this publicotion am ossemed fo be sbemitted for print, Pleases include your nome
ond club offiliotion. Plense nate thot we moy not be able bo print all letars, theugh we will try to respond b
them, Letters may he edited for [ength and clorify, We ore unnble to answer mquests for information obous
spetific products or systems; these ore best oddressed to the oppropeiote manefoturer.

Todd — 1 cut 6 sets of the acrylic
items and my buddy has successfully
installed most of them; said the
plates snapped right in! He will ler
me know once he runs them ourside.
Thanks for putting this all together,
Dave

Follow-up trom John Weimer:

| actually used stainless seeel oval
Phillips head sheet metal screws #6 x
" to artach the bolsters to the body
and countersunk the taper — as he
said it allows freedom of movement
without carching. The screws could
be shorter, but they were whar 1 had
on hand.

Completed all & cars and made up a
train. It rums really well around the
ceiling, Due to the ceilling mounes,
the ceiling track has its dips and

rwists much as cur outside track. It
alsn has fairly tight curves. Irisa

gond test.

The cars look much more realistic
with the lower truck mounts and
body mount couplers, They are closer
together and lower on track height.

The couplers with the number of
shims I have been using also now
march up with the Kadee standard
gauge. 1 no longer need a conversion
cir between the diesel and the
passenger cars,

Todd's modification method is a
great contribution for making these
beautiful cars more serviceable and

reliable.
Thanks again for all vour help.

lohn
Firrshurgh Garden Raitway Society

Affiliated Clubs outside the US by Province & Country as of 8/10/2023
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UE .....ccono.. G Scale Society Uniled Eingdom
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North Alabama Garden Railway Club

Greater Hot Springs Garden Railway Society
Northwest Arkansas Garden Railway Society

. Ozark Garden Railroad Society

Arizona Big Trains Operators

Central Arizona Model RR Club

Gadsden Pacific Div. Toy Train Operating Museum
Oracle Community Learning Garden Kid’s Railroad
Sun City West Model Railroad Club

Tucson Garden Railway Society

VDO Garden Railroad Club

1:32 Scale Group

Bay Area Garden Railway Society

Central California Coast Garden Railroad Society
Del Oro Pacific Large Scale Modular Railroaders
Diablo Pacific Short Line

Fairplex Garden Railroad Volunteers
Gandydancers

Gold Coast Garden Railway Society

Mendocino Coast Model RR & Navigation Co.
Orange County Garden Railway Society
Redwood Empire Garden Railway Society
Sacramento Valley Garden Railway Society

San Diego Garden Railway Society

San Joaquin Valley Garden Railway Society

San Leandro Historical Railway Society G&O Rwy
Santa Clarita Valley Garden Railroad Club
Santa Fe & Buthead Cove RR Train Group

Shasta Garden Railway Society

Southern California Garden Railway Society
Upland Garden Railroad Society

Denver Garden Railway Society

Grand Valley Model Railroad Club

Mile High Garden Railway Society

Northern Colorado Garden Railroaders

Boothe Memorial Railway Society

Central Connecticut “G” Gaugers Modular Club
CT"G” Scalers

D.C./MD/VA* Washington, Virginia & Maryland GRS

First State Model Railroad Club

Shore Line Garden Railroad Club

Emerald Coast Garden Railway Club

Florida Garden Railway Society

Model RR Division of Florida RR Museum
Tradewinds & Atlantic Railroad, Inc

West Florida Railroad Museum

Georgia Garden Railway Society

Central lowa Garden Railway Society
Southern Idaho G-Scale Railroad Society
Inland Northwest Garden Railroad Society
Chicago Area Garden Railway Society
LGB Model Railroad Club of Chicago
Midwest RAILS (Railroaders Active In Large Scale)
llliana Garden Railway Society

Indiana Large Scale Railroaders

MO-KAN Garden Railroaders

KY/OH* ... Greater Cincinnati Garden Railway Society

Greater Baton Rouge Model Railroaders WI .
Ambherst Railway Society
Rusty Rails & Rotten Ties

NarionaL US

Big Train Operator Club

Gulf Coast & Central Florida RR Museum, Bushnell Stn
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Affiliated United States Clubs by State as of 8/10/2023

Mason Dixon Large Scale Railroad Society
Washington, Virginia & Maryland GRS
Maine Garden Railway Society

. Lakeshore Garden Railway Club
. Minnesota Garden Railway Society

MO-KAN Garden Railroaders

. Ozark Garden Railroad Society

Apple Valley Model Railroad Club

.... Coastal Carolina Garden Railroad Society
.... Gibsonville Garden RailRoad Inc
... North Carolina Garden Railway Society
. Piedmont Garden Railway Society
... Rivercity Railroaders
... New Hampshire Garden Railway Society
... New Jersey Garden Railway Society
. South Jersey Garden Railway Society
... New Mexico Garden Railroaders
.... Las Vegas Garden Railroad Society
... Northern Nevada Garden Railroad Society
. Central New York Large Scale Railway Society
... Finger Lakes Live Steamers
... Genesee G Gauge Railway Society
.... Long Island Garden Railway Society, Inc.
... Western New York Garden Railway Society
. Buckeye State Garden Railroaders

Columbus Garden Railway Society
Greater Cincinnati Garden Railway Society
Miami Valley Garden Railway Society

. Northern Ohio Garden Railway Society
. Riverside Railroad Crew

Central Oklahoma Garden Railroad Society

. Ozark Garden Railroad Society

Tulsa Garden Railway Club

.... Cascade Crossing Module G-Scale Group
.... Medford Garden Railroaders
... Northwest “G” Railroad Club
.... Rose City Garden Railway Society
.... Lehigh Valley Garden Railroaders
. North Central Pennsylvania Mountains GRS
.... Pennsylvania Garden Rail Society
. Pittsburgh Garden Railway Society
.... Southeastern Pennsylvania Garden Railway Society
.... Susquehanna Valley Garden Railway Society
. Crossville Model Railroad Club
... Knoxville Area Model Railroaders
... Mid-South Garden Railway Society
... Nashville Garden Railway Society
.... Houston Area G Gaugers
. North Texas Garden Railroad Club
.... San Antonio Garden Railway Engineer Society
... Color Country Model Railroad Club
. Utah Garden Railway Society
. Piedmont Railroaders

Tidewater Big Train Operators
Washington, Virginia & Maryland GRS
Emerald Heights' Garden Railroad

Inland Northwest Garden Railroad Society
Puget Sound Garden Railway Society

. Kenosha Garden Railroad Society

Wisconsin Garden Railway Society

LGB of America

* Club/Society includes members from multiple states and is listed under each state.

Please let our advertisers know you appreciate their support for Garden Railroading News.

AMfiliated Clubs in the U.S.

Check www.GRNews.org for an up-to-date Club Listing
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Download Back Issues of Garden Railroading News

with the Archive Tab at www.GRNews.org
Direct download web addresses changed in 10/2022 due to technical issues.
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browsers, but is best inside Acrobat Reader where you can control more display options and
jump around throughout the magazine. All browsers have a download option, but the icons WEBSITES &
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a location on your device. Some icon examples are shown here. Look for the arrow.
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