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Dear Friends,

By now, you’ve probably heard “it's going to be a
different kind of Christmas” more times than you’d like.
I know I have. It is definitely different this year, and not
exactly in a good way. For many, there is a sense of grief
and mourning. We remember the pre-Covid holiday sea-
sons, and we long for Christmas of yesteryear. We re-
member with fondness the gatherings and festivals and
church activities and all that makes the holiday season
wonderful and magical. It can be tempting to be a bit
down or even feel sorry for ourselves. I caught myself
going down that path a few days ago. In one of those
moments of grieving or stressing about something, it hit
me: feeling sorry for myself and adopting a “woe is me”
attitude really doesn’t serve any good. Focusing on what
I can’t do doesn’t magically make things better. Grieving
what won’t happen this year will not bring any sense of
joy to life. Maybe you are in the same boat. What if,
whether we’ve been feeling down about things or not,
we spent our time and energy focusing on what we
can do, rather than what we can’t do or what is lost this
year? I started jotting down a list (because I'm a list-
maker) and I’d like to share some of it with you:

% You CAN still worship — I know there are those
who do not use Facebook, and we are looking for
additional digital platforms. Even though online wor-
ship may not be our preference, it’s still an oppor-
tunity to worship! Because the Christian year begins
with the first Sunday of Advent, our focus during
this season will be A New Year. I invite you to tune
in and not just watch, but worship!

%% You CAN engage Scripture — On November 15",
I preached on the importance of immersing ourselves
in the Word of God and invited the congregation to
commit to reading through the Bible in the next year.
A copy of the reading plan we will be following, plus
a few words of encouragement/guidance are included
within this newsletter. Perhaps this is just the time
we need to invite the Word of God into our hearts.

% You CAN reach out — Need a listening ear? Some-
one just to talk to or vent to? Someone to pray with
you? Give me a call!! I’d love to chat/listen/pray or
whatever you need. I do understand these are times

that can bring out the worst in us and we are all try-
ing to get through; you are not alone!

2% You CAN pray for others — Pray for our church
family. Pray for our community. Pray for those af-
fected by Covid. Pray for our healthcare workers.
Pray for our students and teachers. Pray for our na-
tion. Pray for church leaders (including myself) who
are making difficult decisions. Pray for whomever
God lays on your heart.

2% You CAN send expressions of love and care —
Just because we are physically distanced from one
another does not mean we must be emotionally dis-
tanced. A note, a card, a phone call, a text message, a
gift can all be wonderful ways of expressing to oth-
ers that we care about them and are thinking of them.

%% You CAN help others — Whether it’s donating to
any one of our community ministries or reaching out
personally to someone in need, there is no better time
than now to show and share the love of Jesus!

%% You CAN be the church — Just because we cannot
meet together doesn’t stop us from being the church
in our daily lives. Remember, the church is not the
building; the church is the fellowship of those who
meet in the building.

Dear ones, we’ve made it this far-with the grace and
help of God. We’re all tired of this pandemic and wish
we could go back to before it started. Perhaps, right now,
our invitation from God is to maintain our faithfulness,
as God has been faithful to us, and to lean into the prom-
ise of Jesus that He will build His Church, and nothing
will prevail against it. Let us rest in that promise this Ad-
vent and Christmas season.

From me and my family, may this season for you
be filled with the hope, peace, joy, and love of God that
comes only in Christ Jesus!
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With all that is going on around us, we
hope you have a wonderful Christmas and
Happy New Year. Never forget
Jesus is still the reason for
the Season!
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Ohristian Love I Clction

Currently C.L.ILA. is in need of: Cereal. You can
bring your donated items to the church again. Office
hours are 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. CLIA hours are: Tues-
days from 12:00 - 4:00 p.m. and Saturdays, 10:00 a.m. -
2:00 p.m. Thank you for donations. If you would like to
contribute but don’t have time / remember to shop, you
can give money to Lynne O’Hara and she will pick up the
items.
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The Cass County Food Pantry is another place that
helps Cass County residents in need of food. To help with
their mission, they are asking churches for donations for
the month of DECEMBER: Egg Noodles, Soup, Crack-
ers, Beef Stew, Chicken & Dumplings, Tomato Juice
and Chili Beans & Mixed Vegetables.

They are always in need of: Peanut Butter, Jelly,
Macaroni & Cheese, Canned Vegetables, Canned Fruit,
Cereal, or Non-Perishable Food Items. They have a
walk in cooler or freezer to hold perishable items, and are
able to take fresh produce items.

Ol ehip / Clctivities Olypdate

On November 18", Bishop Frank Beard instructed all
congregations within our Conference to suspend in-
person gatherings/activities, including worship, for at
least 4 weeks. Further guidance/directives would be is-
sued by December 13™. What does that mean for us? A
few things. Namely, it means December 20™ is the earli-
est we could possibly return to in-person worship. It also
means some adjustments will be made to our Christmas
services:

% Longest Night Service (December 21* @ 7:00
p-m.) — this quiet, reflective service will be
streamed via our Facebook page. This service recog-
nizes there are those who meet Christmas in the
midst of pain and difficulty and offers an opportunity
to step away from “the world” and into the embrace
of God.

% Christmas Eve — We will NOT be having in-
person Christmas Eve services. The service will be
streamed on our Facebook page. We are in the pro-
cess of looking at some other possibilities, as well.

More information will be shared as it becomes avail-
able!

Opetation Shaebaw

Thank you to everyone who made a shoebox for
Operation Christmas Child. Even with the short notice
we had 8 boxes, which means there are 8 children out
there who will receive a Christmas gift.
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To go along with the encouragement to immerse our-
selves in the Word of God, here are a few words of in-
formation, guidance and encouragement as we begin:

1. The reading plan we are using is enclosed within the
newsletter, just in case you didn’t get a copy at wor-
ship or download it

2. Begin whenever you'd like — I’d suggest as close to
November 29" as possible; that is the first day of the
Christian New Year. Make a Christian New Year’s
Resolution!

3. The plan is a 12-month reading plan but READ AT
YOUR OWN PACE! Set a reading goal but adjust it
if needed.

4. Be gracious to yourself. If you get sidetracked, don’t
stress and worry and give up! The goal in all of this
is not to master the text, but to be mastered BY the
text. Maybe it takes us a few days of reading and
rereading a certain passage — that’s okay!! Perhaps
God has a word just for you in the midst of that pas-
sage.

5. This is a chronological plan — that means that we
will not be reading straight through Genesis-
Revelation; instead, we will be reading the Bible in
the way scholars best believe events happened. This
means we will read the history and the prophets to-
gether; it means we will read the gospels as a story
instead of four separate stories.

6. Find a friend to read with you — this is a great way
to hold one another graciously accountable, as well
ask questions and ponder together. It also serves as a
great way to introduce someone to Scripture.

In all things...please feel free to reach out if you have
questions or if something really sticks out to you.

I pray God will richly bless the individual and com-
munal reading of God's Word




. R - 18. What are the five names of Jesus found in the
@/MM @lé& %@ Bible?

1.  Where in the Bible do we read about the Birth of 19. Which direction did the wise men travel to, go-
ing to Jerusalem?

Jesus?
2. Who gave birth to Jesus? 20. Where did Jesus’ family flee to from Bethle-
3. Which city did Mary and Joseph travel to for the hem? , , . ‘
census? 21. What e}se did the wise men do aside from give
4. What city was Jesus born in? Jesus gifts? ,
5. Who appeared to tell Mary that she was with child? 22.  What does the name Immanuel mean’
6. How many miles did Mary and Joseph have to travel
to get to Bethlehem?
7. How did Mary and Joseph travel to Bethlehem? T dont cate ¥ he's

*®

How many angels spoke to the shepherds? N - v Un

9.  What sign were the shepherds supposed to look for @ §pe‘,aa( bbe ( He:\ [
when searching for Jesus? 5(@—2?‘”6 On My UNCh -

10. Who followed a star to find baby Jesus?

11. Where was Jesus laid after he was born?

12. What is a manger?

13. How many wise men were there?

14. What gifts did the wise men bring to baby Jesus?

15. Where was Joseph originally from?

16. Who was the one trying to kill Baby Jesus?

17. Who was the prophet that foretold a virgin shall give

birth to a son called Immanuel?
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ISN'T THERE ANYONE WHO SURE, I CAN TELL YOU WHAT
UNDERSTANDS WHAT CHRISTMAS |5 ALL ABOUT. \ < =)
CHRISTMAS IS ALL ABOUT?! X
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TODAY CHRISTIANS EXPRESS OUTRAGE
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END AROUND THIS TIME. CHRISTIANITY ARE LESS FORTUNATE. IT IS A TIME FOR
IMPORTED MANY OF THESE PAGAN " CHILDREN TO REVEL IN THEIR INNOCENCE
MYTHS AND TRADITIONS INTO ITS AND WONDER ABOUT THE WORLD, AND

OWN CUSTOMS AROUND 40O AD. b ADULTS TO FIND THER INNER CHILD.
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THAT'S WHAT CHRISTMAS 15 ALL
ABOUT, CHARLIE BROWN.
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