04122026 NEWS SPECIAL Don’t miss Lev U’Neshama NOTE at end!

Please Note:

| am now home from having triple bypass surgery. | will attempt to start looking at the news
and sending something out in the near future but it will be very abbreviated with only titles
and links You can also subscribe to one of the many Israel reviews that are mailed out
daily.

Thank you for your patience. rdb

US-Iran talks collapse over nuclear dispute, but both sides leave door open for more negotiations

Vice President JD Vance says Iran rejected US demands to curb its nuclear program, while Tehran accuses
Washington of excessive conditions; despite the impasse, both sides signal interest in continuing diplomacy
Lior Ben Ari|00:29

https://www.ynetnews.com/article/ry3e5sonbe#autoplay

Trump declares US Navy to begin blockading Strait of Hormuz ‘effective immediately’
Despite claiming talks with Iran ‘went well,” US president says military to stop ‘all ships’ entering or leaving
key waterway; report: 60% of IRGC navy’s Hormuz patrol fleet intact

By Tol Staff, Agencies, Lazar Berman and Emanuel Fabian

Today, 8:21 pmUpdated at 10:40 pm
https://www.timesofisrael.com/trump-declares-us-navy-to-begin-blockading-strait-of-hormuz-effective-
immediately/

CENTCOM using underwater drones to clear mines in the Strait of Hormuz

The closure of the Strait of Hormuz is a sticking point for both the United States and Iran in ceasefire talks,
with Iran estimated to have between 2,000 and 6,000 naval mines.

ByANNA AHRONHEIMAPRIL 12, 2026 18:18Updated: APRIL 12, 2026 20:49
https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/article-892741

'Everything begins with intelligence': Three wars rewriting the rules of modern

warfare

From Israel to Ukraine and Taiwan, today’s conflicts are redefining the rules of warfare — and the
technologies that drive it

)JBYANNA AHRONHEIMAPRIL 9, 2026 15:59Updated: APRIL 10, 2026 14:04
https://www.jpost.com/jerusalem-report/article-892191

Erdogan threatens military action against Israel, MK calls him a 'megalomaniacal

dictator'

Turkey could take military action against Israel if necessary, Erdogan warns, drawing comparisons to past
interventions in Karabakh and Libya.

)ByTOBIAS SIEGALAPRIL 12, 2026 16:55

https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/article-892720

Netanyahu’s military secretary Roman Gofman approved to serve as next Mossad chief

Considered close to the prime minister, Gofman was controversially involved in use of a minor for online
influence campaign while commander in IDF; 5-year term set to start in June

By Lazar Berman and Emanuel Fabian

Today, 11:42 pm
https://www.timesofisrael.com/netanyahus-military-secretary-roman-gofman-approved-to-serve-as-next-
mossad-chief/
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Israel's war in Lebanon seen as price to pay for Iran reopening Hormuz- analysis
Iran wanted the Lebanon war to end before talks, to take credit for ending it, and the US wanted Hormuz to be

opened, so that negotiations would be focused immediately on the nuclear issue.
ByYONAH JEREMY BOBAPRIL 12, 2026 12:51Updated: APRIL 12, 2026 17:33

Hezbollah rocket hits remains of 1,500-year-old Byzantine church in Nahariya

Israel Antiquities Authority says modern-day structure preserving the mosaic was damaged but the ancient
flooris intact

By Rossella Tercatin

Today, 11:13 pm
https://www.timesofisrael.com/hezbollah-rocket-hits-remains-of-1500-year-old-byzantine-church-in-nahariya/
https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/article-892691

WATCH: IDF finds Hezbollah weapons cache stored in Bint Jbail hospital, kills dozens

of terrorists

The town holds a symbolic position within Hezbollah's organization as it was the location where the then-
secretary general Hassan Nasrallah described Israel as weaker than a spider web.

ByJAMES GENNAPRIL 12,2026 16:20Updated: APRIL 12, 2026 16:29
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/defense-news/article-892722

Almost half of young Muslims in Germany hold Islamist attitudes, study finds
German Parliamentary State Secretary Christoph de Vries noted that the Hamas terrorist attack on Israel’s
Gaza border communities on October 7, 2023, was a “driver for Islamism as a whole.”

ByMATHILDA HELLERAPRIL 12, 2026 19:00

https://www.jpost.com/international/article-892746

Hungary’s Orban concedes landmark defeat to center-right opposition

Pro-EU Tisza party heads for sweeping win that could reshape European dynamics and weaken ties with
Putin, Trump and Netanyahu

By Reuters and Tol Staff Today, 11:53 pm
https://www.timesofisrael.com/hungarys-orban-concedes-landmark-defeat-to-center-right-opposition/

Texas Congressman presents bill to designate CAIR a terror org., revoke NGO status,

over Hamas ties

In the bill, Roy cites various evidence of CAIR's terror links, including the fact that CAIR was hamed as an
unindicted co-conspirator in the 2007 Holy Land Foundation terrorism financing trial.

ByMATHILDA HELLERAPRIL 12, 2026 15:02Updated: APRIL 12, 2026 17:00
https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/article-892707

OP ED

Trump's Middle East Strategy: Half-Measures, Full Consequences
by Pierre Rehov

e Syria's President Ahmed al-Sharaa, a man once affiliated with Al-Qaeda and long listed with
a $10 million American bounty on his head, was welcomed at the White House on November

10, 2025 (pictured), and, in what was framed as a historic diplomatic opening,
publicly described by Trump as a "strong leader." To legitimize these terrorists
under the convenient fiction of ideological conversion is not merely
contradictory; it signals to the entire region that time and patience are sufficient
to outlast Western resolve. (Image source: Donald Trump/Truth

&N Social/Wikimedia Commons)
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There is, in Washington, a recurring temptation: that the Middle East can be managed, contained, adjusted
at the margins through economic pressure, surgical strikes, and the careful selection of supposedly "acceptable"
figures drawn from within the very systems that generated the chaos. US President Donald Trump, whose instincts
have often broken with this practice, now appears perilously close to reproducing it. The issue is not a lack of
clarity— he understands the nature of the threat far better than most Western leaders — but the potential failure of
an operation halted midway. Regimes are destabilized but left standing, Jihadist ecosystems are weakened but not
dismantled. Recycled figures from the same ideological mold are repackaged as partners. This sadly makes for
half-finished wars presented as advisability.

In Syria, for instance, Ahmed al-Sharaa, known under his former identity as Abu Mohammad al-Julani— a
man once affiliated with Al-Qaeda and long listed with a $10 million American bounty on his head — was
welcomed at the White House on November 10, 2025, and, in what was framed as a historic diplomatic opening,
publicly described by Trump as a "strong leader."

To then legitimize these terrorists under the convenient fiction of ideological conversion is not merely
contradictory; it signals to the entire region that time and patience are sufficient to outlast Western resolve.

Ideologies do not just dissolve when their representatives adopt the codes of diplomacy. They simply put
on suits and ties, prepare to say what Western leaders would like to hear, and re-enter the international arena
through a legitimacy granted by those who once sought to eradicate them. Former head of Romanian Intelligence,
lon Mihai Pacepa, who defected from the Soviet bloc to the West in 1978, wrote in 2003:

"In March 1978 | secretly brought Arafat to Bucharest for final instructions on how to behave in Washington.
'"You simply have to keep on pretending that you'll break with terrorism and that you'll recognize Israel -- over, and
over, and over, Ceausescu told him for the umpteenth time. Ceausescu was euphoric over the prospect that both
Arafat and he might be able to snag a Nobel Peace Prize with their fake displays of the olive branch."

Iran is an even more consequential test. The joint U.S.-Israeli strikes that began on February 28, 2026 and
eliminated key figures of Iran's regime, including Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, constituted a shock that briefly
opened the possibility of structural break. What followed, however, was not a collapse but rapid recovery: the
regime regenerated itself from within its own ideological core and reaffirmed the same doctrines, the same
networks, and the same political objectives.

The central flaw that continues to undermine Western policy seems to be the illusion that eliminating
individuals is equivalent to dismantling the system that produces them. A regime built on a mix of clerical
authority, revolutionary ideology, and paramilitary enforcement cannot be neutralized through decapitation alone;
it must be confronted at its structural foundations, or it will simply regrow, often in a more radicalized form.

Trump's position appears divided between two incompatible premises. On one side is a clear recognition
that the Iranian regime is intrinsically hostile, driven by an expansionist vision anchored in a theology that elevates
martyrdom above compromise and confrontation above coexistence. On the other side is the temptation -- a
recurring wish -- to explore engagement with supposedly "less radical" elements within that same system, as
though extremism were a matter of degree rather than a defining principle. This ambiguity is a strategic fault line.
As long as Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, the clerical hierarchy, and the ideological infrastructure
remain intact, any figure presented as moderate operates within boundaries that preclude genuine transformation.
What appears as moderation to Western observers instead often functions as tactical adaptation within an
unchanged ideological framework.

Events on the ground have already begun to expose the limits of this approach with unforgiving clarity.
Despite the loss of senior leadership, Iran intensified its attacks across the region, expanded missile and drone
strikes against American military installations and civilian targets in the Gulf states, and contributed to the
disruption of maritime routes with direct consequences to global markets and Western interests, all while targeting
Israeli cities with cluster bombs attached to ballistic missiles. Such behavior is the predictable outcome of
pressure applied without dismantling a system. Partial confrontation, rather than inducing moderation, reinforced
the regime's internal cohesion, and allowed it to mobilize part of its population around a narrative of "resistance"
while hardening its strategic posture. The leadership that emerged from such conditions appeared less inclined
than ever to engage on terms defined by its adversaries.

At the heart of the West's recurring miscalculation lies a deeper cultural and intellectual gap. American
strategic thinking, shaped by Enlightenment rationalism and economic pragmatism, tends to assume that actors
ultimately seek stability, prosperity, and survival within a framework of material incentives. This assumption
encounters its limits when confronted with systems in which ideological or religious imperatives override material
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considerations. Within such a framework, sacrifice is not a cost but a form of fulfillment, and death itself can be
integrated into a narrative of victory. The classical mechanisms of deterrence lose their force in this environment:
the underlying calculus is no longer based on cost-benefit analysis but on a hierarchy of values that places
transcendence above survival.

Despite decades of hard evidence, Western policy continues to operate as though these regimes could be
integrated into a rational order through negotiation and incremental pressure. In reality, these regimes function as
ideological engines whose primary objective is not coexistence but expansion — cultural, religious, and
geopolitical. Periods of apparent moderation or openness are not indications of transformation; they are designed
to relieve pressure, gain time, or reposition assets without altering the ultimate objective. The notion of a stable
equilibrium with such systems or the power base in them rests on a misunderstanding of what they regard as their
priorities.

The domestic dimension in the US introduces an additional layer of constraint that further complicates the
strategic equation. The political coalition that brought Trump back to power is neither uniformly interventionist nor
inclined to support prolonged engagements lacking clear, decisive and preferably fast outcomes. For them, even
four weeks was too long.

Recent polling indicates that a substantial majority of Americans, including a significant segment of
Republican voters, favor a rapid conclusion to the confrontation with Iran even at the cost of incomplete
objectives. The findings appear to reflect growing concerns over potential casualties, escalation, and economic
repercussions, or the wish for Trump not to have a success. The view creates a narrow and unforgiving window in
which decisive action must either achieve structural results or give way to a gradual erosion of political support,
with predictable consequences for any long-term improvement in the situation.

Half-measures, in this context, represent the most dangerous possible course. They combine the costs of
intervention with the failure of restraint: destabilizing adversaries without removing their capacity to rebuild and, in
doing so, often strengthening the very dynamics the half-measurists were seeking to contain. The result is a cycle
in which each round of confrontation produces a more resilient and more ideologically entrenched adversary,
while Western credibility diminishes step by step.

The broader international environment only amplifies these risks. European leadership, exemplified by
figures such as French President Emmanuel Macron, continues to prioritize de-escalation and negotiated
solutions, frequently detached from the radical ideological realities that shape the behavior of regional actors. At
the same time, Russia and China exploit Western hesitancy to expand their influence, presenting themselves as
"neutral" alternative interlocutors while benefiting from the ambivalence of the United States. The cumulative
effect is that a clarity of purpose becomes increasingly rare, and decisive outcomes increasingly elusive.

Israel, operating under the immediate pressure of existential threat, adopts a fundamentally different
approach. The question, from Jerusalem's perspective, is not whether the Iranian regime can be managed or
contained, but whether its continued existence in its current form is compatible with actual long-term security.
This view has been shaped by the proximity to nearly 80 years of bombardments, terrorism and historical
experience. Where Washington hesitates, Jerusalem calculates for survival.

Stability in the Middle East cannot be achieved by preserving the structures that generate instability or by
pretending that actors steeped since birth in jihadist ideology can be easily rebranded. Stability cannot be secured
through partial victories or symbolic demonstrations of force that leave intact the mechanisms of radicalization
and expansion.

Trump's instinctive understanding that strength must be asserted and that adversaries must be confronted
remains fundamentally sound - yet needs to be carried through to its logical conclusion. The result, as seenin lraq,
Libya, Tunisia and Afghanistan, is not peace but a return to the same strategic starting point under less favorable
conditions.

If the objective is merely to delay nuclear proliferation or to manage crises episodically, the current
approach may produce short-term appearances of success. If, however, the objective is seriously to alter the
dynamics that perpetuate a conflict — to dismantle the ideological regimes and frameworks that export instability
across the region — then partial measures are indistinguishable from failure.

American voters, particularly before midterm elections, are unlikely to engage with the subtleties of
diplomatic maneuvering or the layered complexities of proxy warfare. Their judgment will rest on visible outcomes:
on the coherence between declared objectives and tangible results. In that light, a strategy that delivers disruption
without resolution risks being perceived not as prudence but as an abdication of purpose, just another American


https://time.com/article/2026/03/26/us-iran-war-poll-americans-public-opinion-approve-democrats-republicans/

cut-and-run.

Trump has identified the nature of the threat with uncommon clarity. To translate it into lasting strategic
success requires refusing the comforting illusions of only half-hearted, fake success. There can be no
rehabilitation of jihadists under new labels, no reliance on hypothetical "moderates" within revolutionary systems,
and no acceptance of partial outcomes as substitutes for structural change. Anything less will ensure that the
same threats will persist, reconfigured and reinforced, for the next round of conflict.

Pierre Rehov, who holds a law degree from Paris-Assas, is a French reporter, novelist and documentary
filmmaker. He is the author of six novels, including "Beyond Red Lines", "The Third Testament" and "Red Eden’,
translated from French. His latest essay on the aftermath of the October 7 massacre " 7 octobre - La riposte " became a
bestsellerin France. As a filmmaker, he has produced and directed 17 documentaries, many photographed at high risk
in Middle Eastern war zones, and focusing on terrorism, media bias, and the persecution of Christians. His latest
documentary, "Pogrom(s)" highlights the context of ancient Jew hatred within Muslim civilization as the main force
behind the October 7 massacre.
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STEP BY STEP

STEP BY STEP: Good news is that many friends and supporters of Lev U'Neshama (Heart and Soul) donated
towards the Education Fund project to provide basic school supplies for actually 350 children within our Lev
U'Neshama families.

We are grateful that the school supply part of our effort has been successful.

According to the Israel Population and Statistics office, Tzfat's population is about 40,000, and one third
live at the poverty level. We do what we can so at least the children within our struggling LUN families can get the
things they need.

Every week we are providing new sport shoes and eye exams/eyeglasses to the children on our request list.
However, previous donations are rapidly dwindling. | am reaching out now before the fund has been emptied and
we will have to say "no" to additional requests.

We work with two local shoe merchants who give Lev U'Neshama a discount but they advised us the cost
of the shoes has increased. Also, we work with an accredited optician in town who also gives us a discount but his
costis stable.

Lev U’Neshama is an Israeli registered non-profit charity organization, volunteer run, no business expenses
whatsoever and every $ goes into our programs.

Shoes: $45 per pair regular and $60 for First Steps, baby shoes.

Eye Exam/Eyeglasses: $60 per child.

Your support is urgently requested.

Or use the Zelle US to US bank transfer system (contact me at mortsmo@aol.com for bank information.

US Donors may also send checks made payable to

Simcha Smolensky, my son, who is also a volunteer. Send to:

Rabbi Simcha Smolensky, 6739 N Mozart St Chicago IL 60645
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