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May 2023 

This Months highlights: 

•  Nat’l Garden RW Convention p 3 

• GRNews p 6 

 

Here is one inspiring posted photo. Go to page 6 for more. 

Are You On Facebook? Check out the GRNews page 
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Smoke n’ Cinders Staff                        LIGRS Officers 

  

Club Contact  
Tom Rizzo  
32 Semon Road  
Huntington, NY 11743  
631.470.2217 

tomjudyriz@optonline.net 

2023 LIGRS Mee
ngs & Events  

  

Editor  
Louise Sewall  
516.541.4837  
louisesewall@gmail.com 

    

  

Web Master  
Louise Sewall  
516.541.4837  
louisesewall@gmail.com 

  

President (‘23-’24)  
George L. Stamataides 

718.786.8520 

glstama1@earthlink.net 

  

Membership Dir. ('22-'23)  
Anthony Bliss  
631.413.7647  
anthony.bliss87@gmail.com 

  

Program Director (‘23-’24)  
Anthony Marino  
516.474.4678  
anthonymarino38@gmail.com   

  

Vice President (’22-23) 
Louie Cortese 

516.681.0789 

lvcjr54@verizon.net 

  

Dir.-At-Large (’22-23) 
Tom Rizzo 

631.470.2217 

tomjudyriz@optonline.net 

  

Dir.-At-Large (‘23-’24)   
Paul Bonney  
516.456.4520  
pbonney@schools.nyc.gov 

  

Treasurer (’22-23)  
Ed Assaf  
516.443.2244  
ebassaf_ligrs@earthlink.net 

  

Dir.-At-Large (’22-23) 
Status Pending 

  

Dir.-At-Large (‘23-’24)   
Frank Clemente  
631.838.0890  
jstlookout@outlook.com 

  

Secretary (‘23-’24) 
Pat Russo  
631.332.0679  
pokey0328@gmail.com  

    

  

Dir.-At-Large (’23-24)  
Ray Shelton  
516.681.3976  
rayshelton@verizon.net 

 Good & Welfare Eileen Wagner  631.584.6619 

 Module Coordinator Ed Assaf  516.443.2244 

 Quartermaster Frank Clemente  631.838.0890 

 Club Merchandise Coordinator Georgie Gaherty  631.549.3933 

 Transportation Coordinator Bruce Kropp  631.789.4090 

       Date Program/Notes Time Place 

   May 20, 2023 

   SATURDAY 

General Meeting 11:00 AM 
Jim Wellinghoff 
First time host 

   June 24, 2023 

   SATURDAY 

General Meeting 11:00 AM Jay & Betty Geyer 

   July 22. 2023 

   SATURDAY 

General Meeting 11:00 AM 
Paul & Joan Simon 

First time hosts 

   August, 2023 Summer Picnic 11:00 AM TBD 

   Sept. 23, 2023 

   SATURDAY 

General Meeting 11:00 AM Mike & Kathleen Kmeth 

   Oct., 2023 General Meeting 11:00 AM Hosts needed 

   Nov., 2023 General Meeting 11:00 AM TBD 

   Dec., 2023 Christmas Party TBA TBD 
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View From The Cab 

Well, as you all know April ended with 

a mighty roar. Ten club members 

turned out Thursday to set up for the 

Arbor Day celebration at the Planting 

Fields in Oyster Bay. Under the direc-

tion of Chief Engineer Ed Assaf and 

Project Manager Tom Rizzo, the team 

was able to lay down two tracks, one 

on the ground and another elevated. 

(30’ X 50’) As soon it was finished the 

administration stopped by to inform Ed 

that the event was canceled due to 

weather predictions for the weekend. 

A Big Thank You to Bruce Kropp for 

making the run to RIVERHEAD to bring 

our trailer in and back out to RIVER-

HEAD. These projects not only expose 

the train hobby and club to the public, 

the exhibits also educates all on how to 

make a garden very interesting. 

  

The board is working on a few projects 

in the hope of getting more of our sixty

-six members to attend additional 

meetings and activities. To that end, 

we will need everyone’s input. Believe 

it or not, none of us are mind readers 

or in your shoes. Please ask yourself 

what would be a good suggestion that 

you could make to the club to make 

the club more interesting, fun and sug-

gest it. PLEASE trust us when we tell 

you, no one can hurt anyone’s feelings 

for the good of the club. What really 

hurts is when members don’t partici-

pate. Paying your dues is great and ap-

preciated, but without you and your 

loved ones to enjoy the hobby and 

friendships makes it far less fun for 

everyone.  You can send in your sug-

gestions anonymously by sending a 

note to George L. Stamatiades at 38-21 

31
th

 Street Island City NY, 11101 use 

the same address for the return ad-

dress. 

  

Keep in mind that the BIG TRAIN OPER-

ATORS CLUB’S Convention is in Bird in 

Hand, PA. June 19 to June 24
th

. I’m go-

ing Tues. June 20 

to see the con-

vention floor (dealers) and coming 

back next day. If you would like a three-

hour drive let me know. Hotel $132.09 

tax included. 

Please send in your dues to Ed. Hang 

on to aluminum tabs for the Ronald Mc 

Donald’s House as every top counts 

towards medical help for kids and oth-

er kids projects. See Karl Wagner. 

  

June is the month for all Long Island June is the month for all Long Island June is the month for all Long Island June is the month for all Long Island 

Garden Railway Society members to put Garden Railway Society members to put Garden Railway Society members to put Garden Railway Society members to put 

on their TICKET AGENT hats. The 2023 on their TICKET AGENT hats. The 2023 on their TICKET AGENT hats. The 2023 on their TICKET AGENT hats. The 2023 

BIG BOY $10,000 50/50 Grand Prize. BIG BOY $10,000 50/50 Grand Prize. BIG BOY $10,000 50/50 Grand Prize. BIG BOY $10,000 50/50 Grand Prize. 

Tickets will be mailed in June.Tickets will be mailed in June.Tickets will be mailed in June.Tickets will be mailed in June. 

If you punch the winning ticket you will If you punch the winning ticket you will If you punch the winning ticket you will If you punch the winning ticket you will 

receive $500.00 at the November meet-receive $500.00 at the November meet-receive $500.00 at the November meet-receive $500.00 at the November meet-

ing, The more tickets you punch the ing, The more tickets you punch the ing, The more tickets you punch the ing, The more tickets you punch the 

more chances you get for the $500 more chances you get for the $500 more chances you get for the $500 more chances you get for the $500 

Prize. AND ITPrize. AND ITPrize. AND ITPrize. AND IT’’’’S S S S ““““FREEEEFREEEEFREEEEFREEEE” ” ” ” (I hate that (I hate that (I hate that (I hate that 

commercial, but it worked)commercial, but it worked)commercial, but it worked)commercial, but it worked) 

        

GeorgeGeorgeGeorgeGeorge    
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An Addi
on to my train hobby, by Dave Smith 

Tom’s “What the Heck?” (solu
on on page 6) 

The Library is my latest Book Nook build (named be-

cause they fit on a book shelf and just blend in). 

The library required Carol (bless her heart) to build 61 separate books 

and 15 open with pages showing). 

I can never leave well enough alone so I always add details. For instance 

the fire in the fireplace required a separate 9V system to be added. I 

build my first two plant kits (an Iron Plant on table and an autumn bou-

quet in the upper window). Candles were made from skewers and, as 

always my signature is always to add animals and there are three cats 

and a dog as well as a unique old(er) couple. 

Our favorite feature is the semi-hidden staircase in the back going 

where???? 

I needed to finish this before knee replacement on Tuesday as going out 

to the garage and up to my workshop will be impossible for a few 

weeks.  Dave Smith 
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Chic Chat Corner 

Plan
ng Fields Memories 

It was so sad to miss out on Plan3ng Fields 

Arboretum during their Arbor Day weekend 

celebra3ons. COVID put a stop to the cele-

bra3on for a few years and just as things 

were ramping up again and plans were 

made the arboretum officially were forced 

to cancel, yet again this 2023 due to the 

forecast of days of rain and high winds.  

Then these memory photos showed up in 

my email from Shu9erfly. They were from 

the year that our lady members created 

many Fairy Gardens. They were displayed at 

a few loca3ons on Long Island but in par3cu-

lar, at the Arbor Day celebra3on. Hope you 

enjoy these photo memories as well as 

wri9en ones provided by long term mem-

bers. 

Dave Smith 

That brings back memories of a 3me we 

were there and on Saturday night a;er a 

very successful day it just POURED. I was up 

there Sunday morning taking in buildings 

and pu?ng them in the hay barn. Memories 

I will always cherish. Really! 

Also FOT* at Westbury College. Great 3mes. 

Bob Sewall 

We were running trains outside the hay 

barn and the person who was officia3ng at 

another event inside the hay barn came 

over and complained that we were dis-

trac3ng her a9endees. She wanted to 

know who was in charge so she could 

complain. She was told to speak to the 

guy in the green shirt. (Of course all of our 

members a9ending were wearing green 

shirts. 

What I liked about Plan
ng Fields’ past 

setups 

There is not one setup that I like be9er 

than another; I enjoy being at and running 

trains at all our shows. However a few 

years back say 8-10 years ago the club 

made some magnificent ground layouts. 

We would have 20 or more members 

turnout for a setup. (big difference then 

compared to today’s setups) Layouts had 

water features, a tunnel, and plenty of 

flowers and other plants. 

At that 3me a couple that 

was club members owned 

a nursey business and they 

loaned the club plants for setups and they 

also arranged the plants, a beau3ful lay-

out they did. Then usually Sunday a;er 

the display break down club members 

would help load their truck with their 

plants. I do miss those beau3ful layouts. 

Those layouts really showed what garden 

railroading is about. 

Mike Kmeth  

  

* The Fes3val of Trees. Groups were invited to theme decorate a Christmas tree. A;er a winner was picked the decorated 

trees were sold for charity. Of course ours was train-related. It has also been held at the Cradle of Avia3on Museum. 
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Monthly Photo Contest Winner 

What the Heck Solu
on 

The winning photo for May, “Winter Commuters” was taken by Lou Caputzal on his “Pop’s Trains” layout. 

This gives a whole new meaning to the word ( track Hoe ) 

Posted on the GRNews page on Facebook 

Posted by Mick Spilsbury.   

The Rowson Line (An open RR at the  

Na3onal GR Conven3on this July).  

WWW.NGRC2023.org  
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11:00-3:00 

Host Jim Wellinghoff 

11 Weichers Street, Ronkonkoma, NY 11779  
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Eastbound on the LIE take exit 60. toward 

Ronkonkoma Ave/Lake Ronkonkoma/Sayville 

Le; on Ronkonkoma Ave, then le; on  Weichers 

Street. 

Westbound on the LIE take exit 60 toward 

Ronkonkoma Ave 

Turn Right on Ronkonkoma Ave then le; on Wei-

chers Street. 



 

 

Trains, Mother’s Love and Apple Pie 

Happy Mother’s Day! 
Happy Memorial Day! 

Advertising Policy 
Advertisement shall in no way be construed as an endorsement of any product, manufacturer, product or reseller 
by The Long Island Garden Railway Society.Inc.  Commercial Ads or Ads from Non-members for large scale or 
garden railway products are at a rate of $35.00/ full page, or $20.00/half page/issue and basically reimburses The 
club Treasury for postage expense.  Artwork is The responsibility of The advertiser.  Ads From Members for 
large scale or garden railway items are accepted at no charge and will run once. Ads may be repeated at The 
advertisers request, space permitting.  Ads should be submitted by e-mail to the editor. The deadline for ads will 
be The meeting prior to the next issue. 

Visit us on the web @ 
www.ligrs.org 

Smoke N’ Cinders at  P.O. Box 
2002, No. Massapequa, NY 11758-

2002 

THE NEWSLETTER OF THE LONG ISLAND 
GARDEN RAILWAY SOCIETY INC 

Newsletter of the Long Island 
Garden Railway Society Inc 


