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What is Search for Excellence?

• Recognizes an NACAA member who has developed and carried out an 
outstanding extension educational program in one of the following 
categories:

• 4-H & Youth Development
• Agriculture Awareness & Appreciation
• Commercial & Consumer Horticulture
• Crop Production
• Environmental Quality, Forestry, & Natural Resources
• Farm & Ranch Business Management
• Livestock Production
• Sustainable Agriculture
• Young, Beginning, or Small Farmers/ Ranchers



Requirements 

• Only NACAA members in good standing with their state 
associations are eligible. 

• Team entries are permitted. 
• All team members need not be current members of NACAA. However, 

only NACAA members will receive award recognition. 
• Indicate the members of the team that are non NACAA Members.
• The team member who is listed as the first author is the one who will be 

the point of contact for the entry. 

• Submission must reflect programming within the past three 
years.



Requirements
Abstract
• Abstract are required with application. They should be written in single paragraph 

format and not exceed 350 words. If team entry, team member names on the 
abstract must be the same as on the application form.

Narrative
• Narrative should not exceed over 1200 words. The narrative should be organized and 

is evaluated on the following: Educational Objectives, Program Activities, Teaching 
Methods, Results, Impact Statement, and Evaluation. The abstract does not count 
in the 1200 words.

Supporting Documents
• Attach no more than three(3) supporting documents. Examples: flyers, photos, 

evaluations, PowerPoint (saved as PDFs), links to video, Facebook post, etc.

• Submit by March 15th on the NACAA website.









Previous National Finalist



Judging 



After Judging

• Winners will receive an email if they are a state winner.
• Those that are not winners will also be notified.
• All entries will receive their score sheets.

• Winners will receive recognition at the annual state KACAA meeting.
• Winners will be notified if their entry moves on to be a regional or 

national finalist. 



National Finalist

• Register and attend NACAA AM/PIC. Tickets will be required for Brown Bag 
Luncheon (if offered). Inquire for tickets at registration.

• If you cannot attend the national meeting your entry will be disqualified. 
• The executive committee will review request if participant is unable to attend.

• For team entries the first author listed must attend and present or entry will be 
disqualified. 

• National finalist will have 5 minutes to present their program during the NACAA 
AM/PIC luncheon. 

• National winner will have 15 minutes maximum to present their program during 
the NACAA AM/PIC luncheon.

• If adequate donor funds are secured, the National Winner will receive up to $500 
and three National Finalists up to $250. These cash awards are not cumulative. 
The Executive Program Committee reserves the right to adjust awards based on 
the availability of donor funds.



If you have any questions, please contact me and I’ll 
be happy to help!

Jessica Bessin
Jessica.Bessin@uky.edu

859-734-4378

mailto:Jessica.Bessin@uky.edu
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