
 
May 1 - 4 - State
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May 5  - Executive Board
Meeting
May 17 - Annual Luncheon
at Porters Neck Country
Club
May 26 - Wreath Laying,
Wilmington National
Cemetery
June 14 - Flag Retirement
at Oakdale Cemetery
June 25 - 29 Continental
Congress, Washington, DC
July 24 - District Meeting in
Fayetteville
August 19 - Book Club
August 23 - Fall forum via
Zoom
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SAVE THE DATE

StampDefianceMessenger@gmail.com

 Serving our community through Patriotism, Education, and Historic Preservation

May 2025Susan Pence, Editor

When an American flag becomes worn, faded, or
tattered beyond repair, it is retired with dignity and
respect. The U.S. Flag Code recommends that
unserviceable flags be destroyed in a "dignified way,
preferably by burning. 

Each June we join with the Lower Cape Fear SAR to
celebrate Flag Day by retiring flags that are beyond
their service life. On Saturday, June 14, 2025 we will
gather at 9 AM at Oakdale Cemetery for a short
ceremony before beginning a dignified burn of the
used flags. 

Bring a chair if you wish. You can park inside the
cemetery gates which are at the north end of 15  St. in
downtown Wilmington. 
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https://www.dar.org/members/presidents-general-message/president-generals-message-pamela-rouse-wright
https://www.dar.org/system/files/members/darnet/forms/ND-250506.pdf
https://www.dar.org/sites/default/files/members/_2022_2025_Wright/_Committees/DAR_School/The%20DAR%20Sparkler%20February%202025%20Edition%2016.pdf


Dear  Chapter  Members ,

I ’d  love  to  take  a  moment  to  re f lec t  on  a l l  that  our  chapter  has  accompl i shed
th is  year .  When we look  back  on  our  work  in  H i s to r ic  P reservat ion ,  Educat ion ,  and
Pat r io t i sm,  i t ' s  c lear  that  our  chapter  cont inues  to  l i ve  out  the  DAR ' s  miss ion
wi th  hear t  and purpose .

In  H i s to r ic  P reservat ion ,  we  made a  mean ingfu l  impact  r ight  here  in  our
communi ty .  We donated  $2 ,000  to  Tha l ian  Ha l l  to  suppor t  the i r  res to rat ion
ef fo r ts ,  he lp ing  preserve  one  o f  Wi lmington ’s  h i s to r ic  t reasures .  We a lso
suppor ted  the  B runswick  County  R ice  Fes t i va l ,  ce lebrat ing  a  un ique  and
impor tant  par t  o f  our  s ta te ’ s  her i tage .

Our  out reach in  educat ion  has  reached fa r  and w ide .  We d is t r ibuted  1 , 300  cop ies
o f  the  U .S .  Const i tu t ion ,  ensur ing  that  s tudents  and c i t i zens  a l i ke  have  access  to
our  nat ion ' s  found ing  pr inc ip les .  We v i s i ted  loca l  midd le  schoo ls  to  share  the
s tor ies  o f  Nor th  Caro l ina ’s  de legates  to  the  Cont inenta l  Congress ,  b r ing ing  our
s tate ' s  ro le  in  Amer ican  h i s to ry  to  l i fe .

We a lso  awarded $4 ,500  in  chapter- leve l  scho larsh ips  to  loca l  co l lege  s tudents ,
he lp ing  shape the  fu tu re  th rough educat iona l  oppor tun i ty .  Dur ing  the  ho l idays ,
we  donated  Chr i s tmas  g i f t s  to  s tudents  a t  the  H indman Set t lement  Schoo l  and
the  Crossnore  Schoo l  and prov ided therapy  scho larsh ips  to  suppor t  the  hea l ing
and emot iona l  we l lness  o f  Crossnore  s tudents .

In  Pat r io t i sm,  we  were  honored  to  suppor t  our  ve te rans  and act ive  mi l i ta ry  in
hear t fe l t  ways .  We he lped sponsor  and at tended the  Purp le  Hear t  D inner ,
showing  grat i tude  to  those  who have  sacr i f i ced  so  much .  We proud ly  marched in
the  Veterans  Day  Parade and so ld  and p laced Wreaths  Across  Amer ica  wreaths
at  the  Wi lmington  Nat iona l  Cemetery ,  ensur ing  every  hero  i s  remembered and
honored .

We a lso  decorated  Ash ley  House  fo r  Chr i s tmas ,  b r ing ing  ho l iday  cheer  to  i t s
res idents  and mak ing  sure  each rece ived  a  persona l  Chr i s tmas  g i f t .  We
suppor ted  a  loca l  Honor  F l ight  guard ian  and handmade neck  p i l lows  fo r  every
Honor  F l ight  ve te ran—a smal l  ges ture  o f  comfor t  fo r  the i r  inc red ib le  journey .

Each  o f  these  e f fo r ts  re f lec ts  your  ded icat ion ,  your  compass ion ,  and your  deep
love  fo r  count ry  and communi ty .  Thank  you  fo r  your  se rv ice ,  your  t ime ,  and your
unwaver ing  commitment  to  our  soc ie ty ’ s  miss ion .

Warm Regards
Lynne  Ashcra f t
S tamp Def iance  Regent

FROM THE REGENT



F R O M  T H E  O F F I C E R S
A N N  M I L A N C H U S  -  T H I R D  V I C E  R E G E N T

I ’ m  s o  e x c i t e d  t h a t  M a y  i s  j u s t  a r o u n d  t h e  c o r n e r !  R e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  l u n c h  i s  d u e  b y
M a y  3  f o r  t h e  l u n c h  o n  M a y  1 7 t h  a t  P o r t e r s  N e c k  C o u n t r y  C l u b — j u s t  l i k e  l a s t  y e a r .  T h e
m e n u  a l o n e  i s  m a k i n g  m e  h u n g r y !  T h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r m  i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  l e t t e r .  

T h i s  s p e c i a l  g a t h e r i n g  i s  a  t i m e  t o  c e l e b r a t e  a l l  t h a t  w e ’ v e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  t o g e t h e r
o v e r  t h e  p a s t  y e a r .  W e ’ l l  r e c o g n i z e  o u r  w o n d e r f u l  m e m b e r s  w i t h  a w a r d s  a n d
a n n i v e r s a r y  c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  a n d  w e ’ l l  o f f i c i a l l y  w e l c o m e  o u r  n e w  m e m b e r s  i n t o  t h e  S t a m p
D e f i a n c e  C h a p t e r  a n d  t h e  N S D A R .

T o  o u r  n e w e s t  m e m b e r s — w e l c o m e !  W e  c a n ’ t  w a i t  t o  g e t  t o  k n o w  y o u .  I f  y o u ’ r e  f e e l i n g  a
l i t t l e  n e r v o u s ,  j u s t  r e m e m b e r  m y  m o t h e r ’ s  a d v i c e :  P u t  a  s m i l e  o n  y o u r  f a c e ,  a n d  i t  w i l l
m a k e  y o u  h a p p y  i n s i d e !

C H A P L A I N ’ S  C O R N E R  -  L I S A  B A K E R ,  C H A P L A I N

M o t h e r ’ s  D a y
" H e a v e n l y  F a t h e r ,  w e  t h a n k  Y o u  f o r  t h e  g i f t  o f  m o t h e r h o o d .  O n  M o t h e r ’ s  D a y  w e
c e l e b r a t e  t h e  l o v i n g  s a c r i f i c e  o f  m o t h e r s ,  b o t h  b i o l o g i c a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l ,  w h o  n u r t u r e
a n d  g u i d e  u s  i n  Y o u r  w a y s .  B l e s s  t h e m  w i t h  j o y ,  s t r e n g t h ,  a n d  l o v e  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r
s e l f l e s s  d e v o t i o n .  M a y  t h e y  f e e l  d e e p l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  a n d  h o n o r e d  n o t  j u s t  t o d a y ,  b u t
e v e r y  d a y . ”  A m e n .
  
M e m o r i a l  D a y  R e m e m b r a n c e
A l m i g h t y  G o d ,  o u r  H e a v e n l y  F a t h e r ,  i n  w h o s e  h a n d s  a r e  t h e  l i v i n g  a n d  t h e  d e a d ;  w e
g i v e  Y o u  t h a n k s  f o r  a l l  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  l a i d  d o w n  t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  o u r
c o u n t r y .  G r a n t  t o  t h e m  Y o u r  m e r c y  a n d  t h e  l i g h t  o f  Y o u r  p r e s e n c e ,  t h a t  t h e  g o o d  w o r k
w h i c h  Y o u  h a v e  b e g u n  i n  t h e m  m a y  b e  p e r f e c t e d ;  t o  t h e  g l o r y  o f  Y o u r  H o l y  N a m e ,  w e
p r a y .  A m e n

L I N D A  H U T C H I S O N  –  L I B R A R I A N

A s  w e  s a y  g o o d b y e  t o  A p r i l  s h o w e r s  a n d  h e l l o  t o  t h e  M a y  f l o w e r s ,  I  h o p e  y o u  a r e
e n j o y i n g  t h e  s p r i n g - l i k e  w e a t h e r  w e  a r e  f i n a l l y  h a v i n g .  A n d  I  h o p e  y o u  a r e  e n j o y i n g  a
g o o d  b o o k  d u r i n g  y o u r  l e i s u r e  h o u r s .   J u s t  i n  c a s e  y o u  d o n ’ t  h a v e  a n y t h i n g  t o  r e a d  o r
a r e  l o o k i n g  t o  a d d  t o  y o u r  l i b r a r y ,  t h e  C a p e  F e a r  L i t e r a c y  C o u n c i l  i s  h a v i n g  t h e i r  s e m i -
a n n u a l  b o o k  ( a n d  p u z z l e s ! )  s a l e  M a y  7  f r o m  5 : 0 0  t o  8 : 3 0  p . m .  a t  H i - W i r e  B r e w i n g
l o c a t e d  a t  1 0 2 0  P r i n c e s s  S t r e e t  i n  W i l m i n g t o n .  T h e s e  b o o k s  a n d  p u z z l e s  a r e  p r i c e d
b e t w e e n  $ 1  -  $ 3 .  H o p e  t o  s e e  y o u  t h e r e .  

t h

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGmGw22gY4/nQ1IICh42kDhJOlXWQcu0A/edit
http://invoice/


F R O M  T H E  C O M M I T T E E S

D A R  S E R V I C E  T O  V E T E R A N S  -  P A T T Y  M I L J E N O V I C ,  C H A I R

S u p p o r t  O u r  V e t e r a n s  –  M a y  L u n c h e o n  D o n a t i o n  D r i v e

A t  o u r  M a y  l u n c h e o n ,  w e  i n v i t e  y o u  t o  d o n a t e  m u c h - n e e d e d  p e r s o n a l  c a r e  a n d  c o m f o r t
i t e m s  t o  h e l p  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  V e t e r a n s  a t  t h e  F a y e t t e v i l l e  V A
H o s p i t a l .  A  c o l l e c t i o n  t a b l e  w i l l  b e  l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  e n t r a n c e  f o r  y o u r  c o n v e n i e n c e .

E v e r y  i t e m — b i g  o r  s m a l l — c a n  b r i n g  c o m f o r t ,  j o y ,  a n d  a  s e n s e  o f  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  t h o s e
w h o ’ v e  s e r v e d .  L e t ’ s  s h o w  o u r  g r a t i t u d e  b y  g i v i n g  b a c k !
T h e  V A ’ s  W i s h  L i s t  I n c l u d e s  ( b u t  i s  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o ) :

T o o t h b r u s h e s
D e n t u r e  c l e a n e r  &  a d h e s i v e
R a z o r s
L o t i o n  ( t r a v e l - s i z e  &  f u l l - s i z e )
B o d y  w a s h  ( t r a v e l - s i z e  &  f u l l - s i z e )
2 0 – 3 0  p i e c e  p u z z l e s
C o m p o s i t i o n  b o o k s
W o r d  s e a r c h  &  a d u l t  c o l o r i n g  b o o k s
P l a y i n g  c a r d s
I n s p i r i n g  r e a d s :  S p i r i t u a l / s e l f - c a r e ,  W e s t e r n s ,  M i l i t a r y  h i s t o r y
M a g a z i n e s :  C a r s ,  N a t i o n a l  G e o g r a p h i c ,  S p o r t s
C o m f o r t a b l e  c l o t h i n g  f o r  m e n  &  w o m e n  ( a l l  s i z e s ) :

S w e a t p a n t s
T - s h i r t s
S o c k s
U n d e r w e a r
S p o r t s  b r a s  ( S  t o  2 X )

T o g e t h e r ,  w e  c a n  b r i n g  a  l i t t l e  e x t r a  l i g h t  i n t o  a  V e t e r a n ’ s  d a y .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r
k i n d n e s s  a n d  g e n e r o s i t y !

A M E R I C A N  H I S T O R Y  -  L I S A  B A K E R ,  C H A I R

T h e  A m e r i c a n  H i s t o r y  C o m m i t t e e  i s  l o o k i n g  f o r  s o m e  m o r e  m e m b e r s  t o  j o i n  u s .  W e
s p o n s o r  t h e  a n n u a l  A m e r i c a n  H i s t o r y  E s s a y  C o n t e s t  f o r  g r a d e s  5 - 8 .  T h i s  y e a r  w e  a r e
a d d i n g  a  b r a n d  n e w  p r o j e c t ,  t h e  A m e r i c a n  H i s t o r y  V i d e o  C o n t e s t  f o r  h i g h  s c h o o l
s t u d e n t s ,  g r a d e s  9 - 1 2 .  W e  a l s o  n o m i n a t e  l o c a l  N e w  H a n o v e r  C o u n t y  w o m e n  ( l i v i n g  o r
d e c e a s e d )  f o r  W o m e n  i n  A m e r i c a n  H i s t o r y  t o  b e  a d d e d  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  i n d e x .  I f  y o u
h a v e  q u e s t i o n s  o r  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  k n o w  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h i s  c o m m i t t e e ,  p l e a s e
c o n t a c t  L i s a  B a k e r  a t  9 1 9 - 4 1 4 - 9 7 7 4  o r  L g 5 0 b a k e r @ g m a i l . c o m .  P l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  a d d i n g
y o u r  t a l e n t s  t o  o u r  e n d e a v o r s .

mailto:Lg50baker@gmail.com


F R O M  T H E  C O M M I T T E E S

S T A M P  D E F I A N C E  B O O K C L U B  -  K A T H E R I N E  B R A N D I  &  K A Y  S A N D E R L I N ,  C O - C H A I R S

P l e a s e  m a r k  y o u r  c a l e n d a r  n o w  f o r  t h e  T u e s d a y ,  A u g u s t  1 9 ,  2 0 2 5 ,  m e e t i n g  a t  M c A l i s t e r ' s
D e l i ,  b e g i n n i n g  a t  1 1 : 3 0  a . m .

The  Secre t  Wi fe  o f  Aaron  Bur r  b y  S u s a n  H o l l o w a y  S c o t t  i s  t h e  A u g u s t  b o o k  s e l e c t i o n .
C h e c k  t h e  y e a r b o o k  f o r  d e t a i l s  o n  t h e  b o o k .

F L A G  C O M M I T T E E  -  R O S E M A R Y  U T V I C H ,  F L A G  C H A I R

H o n o r i n g  O l d  G l o r y :  F l a g  D a y  R e t i r e m e n t  C e r e m o n y  S e t  f o r  J u n e  1 4 ,  2 0 2 5

E a c h  y e a r  i n  J u n e ,  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  c o m e  t o g e t h e r  t o  h o n o r  t h e  A m e r i c a n  f l a g
a n d  t h e  v a l u e s  i t  r e p r e s e n t s .  O n  S a t u r d a y ,  J u n e  1 4 ,  2 0 2 5 ,  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  c o n t i n u e s  a s  t h e
D a u g h t e r s  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n  ( D A R )  j o i n  t h e  L o w e r  C a p e  F e a r  C h a p t e r  o f  t h e
S o n s  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n  ( S A R )  t o  h o s t  a  F l a g  D a y  c e r e m o n y  a n d  f l a g  r e t i r e m e n t
e v e n t .

T h e  e v e n t  w i l l  b e g i n  a t  9 : 0 0  A M  a t  t h e  h i s t o r i c  O a k d a l e  C e m e t e r y  i n  d o w n t o w n
W i l m i n g t o n .  A t t e n d e e s  w i l l  g a t h e r  f o r  a  b r i e f  b u t  m e a n i n g f u l  c e r e m o n y  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e
s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  f l a g  a n d  i t s  r o l e  i n  o u r  n a t i o n ' s  h i s t o r y .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e
c e r e m o n y ,  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  c o n d u c t  a  d i g n i f i e d  f l a g  r e t i r e m e n t  t h r o u g h  a  c e r e m o n i a l
b u r n ,  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e t i r i n g  U . S .  f l a g s  t h a t  h a v e  r e a c h e d  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e i r  s e r v i c e  l i f e .

T h i s  s o l e m n  o c c a s i o n  r e m i n d s  u s  o f  t h e  s a c r i f i c e s  m a d e  f o r  o u r  f r e e d o m s  a n d  o f f e r s  a
m e a n i n g f u l  w a y  t o  s h o w  r e s p e c t  f o r  o u r  n a t i o n ' s  s y m b o l .

C o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s  a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  a t t e n d  a n d  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  b r i n g  w o r n  o r  t a t t e r e d
A m e r i c a n  f l a g s  i n  n e e d  o f  p r o p e r  r e t i r e m e n t .

U N I T S  O V E R S E A S  –  P A M E L A  P R O C T O R ,  C H A I R

D i d  y o u  k n o w  t h e r e  a r e  1 6  D A R  C h a p t e r s  i n  1 1  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  o n e  t e r r i t o r y ?  K n o w n  a s  U n i t s
O v e r s e a s ,  t h e s e  c h a p t e r s  a d v a n c e  o u r  m i s s i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  p a t r i o t i s m  a n d  h i s t o r i c
p r e s e r v a t i o n  o u t s i d e  o u r  b o r d e r s .  

T h e  o l d e s t  s u r v i v i n g  U n i t  O v e r s e a s  i s  t h e  W a l t e r  H i n e s  P a g e  C h a p t e r  l o c a t e d  i n  L o n d o n .  I t
w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 2 5  a n d  n a m e d  i n  h o n o r  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  n a t i v e  W a l t e r  H i n e s  P a g e ,
w h o  w a s  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A m b a s s a d o r  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m  d u r i n g  W o r l d  W a r  I .  H e  i s
h o n o r e d  a t  W e s t m i n s t e r  A b b e y  f o r  h i s  r o l e  i n  i n f l u e n c i n g  t h e  U . S .  t o  s u p p o r t  B r i t a i n  i n  t h e
w a r .

T h e  c h a p t e r  h a s  1 2 0  m e m b e r s  a n d  o v e r  7 0 0  a s s o c i a t e  m e m b e r s  r e s i d i n g  i n  t h e  U K ,  E u r o p e
a n d  t h e  U . S . T h e  1 0 0  A n n i v e r s a r y  w i l l  b e  c e l e b r a t e d  t h i s  O c t o b e r  i n  L o n d o n  w i t h  a  f o u r -
d a y  s e r i e s  o f  e v e n t s  i n c l u d i n g  a  t o u r  o f  W e s t m i n s t e r  A b b e y ,  a n  A m e r i c a  2 5 0  P a t r i o t
p l a q u e  u n v e i l i n g ,  a  G a l a  d i n n e r ,  a  s e r v i c e  a t  S t .  P a u l ’ s  C a t h e d r a l  a n d  a n  a f t e r n o o n  h i g h
t e a . S e v e r a l  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  D a u g h t e r s  a r e  p l a n n i n g  t o  a t t e n d  t h i s  c e l e b r a t i o n !

t h

I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  j o i n i n g  a  U n i t  O v e r s e a s  a s  a n  a s s o c i a t e  m e m b e r ,  y o u  w i l l  f i n d  a l l
t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  y o u  n e e d  o n  t h e  m e m b e r s  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  w e b s i t e ;  l o o k  u n d e r
“ C o m m i t t e e s ”  t h e n  “ U n i t s  O v e r s e a s ” .  W e  w i l l  f e a t u r e  o t h e r  U n i t s  O v e r s e a s  i n  f u t u r e  i s s u e s
o f  o u r  c h a p t e r  n e w s l e t t e r !
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