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By Peter Uduehi

Newly appointed Toronto police chief and
first Black Canadian in that post Mark Saunders
says the practice of “carding” needs to be over-
hauled and not scrapped as many people are call-
ing for.

Speaking recently in a interview, he said
carding, which gives police in Toronto the power
to stop and search individuals at will, is a good law
which helps police rid the community of criminals
and gangsters.. When we started to identify that
there are gangs of criminals within the city we had
to do business differently,” he said, noting you
can’t do business the same. He stressed carding is
legal and “I am not going to support officers who
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do anything illegal”.
Saunders also emphasized that the solution
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to the problems many see in carding is to revise the
practice itself, indicating that the practise of stop-
ping citizens at “random” must be eliminated as
part of revamping carding. He intimated that he
too has been subjected to carding as a civilian, once
when he wore his baseball cap backwards, an ad-
mission that the police take into consideration the
issue of “perception”. Carding has been con-
demned by detractors as racial profiling, pitting
minority interests to that of law enforcement. Most
of carding’s suspects have been Blacks and other
minorities in disproportionate numbers. Infor-
mation from carding are stored in a police database
indefinitely and some Blacks say the law has nega-
tively impacted them in their job search.

Discover Africa in the heart of Toronto

Theme remains the same as Afrofest begms at Woodbme Park
VA : N\ D

By Peter Uduehi
The theme of this year’s Afrofest remains the
same but the spectacle of new acts, musicians and
first-impressions to the annual event will them-

~

selves make history, says organiser Music Africa’s
president Peter Toh.

The event, which starts July 5 and ends July
7 at Woodbine Park, showcases African culture,
arts and craft every year to Canadians of every
background. It is considered the largest outdoor
cultural festival at any one spot for two days in
Canada.

However, one difference to this year’s event,
says Toh, “is that we are experimenting with its
span; so instead of the usual two-day-Saturday-
and-Sunday staging at Woodbine Park, the festival
this year will last for three days beginning on Fri-
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day the 5th of

July”. But Fri- |
day’s aspect of
the event will
take place in-f w“u\

doors at Remix 11 LS
Lounge on 1305 @
Dundas Street in §
Toronto (9 p.m. /
till 1 a. m.).

There are
a few other ex- R
ceptions to this §

year's festival, |
notes Toh. Af- 7"
rofest will be !
more interactive, ¥
engaging  and /£

distinguished, he 7.
said, adding the
flame of the
PANAM games, taking place in Toronto in a few
months, will pass through the main stage of the
festival. “That is definitely a first for us and Toron-
to because Afrofest wants to connect more with
everyone in the community , every culture in the
country, not just people of African descent; Toron-
to is a melting pot of cultures from everywhere in
the world and if Afrofest can help bring everyone
together the better we all will be.” Toh said it was a
nice gesture from the city of Toronto to have the

Vm/‘u

torch-staging historical event arranged with Af-
rofest..

In keeping with its aim of also promoting
some of the best musical acts from Africa and the
diaspora, the internationally acclaimed zouk group
Kassav from the Antilles in the Caribbean will
grace the main stage of the festival. Other big
names that have performed at the festival include
Papa Wemba from the DR Congo, Oumar Sangare
from Mali, Thomas Mamfumo from Zimbabwe and
Petit Pays from Cameroon.
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Africans in Toronto sound off

on police practice of carding

Africans in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA) have
been rendering their opinion on the controversial To-
ronto police practice of “carding”, the random-on-the-
spot identification process of individuals perceived
to be questionable in terms of their allegiance to
criminal activity. The information police garners are
put in a database indefinitely. Many of you have
emailed us your opinions on this issue and here is a
pulse of the community on it.

Writes Olumide Tope:

Allow me a space in your newspaper to say something about
“carding”. I believe the process of carding is racist and dehumanizing and
has no place in the Canadian society. This is a country that prides itself on
humaneness because there are laws governing the attitude on relations
among the diverse ethnic groups in the GTA. Why must anyone think that
carding will work when there are laws already in place to catch the crimi-
nal elements among us? Many people I know who have been victims of
carding are Black and I have as many Black friends as Asian or White ones;
none of my White friends have told me anything about being carded but 60
percent of my Black friends have informed me of being carded. So from my
own experience alone, you can see that carding is discriminatory and racist.
It should be stopped.

Writes Phillip Omegbemi:

I will like to give my opinion on carding and I hope you can publish
this. Carding, according to the newly appointed first Black Toronto police
chief himself, Mark Saunders, is all about “perception”. He said in an in-
terview that he felt he was once carded as a civilian because of his dress
code. He said he wore his cap backwards on his head, and that, according
to him, was why he was carded. That is enough to throw the practice of
carding into a place where it can longer be retrieved. It contradicts the view
that carding is not about racial profiling, or profiling period. Carding is
anti-Canadian and democratic. With carding, a lot of young people will
stand convicted by the police who might perceive the hipster clothing and
mannerisms on the street as being criminal-intended or negative. Carding
must go, whether it’s law or not.

Writes Chidi Udeh:

I have an opinion on carding which I will likw to share with your
audience. For me, I think carding is a good thing because it could help to
identify the bad people among us. Though some police might abuse the
system from time to time, I think if carding is done properly whereby it
doesn’t violate the individual, it can really help with cuebing crime. This is
why I am not totally in favour of scrapping carding. The approach by the
new chief of police should be given consideration. The police chief, Mr
Saunders, has said he too was carded at one time but he supports the prac-
tice. I think carding should be fine-tuned to make it more humane, the
same thing Saunders has said. The “random” aspect of it should be elimi-
nated and we should continue with the programme.

Writes Tita Dikko:

Let me pitch in my two cents on carding please and I hope you will
do your readers justice by printing my thoughts. No matter how much re-
packaging some people want to do with carding, wrong is wrong and right
is wright. Carding is wrong, period. It doesn’t matter how some people,
including the new chief of police, want the practice to work; carding is just
wrong. You cannot make a bad thing work by making it all over, there
should be no revamping or refining of carding. Carding pits minorities
against the police because they feel the police is gunning for them to make
life more difficult for them. Most of the people carded so far through this
programme have been those that come from the minority communities of
Toronto. That’s what the figures tell us. Carding is creating discord where
there should be none. This is not America where police and minority com-
munities are being harassed everyday. Are we trying to import everything
form America into Canada? Enough is enough!

Those are some of the opinions on carding to our
newspaper. On burning issues of our time, please write to
info@africanworldnewz.com. Your opinion matters and
your are free to have your say with us. Many thanks to
those who proffered their opinion here.
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Africa: Focus On
Migration - the
Enduring Damage
of Displacement

From AllaAfrica.com

Political tensions in Burundi have been
growing since April, when the president an-
nounced he was running for a controversial third
term in office.

Violent confrontations and a failed coup have
stoked fears of large-scale conflict, with memories
of Burundi's 1993-2005 civil war still raw. So far,
tens of thousands of people - mostly women and
children - have fled to neighbouring countries in
Africa's Great Lakes region, and the UN warns this
number may double over the coming months.

The sudden exodus is undermining Burundi's
economy, with a reduced workforce and political
insecurity hampering production. Research shows
that after the outbreak of war in 1993, food produc-
tion remained below what had been the pre-war
norm for several years; and by 1996, the country
had lost a fifth of its cattle. The food insecurity that
resulted is a pattern likely to be repeated this time
around.

Less easy to predict, but potentially far more eco-
nomically damaging over time, is the harm inflict-
ed upon the country's future workforce: its chil-
dren.

Children displaced by war and other crises experi-
ence numerous, intersecting vulnerabilities. Under-
nutrition is common. A 2014 study on Colombia
found that displacement increased the likelihood of
chronic malnutrition in early childhood by almost
a fifth. A study on the 1998-2000 conflict between
Eritrea and Ethiopia showed that exposure to war
and displacement also stunts children's growth.

These experiences can have permanent and irre-
versible impacts on cognitive capacity and overall
health. And, as affected children mature into
adulthood, they often find there is a knock-on ef-
fect on their ability to work and earn money, par-
ticularly in low-income countries where physical
strength and good health underpin many liveli-
hoods.

Damage to education prospects, another devastat-
ing side effect of displacement, further harms fu-
ture employment chances. One study on Burundi
[C3] suggests that the probability of completing
primary schooling declines by six percentage
points for every forced displacement experience
and by two percentage points for each year of resi-
dence in a displacement camp.

So can anything be done? Health and food transfer
programmes that target young children and preg-
nant and lactating women might help mitigate
some of the impacts. Evidence from northern [C4]
Uganda suggests that food-for-education pro-
grammes - which provide snacks and meals to chil-
dren in school - can improve the growth rates of
young displaced children.

UN finds Eritrea
Guilty of Gross Hu-
man Rights Abuses

There are very “clear patterns of violations
and abuses in a new United Nations report against
Eritrea, notes a four-month investigation into the
human rights situation in the East African nation.
at.

Delivered at the Human Rights Council
(HRC) in Geneva, the report states “Most Eritreans
have no hope for their future,” said Mike Smith,
Chair of the Commission of Inquiry on Human

NEWS OF THE AFRICAN WORLD

Rights in Eritrea, which despite not being granted
permission to visit Eritrea, collected testimony
from more than 500 members of the Eritrean dias-
pora.

Presenting the Commission’s interim report,
Council, Mr. Smith said that in Eritrea national ser-
vice is universal and of an indefinite duration.
From the age of 17, Eritreans could expect to spend
their lives in national service, struggling to live on
less than two dollars a day.

Meanwhile, the Government has curtailed
basic freedoms to the extent that, “individuals feel
that they have hardly any choice with regard to the
main decisions in their lives: where to live, what
career to pursue, when to marry or who to wor-
ship,” he noted in a news release on the report.

For Eritreans, Mr. Smith said, “detention is
an ordinary fact of life, experienced by an inordi-
nate number of individuals - men and women, old
and young, including children.” Detention centres
range from official to the unofficial, located above
ground or underground. Some have metal contain-
ers where prisoners are kept in extreme heat.

“Once in one of them, there is a likelihood
that you will be subject to torture to extract a con-
fession or to simply punish behaviours,” he added.

Torture is widespread, both in detention and
during national service. Some Eritreans inter-
viewed by the Commission had been beaten or tor-
tured simply for asking for medicine, or for drink-
ing water without permission.

Mr. Smith pointed out that these violations
take place against a backdrop of the so-called “no
war, no peace” situation related to Eritrea’s unre-
solved border issues with neighbouring countries.

“This has become the pretext for almost all
the State’s actions that generate and perpetuate
human rights violations in the country,” he said.
“It is an expression abusively used by the Eritrean
authorities to disregard international human rights
law.”

Under this pretext, the entire society has
been militarised, the Constitution has never been
implemented and there is no rule of law, according
to the news release, which added that no one was
being held accountable for human rights viola-
tions.

The Commission of Inquiry, established by
the Human Rights Council, is examining a broad
range of alleged violations since Eritrea gained in-
dependence. It will present a written report of its
findings to the Council in June 2015.

Ghana FA wants
non-European to
succeed Blatter

From the Nigerian Independent

Lagos — Amid expectations of Blatter's im-
minent exit as FIFA boss, President of Ghana Foot-
ball Association, Kwesi Nyantakyi, has said an Eu-
ropean
candidate
jostling to
succeed
Blatter
may not
get
enough
votes
from Asia
and Afri-
ca.
Hinging
his stance on the reform being put forward by
UEFA, which, according to him, is only meant to
serve its interest and kill football in Africa, Nyan-
takyi said it is unlikely that any European planning
to succeed Blatter will receive votes from Africa.

"I don't think a candidate from Europe can
have enough votes from Africa and Asia to become
the next FIFA President," he said.

theafricanworldnews.com

"The reforms being put forward by Europe is
only meant to serve their interest and will kill foot-
ball in Africa.

"For instance, they made a request to the
FIFA Executive Committee to play friendly match-
es only amongst themselves.

"They have also increasingly restricting the
number of African players in their leagues where
in fact African players have played integral roles in
making them (European leagues) attractive."

Blatter remains very popular in Africa and
Asia mainly for the reforms that increasingly lev-
eled the playing field in terms of decision making
and profit sharing at FIFA as against the desire of
the Europe block to have a majority say due to
their superior resources.

Seychelles gets
needed loans

The Government of the Republic of Sey-
chelles has received a loan worth US $ 20.6 million,
in addition to a US $1.668 million grant, from the
African Development Bank (AfDB) to finance part
of the Mahe Sustainable Water Augmentation Pro-
ject. The accords were signed on May 27, on the
sidelines of the AfDB's 50th Annual Meetings held
in Abidjan, Cote d'Ivoire.

Signing the AfDB loan and the grant ac-
cords, Seychelles' Minister of Finance, Trade and
the Blue Economy, Jean-Paul Adam, expressed
gratitude to the AfDB, for strongly supporting the
country's 2013-2017 Medium Term National Devel-
opment Strategy, as well as fulfilling the targets as
set out in the 2008-2030 Water Development Plan
supported by the African Water Facility (AWEF).

"When fully implemented, the project will
boost Seychelles' economy, by providing reliable
and affordable water supply, which is critical in
supporting tourism, the country's main employer
and economic driver, and other manufacturing

sectors (fishing and beverages)," said Adam.

AfDB's Vice-President in charge of Agricul-
ture, Water, Human Development, Governance
and Natural Resources, Aly Abou-Sabaa, also not-
ed that the project will tremendously contribute to
Seychelles' economic development. "The Bank will
continue to work closely with your Government in
its efforts to strengthen the economic and social
well-being of the people of Seychelles," he under-
scored. "We also count on Seychelles' constant sup-
port, over the years to ensure timely and effective
implementation of this important project." The pro-
ject outputs include raising the height of the La
Gogue dam embankment by six (6) metres; con-
structing a new water treatment plant downstream
of the dam; enhancing the public utilities corpora-
tion's capacity to execute the project through re-
cruitment of dam engineering and project manage-
ment technical assistants; and engaging an experi-
enced project engineering supervision consultancy
firm. In order to prepare for future strategies, a
study on the groundwater and small/ medium
scale storage potential on the islands of Mahé,
Praslin and La Digue will be undertaken under this
project. This funding is, therefore, a natural pro-
gression of the country and the Bank's prior en-
gagements in the sector," Abou-Sabaa said. "As a
small island developing state, Seychelles is ex-
tremely vulnerable to rainfall variability. The pro-
ject will contribute to building a resilient society

and solid economic foundation."
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Eastern DR Congo making gouda
cheese in war zone

By Judith Raupp

After decades of conflict, many in the eastern Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo have lost heart, but some people will
not be discouraged. In the midst of chaos, a young man set up
a cheese business modelled on Swiss dairies.

Goma - Alex Kasole still has vivid mem-

ories of that morning in April 2012. As he was just about
to head up to his mountain pasture, the telephone rang.
"Stay home, boss! They're shooting," his assistant shout-
ed into the phone. The Congolese army and the M23
militia had entrenched themselves in the Masisi moun-

tains. The war broke out on Kasole's summer pas-
tureland. It lasted for one and a half years.

Since then, the M23 has been defeated and the
cattle graze undisturbed. Herdsmen joke as they milk the
cows. Neighbors stop by to try cheese from Kasole's
dairy farm. It is located near the village of Mushaki, 40
kilometers (25 miles) west of Goma, the provincial capi-
tal. The Congolese call the region the 'Switzerland of
Africa.'

One reason the Masisi mountains bear this name
is the breed of cows to be found there, known as Brown
Swiss.

Kasole's wife is from Switzerland. Her grandfa-
ther had brought the breed into the area at a time when
Congo was still under Belgian rule. Brown Swiss cows as
well as the Frieslander breed adapt to high altitudes bet-
ter than African cattle.

"This here is an ideal place to raise cattle," Kasole
says with delight. He has several dozen Swiss Brown
and Frieslinder cows grazing on his 285-hectare (704-
acre) upland pasture. The cows provide 400 liters (106
US gallons) of milk a day, which Kasole uses to make the
popular Masisi Gouda cheese.

Kasole's cheese factory has glazed tiles, and the
tub in which the milk ferments is made of metal. Other
dairy farmers in the region produce their cheese in bath-
tubs standing in wooden sheds. Proper hygiene is im-
portant to Kasole. He has seen cheese factories in Swit-
zerland and regards them as models for his dairy.

Visits to Europe have inspired the 33-year-old
entrepreneur. Not long ago he went to see his parents-in-
law in Switzerland and brought back cow bells - not for
nostalgic reasons, but for a very practical one: The ring-
ing of cow bells is supposed to alarm the herdsmen
when bandits try to steal cattle at night. "I reckon I'm the
only one in the Masisi region whose cows have bells,"
Kasole says with a grin. Other farmers are so impressed
by the idea that they want to follow suit.

Belgian monks had originally brought cheese
production to Congo. Initially, they only made their
Gouda for themselves, because they were plagued by a
yearning for European food. Local people have since
come to appreciate Gouda cheese as well. "The popula-
tion here loves cheese," says Moise Lokenzi, one of
Mushaki's 2,000 residents. "Someone who likes cows
must also like cheese. Someone who likes milk must also
like cheese. That is the life we lead here. That is our cul-
ture."

Not everyone can afford this culture, however, at
least not in the city. In nearby Goma, 1 kilo (2.2 pounds)
of young Gouda costs the equivalent of 3 euros ($3.42).
Two kilos of aged Gouda cost about three times as much.
"Cheese is a luxury item reserved for certain people,"
Passy Mubalama, who lives in the city, says. "Gouda
cheese enhances a breakfast, but poor people who even
have to do without breakfast certainly can't afford to buy
cheese."

But supermarkets and large restaurants in Goma
and the distant capital, Kinshasa, regularly purchase
Gouda from the Masisi mountains. Peter Bruiderli is a
cook at a luxury hotel in Goma. Because he comes from
Switzerland, his expectations are different from those of
local people. Briiderli thinks the Congolese cheese is "not

bad" - it is simply a mild cheese. "For me, it's too bad
there isn't a somewhat stronger tasting cheese," the cook
says.

Demand from the foreigners has inspired Kasole.
He is busy working on a small hydroelectric installation
on the river flowing through his pasture. Once he is fin-
ished, he will finally have electricity around the clock.
Kasole wants to build a cold-storage room and expand
production. In addition to the 1,500 Gouda wheels that
he produces every month, he wants to offer other prod-
ucts. "I'm going to try to produce Camembert, and per-
haps even butter. Especially for the foreigners in Goma.
Let's see how that works out."

But what if war breaks out again? The idea does
not unsettle him. Production would continue just like it
did the last time. He even has a solution for transporting
the cheese from the mountains to Goma. If there's war,
motorcycle taxis will smuggle the cheese across the front.

ANALYSIS:

Biggest land
grab yet in Africa?

By Chris Arsenault

Markala, Mali — Malian farmer Balima Coulibaly
and his fellow villagers watched with dread as 100,000
hectares of fertile land they have farmed for generations
were handed to Libyan investors with no discussion
about the impact on their impoverished communities.

In one of Africa's largest and most secretive for-
eign agricultural investment deals, oil-rich Libya, under
the leadership of Colonel Muammar Gaddafi, signed a
50-year, renewable lease for the land with Mali's govern-
ment in 2008.

The land in the Office of Niger, the agricultural
heart of the West African country, was provided rent
free, with water rights included, on the condition that
Libya build canals and roads to cultivate rice and cattle
there.

But seven years on, with Libya in chaos following
Gaddafi's ouster and drought-hit Mali grappling with an
insurgency, the project has stalled. It highlights concerns
facing many African nations about whether large-scale
foreign investment in farmland brings benefits.

In this part of south-central Mali, fading bill-
boards advertising the Malibya project and an irrigation
canal are the only visible signs of the Libya deal. Villages
in the area remain without paved roads, phone lines or
water pipes.

Mali's government admits it's unsure what will
happen with the deal since the collapse of Libya's gov-
ernment. Tens of thousands of poor families living and
growing crops on the land say they remain uncertain
what their future holds.

"We don't know what will happen to us," said
Coulibaly, an aging local leader, sitting on the floor of a
sweltering mud house in Sangha village, as children
with plastic bags tied to their feet in place of shoes cling
to their mothers.

"We have a big hunger problem. At the moment,
we are just trying to survive."

The project's fate highlights a clash happening
across Africa between international investors buying
large tracts of agricultural land as a strategic asset, and
small-scale farmers who have cultivated the earth for
decades and fear displacement.

Backers of land deals say they bring much-
needed investment to Africa, and can provide jobs and
improve the productivity of the land. But rights activists
say local people are rarely well compensated for their
losses and handing over land could exacerbate local food
shortages.

Few in Mali, the world's sixth poorest country,
dispute the need for investment in agriculture. More
than half of the country's 15 million people live below
the official poverty line and nearly two million are hun-
gry, says the U.N.'s World Food Programme.

But Chantal Jacovetti, a researcher with Mali's
Coordination of National Farmers' Organisations, a
rights group, said foreign investors often want land, but
not the farmers on it.

Family farmers - including those in rich countries
- produce about 80 percent of the world's food, according
to the U.N's Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO).

Jacovetti said small-scale farmers in the Office du
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Niger could triple their food production if they had gov-
ernment support to build infrastructure and, crucially,
access to formal land tenure.

"Some communities have been on that land for
800 years," Jacovetti said. "(But now) they are totally pre-
carious. Companies want to grab this land and get rid of
the peasants."

Sangha village, with a population of a few hun-
dred living in mud and straw houses amid millet fields,
is one of several communities located inside the Malibya
concession.

An estimated 60,000 small farmers reside within
the area, each farming less than half a hectare, Jacovetti
said.

A 40 km (25 mile) canal built to irrigate rice fields
on the Libyan land cuts through Sangha's ancestral terri-
tory but local people aren't allowed to use the water, said
Sidiki Coulibaly, a chieftan from neighbouring Finn vil-
lage.

Authorities have ignored their requests for water
access and pipes, he said.

Sangha and Finn residents do not have formal
title to the land they farm, although Malian law recognis-
es customary tenure. They say they were not consulted
ahead of the Libyan deal and have no idea what is hap-
pening now or could happen next.

Wearing a crisp white thobe and knitted prayer
cap, Coulibaly said he tries not to worry about the lack of
information. He believes his village, where many are
illiterate, doesn't have a lot of barganing power in inter-
national business deals.

Plans for the land deal were reportedly hatched
in direct negotiations between two leaders who have
since been deposed - exiled Malian President Amadou
Toumani Toure and Libya's Gaddafi, who was captured
and killed after being toppled from power.

"It's like two guys tried to decide the fate of the
Office du Niger without knowing anything about it,"
Jacovetti said.

At the time, terms of the deal weren't publicly
released but it was rumoured all rice grown there would
be exported.

Many large-scale foreign land investment deals in
Africa are designed to shore up food security in the
country acquiring the land or on international markets,
not in local ones, experts say.

Moussa Djire, a University of Bamako legal schol-
ar who analysed the Malibya investment, said secrecy
over the agreement led some to suspect shady dealings
but personality politics probably played a bigger role in
creating the project than illicit cash.

An undated copy of the contract obtained by the
Thomson Reuters Foundation showed the deal granted
Malibya, a subsidiary of Libyan sovereign wealth fund
Libyan African Investment Portfolio, land for 50 years
with no mention of exports.

Despite Mali facing three droughts in the past
decade, the contract gave investors water "without re-
strictions" from June to December with some limits in
drier months.

"How can they guarantee water for foreigners
and not us Malian people?" fumed Binan Coulibaly, a
local farmer. "It's already difficult for us to survive."

The Office du Niger, with green trees and healthy
herds of cattle grazing by the roadsides, contrasts with
Mali's desert north where almost nothing grows.

Irrigated by a dam built by French colonialists in
the 1930s, the agricultural area operates as a separate
administrative unit from other parts of Mali's govern-
ment and is responsible for much of the country's food. It
could produce more if better managed, experts say.
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Music Africa Presents ... A
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www.musicafrica.org Promoting African Music and Culture since ' 989 R

PRESENTED BY MUSIC AFRICA
27TH ANNUAL AFROFEST 2015
JULY 4 & 5, 2015 12:00 P.M. - 10 P.M. DAILY
WOODBINE PARK! FREE ADMISSION: RAIN OR SHINE

Toronto’s largest celebration of African music, heritage and culture is back for its 27th year!
Afrofest 2015 will take place Saturday July 4th and Sunday July 5th, at Woodbine Park, Lakeshore Boulevard East, and Coxwell Avenue.

Presented by Music Africa, in partnership with Africa New Music, the vibrant two-day outdoor festival is a chance to immerse oneself in
the beauty and diversity of the African continent.

Peter Toh, President of Music Africa, says that this years’ theme will include many acts from the African Diaspora. " The major theme is
always the celebration of African culture and we are happy to be able to highlight the contribution of African culture to the Americas,”
says Toh.

The festival will feature performances by top international groups and local stars of African music, along with dancing, drumming, and
theatre. This year’s outstanding Main Stage line up will feature Kassav (Martinique & Guadeloupe), Wenge Music — Nouvelle Generation
(DRC), Zal Sissokho, Sergio Perere & Chico Antonio (Senegal/Quebec/Mozambique), San Fan Thomas (Cameroon), Cheka Katenen Diou-
bate (Guinea), Obeah Opera (Jamaica), Tich Maredza Band (Zimbabwe) and more.

Music Africa is a non-profit community-based organization whose main objective is to promote African music in Toronto through
the Afrofest music festival and other occasional events. Established in 1990, Music Africa is among the oldest and most respected
organizations promoting African music in Canada.

Music Africa also supports the activities of other non-profit cultural organizations through partnerships for various events.
Through its activities, Music Africa is committed to enhancing appreciation and awareness of African music among Canadians
while also striving to establish Toronto as a thriving global center for African music.

Music Africa gratefully acknowledges the funding support of the Department of Canadian Heritage, Celebrate Ontario, Ontario
Arts Council and Toronto Arts Council. www.musicafrica.ca For media information, please contact: (416) 469

5336

Afrofest is an annual musical festival that celebrates African culture and brings together many African communities. Many of the greatest
stars of African music have performed at the event including Hugh Masekela, Papa Wemba, Amampondo, Oumou Sangare, African Gui-
tar Summit, Mzwakhe Mbuli, Thomas Mapfumo, Oliver Mtukudzi and many other ambassadors of African culture. With over 100,000
people attending over the weekend, the festival is the largest annual gathering of African communities in Canada.

KASSAV
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Whether

you are a first
time buyer or
an experienced
buyer with
good or bad
credit, My
Mortgage Pro-
fessional Inc.
has access to
the very best
products and rates available across Canada.
Give us a call...we think you will be pleasant-
ly surprised!
Mortgage Professional | Agent License # M 08006051
Broker License #10259

905 361 4909
F: 905.625.4809

E:terry@MyMortgagePros.ca

MyMortgageProfessional.ca

Triple ) Canada

ACCURATE, QUICK, CONVENIENT

We ‘are .dedicated to providing year-round accurate fast and
convenient professional services to local residents and businesses
Our Services:

Personal Tax . Corporate Tax . CRA Tax Review/Auditing Assis-
tance . Business Plan . Business Setup and Incorporation .

Accounting/Bookkeeping/Payroll

64/-388-9717

www.jjjcanada.com
Income Tax Location:

1st Floor, 3085 Hurontario St.,
Mississauga, ON L5A 4E4

iProRealty
-
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George
Karanopoulos

| KNOW ITe | LOVE IT e | SELL IT

/o y
West Realty Inc., Brokerage

Price: $150,000.00
priced 2 level condo townhome
in an ideal Mississauga neighbourhood. /N
Meticulously maintained bright & spacious
unit with 2 bedrooms + den, large open v
balcony, sizeable eat-in kitchen & much
more! Easily accessible by transit & major
highways! Call to schedule a personal
showing today!
RE/MAX West Realty Inc., Brokerage
Independently owned and operated

Office: (416) 769-1616

Email: George@torontois
Website: www.Torontols

ood.com

3055 Tomken Road Unit 352: e

W O R L D

YOUR ONLY LINK TO AFRICA & DIASPORA

ANITA KUMARI

Sales Representative

NOW IS A GREAT TIME TO BUY, SELL
AND INVEST IN REAL

ESTATE. CALL OR EMAIL FOR ALL
YOUR REAL ESTATE
NEEDS. e
Homelife Superstars Real Estate Ltd, Brokerage (/ Shia ¢
23 Westmore Drive, Suite:Unit 102, Rexdale, ON \“/)’/ 0y \‘35
M9V 3Y7 \i "7

V1
b Y
HIGHER [

Direct: (416) 271 4632 )hﬂiii’i’;zz@’/

Office: (416) 740-4000

e Toronto. Upgraded Unit in an excellent location. Gorgeous views, Solarium,
2 BR’s, 2 Washrooms. Well Maintained unit close to TTC, Schools, Shops &
More. $1500 /month or less...Call to qualify. 11 Darras Crt

e Brampton. Luxurious Renovated 3 BR Townhome Near Bramalea - Excellent
starter home, can cost you less than a rent payment. Near to all amenities.
Call to view. 107 Bristol Rd

e Mississauga Executive 3 BR Townhome. Beautiful home apx 1400 sq feet
with 2 Baths, garage, spacious living area. Located close to shops, Hwys.
Call to view. Ridgefield

Brampton. 4 Br Home, Bold & Beautiful. Spacious rooms with no carpet in
home. Well Suited For The First Time Buyer in High Demand Area of Cas-
tlemore. Call to view. Chipley

Web : www.anitakumari.com Email: realtoranita@gmail.com
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- DASH & i %fg,) Realty Ltd., Brokerage
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BARRISTER & SOLICITORS *!QAJSTANDA%S/,J,% 263 Queen St. East, Suite # 20,

e Brampton, Ont. L6W 4K6
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* Bail Hearings — T

$891000 m Excellent Established Convenience And

Dollar Store Business In Busy Area Near
. Schools And High Rise Buildings,Lots Of
" Walk-In Customers. High Profit Margin
Business. EXTRAS **** Full Training Will
£ Be Provided,Pl Dont Go Direct, List Of
/S Chattles And All Documents As Per
Lar "‘:5“» Requirement Upon Accepted Offer.

* Impaired/Over, 80

* Dangerous Drivin

* Drug Offences

* Extradition &
Deportation

| AFT[R HUURS /‘E“[NINGS Darshan Singh Pannu Harinder Pannu

Sales Representative Sales Representative

905-451-6611/647-283-9860 1P AL X2t Direct : 905-790-8724

. Email : shanpannu@live.com Email : pannuharinder@hotmail.com
* all services offered in English'and Punjabi
| : : www.himapleleaf.com

Evening & Saturday Appointments Available
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Each Office Independently Owned & Operated

CENTURY 21 Millennium Inc., Brokerage &'IUVZI
2]

) Are my premiums fully guaranteed in the contract?

n i r: 41 6 _6 62_ 43 51 o ffee Ma’ket Eval“a“on @ Could | pay less if | am in good health and don’t smoke?

@ Does my coverage stay in force if | move or change mortgage lenders?

0 ": 9 0 5 '45 n' 8 3 0 0 XX Mls listln!l of your anenv @ Can my coverage extend past my mortgage period?

email: gurinder singh88@yaheocom <t Professional Service - _ .
. .e W @ Am | guaranteed to receive advice from a licensed insurance advisor?
www.propertiesguruji.com a8

‘Notimerded

f Can | convert my coverage to a permanent plan, even if my health has changed?

@ Can | choose my own beneficiary for the insurance proceeds?

For AII vour neal Estale Needs IUST cnlll @ Can | apply for more coverage for other needs?
- 2 & wil my coverage remain level throughout the mortgage period?
416-662-43 51

MORTGAGE INSURANCE
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New Nigerian president Buhari

Nigeria: Our
military will take

down B'Haram -
Buhari

From the Leadership Newspaper in Abuja, Nigeria

President Muhammadu Buhari yesterday in
Niamey, the capital of Niger Republic, said the
Nigerian Army was formidable enough to crush
the Boko Haram terrorist group.

Buhari, who made this declaration after
holding talks with Nigerien President Issoufou
Mahamadou, asserted that the Nigerian Army,
which had earned a good reputation globally, re-
mained a virile fighting force.

"I am four days in office today and we have
already started the process of ending the insurgen-
cy," he told journalists after meeting with his host.

The president hinted that he had, at the over
five hours' meeting with heads of Nigeria's Armed
Forces and security agencies on Tuesday, taken
time with the service chiefs to review ongoing op-
erations against Boko Haram for better results.

Buhari added, however, that because of the
peculiarities of terrorism, the movement of terror-
ists across borders and the unconventional nature
of the war against terror, Nigeria would continue
to seek the support of neighbouring countries in its
bid to overcome the militants.

President expresses worry over influx of 150,
000 Nigerian refugees in Niger Republic

He also expressed worry at the influx of ref-
ugees as a result of the insurgency, noting that
there were over 150,000 displaced Nigerians in Ni-
ger.

"Another issue of concern to us, which is
closely associated with the insurgency in the re-
gion, is the influx of refugees and other displaced
persons. We are aware that, currently, there are
over 150,000 displaced persons comprising refu-
gees and returnees taking refuge in various parts
of Niger," Buhari stated.

According to him, he was in Niger Republic
to seek more support from the country in bringing
a quick end to the atrocities of Boko Haram, and
would hold similar meetings with Chadian author-
ities after leaving Niamey today.

Bubhari further noted that Nigeria would also
require the assistance of other nations and multi-
lateral institutions to rebuild areas adversely affect-
ed by the insurgents and rehabilitate displaced
persons.

Earlier at the opening of bilateral talks be-
tween Nigeria and Niger earlier, President Buhari
praised his host's contributions to the ongoing
multi-national effort against terrorism, insurgency
and cross-border crimes.

He said, "Permit me also to acknowledge the
consistency with which the government and peo-
ple of Niger Republic have stood beside Nigeria
under all circumstances. I would like to convey the
appreciation of Nigeria for the sacrifices by Niger
in the ongoing efforts to counter the menace of the
Boko Haram insurgency.

"Niger Republic has, over the years, proved
to be a reliable ally to Nigeria both at bilateral and
multilateral levels. It is our hope and aspiration
that this special relationship would be further con-
solidated during my administration.

"My administration will bring new impetus
and a renewed commitment to the efforts to wipe

From African Press

out the menace of the Boko Haram insurgents. As a
first step, we have directed the relocation of the
command post of the counter-insurgency opera-
tions to Maiduguri until such a time that the insur-
gency is completely defeated.

"Our administration will work closely with
governments of the affected states to continue to
provide humanitarian assistance to the displaced
persons and their host communities. The ultimate
objective, however, remains to end the insurgency
and facilitate the displaced persons' return to their
homes."

On his part, the president of Niger com-
mended President Buhari for making Niger the
first country he would visit after his inauguration.

Mahamadou assured Buhari that Niger
would continue to support Nigeria in the fight
against Boko Haram.

"Your decision to move the military com-
mand of Nigeria to the North East has further
strengthened our conviction that the war against
terrorism will soon come to an end", he said.

Buhari also urged Nigerians to be patient
with his administration, saying the task of rebuild-
ing Nigeria will be a very difficult one.

Speaking when he met with members of
Nigerian community in Niger, he said, "As you are
aware, our government is just coming on board
and is still in the process of setting out appropriate
modalities on how to actualize its agenda of re-
vamping Nigeria, as contained in the APC mani-
festo on which basis we were elected. I urge you to
exercise some patience as the task of rebuilding
Nigeria is indeed an arduous one."

He listed the challenges his government in-
tends to tackle in revamping Nigeria to include the
challenges of insecurity, near economic collapse,
pervasive corruption and power shortages.

The president continued: "I want to reassure
that we are going to tackle these challenges head-
on. Nigerians will not regret that they have en-
trusted national responsibility to us. We must not
succumb to hopelessness and defeatism. We can fix
our problems.

"However daunting the task to surmount
these challenges may be, they are by no means in-
surmountable. There is now a national consensus
that our chosen route to national development is
democracy. To achieve our objectives, we must
consciously work to improve the democratic sys-
tem

Sassou Nguesso
to extend his rule

From Africa in Fact, South Africa

While elections in the Republic of Congo are a
year away, Brazzaville, its riverside capital, is awash
with rumours that the president will amend the constitu-
tion, again, to remain in power.

Denis Sassou-Nguesso, 72, has ruled over the oil-
rich state for nearly 35 years, against a backdrop of
coups, civil wars and repeated constitutional revisions.
He first came to power after a military takeover in 1979
and ruled until 1992, when he lost a presidential election
to Pascal Lissouba in the nation's first multi-party elec-
tions. He took the reins again in 1997 at the end of a peri-
od of bloody civil war. He won two disputed elections in
2002 and 2009.

Often referred to as Congo-Brazzaville (to distin-
guish it from neighbouring Democratic Republic of Con-
go), this nation's first constitution was replaced by a sec-
ond one in 2002, which, ironically, Mr Sassou-Nguesso
himself helped to draft. Article 57 limits consecutive
presidential terms to two; and Article 58 forbids candi-
dates over the age of 70 from running. The president
should be excluded on both counts.

While Mr Sassou-Nguesso has made no public
statement regarding his potential candidacy, opposition
leaders and other observers are convinced that the presi-
dent will try to change the constitution to run again. Few
forget his late 1970s campaign slogan Kaka Nguesso
("Nguesso one more time" in the Lingala language).

The president is consulting constitutional experts
to modify "the constitution to his advantage", said Ma-
thias Dzon, president of the opposition Patriotic Union
for National Revival. This information is "not a secret',
he added.

The ruling Congolese Labour Party (PCT) has
only encouraged these perceptions. In December 2014
the PCT's steering committee approved plans to modify
Articles 57 and 58, according to several newspaper re-
ports.

But Article 185 remains a major obstacle: it pro-
hibits revising the restrictions on presidential terms. The
only way to remove the term limits is to scrap the consti-
tution entirely.

The country's first post-colonial constitution was
adopted in 1963. After 29 years of one-party rule, the
constitution adopted in 1992 paved the way for multi-
party elections. But Mr Sassou-Nguesso abolished it
when he overthrew Mr Lissouba and replaced it with a
transitional charter in October 1997.

A civil war, fought between partisans of the two
men, continued on and off until December 1999, when
Mr Sassou-Nguesso, with the help of the Angolan army,
finally won a decisive victory. He led a transitional re-
gime until elections in 2002, when a new constitution
was adopted.

But even with these limits, the 2002 constitution
still gives the president imperial powers. The president
is both chief of state and head of government. He ap-
points ministers, councillors and directors-general. In
addition, he is commander-in-chief of the army and
president of the superior council of magistrates. "In Con-
go, the president does everything," said Vivien
Manangou, a law professor at the University of La Ro-
chelle in France.

The 2002 constitution was drafted to restore the
state's authority, weakened by years of civil war. By ex-
tending powers to the executive, it sought to break away
from the 1992 constitution's French semi-presidential
system, in which parliament played a counterbalancing
role.

But what Mr Manangou qualifies as a
"paternalistic" constitution nevertheless had one im-
portant caveat: Article 185.

Those in favour of removing Article 185 argue
that the constitution has done its job. "The historical role
played by the [2002 constitution] has ended," said Thier-
ry Moungalla, minister of telecommunications. "The
constitution is not the bible. [It] was drafted by men in a
specific political, social and economic context. What has
been drafted by men at that period in time, influenced
by major political circumstances, can be modified by
these same men."

If Mr Sassou-Nguesso succeeds in scrapping the
old constitution and drafting a new one, it will not be the
first time he has changed the rules to suit his needs. He
may need to remain in power to avoid prosecution and
protect his patronage networks.

For instance, he could face charges for his in-

volvement in the murder of Marien Ngouabi, Congo's
president who was assassinated in 1977. Mr Sassou-
Nguesso was defence minister and head of intelligence
at the time and became president two years later. In 2013
several independent newspapers dared to link Mr
Sassou-Nguesso to Mr Ngouabi's murder. The national
agency responsible for regulating the media suspended
the news outlets for inciting "violence, defamation and
dishonouring certain high authorities of the state".

The president could also face charges of crimes
against humanity. Commentators have linked him to
various political crimes, not least the infamous Brazza-
ville Beach incident in May 1999 in which over 300 Con-
golese refugees, returning from exile at the Kinshasa
port, were allegedly tortured and murdered.

The president's family, close friends and his Mbo-
chi ethnic group dominate the media, state business and
key government agencies. General Jean-Frangois
Ndenge, a close friend, heads the national police force.
The president's nephew, Jean-Dominique Okemba, is in
charge of the national security council.

If there is a constitutional referendum, it will
most likely take place before presidential elections
scheduled for July 2016. Aside from the legal hurdle, Mr
Sassou-Nguesso faces an increasingly mobilised and
vocal opposition. In the last election in 2009, opposition
candidates called for a boycott. They released a state-
ment on election day asserting that turnout was only
10%, a claim disputed by the government.

The PCT's support for an extension of the
president's rule is creating the ingredients of a
"very grave" crisis, Mr Dzon said. The president's
"unpopularity is established," he added. Yet still
"he wants to move mountains... to offer himself an
additional term he is not allowed to have. The

Congolese people are not going to let that happen."
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Mortgage for Everyone Buy, Sell, Invest or Need a Mortgage

CALL TODAY! 416.896.9991
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Call us today for low mortgage rates!

Sales Representative

Dir: 416-302-8135

Email: roddey@rogers.com

We represent over 200 lenders, many of which
Provide 1st, 2 nd and 3rd mortgages even with:

e Bad Credit e Property Tax Arrears [] 470 Chrysler Dr., Unit #20 [ ] 5010 Steeles Ave W, Suite 1
Brampton, ON L6S 0C1 Toronto, ON M9V 5C6
Tel: 905-454-4000 Tel: 416-747-9777

e Bankruptcy o Power 0Of Sale Fax: 905-463-0811 Fax: 416-747-7135

e Unemployment e Self Employment

208 €] HomeLife/Miracle Realty Ltd. srokerage {2ty
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*A. Email: roddey@rogers.com s -
3717 Wyewood Rd., Mississauga ON L4T 2A3
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“fet me make your housing dreams possible”
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Brampton, Ontarion, L6W3M2 Email:ruwan.korale@century.ca
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MORTGAGE & LIE OF CREDIT

Mortgage in Best Rate

- Merge all payments in to One

Equity Line of Credit - Payment )
Re-Finance - - Mortgage in Bankruptcy Situation ”
2nd or 3rd Mortgage - - Transfer Property to Relatives or
Friends
Best Rate for ‘AAA’ Clients .
'ariable - 1.95% (Prime — .90%)
ixed Rate 2.49% WiIN Up To
et G o And Many More Services . $100.000
& Q % WHEN You UsE
&Q} «é, “MORTGAGE-CLINIC” 3 3 The RIGHTBROKER"
{g J})o % Ask ME How!
@ We are here to help you... %, ¥
@ % JeyRasathurai/contest.asp

Saturday - Walkin Welcome 9.00 - 5.00

hesan Pathmanathan wcom scom
Mortgage Agent
FSCO Lic #M 12001741

Cell : 647-861-8240

1504 Markham Rd, Toronto, ON, M1B 2V9

Our Address

(Markham & HWY 401)
416-613-2788 / 416-816-9011

Monday—Friday (call for appointment)

Jey Rasathurai MBA, BBA (Hon), Al

XSEEE§8£ Team Leader / Mor’cg'a:%ecégl_eir;t;!1/E Il\?ﬂeglgggﬁt;:ales Represe
b cb ks Cell : 416-624-4843

Corporate Offfice : Sheppard Aver E, Suite 200,
Toronto, ON, M2J 5B4, Toll Free : 1-877-366-3487

Mohan Khangura
Sales Representative

Helping you s what we do
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Lnvestments
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INDEPENDENT AND OPERATED BROKERAGE
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HEALTH CARE SUPPLY
289.374.0400

Inside Yuan Ming Supermarket

1000 Burnhamthorpe Rd. West
Mississauga, ON L5C 254
(

905.232.4943, 416.273.4943

Equity Sq. Mall - 3085 Hurontario St.

Email: Unit # 16, Mississauga, ON L5A 4E4

OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER
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Canada hosts FIFA women’s World Cup

As Canada hosts the world in FIFA’s highest competition for women, nation’s organising
committee says Canada will put best foot forward in statement:

Between 6 June and 5 July 2015, Canada will host the FIFA Women’s World Cup™, a competition that offers the best in soccer from around the globe.
Providing a world-class stage for the largest women’s sporting event in the world requires the support of Canadians from coast to coast. We are looking for
hundreds of volunteers to come together and help deliver the most successful FIFA Women’s World Cup™ ever.

Canada is a proven hosting nation for major international sporting events, having hosted the successful FIFA U-19 Women's World Championship in 2002 and
the FIFA U-20 World Cup in 2007. With your help, we believe we will prove it once again.

This once-in-a-lifetime event gives us a unique opportunity to demonstrate Canadian hospitality, infused with the character of our multicultural society, as we
host matches across five time zones in six venues, from Vancouver near the Pacific Ocean to Moncton near the Atlantic Ocean. Official host cities for 2015 in-
clude Vancouver, British Columbia; Edmonton, Alberta; Winnipeg, Manitoba; Ottawa, Ontario; Montreal, Quebec; and Moncton, New Brunswick.

As part of the FIFA Women’s World Cup Canada 2015™ team, you will play an important role in establishing a meaningful legacy for sport and women’s soccer
in Canada while building memories and friendships that will last a lifetime.

It would be impossible to stage this event without the effort and passion of those committed to volunteering. Your helpfulness, friendliness and willingness to
become involved will be decisive factors in delivering the best FIFA Women's World Cup™ in history.

We look forward to welcoming you to the team for the FIFA Women's World Cup Canada 2015™'!

Sincerely,

Peter Montopoli

Africa’s support for FIFA boss [ ArRicA wort
Sepp Blatter justified We're Your Only Link To

Africa & Diaspora
Publisher & Editor

COSAFA president Seketu "To be honest this campaign is being  "The people who stand accused to- Peter Uduehi
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Embattled FIFA boss Sepp Blatter The African World
terday's FIFA congress in Switzer- win the rights to host the 2018 resent their countries at FIFA, the Newspaper remains
land. World Cup. They came to us and issue here has nothing to do with the .

offered to invest 600 million dollars world football federation," Patel your OIﬂY hllk
Meanwhile, Patel, who is also CAF in developing world football if we said. to Africa & Diaspora

vice president disclosed that the con-  supported their bid but we refused,"

tinental football rejected a £600 mil-  Patel said.

lion bribe to support England's bid to

host the 2018 FIFA world cup that He said despite the criticism sur-

was won by Russia. rounding Blatter's leadership, Africa AFRICAN
will always value and support his

Patel, who is also Confederation of commitment to the development of
African Football (CAF) vice president, football in the continent.

said this week's incident that saw

several high ranking FIFA officials "I am part of the Review and Audit
arrested in Zurich by Swiss police for committee of FIFA and review all

alleged corruption at the request of procedures to ensure that things
the United States of America, was a  such as corruption do not happen. YOUR ONLY LINK TO ARRICA & DIASPORA e
ploy to discredit the integrity of the There is nothing that FIFA has done
world football body. wrong.
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