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🌟 Welcome to the October Edition of the Bloor Street Culture Corridor! 🎨🎭🎶 

This month, dive into passionate concerts, fascinating talks, eye-catching exhibits, 
and special partnership presentations from our cultural partners. October is filled 
with dynamic programming that will inspire and engage. Mark your calendar for a 
month of creativity and exploration, and share your experiences using #BloorCulture. 
As we look ahead, we also take a moment to honour National Truth and 
Reconciliation Day on September 30, reflecting on the importance of healing and 

understanding. 🌟 
 

 
   

 

918 Bathurst 
  

 

918 Bathurst is happy to host a diverse lineup of events this October, featuring 
exciting shows, workshops, private parties, and weddings. On October 5, join them 
for "Quadrivium," a special six-hour performance inspired by traditional Korean 
performing arts, festivals, and rituals. From October 15-19, Music Gallery's X Avant 
XIX series will explore musical themes such as textures, resonant glass, weaving 
patterns, and more. On October 25, Music Without Borders will proudly present 
DIWAN: An Ode to Sufism, an orchestral composition by Gaby Al Botros & Husam 
Numan, exploring the spiritual themes of Sufi poetry. Annex Chess Club continues 
their weekly tournaments every Monday from 6:30pm. 918's fall and winter schedule 
is open for private and public events, including performances, weddings, community 
celebrations, rehearsals, workshops and more. For more information, head to 
their website. 

 

 
   

 

Alliance Française of Toronto 
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Happening in October at Alliance Française Toronto! This month, dedicated to 
animation, kicks off with a special screening on October 2 with French illustrator 
Jonathan Djob Nkondo, in partnership with OCAD. On October 9, enjoy a lecture on 
nostalgia, organized with the Société d’Histoire de Toronto. On October 17, 
rediscover La Fontaine's fables, revisited through ancient music, with a concert by 
the Ensemble Faenza. 
It's not too late to see the exhibition “Snow and Water” by photographer Martine 
Côté, on view in their galleries until October 19. On October 19, join their online 
conference with the Toronto Public Library and explore Picasso’s fascination with the 
Mediterranean region. On October 25, don't miss a concert by So Long Seven, a 
delicious blend of jazz, classical, blues and folk. 
And on October 3 and 24, join them for screenings of the films “Ernest and 
Célestine” and “April and the Extraordinary World”. Visit their website for more 
details. 

 

 
   

 

Toronto Reference Library 
  

 

This fall, the library offers a diverse and exciting range of Salon Series programs at 
Toronto Reference Library featuring local and international authors, thinkers and 
artists in discussion about their new books and big ideas. On October 7, 
journalist Elizabeth Renzetti discusses her new book, What She Said, and explores 
the most pressing issues facing women in Canada today with humour and heart. On 
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October 15, award-winning historian and BBC broadcaster Bettany 
Hughes discusses her fascinating new book, The Seven Wonders of the Ancient 

World. On October 21, Grand Master Award–winning author Nalo Hopkinson talks 
about her entrancing new fantasy book, Blackheart Man. On October 24, celebrated 
science-fiction author Ted Chiang discusses his revered and elegant short story 

collections. And on October 30, Rumaan Alam discusses Entitlement, a riveting tale 
about the unsettling and seductive distortions of money. Reserve your free tickets 
today. 

 

 
   

 

Women's Art Association of Canada 
 

 

 

Come visit The Women's Art Association of Canada (WAAC) this October. 
Kyungmin Kate Lee's solo exhibition, Seen and Unseen, which explores the Korean-
Canadian artist's experiences and identity, will be on display at the Ruth Upjohn 
Gallery from September 25 to October 5. Don't miss The Great Lakes: A Long View, 
a virtual event with Robert Burley on October 17, exploring our relationship with 
inland seas. WAAC's library will also be open to the public on the 1st and 3rd 
Saturdays of each month, inviting everyone to explore their extensive art book 
collection. Located at 23 Prince Arthur Ave, Toronto, WAAC is a cultural hub offering 
workshops, exhibitions, and open calls for artists. Visit Tuesday through Saturday for 
an inspiring dive into contemporary art. For more information, visit their website. 

 

 
   

 

The Native Canadian Centre of Toronto 
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Visits to the Native Canadian Centre of Toronto include prize draws, live artist 
interviews, and live music. Discover unique, handmade arts and crafts from local 
vendors—perfect for holiday gifts! Visit them November 22-24, November 29-
December 1, and December 6-8, 2024, at 16 Spadina Road, Toronto, ON. Take 
advantage of livestreams of artist interviews and prize giveaways at noon daily. 
Support local, shop local, and find something special this holiday season! Visit 
their website to start shopping today. 

 

 
   

 

Thomas Fisher Rare Book Library 
 

 

 

This month, in partnership with Toronto’s One Little Goat Theatre Company, the 
Thomas Fisher Rare Book Library will host a rare live reading of Chapter 5 from 
James Joyce’s extraordinary, final novel, Finnegans Wake, featuring Irish Canadian 
actor Richard Harte, and directed by Adam Seelig. Displayed during the reading will 
be books, maps and art from the Fisher’s collections that relate to Joyce and the 
novel. This event will be filmed for One Little Goat’s ongoing series of films and 
podcasts of Joyce’s Finnegans Wake. The reading is free, but seating is limited and 
registration is required. A new series of library tours will also be launched this month, 
with the first one scheduled for Thursday October 3. The library’s current exhibition, 
“Women on the Move: An Exhibition of Travel Books,” continues through the month. 
Please visit their website for more information on all these events. 
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Tafelmusik Baroque Orchestra and Chamber Choir 
  

 

Immerse yourself in the rich subtleties of French baroque music with violinist 
Amandine Beyer in Feast of the Senses: Lalande & Rameau. Nearly a decade after 
her Tafelmusik debut, her “majestic, gossamer, hypnotic” playing (Le Monde) still 
captivates audiences. In her much-anticipated return, Beyer offers a French-inspired 
program that captures the splendor of Versailles and Paris. Lalande’s Symphonie 
pour le souper du roi, a suite once played for Louis XIV, sets the tone alongside 
Muffat’s expressive works, “Gratitudo” and “Laeta Poesis,” which draw on the arts of 
cuisine and gardening. The concert also features chamber music by Élisabeth 
Jacquet de la Guerre, a celebrated harpsichordist favored by the Sun King. To 
complete the experience, a suite of dances by Rameau showcases the vibrant 
orchestral colours and textures of the baroque period. Tickets available at 
their website.  

 

 
   

 

The Japan Foundation, Toronto 
 

 

 

The JFT gallery is currently showcasing the exhibition “Photographic Images and 
Matter: Japanese Prints of the 1970s”. This exhibition of contemporary prints, closing 
on October 11, showcases important trends in prints during the 1970s and focuses 
on print-inspired trends in contemporary art of the same period. Starting October 17, 
the audience can enjoy an exhibition of Yōkai Netsuke – miniature sculpted figures 
of monsters, spirits, and all manner of mysterious occurrences. The exhibition 
promises an experience of the mysterious universe of Yōkai through netsuke, 
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believed to serve as gateways to bridge across dimensions. Explore books, e-books, 
and audiobooks at the JFT library and JF Canada Digital Library. Get a membership 
for free and explore new arrivals every month. Looking for somewhere to study 
Japanese? They offer online courses at various levels up to advanced speakers 
(B2/JLPT N2 level). For information about upcoming events and film screenings, 
visit their website. 

 

 
   

 

Miles Nadal Jewish Community Centre 
  

 

The Miles Nadal JCC is proud to present an outstanding array of Arts and Culture 
this October. Come to their cafe and participate in their anonymous Apologies 
Exchange instalment for the Jewish High Holidays, October 2-6 and October 8-14. 
On October 21 attend the first of a four-part series led by Jordan Klapman on 
Influential 1970s pop superstars Neil Diamond, Bette Midler, Barry Manilow, and 
Carly Simon. On October 27 they are co-hosting the Canadian Jewish Literary 
Awards in the Al Green Theatre. All of their adult music classes begin in October too! 
Ukulele; October 8 and 9, Adult Klezmer; October 8, Adult String Ensemble; October 
9. In their gallery: Will We Ever Dream Again? Paintings by Jane 
Goldenberg, October 2 - 30. More ways to connect with the community 
at their website. 

 

 
   

 

Istituto Italiano di Cultura 
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As part of the International Week of Italian Language in the World 2024, the Istituto 
Italiano di Cultura Toronto, in collaboration with the Books and Media Studies 
Program at the University of Toronto, presents an insightful exploration of Italy's 
printmaking heritage. The event will feature a lecture by Professor Paolo Granata, 
tracing the evolution of typography from Aldo Manuzio, the creator of Italic type, to 
Alberto Tallone, whom Pablo Neruda called the "hero of the book." Following the 
lecture, Enrico and Elisa Tallone, descendants of Alberto Tallone, will present a 
special show-and-tell, highlighting the lasting legacy of iconic printers like Manuzio 
and Giambattista Bodoni. Attendees will gain insight into typography's beauty, 
structure, and historical significance in shaping modern books and the Italian 
language, with various samples and artifacts on display. This event celebrates Italy's 
typographic tradition and its enduring impact on global literature. Additionally, on 
October 23, the Istituto will open an exhibition curated by Black History Month 
Firenze. To find out more, please visit their website. 

 

 
   

 

VEMU Estonian Museum Canada 
  

 

On October 6 at Hugh's Room Toronto, experience the music of Robert 
Schumann like never before with award-winning, Estonian jazz pianist Kristjan 
Randalu. Randalu is one of the most forward-thinking minds in today’s 
contemporary music realm and is known for his captivating interpretations of 
classical and jazz pieces. Tickets are $35 and $25 for students. Their popular 
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"Keelekohvik" Estonian Language Café, will continue in October on Wednesday 
October 9 and 23 at 7pm. The workshop is suitable for beginner language learners 
wishing to improve their skills. VEMU's new exhibit "1944 The Great Escape" is 
also on view from September 19-January 31 at Tartu College. More information can 
be found at their website.  

 

 
   

 

The Royal Conservatory 
 

 

 

The Royal Conservatory's October concerts start with a special event to 
commemorate the National Day of Truth and Reconciliation, headlined by the 
acclaimed Inuit singer Tanya Tagaq and fellow Polaris Prize winner Lido 
Pimienta on October 1. Pianist Emanuel Ax returns to Koerner Hall on October 6 for 
his 75th birthday to perform Beethoven and Schoenberg. Chief Correspondent 
for MSNBC Ali Velshi offers his take on the upcoming US elections from a 
Canadian perspective and discusses his recent book Small Acts of 
Courage with CBC senior correspondent Susan Ormiston on October 15. Jazz 
pianist Monty Alexander performs music from his latest release D-Day to celebrate 
his 80th birthday on October 19 while local reggae legend Jay Douglas opens the 
show. Soprano Karina Gauvin and contralto Marie-Nicole Lemieux perform Handel 
with Les Violons du Roy, conducted by Music Director Jonathan Cohen on 
October 27. Head to their website to learn more. 

 

 
   

 

Hot Docs Ted Rogers Cinema 
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Hot Docs is pleased to announce the limited reopening of Hot Docs Ted Rogers 
Cinema for third-party rentals and select partner screening events. On October 
18, For Viola—Hot Docs' screening series centering Black, Indigenous, and People 
of Colour (BIPOC)-led stories and filmmakers, named in honour of Canadian civil 
rights icon Viola Desmond—will present a free screening of Toronto-based 
documentarian Chrisann Hessing's We Will Be Brave, an eye-opening doc following 
the journey of Toronto’s Good Guise, a collective committed to sparking 
conversations around healthy masculinity through art. Come do the "Time Warp" 
again at the Cinema's spooky season screenings of The Rocky Horror Picture 
Show, presented with Toronto's own Shadow Cast, who perform their satirical 
version during the screenings. Continue to burn down the house at Hot Docs’ 
monthly residency of Jonathan Demme’s seminal 1984 Talking Heads concert 
film, Stop Making Sense, presented in partnership with A24. Hot Docs proudly 
serves as the exclusive Canadian host for this extraordinary residency. In the 
coming months, Hot Docs will share their plans for the resumption of regular 
programming at the Cinema. Visit the Hot Docs website to view their programming 
schedule. 

 

 
   

 

Bata Shoe Museum 
 

 

 

Art/Wear: Sneakers and Artists asks why artists are drawn to working on/with 
sneakers and why so many of us are interested in wearing these pieces - on view 
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starting October 3. To celebrate the opening of Art/Wear, they are offering FREE 
admission October 5 & 6. Enjoy a full schedule of exhibition tours and family-friendly 
hands-on activities. Take part in a mini “Be a Shoe Designer” craft workshop, leave 
your mark at their community mural, watch graffiti artist Chris Perez paint live and so 
much more. Join them on October 17 for an enlightening panel discussion that 
delves into the multifaceted world of art and its profound impact on fashion with 
Elizabeth Semmelhack, Julian Cox, Abby Albino and Ashley McKenzie Barnes. On 
October 20, they will be joined by Innocence Canada for an honest, and impactful 
look at wrongful convictions in Canada. Learn more about all the upcoming events 
and workshops by visiting their website. 

 

 
   

 

ROM 
  

 

Don’t miss the final weeks of ROM’s purr-fect exhibition, Wild Cats. Unravel the 
mystery of cats, immerse yourself in the captivating world of cats—and the cultures 
they have inspired—in this multidisciplinary exhibition that spans continents and the 
ages. There’s not a ghost of a chance you’ll want to miss Haunted ROM. Uncover 
the eerie tales, hear ghostly whispers, and explore hidden corners where shadows 
play tricks on the mind in this new tour. Email groupsales@rom.on.ca just in time to 
get your group in the Halloween spirit! Get dressed in your Halloween get-up and 
party the night away at ROM After Dark. You’ll find spooky inflatables, a scary 
scavenger hunt, and Halloween-themed projections designed to give you 
goosebumps. Channel ROM’s dark experiential energy with curated music, visual 
arts, pop-up performances and distinctive food and drink, designed for adults looking 
for a fun art-driven night out. Learn more at their website. 
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The Bloor St. Culture Corridor, Toronto's most diverse arts and culture district, is a 
true creative cluster, an arts and culture destination, and a collaboration between 
some of Toronto's most dynamic arts and culture organizations. 
 
The Bloor St. Culture Corridor offers the public a wide variety of arts genres, from 
museum experiences to films, art exhibitions to music concerts, and opportunities to 
experience some of Toronto's cultural diversity, including Aboriginal, French, Jewish, 
Italian, Japanese, Estonian, African and Caribbean arts and culture. 
All Bloor St. Culture Corridor organizations present arts and cultural events for the 
public year-round in destination venues located in a cluster along a vibrant stretch of 
Bloor Street West. Each year more than three million members of the public go to 
Bloor St. Culture Corridor arts and culture destinations, and attend exhibitions, 
performances, and events. Together, the Bloor St. Culture Corridor organizations 
employ more than 5,500 culture workers and generate more than $629,500,000 in 
economic impact each year. In 2016, The Bloor St. Culture Corridor was successful 
in working with the City of Toronto to have the Bloor St. Culture corridor section of 
Bloor St. West designated an official City of Toronto cultural corridor. 

 

 

The Bloor St. Culture Corridor includes: 
918 Bathurst Centre for Culture, Arts, Media and Education: 918 Bathurst 
St. 918bathurst.com 
Alliance Française de Toronto: 24 Spadina Road alliance-francaise.ca 
Bata Shoe Museum: 327 Bloor Street West batashoemuseum.ca 
Blackhurst Cultural Centre: 777-779 Bathurst St. blackhurstcc.org 
Gardiner Museum: 111 Queen's Park gardinermuseum.com 
Hot Docs Ted Rogers Cinema: 506 Bloor Street West hotdocscinema.ca 
Istituto Italiano di Cultura: 496 Huron Street iictoronto.esteri.it 
The Japan Foundation, Toronto: 2 Bloor Street East, Suite 300 jftor.org 
Miles Nadal Jewish Community Centre: 750 Spadina Ave. mnjcc.org 
The Music Gallery: 918 Bathurst St. musicgallery.org  
Native Canadian Centre of Toronto: 16 Spadina Road ncct.on.ca  
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The Randolph Centre for the Arts:  736 Bathurst 
St. randolphcentreforthearts.com  
The Royal Conservatory of Music / Koerner Hall: 273 Bloor Street 
West rcmusic.com/performance  
Royal Ontario Museum (ROM): 100 Queen's Park (Entrance on Bloor St. 
W.) rom.on.ca 
Soundstreams: various venues on the Bloor St. Culture Corridor soundstreams.ca 
Tafelmusik Baroque Orchestra & Chamber Choir: 427 Bloor Street 
West tafelmusik.org 
The Toronto Consort: 427 Bloor Street West torontoconsort.org 
Thomas Fisher Rare Book Library: 120 St. George St. fisher.library.utoronto.ca 
Toronto Reference Library:  789 Yonge Street torontopubliclibrary.ca 
University of Toronto Faculty of Music: 80 Queen's Park music.utoronto.ca 
VEMU Estonian Museum Canada: 310 Bloor Street West vemu.ca 
Women's Art Association of Canada: 23 Prince Arthur 
Ave. womensartofcanada.ca  

 

 
   

 

Bloor St. Culture Corridor 

273 Bloor Street West, 
Toronto, ON M5S 1W2  

(416) 879 0283 
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