Garden Railroading eNews No.1  Nov/Dec 2020

Seasons Greetings and welcome to the first edition of GRNews.

Over 80 GR clubs in the US, Canada and overseas have agreed to distribute GRNews

to their members. You can find a list of those clubs on our website: www.GRNews.org

— If you don't see your club on the list, complete a simple form on the website to help us
establish contact with your club.

The many Garden Railroaders who do not belong to a club can get GRNews from our
www.GRNews.org website, and everyone can get more news on our Facebook Group at:
www.facebook.com/groups/gardenrailroadingenews

GRNews is a volunteer initiative, started just five months ago. Modest operating costs will
be covered by modest advertising rates as our vendors are critical to our hobby’s future.

We are delighted with the support received from the GR community to date and hope you
enjoy this collection of articles. Please share the GRNews and spread our hobby.

May your Holidays be joyful and safe!
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Als Garden Center
Christmas Display

by Bill Derville

Photos by Bill Derville unless otherwise noted

Rose City Garden Railway Society

For the past dozen years, Rose
City Garden Railway Society has built
a Christmas display G-Scale railroad
for AI's Garden Center—Sherwood, a
large local nursery. In turn, several
of Al's stores sell booklet/tickets for
our Railroads in the Garden Summer
Tour, a tour of many of the club’s lay-
outs that are open to the public on the
Saturday before Father’s Day in June.

Al's provides the tables and a few

The tall trestle proudly displays the name of our club. The engine is provided
by the club, but Al’s Garden Center pays for all repairs and refurbishment.
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club’s name and logo on the tender,
track, a track cleaning car, a trans-
former, and all scenery. The track,
along with bridges, trees, and a few
buildings, are stored at the store when
not in use. Club members bring build-
ings, water tanks, tunnel portals, vehi-
cles, people, animals and other items
and take them home when the layout
is dismantled after Christmas.

continued middle of next page
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Department 56 buildings create a forced perspective of distance behind the Ll e da R e S
lake made from a mirror. Models of Al’s Garden Center store and greenhouses CIiff castings anchor snow blanket.
were custom built by club members Hal Beighley and Ron Tweet. Crushed rock ballast lines track.

?Eﬁﬂ Rose City Garden Railway Society

Portland, Oregon
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This picture shows the layout of the tables, the Christmas
tree, and the track with roadbed which is made of particle
board. Notice the track is set on 2”x6” precut to the same
length to keep the track level and allows the scenery to
extend below the level of the track. The uprights are not
attached to the table, but the roadbed is screwed to the
uprights. The track is held together with Split Jaw Clamps

The club sets up the display around
the first of November, just before Al's
huge Christmas Evening of Lights
weekend; so many people attend that
police are needed to direct traffic in
and out of their parking lot. It takes 8
to 12 club members about 6 hours to
extract all the stored items from stor-
age and set up the layout. The layout
measures 15 feet by 25 feet.

The scenery is supported by boxes
which Al's keeps for various displays
during the year. Snow blanket over
the boxes create mountains and tun-
nels. Scenery includes a decked-out
Christmas tree which is placed in the
center of the mountains. Rock molds

purchased from Joel Bragdon were
used to create the cliff scene used to
anchor the snow blanket. Al's mar-
quee stands out among the Christmas
Village store fronts. Even a (mirror)
lake sometimes appears. Once the
scenery is in place, we sprinkle on bal-
last made from real crushed rock.

The train only runs when a button
is pushed by a guest, keeping the en-
gine from wearing out. Still the engine
requires maintenance and sometimes
needs to be replaced with a second
engine during repairs. Al's pays for the
snow blanket, snow, and all equipment
repairs. Club members provide the

continued middle of next page

The author is arranging the crates that will
support the scenery. Every year the display
is put together a little differently making
each layout a slightly new creation.
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Rose City Garden Railway Society’s Public Christmas Display

Crates from the garden center are used to support the scenery and form
the roof for the tunnel. The snow blanket will hang over the boxes on
the right giving us access to the tunnel when necessary. A black towel is

The trestle was hand built by Gary Lee. Stepping stones
support the bents on both sides. Thumb tacks are used
to attach the snow blanket to the bottom of the bents.
Zan Zweerts, on platform, is arranging box supports
and attaching wire mesh with a stapler to support

Press the green button to start the train.
Plants will go around the display to keep
visitors a few feet from the layout.

Photo by Robert Harmen
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put over the tunnel under the snow blanket to keep the tunnel dark.

Rose City Garden Railway Society

Portland, Oregon

Garden Railroading eNews Page 4
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Gary Lee, NMRA Master Model Railroader, and wife
Jonette (in background), Penny Walker (center), and Jen
Eckardt (left) are working on adding the snow blanket
and snow to the scene. We purchase more than a full roll
of fresh snow blanket from a fabric Store every year

The scenery and tunnels change every year based on
the arrangement of the supporting boxes. But the use of
bridges and track plan remain the same every year

Trees will be set out on the layout
supported by the box substructure.

&,w ; U Tour and about our club. Usually 350

labor for repairs and build the layout at
no charge.

A stand offers viewers a button to
run the train for one minute and a sup-
ply of fliers about our next Summer

or more are taken by visitors.

The Rose City Garden Railway
Society has grown every year since
this display has been built. It is one
of many reasons our club size has
doubled to 140 members in the last
six years, showing that every outreach
helps build our club and the hobby.
Due to Covid-19, this will be the first
year the layout has not been con-
structed in the past 10 years, but it is
expected to return next year.

Photo by Robert Harmen

The 2019 Christmas Display was a
hit. Below observers follow the train.

Photo by Robert Harmen

This trestle, donated to the club a few years ago, is now
used to extend the layout off the end of the table. Built on a
plywood stand, it can by carried by two people. It is stored

in the store’s attic along with track, roadbed, cars, trees,

the stand with the “start” button, and some structures.

?Eﬁﬂ Rose City Garden Railway Society

Photo by Robert Harmen

Portland, Oregon
Rose City Garden Railway Society’s Public Christmas Display

Photo by Robert Harmen
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'L72305 Christmas Train Starter Set
Electric, ready-to-run starter set includes everything needed to set up and run, right out of the box.
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L36020 (hnstmus Car for 2020

Visit LGB.com to see the complete line of products. Purchase from your favorite LGB® dealer today! marklin.com / LGB.com
Email customerservice@marklin.com for a free New Items catalog. customerservice@marklin.com
Photos not to scale. ©2020 Marklin, Inc.



Upgraded Wireless Throttle Control for
Bridgewerks Power Controllers

Bridgewerks has released others, sometimes runs a train dis-
the ROAMER, a wireless remote play at a public event that draws
throttle control. This upgraded a crowd of kids. Our Bridgewerks
replacement for their RC-100 re- controller powers a track effort-
mote features an enhanced range, lessly for the whole day. We have
a die-cast aluminum case, and used the RC-100 to change speed
an emergency stop function. The sometimes, but could have used
ROAMER will plug into the back the emergency stop feature several
of any of the Bridgewerks control-  times over the years. The aluminum
lers except for the Morrison, and case should be sturdier than the
provides wireless control over the plastic case on the earlier remote.
throttle with a pocket sized keyfob It appears that Bridgewerks has
remote transmitter. successfully improved one of their

Our club, Santa Clarita Valley products.

Garden Railroad Club, like many — Editor

Fans of model live steam
should know that Accucraft &
affiliates have a new website:
LiveSteamStation.com

White River Productions has
announced a Garden Trains
Annual coming in April 2021.
Pre-orders will be accepted at:
gardentrainsannual.com.

Coming to the next Garden Railroading eNews: 1/29 scale plans for a
roadside produce stand... or a contemporary reuse adaptation.
Plans courtesy of and drawn by Mike Collyer from the Central Ontario (Canada) Garden Railway Association Rails & Weeds

S

Structure with Optional Front Awning
and exterior 16" Shelves

New Products & News Garden Railroading eNews Page 7



Gold Coast Station Tehachapi 9th Annual Open House

PIKO brought
stacks of track
and switches
that were already
disappearing on
the first of three

days at great
sale prices.
Here Jonathan
Meador of PIKO 2
speaks with Bachmann brought an AT&SF
Gold Coast GRS 3 example of their new livestock cars.
member, George Horses bob in and out of the Santa
Arsenault. Fe car, also available for C&4NW and

Ringling Bros., Barnum & Bailey.

TR | ESREN | i e b et el \

LGB brought their new AT&SF Super Chief EMD F7A and B units WIth digitally
controlled light and sound. The stainless steel of the original engines is
replicated with chrome plating before painting the locomotive in AT&SF colors.
The plating progression of copper, then nickel, then chrome is shown below.

Not shown were animated cattle
riding in D&RGW or CB&Q stock cars.
For Christmas, Reindeer Transport
Express cars carry animated reindeer
for the North Pole & Southern RR.

Bachmann also brought their First
Responder Eggliners, complete with
flashing roof lights. The Halloween
Jack-o-liner and Santa’s Sleigh-liner
sat near a Lady Bug and Bumble Bee.

SCV GARDEN RAILROAD CLUB—October 2020 Page

Article from: Santa Clarita Valley Garden Railroad Club Newsletter October 2020  www.facebook.com/scvgre Garden Railroading eNews Page 8



Your Trains Deserve the BEST...

Made in Germany

. ¥
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Yes, we make PIKO G-Scale trains, buildings and track in our very own factory in
Germany. And we build them to last, using incredibly tough materials,

high-tech equipment, and old-fashioned craftsmanship.

See nearly 700 items in our G-Scale catalog!

TRACK FACTS:
* The Original German-made virgin brass rail
(NOT made in China using scrap metal, as some other brands are.)
» Over a dozen years on the market and not one piece of track returned
for ties degrading in the sun or other weather-related failure.
* Reliably available and an excellent value.

PIKO RailClamps
The attractive and easy way to ensure reliable
electrical contact between track sections outdoors.

35293 “On-Rail” 35294 “Over-Joiner”

‘We use Virgin Brass rail — it’s mined, refined, and drawn into rail
- - Superior electrical conductor - far better than other metals
- Stays clean longer - easier to clean when needed
- Sides of rail develop a realistic weathered patina
- Others use scrap metal - their ugly yellow rails will rust 4
» Code 332 Rail (.332” high) - solid profile - no hollowed-out areas (Both styles available in 10-packs)
* Ties of UV-stabilized HDPE to last for decades outdoors
« Sturdy rail joiners fit tightly to the rail profile
» Compatible with most other brands... but PIKO is the BEST quality!

PIKO America - 877-678-4449 4610 Alvarado Canyon Rd #5 p I K D
www.piko-america.com San Diego CA 92120
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TMFRR ¢ The Too Much Fun Railroad ¢ Vic & Sue Thies, Proprietors
An Eclectic Garden Railroad for All Ages

Railway at a Glance
Name: TooMuchFun Railroad
Website: toomuchfunrailroad.com
Size: 60" wide x 25’ deep x 15' high

Scale: varies from 1:24 to O- scale
used for forced perspectives

Gauge: G-scale plus a small N-
scale railroad within a railroad

Era: From ancient medieval times
to modern day

Age: 10 years

Power: All 11 lines are track pow-
ered with multiple Bridgewerks
transformers; Lighting circuits
are powered by a 12-volt DC 50-
amp Astron power supply

Total track length of 11 lines (3 overhead
and 8 garden): approximately 1,800’

Type of track: Mainly LGB & USA
sectional, some Train-li-USA and
LGB flex track

Min diameter: 4" (Fairy Garden line 2')
Max diameter: 8'

Max grades: 3.5% on the “L” loop
and 30% on the helix lines

Structures: Custom structures from
Rainbow Ridge and kits from
many of the G-Scale companies

Lighting: Over 98% of the 50,000
lights are LED with some incan-
descent street-lamps spread
throughout the layout

Some of the Plants on

the TooMuchFun RR
Cuphea hyssopifolia
- White false heather

Thymus Serpyllum
- “Pink Chintz” Thyme

Chamlawsoniana Ellwoods Gold Pillar
Podocupus “Peking”

Juniperus procumbens
- Dwarf Japanese Juniper

Cotoneaster glaucophyllus
- Cotoneaster Gray

Variegated English Boxwood

Olea Europaea - Olive “San Fernando”
Coprosma - “Rainbow Surprise”
Myrsine - “African Boxwood”
Punica granatum - “Nama”

How it all got started

Our TooMuchFun RR adventure
began in 2010 when we bought
an overhead suspended layout
system for our covered patio from
Gold Coast Station after watching
trains pass through the famous
Tehachapi Loop, an amazing helix.

We rushed home to install it
and, five months of installation
later, we had learned that in this
hobby nothing goes as quickly as
initially anticipated.

The150 foot loop travels around
the covered patio with a siding
through the house into the family
room, where two additional yard
tracks allow for parking of various
consists waiting to be dispatched.
An additional double-track sus-
pended system in our family room
allows for the running of up to
three trains when outside weather
is questionable.

Initial Design Concepts
and Challenges

When we began planning for
a true garden railroad in our lim-
ited space, a typical Southern
California tract home backyard,
our first challenge was to define
our railroad; should we choose a
specific era in time, a geographical

Featured Layout: Vic & Sue Thies' Too Much Fun RR: An Eclectic Garden Railroad

More about the TMFRR can be found in a GReNews Extra at www.grnews.org

The suspended rail line over the o

patio extends into the family room.
I =l -

area of the world and its trains, a
consistent “scale” within G-scale
or just have TooMuchFun? We
reflected on one of the most popu-
lar and diverse train rides in the
world, the Disneyland Railroad
and its travels to multiple themed
areas. We decided not to limit our-
selves, but to have an extremely

Garden Railroading eNews Page 10



eclectic layout similar to Walt
Disney’s Disneyland RR.

With that in mind, we started-
designing and building our garden
TMFRR “on the fly.” Over the last
ten years, we have added dozens
of scenes and themes from child-
hood memories, past travels, and
ideas from visiting layouts through-
out the country. To allow the fun to
continue after dark, we added light-
ing to every building, landscape
area and scene.

Our uphill-sloped backyard
posed design and construction
challenges, but after visiting a lay-
out partially built on a similar slope,
we decided to create a 3D diorama
look to the TMFRR by adding 15
feet of height.

The Thoughts Behind

the TMFRR

We read numerous instructional
books/magazines, bought as many
past issues of Garden Railways

Magazine as possible, watched

“how to” videos and asked lots of

questions of club members.

We realized the following design
concepts were important to us:

* Each track should have its own separate
line and power supply.

* Everything (track lines, scenery, hard-
scape) is to be constructed to 30 inches
or higher for easier access, maintenance
and better viewing.

* Have multiple levels of tracks and scenes
and include the slope area.

* Not restrict ourselves to any geographical
area, era or theme.

* Be able to run and enjoy the layout dur-
ing darkness.

* Build with more emphasis on scenery
and themes than on garden plants.

+ Build the railroad to last using solid con-
struction techniques.

* Have TooMuchFun with the railroad!

With these concepts in mind, we  This allowed us to easily add and

began what would turn out to be a
multi-year process of building and
adding new areas to the TMFRR.

Construction Techniques
Working with sectional track,
ropes, marking paint and card-
board cutouts of building footprints,
we began the long process of lay-
ing out the basic track designs.
After raising the valley or flat por-
tion of the railroad with over 100
cubic yards of dirt, we used the
“Split Jaw” PVC roadbed system.

Featured Layout: Vic & Sue Thies' Too Much Fun RR: An Eclectic Garden Railroad

Building up the concrete Utah-look Red Rock Canyon and mountains.

hide an extensive drip & mist sys-
tem, as well as electrical wires for
track power and accessory lighting.

Numerous metal bridges for
several raised lines were ordered
from Eaglewings Iron Craft.

We hired a very talented local
concrete sculpturing artist who had
never worked on a garden rail-
road before (his area of expertise
was concrete grottos, waterslides,
ponds and such) to construct rock
walls, tunnels and a four level helix
to raise the train up to the slope
area. We would eventually hire him
four more times as we add-
ed to the TMFRR.

Garden Railroading eNews Page 11



We recommend extensive
research into construction tech-
niques that work for you, your
climate and weather, and the
durability of your layout. Our ap-
proximately 1,500 feet of garden
railroad track (eight garden lines)
rests on metal bridges, concrete or
the PVC roadbed system; nothing
is on dirt or unstable ground.

Murals bookend both ends of
the layout, with the north side re-
flecting a medieval dragon theme
and the south side extending the
mountain and valley scenery.

Controlling It All

Knowing our limited electronics
expertise, our home electrician,
Kevin, offered to design and build
a portable roll-around control cen-
ter to run the eight garden trains
and all accessories. All compo-
nents, including two large 80-wire
harnesses connecting the control
center to the layout, were built to
industrial/military grade specs.
This will hopefully allow for many
years of worry-free use. Multiple
Bridgewerks transformers power
the train tracks.

The original concept was to
have around 10 to 12 lighting and
accessory circuits. As we dis-
cussed the lighting plans, Kevin

made a suggestion (for which | am

Track Diagram

The fun continues after dark as both static and color-changing lights come on.

thankful) to increase the number
of fuse protected circuits to forty
so as to quickly identify a “short-
circuit” based on a geographical
area. While the number of “shorts”
has been minuscule, this has been
a huge time saver when a short
has occurred.

An Astron 50-amp power supply
provides pure 12-volt DC current to
all the lighting and accessories for
the entire layout, maintaining clean
and flicker-free DC power to the
thousands of LEDs. Low cost, but
durable, variable DC to DC voltage
reducers placed inside weather-
proof plastic boxes reduce voltag-
es for animated circus rides, sound
effects and specialty lights.

TMFRR Description

The TMFRR consists of approxi-
mately 1,800 feet of track spread
out over eight garden lines and
three suspended railroads. Having

an eclectic multi-themed layout
doesn’t restrict us to steam, diesel
or a certain railroad line. We enjoy
changing the overhead trains on a
weekly basis. The TMFRR runs ev-
erything from Disney, Peanuts and
whimsical trains to more traditional
passenger and freight consists.
There are over 250 buildings
and structures made of various
materials within 15 different theme
areas. Desiring unique buildings
not available through traditional
suppliers, we discovered Rainbow
Ridge and their Precision Board
buildings. This material is extreme-
ly durable and lightweight. Many
of our buildings are “one of a kind”
and add tremendous and unique
character to the TMFRR.

For Video Tours
@ and Information ®
www.toomuchfunrailroad.com

For the rest of the TMFRR story, go to www.GRnews.org for a GReNews Extra

The TMFRR Control Center

Featured Layout: Vic & Sue Thies' Too Much Fun RR: An Eclectic Garden Railroad

TMFRR Lighting Circuits

oc@o@o@o@oBOoBORC @
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Lighting Circuits Panel

Garden Railroading eNews Page 12



NATIONAL

GARDEN

Nashville, N
RAILWAY Gaylord Opryland Resort
GONVENTION May 30-June5,2021

Included with your Friday Banquet Event Ticket...

- Country Music Recording Artist Irlene Mandrell

“2020” Convention Car is Still Available!

- Designed by NGRS and produced by PIKO. We still have some available.
- A great memento from 2020... an unprecedented year!

36th National Garden Railway Convention ng rC202 1 .Lom

Presented by the Nashville Garden Railway Society Registration is open



GVGRC Portable Sectional Layout Image Taken On August 20th, 14
_By Your Club’s Burnt Journal Editor John Shortreid

Several of the Club’s senior (meaning in age only) members got together for a reserved morning running on the

Sectional Layout. A special thanks to Norm Lang & John Lecky for organizing these events for the older (but

wiser) Club members. Note: the Club’s COVID - 19 rules were applied....

wy
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WWW.LIVESTEAMSTATION.COM

Brands

- Accucraft Trains - Maxi-Trak

- Aster Hobby - Argyle Loco Works
- AMS (American Model Supply) - J&M Models

- Accucraft UK - Albrae Models

- Accucraft Germany - 0.S. Engine

- AML (American Mainline) - Accucraft Ride-On

THE WORLD'’S LARGEST OFFICIAL ON-LINE STORE FOR LIVE
STEAM MODELS FROM THE BEST BRANDS.

Featuring

- Live Steam & Electric

-HO, O, G-1, F and Ride-On

- Standard, Narrow Gauge & Road Engines
- Passenger Cars and Rolling Stock

- Track

- Parts and accessories

ASTER HOBBY - LNER THOMPSON CLASS B1
1:32 Scale, Alcohol Fired, 4 Liveries, Kits and Ready To Run

ACCUCRAFT ADAMS RADIAL TANK 4 >4 2T
1:32 Scale, Butane Fired, 5 Liveries, Kits and Ready To Run

TRACK AND ACCESSORIES
Code 332 & 250, Rail Clamps and more

FH amd

ASTER HOBBY

ACCUCRAFT TRAINS

MUSEUM QUALITY BRASS MODELS

O S isuome

AML - GP60 & GP60M
1:29 Scale, Electric, Track or Battery Powered

cs|xT
15 12 10 @&

AML HIGH CUBE BOX CARS
1:29 Scale, Metal Trucks and Wheels

MAXITRAK - SENTINEL LORRY
3/4” Scale, Butane Fired Live Steam

ARL

ACCUCRAFT

MAXITRAK

The best of model rail & road

Live Steam Station ¢ 33260 Central Ave. Union City, CA 94587 USA « T(510) 324-3399 » www.livesteamstation.com



PAGE NMGRR NEWSLETTER OCTOBER, 2020

FROM THE EDITOR

NEew Mexico GARDEN RAILROADERS NEEWSLETTER
Vance Bass

Spring has come and gone, summer has come and gone. The Fall Equinox has passed.
Where the hell did this year go? Well, I hope we’re all getting some things done while we’re cooped
up in our workshops and spare bedrooms. This is what we have all been dreaming about, right?

I’ll pass along a technique I’ve (re)discovered lately: to put a rusty finish on plastic or non-

ferrous metal, take some iron filings (cast iron is best, or mild steel, or steel wool, but not tool or
stainless steel) and put them into a jar with some vinegar, some salt, and some water. Exact

amounts are not critical. Stir it up to make a sludge. Let it sit for a week or two and you’ll have a
lovely black goo. You can add more water or vinegar later, if needed, to make it more spreadable.

To apply, pour a little out into a plastic cup (I save polypropylene cups from cough medicine
bottles and one-serving applesauce). Add a few drops of PVA glue to make it stick, then stir. Brush
it on with a brush you don’t mind getting gunky.

It looks best when applied over gray or oxide red primer. In your goo, there will be dark
juice, and there will be chunks (depending on how coarse your iron filings are). Apply the juice with
or without chunks, depending on how much aging you want to show. The chunks really give it a
nice, corroded texture. When dry, the black goo will turn rusty brown, then pick up some orange.
.ﬁu.\_ ¥ ;,‘ y o - s - et
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This truck was an ordinary Bachmann black plastic item. 1 painted it oxide red and brushed it with
the solution described above. It matches the heavily rusted undercarriage of this dump car perfectly.

Jluce ey
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Arsenault Meet by Gary Olmstead I
; | 5 MAAN

Sunset Valley Railroad

The world’s most comprehensive code 250 track system

We offer 45mm, 32mm and dual gauge track in both narrow gauge and mainline scales. We offer 4 kinds of rail,
aircraft alloy aluminum, brass, nickel silver and stainless steel. We have a full range of switches and pneumatic
switch operators to complement our track. It’s a winning combination of price and quality!

: ~ | Accucraft/Aster - I_I .

t :‘.

Roundhouse Qoo

Sunset Valley is a preferred dealer
for Accucraft/Aster and Roundhouse
Having built over 50 Aster engines
in the past we are able to give
expert technical advice and help
when you build your kit

We make 38 types of switch in brass, stainless and
Ni-Sil for every track requirement. Sizes #3, #4, #6,
#8 and #10, plus curved and crossings.

Our mainline and narrow
gauge ftrack is made to
prototypically correct tie and
rail sizes. Why put down toy
track when you can get our
good looking realistic track
and switches?

Our popular switch
groundthrow, in
brass and stainless

Our pneumatic switch system.
Simple and very reliable!

oundhouse Davenport

Email pete@sunsetvalleyrailroad.com | Nearly everything proudly made in the USA'! |

Call 253-862-6748 sunsetvalleyrailroad.com

Check our website for color photos and movies

Photo above from: Gold Coast Garden Railway Society Flyer November 2020  www.gcgrs.com Garden Railroading eNews Page 17
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TRAINZEED

Trainz.com wants your G scale collection! e
With 25 years of experience, we make it easy to ‘ . G-Ri?“

. ) & CW
sell your collection. )

sellmytrains.com
866-285-5840

Looking for a great selection
of new and used trains in G?

Visit Trainz.com

THE TRAIN SHACK, INC

SERVING ALL YOUR MODEL RAILROAD NEEDS SINCE 1985

ALL ScaLEs G-N VINTAGE To NEW
AUTHORIZED FACTORY SERVICE
DIGITAL INSTALLATIONS
House CaALLs & CUSTOM LarouTs
WORLD WIDE SHIPFING

Model railroads for home or business

Overhead-Garden-Tabletop
David Bennett

770-597-0038

dave@traininstallations.com
www.traininstallations.com

1030 N. HOLLYWOOD WAY » BURBANK, CA 91505
l www.trainshack.com (818) 842-3330

AMERICAN MADE STEEL BRIDGES, INC.

274 Hernado Rd, Winter Haven Fl 33884
(863) 207 2638 e Email: Chris.obridge @gmail.com
americanmadesteelbridges.com

3
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L RS W
Stainless Steel Bridge 18" $180 + s&H (as shown 54" $540 + s&H)
**Regular Steel 18" Cost S90 + S&H

Towers are $180 each
Stainless Bridges now available in Color [red gray or black]

Garden Railroading eNews Page 18



My Concrete Village
Photos and article by Pete Comley

Buildings are a nice addition to any garden railroad, and
many of our layouts have a town nestled among the shrub-
bery. To cater for this there are several companies that offer
a range of buildings suitable for the outdoors, made from
weather and U-V resistant plastics. They are mostly of Ger-
man design (Pola etc.) with a few US structures, also they are
nearly all in 1:22.5 scale, costing $100-200 each. Sadly, there
are no buildings I know of offered in 1:32 scale which would
be the size I am looking for. I have also seen many home-
made buildings, and a lot of work goes into them as well.
These are usually wood because it is the easiest to work with.
One issue I believe is that these are not totally weatherproof
and will disintegrate over time with the effects of rain, frost,
and sun. At the NGRC in Santa Clara in 2016 I attended a
presentation on making your own designed buildings out of
concrete using a kit in which you made the walls one at a
time in 2" thick concrete reinforced with '4” metal mesh
(landscape fabric). I tried a couple of times making a small
building but found it messy and labor intensive, so I gave up.

What I did instead was to try a solid concrete building, in
this case a platelayer’s hut. I made a casting mold from 17
plywood and lined it with sheet plastic brick glued the
‘wrong’ side against the wood, figure 1. I cut a piece of 1/8”
hardboard for the door which would be inset in the wall on
the model to give it some depth. I sprayed everything with 3-
in-1 oil, and because I wasn’t sure how well regular concrete
would fill in all the fine detail of the brickwork I used “Vinyl
Concrete patch’, which is basically a mortar mix with a plas-
tic binder. It comes in 20 lb. buckets. The model is cast up-
side down so the top of the casting is the base of the model.

After casting I vibrated the mold by pressing an orbital
sander, sans disk, against a side, it was highly effective in fill-
ing all the corners and letting bubbles rise to the top. After 2

Pag{d)

Custom Built & Painted Large Scale Trains
Custom Decals made to order

CATALOG
$7.00
REFUNDABLE ON
ORDERS OF $50.00 OR
MORE
SHAWMUT CAR SHOPS.COM
307 North Michael Street, St Marys, PA 15857
814-834-9455

E- mail: shawmutcarshops@yahoo.com

Article from: Puget Sound Garden Railway Society Garden Railroading October 2020
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Puget Sound Garden Railroading
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days I de-molded and was pleased with the result, it repro-
duced the brickwork well( Photo 1.)

¥ -~

After a week I painted the whole with gray exterior
house paint, then painted the brickwork red using a foam
painting tool very lightly dipped in the paint. I made 8 of
these that summer and put them out around my train layout.
After 4 years outside in the Pacific NW climate they have all
survived very well, no damage to any of them.

Buoyed by this and trying to find something to do in the
Covid shutdown I decided to try something larger. I made 3
molds shown in Photo 2 (o# next page) and decided to keep
the walls flat rather than line them with brick or stone detail.
I also made the buildings somewhat narrower front to back
than they should be, because even in 1:32 scale they would
be bulky and heavy. I used kerosene as the parting agent and
a bag of regular concrete rather than the concrete patch.

Continued on next page.
October 2020
Garden Railroading eNews Bonus Photo

Signal box and water tower, made from the same mold.

WWW.PSQrs.org Garden Railroading eNews Page 19
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I made doors and windows and glued them against the
wood sides. Concrete takes some time to cure, 2-3 days min-
imum and 28 to fully harden. I demolded after 4 days, as
before.

Disastet! For whatever reason, the concrete did not cure
propetly and crumbled off any sharp corners and even some
of the flat sides (Photo 3) possibly due to it reacting to the
kerosener Also, the door and window forms stuck to the
concrete.

What to do? I ordered a water based parting agent used
in industry that is painted onto the wood prior to casting.
This worked out better but was not wholly satisfactorily, es-
pecially as it was rather expensive. Concrete still pulled off
tiny slivers of wood as I made more castings off each mold,
and eventually the wood surface was quite rough, (Photo 4)
but it was an improvement over the original runs and I sup-
pose it gave the surface some texture. Always look for the
silver lining!

October 2020

Article from: Puget Sound Garden Railway Society Garden Railroading October 2020

Puget Sound Garden Railroading

20

' Pho&l‘

I also gave up on casting doors and windows into the
mold, instead using a technique that is often used on real
buildings, especially in Europe. It is called Trompe loeil
(pronounced trump loy, French for ‘deceive the eye’) where
they paint windows and doors onto a flat wall to make it
look like the rest of the building. Photo 5 shows one such
example, a flat wall facing the photographer, with trompe
P'oeil balconies, pot plants, people, etc. painted on, and just
the straight shadow of the sun across the top balcony giving
it away!

Being somewhat impatient I didn’t want to wait 4 days
between castings and so used quickset concrete instead. It is
supposed to harden in 10 minutes, however I waited one day
before demolding and this worked out fine. After a week of
casting I had about 20 buildings, total cost $15. By varying
the amount of pour in the mold I could make buildings of
different heights. I still waited a week before painting all
with a garage floor paint, I wanted them to be completely
waterproof, then painting them to suit with house paint.

Continued on next page.

Page@

WWW.PSQrs.org Garden Railroading eNews Page 20



Continued from previous page.

Home Depot sells small pots of house paint to your
choice of color for about $3, 1 find these ate ideal. The roofs
are cut from pieces of composition roofing tile glued on up-
side down with Henry’s roofing cement, and I made a small
RTV mold for the chimneys and cast those in resin. Photo 6
shows a row of workers cottages, these were quite common
all over Britain. Photo 7 is the vicarage; next year it will have
sedum greenery around it. Photo 8 is the wool merchant’s
house, the most prosperous in the village. Photo 9 is the vil-
lage hall, made from 2 castings end to end. Photo 10 is the
village as it stands today.

The whole idea of this was to have a 1:32 scale village
that can be kept outside year-round without degradation and
I hope this is one such answer. The buildings cost less than a
dollar each, they weigh around 2-12 lbs. so won’t blow over,
and look just fine when observing the *10 ft rule’. Maybe
one day I’ll splash out on another $5 bag of quickset and
make some more!

Pag@ Puget Sound Garden Railroading October 2020

Article from: Puget Sound Garden Railway Society Garden Railroading October 2020
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OLD DOMINION RAILWAYS e ———
LGB Trains from Germany REINDEER PASS
Sales - Repairs - DCC/DC Sound Decoder Installations VEURGARBEN RAILWAY HEABRUARTERS
Weh?;ite: www.E!It:l_DunﬁfliunRailnrayls.cam Mike & Renee Kidman ReindeerPass.com
Email: DtdDum‘mmnEa.ltways@gma‘il_!:nm 5220 NW 8" Street Renee@ReindeerPass.com
Thomas White - Cell: 703-946-4522 Ankeny, 1A 50023 515-984-6946

Northern Virginia

it 11T MASTERS www.bridge-masters.com

Track Cleaner
Goes around 1100 curves and switches.
Scotchbrite™ abrasive pad is replaceable.

$95.00 including priority shipping

LLAGAS

RAILWAYS

G Scale / Gauge 1 Track & Accessories
www.llagascreekrailways.com

Serwng Additional Produets:

You Since Culvert Bridge  Sub-Supported Bridge ¢ Telephone Pales

1981 with A-Frame Bridge ¢ Right-of-Way Signs ¢ Retaining Walls ®

over 65 Brass Structure Lights ® Warren Through Bridges ¢ Portals/

pro ducts Abutments"e Modular Deck Trestles (straight & curved) ®
Windmill-# Bumpers ¢ Coal Bins  Tank Stand ®

Loads ¢ Sheds e Platform Dock Set ¢ Fencing

llagascreekrailways@gmail.com

All products are pre-assembled with nails-and are dark semi-transparent stained.
Send us a large SASE for complete product line and pricing.

22626 Manalastas Dr, Lake Forest CA 92630 (714) 985-9007

World’s most complete line of premier
code 215 and code 250 track, turnouts,

-
and accessories. WWW, ;.«,\ =

Aluminum, Brass, and Nickel Silver rail aaytdey\]_i nes =
available &?\ q A
Sl by
Track, tie strips, and turnouts available in ' nej‘é ]
both 1:20.3 and 1:32 scale ties. G
L

The industry’s most detailed cast metal

points and frogs. N OW\CY N Ol"l"iS é{b ////}\’\\ S peCifical Iy

ko Custom Decals
7

£ N\

curved turnouts, wyes, creates gardens Lz °
::L!u;:\;iy :r.!:?s:sings :ll‘que TI:>y thd 39 1 . | bi{_/ (j\\\ Des.gn ed for
with metal wear parts, no plastic frogs! ](OV model trains! /f,{) S ®
We also do bespoke/custom work! Z/j//,;_g Your Rallroad
A58

1 (925) 408-9402  ZFz .

' nunorris@aol.com {;}\ Call or email

. (UL l Stan Cedarleaf

Custom turnout made for a customer using provided wood ties.

(928) 778-3732
’ scedarleaf@aol.com
cedarleafcustomdecals.com

Have something unique in mind? We will make
it

Custom track work services include full-size
printable PDF blueprints to ensure a proper fit
on your layout.
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From Mick Spilsbury aka Baron Spilsbury -- The
BCDM&RRC is designed to operate at night and it
was time to update the lighting in 9 passenger cars.
In December, their 25-year-old lights powered by
wheel brushes were replaced with LED strips
powered by ball-bearing wheels.

All BDM&RRC locos have been converted to
battery power, so track power is used solely for car
lighting & sounds, and everything operates best on
full power. Over Christmas, I decided that I loved
the even light emitted by the LED strips, but not the
stark white-light effect emitted - stark white even
though the LEDs were ‘warm white’. One month
later, lighting has been adapted to provide a
warmer, softer glow, as shown in the before-and-
after image below (left/right).

The change was achieved by mounting colored
Perspex over the LED strips. For those who might
want to adjust their car lighting, this is how I went
about it.

1. Orange Perspex was sourced from Tap

Plastics, cut to size. Each cut piece cost me $1

2. Mounts are trimmed NM Cable Wood
Staples.

3. GE 100% Silicone Sealant was used to adhere
the mounts to the roof of the cars and, also, to
adhere the Perspex strips to the mounts
leaving enough space between the LEDs and
the Perspex for heat from the LEDs to escape.

March 2018

Article from: Bay Area Garden Railway Society Trellis & Trestle March 2018
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www.bagrs.com

Walls of the privies were cut to accommodate
the Perspex strips. They were cut at the
cistern inset using small pliers, then the tabs
that insert into the window assembly were
glued in place. The placement of the lights
could be adjusted to avoid the necessity for
this, but my LED strips were already firmly
affixed.

All the tools and supplies used are shown
below. They are set out on the raised wood
platform used to support the roofs during
installation. I wuse the watchmaker’s
screwdriver to ‘spoon’ the Silicone Sealant.
RapidFuse is my glue of choice for smaller
adhesion spots. A set of Niji tools comes in
useful for all sorts of tasks - like prying the
protective paper off Perspex strips!

Copyright © 2018, Bay Area Garden Railway Society
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pravaEeess Photo Contest Winner
SOCIETY

This month’s winning photo “A Short Freight” was taken by Sue Cortese of their
layout The Northern Valley RR

SMOKE N’ CINDERS Long Island Garden Railway Society Page

INTRODUCING

RIDGEWERKE oo

CONTROL FOR BRIDGEWERKS
POWER CONTROLLERS

*IMPROVED RANGE
*EMERGENCY STOP

*DIECAST ALUMINUM CASE

POWER CONTROLLER NOT INCLUDED

visit Bridgewerks.com or call 1-253-225-9032
And check out our SALES! page on our website for great deals

Article from: Long Island Garden Railway Society Smoke & Cinders September 2020 ~ www.LIGRS.org Garden Railroading eNews Page 24



Plant of

-- By Richard Murray

COMMON NAME: Dwarf jasmine

BOTANICAL NAME: Jasminum parkeri

USDA HARDINESS ZONE: 7a (down to 0 degrees F)
SUNSET ZONE: 9, 12-24

DESCRIPTION

Jasminum parkeri is one of the prettiest dwarf
shrubs in my garden. It develops a profusion of
cheerful yellow flowers in late spring and early
summer. Its flowers are trumpet shaped with 5
petals. Although I have never tried to sniff the
flowers for fragrance, some reports are that the
flowers have a sweet fragrance. Other reports
say that there is no fragrance. Buy the plant and
check out its fragrance for yourself. Its
evergreen leaves are tiny and bright green. At
maturity its height x width is usually less than
12” x 24”. The plant in the photo was planted
about 5 years ago and is about 10” tall. It is a
choice plant that is quite dense and looks great

all year long. The one downside is that after
many years its roots can surface some distance
from the plant. If it is planted among rocks, the
roots are impossible to remove. When my first
plant suddenly died after about 15 years, my
next plant was planted in a large pot with the
bottom cut out. The pot now acts as a root
barrier. The branches tend to grow downward,
like a willow. Once a year I cut the branches off
before they touch the ground, preventing them

from rooting.
CULTURAL NEEDS

Jasminum parkeri likes either full sun or part
sun. It likes a range of soils, but they should be
well drained. It does well in either dry or moist
conditions.

ORIGINS

It is native to the western Himalayas. The plant
was originally collected from Himachal
Pradesh, India by Richard Parker in 1920 and
named for him. He sent it to Kew Botanical
Gardens, and it is now widely grown.

USES

It is best used as a container plant. It also works
well in a rock garden. It is even used as topiary
plant. It supposedly makes an interesting bonsai
subject, but [ have not yet seen one in any of the
collections of fellow bonsai club members. 1
certainly recommend it for garden railways!

NN NN NN NN NN NN

Cam P BC OX..

WHAT WE BELIEVE TO BE THE BEST COUPLER ACCESSORY
DIRECT FIT 3D PRINTED COUPLER BOXES FOR OPTIMAL TRAIN OPERATIONS

PROUDLY DESIGNED AND MADE IN CALIFORNIA

WWW.CAMARILLOPACIFIC.COM

www.camarillopacific.com

October 2020

Article from: Bay Area Garden Railway Society Trellis & Trestle October 2020

www.bagrs.org

Copyright © 2020, Bay Area Garden Railway Society B
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Roy’s Used Trains | |0 seuiees

HOLIDAY SALE

Buy, sell and trade G scale engines, 15% OFF
rolling stock, track, parts and buildings. EVERYTHING!
Call Roy 770-891-9462 EGGHAULERS.CcOM
CODE: GCNL2020

Roywilliamson52@gmail.com EXPIRES 12/31/2020

Laser-cut Wood Doors, Windows, and
Accessories at Affordable Prices!

Semi-custom — get the exact styles and sizes you need
Made from aircraft-grade Baltic birch ply

Online semi-custom door/window design wizard
Standard in 1:24 and 1:20; other scales available
Choose easy-to-assemble kits or pre-assembled

(%]
o
] /
8 X3
& ,

" WE HAVE GONDOLAS,
= FLAT CARSs, Box CARS,
Q CABOOSES FOR EGGLINERS
P
= =

Valley Train
" Station
o
g 13780 Ppedine Ave

Chilne CA 21710

Phone: $08-902-5351
FASC 905-902-5352

EC (ARDT SEE MORE AT Hours: 10 to & Ties —5at
DESIGN ..c www.eckardtdesign.com G Scale Only!

Slot Cars too!
] =. s .
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o, 3 Creating Interesting Store Fronts by Roberta Fleishman
Back in Houston in the early 80’s, Morrie had a row
of light plastic stores that needed to be brought to
life. He allowed me to have free rein on doing just
that. With my magazines and catalogues, | went to
work on creating a flower shop with a three dimen-
sional look by cutting out pictures of flowers and
SARA FAYE's B pasting them on various thickness of cardboard. |
FLOWER SHOP will then pasted them onto each pe
' other and then onto the =
store window. This gave the
effect of actual flowers in
1 the window. For the cloth-
ing store | simply beheaded |
some HO figures and placed
them in the window.

Now flash forward several decades to our garden railroad. Morrie started building the
Piko stores that come with picture store displays, folded to look three dimensional. |
didn’t like how they looked so | started looking around for objects that | could use in
place of these pictures. | would look at HO and O gauge items and wander the doll
house sections of the hobby stores like Hobby Lobby and Michaels. | would always
use coupons for the latter. | had items for a bakery, 5 & 10¢ store and more. They
were put away until | could figure out how to use them in the stores. As you can see
in the Hardware Store window, the display doesn’t look realistic.

e < okt

When the pandemic hit and Morrie was fully recovered
from his surgeries, he got antsy to do something differ-
ent. A member from his HO modular train club had done
a demonstration on using a machine called the Cricut to
make things for his layout. Morrie was intrigued with the
machine so for his birthday we ordered him one and all
the extra tools he thought he would need. His first goal
was to make display tables for the bakery. After several
cardboard mockups, he would have the dimensions
down right and would create the permanent versions
out of styrene. | then used colored duct tape to make a
covering for the base and glued the cake and pastries to
the tables.

BECKYS BAKERY

The next building we tackled was the clothing store. We went through all the people
he had for the layout. The gentleman in the jeans and the hoodie lost his head along
with the hoodie. With paint, it became an argyle sweater. Cutting off his upper torso,
| repainted the jeans to look like dress pants. Next we took the head off a woman in a
yellow raincoat. The coat was repainted and it became a lovely blue patterned shirt-
waist dress. | then took fabric and wrapped it around pieces of cardboard to look like
bolts of fabric to decorate the back of the displays.

(Continued to pagq{g)
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(Continued from page

For the café, Morrie took the hat off of a seated man and the coat off his female compan-
ion. He created chairs for them to sit on along with their table. | placed a plate of cookies
in front of them. Their coffee cups are made from white beads. Real cloth was used to
cover the table.

Then it was time to tackle our big project, the pharmacy. My dad was a pharmacist and
| wanted to pay tribute to him. The ugly light blue brick building became a red brick one
as close as we could come to the real one. Weathering was done with whitening tooth-
paste, a method suggested by another member of the modular group. | hated the railings
and we went back and forth over what to do with them. Finally we settled on alternat-
ingly cutting half the circles off. While Morrie assembled the building, | searched the in-
ternet for pictures of ads from the 30’s and drugstore fronts. Amazingly | came across the '
perfect picture! The picture that came with the kit had the pharmacist standing in the
middle of the room talking to a customer. Sorry but my dad was always behind the coun-
ter. That was exactly what this picture on the internet showed! The picture on the side
of the door that came with the kit showed an isle of goods facing a wall. So, Morrie
adjusted the size of the different ads | found and we glued them to that small window.
| Morrie created a shelf to go in front of the picture of the counter. | painted several

: E : : Eiﬁ" jars to mimic the containers of medicines from old
.. drugstores. We then used a dollhouse Christmas light
to mimic the bottles that hung in pharmacy windows to
advertise that this was a pharmacy. Mortar and pestle
= - images replaced the red crosses that came with the kit.
| Finally a miniature mortar and pestle that | had bought
my dad many years ago was painted and placed by the
& front door. As a finishing touch, the balcony features
Dr. Ivan Doctor, an actual doctor in Detroit during the
50-60’s, taking a break from his patients, standing next
to a potted plant. The plant was part of a floral shop we
decided we didn’t have room for.

Just because the box says one thing, doesn’t mean you can’t make the buildings something else. This building was on
clearance after Christmas. We are currently turning Santa’s Workshop into the M&S 5 & 10¢ Store.

-~ —

5 & 10¢ Display Window

Article from: Orange County Garden Railway Society Gazette October 2020  www.orangecountygardenrailwaysociety.com  Garden Railroading eNews Page 28
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Suspended
Railway

Building High Quality Systems Since 1995

It's the

= Systems
for
I'Bﬂl Businesses
and
Ing Residences

Please see web site

IOCO-BOOSQHObbiQS for details.

Sales and Mfg. ¢ 6637 76th Lane SW, Olympia, WA 98512 « (360) 754-5596
Sales ¢ 2049 Uplands Circle, Estes Park, CO 80517 « (970) 577-0583

website: www.Locoboose.com ¢ e-mail: duane@locoboose.com

~ Scratch building
the 1:20.3-scale four cyl.inder

RAILROADING

There's nothing like ]
operating a real live-steam | -
locomotive — the sights, the
sounds and the smells. Gauge One or 0-gauge live-
steam engines (in scales between 1:13.7-1:32) can
bring you the real experience of operating a train the
way they were from the 1800s to the 1950s. Steam
in the Garden is North America's only magazine
devoted exclusively to small-scale live steam model
railroading (and has been doing it for 25 years). Six
times a year, Steam in the Garden brings readers the
latest news, reviews of new equipment, workshop
projects, backyard and national events, all illustrated
profusely. Subscribe today.

http://www.steamup.com
P.0. Box 335, Newark Valley, N.Y. 13811-0335, (607) 642-8119
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"Buy your buildings just oncel”
Solid Steel Buildings

For many more buildings browse

m_eaglewingsimncrattm

A LL.E%H NES

"Spend wr‘se(y buy only once!"
(‘;f-i _’I'.‘E‘ 'Y
/RN
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Built To Last

wwEdglewingsironcraft...

Gary Raymond Dual Ball Bearing Wheel Sets

Upgrade to higher
quality wheels!

Easy installation — Reliable
on all large-scale track

Ask your local dealer or call us direct
PO Box 1722-S * 1000 Oaks, CA 91358
805-492-5858 ¢ M-F, 9-5 PS.T

www.trainwheels.com or glraymond@earthlink.net
GARY RAYMOND

\\ Quality Large Scale Metal Wheelsets™ //

AIRWIRE® Wireless Battery Operation For All Scales

Now its easier than ever to convert a track-powered NMRA-DCC decoder to a battery powered AIRWIRE decoder. Imagine no layout wiring, no
reverse loop nightmares, and no track or wheel cleaning. The CONVRTR™ Series works with sound+motion DCC decoders such as SoundTraxx
and TCS. The T5000 Wireless Throttle is used to setup and operate the DCC decoder - no need for any other systems or equipment. Selection of the
CONVRTRis based on available space and the required output power. The smallest CONVRTR, rated at 1.5A, is perfect for HO. With 17 frequencies,
there’s plenty of interference-free expansion room. Download the user guides from our website for more details.

CONVRTR-15 Rated @ 1.5 AMPS

M Suitable for HO scale locomotives

™ Unlimited Surge Current, Fully Protected
M Stuck Horn Protection

M 10V to 18V Battery Range

M 2.4 inches long x 0.6 inches wide

CONVRTR-25 Rated @ 2.5 AMPS
M Suitable for On30, S, or O scale
M 2.6A Surge Current, Fully Protected
M Stuck Horn Protection
M 10V to 18V Battery Range
M 2.0 inches long x 0.9 inches wide

CONVRTR-60 Rated @ 6.0 AMPS
M Suitable for high current O or G-scale
M >20A Surge Current, Fully Protected
M Stuck Horn Protection
M 10V to 24V Battery Range
M 2.2 inches long x 1.2 inches wide

CVP Products POB 831333 Richardson, Tx 75083 www.cvpusa.com
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Kitbashing a Birdhouse

Kitbashing a Birdhouse

into a Log Cabin
By Carla Brand Breitner

One of the buildings Gary and |
picked up from the Pilling Railroad
was a log cabin that looked very real-
istic in the “hills” above a tunnel when
the railroad was up and running. On
closer inspection, it appeared to have
started as a birdhouse, so | searched
Michaels website for “log cabin” and
there was something similar, but? It
appears that Don Pilling made some
simple modifications to turn a bird-
house into a log cabin home.

Log Cabin Birdhouse by ArtMinds™

Item # 10385254 M . ; M

mmEmmR = W make creaniviTy Haseen

Details:

 Unfinished wood TR AN T e T T A e At
Lol xTOX e . Aquarium river rock pebbles applied
$10.99 . I;rc?nt pborcht):elxtended perch From be/OVV, the ConStrUCtlon Of the tO the Chimney Complete the /Og Cabin
porch extension, simple porch posts  pjrdhouse-to-building transformation.
and shingle sheeting is visible.

Don added a side window and a
porch for starters. The porch seems
to have started as a length of fenc- o
ing glued along the front of the cabin ‘
base. The porch extension then got
plank flooring; the flooring looks to be
popsicle sticks cut to size.

Next Don added porch posts and
covered the roof and porch with G
(or possibly O) scale shingle sheets.
(Plastruct makes O-scale sheets of
shingle that would fit, but need paint-
ing.) The roof peak got a simple wood . : D
strip to cover the gap in the shingles. From the side angle, the darker

The final touch: “rocks” on the color of the porch extension
chimney for that rustic look. and piled some firewood outside. is visible, if you look for it.

nstdla]
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Georgia Garden Railway Society Oct 2020

Here's one of my converted bird houses.
- Terry Manning

I made a couple of these. The first I tore off the rounded top
door/bird hole and used planking to make a door. The cracks
between the logs were chinked with gray silicone. Chimney
is stone overlaid, as is the porch and foundation. Soda can
cut to 24” x 96” 1/2 scale sheets of roofing tin. The second
house was similar with a few

exceptions. Window and door holes were cut and plastic
inserts used. Tin roof was weathered. I broke one of the
round porch post, so I replaced them both with rough cut
square post. - Emil Decker

Theme for the Month - A Home and Garden RR Tiny Home:

Members were asked to send photos of a Michael's log cabin
bird house (or similar kit) from their layout.

This is one of my favorite Projects. Easy to adapt or modify. - Ted
Yarborough

[note the hand laid wooden shingles on Ted’s house. Editor]

Article from: Georgia Garden Railway Society Gazette October 2020  www.svgrs.org Garden Railroading eNews Page 31



Inland Northwest Garden Railroad Society

September 2020

Joe, Mike and Dennis
enjoyed a morning run of
7/8ths trains!

<
" .

Tom Stevens has been busy working on
building his new layout. The track will be
elevated to make operating his live steam
trains easier.

A lot of rock has been dug and
moved, to be used as fill in wire
structures which will anchor and
elevate the track. Track will be
supported on iron that used to
support John H’s railroad.

Article from: Inland Northwest Garden Railroad Society News Sept 2020  www.inlandnorthwestgardenrailroadsociety.org ~ Garden Railroading eNews Page 32
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Tom is also laying track
that will extend from the
islands to a hillside, where
he will have a train yard and
several industries. John H’s
metal “high bridge” will span
the distance from the island
to the hillside.

Joe McCummins built a log dump to supply logs for
his M. Green Mill & Lumber business. The design was
developed using historic log dump photos researched
and provided by Dennis T. The next project is to finish
the lumber mill.

Article from: Inland Northwest Garden Railroad Society News Sept 2020  www.inlandnorthwestgardenrailroadsociety.org ~ Garden Railroading eNews Page 33
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Hosted by: Denver Garden Railway Society

11 AMAZING TRICKS TO
HAVE MORE
LIVE-STEAM FUN!

Specializing in G scale products
for outdoor garden railways.

Precision Board: Pattern Sheet

Corrugated Metal: Galv. Steel I etatiof
“8; STEAM/i:GARDEN.
Custom, UV Stabilized Signs STEA""”'G‘"DE"

Flickering Fire Electronics

Starting in STEAM has been released as both a paperback and as an e-book.

Website: ralnbowrldgeklts.com Including new material and important articles from Steam in the Garden, this 148-

Ross & Sue Piper Lakeside, CA page book not only introduces new hobbyists to the fun and excitement of
Email: rainbowridgekits@aol.com small-scale live steam, but also gives seasoned steamers tips and tricks from
Phone & Fax: 619-561-0643 experienced hands. Order your copy of Starting in STEAM today.

http://www.steamup.com/starting

P 2.4 GHZ Radio Control North American Distributor for  from $89\
—_ = =
S8 RailBoss 4 R/C | MyLocoSound

Battel'y or T['ack Steam - Diesel - Electric

Goose - Street Car
All the Features you

Expect and More !
uo.,"" Clip
Battery Conversmn Modules

\educed wiring for any battery installation

Battery R/C or Track Power
Trigger via R/C, TV Remote or Track Magnets

% New for Track Power
e Back ‘n Forth Trolley
e All Purpose Train Control
® Track Pack
® No Frills Track Throttle

Custom Vinyl Lettering

www.GScaleGraphics.net

Del Tapparo GScaleGraphcs@comcast.net 970-581-3567
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STRAICHT FROM THE
IRON HOLRSE®S MOUTH

Letters to the Editor should be sent as e-mails only to Carla Brand Breitner af:
simplyGReNews@gmail.com

Letters will then be addressed accordingly and/or passed on to the author for further edification. Unless marked
otherwise, letters to this publication are assumed fo be submitted for print. Please include your name and club
affiliation. Please note that we may not be able to print all letters, though we will try to respond to them. Letters
may be edited for length and clarity. We are unable to answer requests for information about specific products or
systems; these are best addressed to the appropriate manufacturer.

Tortoise & Lizard Bash Trestle Bridge

The acrylic trestle construction by Todd Brody had a friend of a
friend looking at the pictures for details on the construction. We
asked Todd to expand on his construction description and provide
some additional pictures.

Thank you for your interest in my acrylic bents. They held up with no
visible damage or even movement on the piers during our recent wind
storms.

The bents are made of 3/8” thick smoked acrylic cut on a 60-watt laser
cutter. I designed this trestle to be assembled using stainless steel screws
and nuts. The longitudinal braces are a ‘friction fit” with the lateral
bent braces holding them in position. Each longitudinal brace spans the
two bents and has a slight recess to accommodate the lateral braces and
downward-facing right angle that locks in between the lateral braces.

Because no glue is used and there is a certain amount of free play, the
bents can be adjusted on the piers to withstand crosswinds and be repo-
sitioned. In the past, the glue joints on the wooden bents would just let
go or the wood would snap and I would need to re-glue these after major
wind events. Maybe it wasn t such a bad idea leaving the diagonal
braces off of the trestle as these were the primary wind-catchers
due to their orientation relative to most winds.

Todd Brody * Orange County Garden Railway Society

Todd also provided pictures from another acrylic construction project he recently completed.

L] or-u'\ul\u-\ -
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Acrylic sheet cut for cribbing before The stacked acrylic cribbing is held together with
protective paper removed threaded rods & nuts and stabilized with fill dirt & grit.

Letters Garden Railroading eNews Page 35
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Affiliated Clubs by State & Country as of 11/27/2020

AR ... Northwest Arkansas Garden Railway Society
AZ ... Arizona Big Trains Operators
...... Tuscon Garden Railway Society
CA ... Bay Area Garden Railway Society
...... Central California Coast Garden Railroad Society
...... Del Oro Pacific Large Scale Modular Railroaders
...... Diablo Pacific Short Line
...... Fairplex Garden Railroad Volunteers
...... Gold Coast Garden Railway Society
...... Mendocino Coast Model RR & Navigation Co.
...... Orange County Garden Railway Society
...... Redwood Empire Garden Railway Society
...... Sacramento Valley Garden Railway Society
...... San Diego Garden Railway Society
...... San Leandro Historical Railway Society
...... Santa Clarita Valley Garden Railroad Club
...... Santa Fe & Buthead Cove RR Group
...... Shasta Garden Railway Society
...... Southern California Garden Railway Society
CO...... Denver Garden Railway Society
...... Mile High Garden Railway Society
...... Northern Colorado Garden Railroaders
CT ... Big Train Operator Club
...... “Connecticut “"G"” Scalers”
FL ... Emerald Coast Garden Railway Club
...... Florida Garden Railway Society
...... Model RR Division of Florida RR Museum
GA ... Georgia Garden Railway Society

A ... Central lowa Garden Railway Society
D ... Inland Northwest Garden Railroad Society
| I Chicago Area Garden Railway Society

MD...... Mason Dixon Large Scale Railrod Society

ME ...... Maine Garden Railway Society

MN ... Minnesota Garden Railway Society

MO ... MO-KAN Garden Railroaders

NC...... Coastal Carolina Garden Railroad Society
...... Gibsonville Garden RailRoad Inc.
...... North Carolina Garden Railway Society
...... Piedmont Garden Railway Society

NE ...... River City Railroad Club

NH...... New Hampshire Garden Railway Society

NJ ... South Jersey Garden Railway Society

NM ... New Mexico Garden Railroaders

NY ... Long Island Garden Railway Society, Inc.
...... Western New York Garden Railway Society
OH...... Buckeye State Garden Railroaders
...... Columbus Garden Railway Society
...... Greater Cincinnati Garden Railway Society
...... Miami Valley Garden Railway Society
...... Northern Ohio Garden Railway Society
OR...... Medford Garden Railroaders
...... Northwest G Railroad Club
...... Rose City Garden Railway Society
PA ... Lehigh Valley Garden Railroaders
...... Pennsylvania Garden Rail Society
...... Southern Penn. Garden Railway Society (SEPGRS)
...... Susquehanna Valley Garden Railway Society
™ ... Crossville Model Railroad Club
...... Nashville Garden Railway Society
> ... Houston Area G Gaugers
...... North Texas Garden Railroad Club
...... San Antonio Garden Railway Engineer Society
ut ... Utah Garden Railway Society
VA ... Piedmont Railroaders
...... Tidewater Big Train Operators
WA...... Puget Sound Garden Railway Society
WI ... Wisconsin Garden Railway Society

International

Canada ... Black Mountain Railway Club
............ BC Society of Model Engineers
............ Burlington Model Railway
............ Central Ontario GR Association
............ Golden Horseshoe Live Steamers
............ Greater Vancouver GRS
............ London GRS
............ Northern Alberta Garden Railroaders
............ Ontario’s West GRS
............ Ottawa Valley GRS
............ Rocky Mountain Garden Railroaders
............ Vancouver Island GR Club

NZ ... Auckland Garden Railway Group
...... Christchurch Garden Railway Group
...... Waikato Garden Railway Group
...... Wairarapa Garden Railway Group
...... Wellington Garden Railway Group

UK ...... G Scale Society

Check our website: www.GRNews.org
for an up-to-date Club Listing.

Ad Index and Affiliated Clubs
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