
Connect: When something good happens, we naturally want to share it, 
whether it’s a new game, a funny video, or a great place to eat. In 
Matthew 9, Matthew’s first response to meeting Jesus wasn’t a speech 
or a plan; he simply invited others to come close and see Jesus for 
themselves. An ordinary meal became a moment where more people 
could meet the One who changed his life.

Matthew worked as a tax collector for Rome, taking money from 
his own people. Tax collectors were seen as traitors and often took 
more than required, which made them disliked and pushed outside 
religious life. When Jesus chose Matthew as a disciple, it 
challenged what people expected from a teacher or rabbi.
Afterwards, Matthew held a meal and invited other people like him 
(outsiders and sinners) to meet Jesus. The religious leaders were 
upset that Jesus welcomed people they believed didn’t belong with 
God. This moment begins a larger conflict over who Jesus came for 
and what kind of people He calls to follow Him.
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Setting the Scene
Matthew 9:9-17

"Jesus saw a man named Matthew 
sitting at the tax booth."

Matthew 9:9a

"Jesus said, 'Follow Me.' Matthew got 
up and followed Him."

Matthew 9:9b

"Later, as Jesus was dining at 
Matthew’s house, many tax collectors 
and sinners came and ate with Him and 

His disciples..." Matthew 9:10

"Jesus said, 'It is not the healthy who 
need a doctor, but the sick.'"

Matthew 9:12

But go and learn what this means: ‘I 
desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have 

not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners.” Matthew 9:13

"The Pharisees asked, 'Why does your 
Teacher eat with tax collectors and 

sinners?'" 
Matthew 9:11

Question: If you were having a 
party, who’s the first person you’d 
want to invite—and why?
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Matthew got up and followed Him.

Matthew 9:9

_________ got up and followed Him.

True or False
Cross out all the false statements

Jesus called Matthew while he was at work.

Matthew took weeks to decide whether to follow Jesus.

Jesus ate with people religious leaders avoided.

Jesus said healthy people need a doctor.

God cares more about rule-keeping than mercy.
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