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2019
SEPTEMBER 1
Worship (Comm)- 10:30 AM
Coffee Fellowship - 11:30 AM
Faith Development - 11:45 AM
Hospitality - 11:45 AM
SEPTEMBER 8
Family & Fellowship at First - 9 to 10 AM
Worship - 10:30 AM (First Sunday with Choir)
Coffee Fellowship - 11:30 AM
W & M - 11:45 AM
SEPTEMBER 15
Adult Study - 9:00 AM
K-6th Grade Church School - 9:00 AM
Confirmation Class - 9:00 AM
Worship - 10:30
Coffee Fellowship - 11:30 AM
Share the Light Committee - 11:45 AM
Flute Recital (Suzanne)
SEPTEMBER 22
Adult Study - 9:00 AM
K-6th Grade Church School - 9:00 AM
Confirmation Class - 9:00 AM
Worship - 10:30
Coffee Fellowship - 11:30 AM

SEPTEMBER 29
Adult Study - 9:00 AM
K-6th Grade Church School - 9:00 AM
Confirmation Class - 9:00 AM
Worship - 10:30
Coffee Fellowship - 11:30 AM
Youth Group - 12:00 PM

The Mission of First Presbyterian Church of Highland is to be
the HEART, HANDS, and FEET of Jesus Christ
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Dear All,
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! It is hard believe that Summer is
already coming to a close. The heat is of course still with us some days, but school has started
and the calendar will officially turn to Fall this month. This is the exciting time of year when
congregational programs that were on hiatus for the Summer roar back to life. Our choir will
start singing again, our young and not so young disciples will start studying together again, and
our youth will start meeting again. I pray that everyone had a restful Summer, because we are
off to the races!
As we embark together on our journey into this new season, I am full of hope for the
possibilities before this congregation. This is so because I have seen the ways in which we
have kept our focus on sharing God’s love throughout the Summer. I have seen our youth
sharing life-changing experiences from their time in the Dominican Republic. I have seen our
community sharing love and appreciation for Rev. Dave Gibbs and his legacy of ministry here.
I have seen our members sharing warmth, hospitality, and food with several people who have
shown up in need on Sunday mornings. I have seen our deacons and elders sharing their gifts
of service and leadership.
Most importantly, we have all shared our faith, hearts, and voices as we have worshiped God
together. We have been expressing our love for God through the lens of the book of Acts. We
have followed the Holy Spirit’s movements through the disciples, apostles, and deacons as the
way of Jesus Christ caught fire and took root in the many gathered in Jerusalem from across
the world at the time of Pentecost and immediately following. Peter, James, the man at the
Beautiful Gate, Stephen, Philip, the Ethiopian eunuch, and Paul have all given us examples of
how we can keep sharing God’s love as flawed but faithful followers. Keep coming to worship
for more inspiration from the likes of Lydia and the churches planted around the Middle East
and the Mediterranean. I look forward to seeing you and worshiping with you!

In Christ,
Rev. Tyler Orem
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Session approved Heather Casiano as the new Family and Children Program Coordinator. Welcome
Heather!



September 8th – Family & Fellowship @ First event begins with breakfast at 9 am followed by activities
planned by each ministry. All ages are welcome! Bring canned goods for our pantry and come celebrate
being a part of our church family and God’s family!



Church school begins on Sunday, September 15th at 9 am for all ages. Rev. Tyler will be teaching a
confirmation class for 7th grade and up also at 9 am.



On Wednesday, October 16th from 9-11 am, we will be hosting a “Meet and Greet Pastor Tyler” for coffee
with Highland town and school officials, pastors of Highland churches, and our Mission partners.



Session approved our new church logo. Thanks to Dennis and Jason O’Donnell for their help in designing
this meaningful logo.

TREASURER’S REPORT
For the Month of
July 31, 2019
Month of

Monthly

Year to

July

Budget

Date

Operating Revenue

$8,941.172

$10,087.00

$69,270.39

Operating Expenses

9,613.13

12,679.00

81,208.83

Excess (Deficit)

($671.96)

($11,938.44)
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On July 7th, Rev. Dave Gibbs was recognized for his 15 years of service to the Youth of FPCH. Over 100
people attended worship and stayed for a picnic lunch afterwards. Dave was presented with a plaque honoring
his years of service and numerous Chicago Cubs items. Barb Dye, Arletta Schaefer and Lorese Wesley
(Verterans Life Changing Services) recounted experiences that they had shared over the years with
Dave. Bingo, water balloons and corn hole were some of the games that the Youth and adults enjoyed.
Everyone realizes that we were very lucky to have Dave as a youth director and wishes him a
" HAPPY RETIREMENT."
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Greetings Presbyterian family! My heart is still glowing from your heartfelt farewell. Your gifts were so
wonderful. We are looking forward to the Cubs game in September. We already have the beautiful picture
from Barb Dye hanging in our home. I am also very grateful for the plaque. I want to be remembered as I
will always remember you! You should rejoice in the fact that you are the most faithful and Youth
supportive church I have served. I will always be thankful for that.
God bless you,
David Gibbs
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

SEPTEMBER 8TH
9 am
Bring your family for breakfast, activities and
fellowship. There will be activities planned by each
ministry. Invite your neighbors and friends!
Church School Season begins on September 15th at 9 am!
Grade school class for ages up through 6th grade
Confirmation class 7th grade and up
Two adult church school classes.

ALL ARE WELCOME!
“God’s family numbers more than all the grains of sand on the earth or the stars in the sky. We are part of that
family…”

Volume 12 Issue 8

Page 7

Confirmation 2019
We are excited to be starting a confirmation class this Fall! From September 15-December 1,
a group of middle schoolers will be exploring what it means to be members of First
Presbyterian Church and members of the Church universal. They will be asking big questions
and seeking big answers as they discern the ways in which they want to be involved in the
Church moving forward. Pray for our confirmands and their sponsors as we embark on this
journey together, and as you see them around, share your own stories of why you are part of
the Body of Christ! If you know any 7th graders, 8th graders, or high schoolers who are not yet
confirmed but might be interested, please talk to Pastor Tyler.

Youth Group 2019-2020
Youth from 7th grade on up are invited to join us as we kick off our youth group for the year.
This year we will be meeting a couple of Sundays each month after church for fellowship,
discussion, food, and mission projects. We will be in the youth room after church on
September 29 to plan the schedule for the year. If you are unable to come that day but are
interested, please reach out to Pastor Tyler.
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Welcome to our new Family and Children Program Coordinator, Heather Casiano!

August Shelter Report
We had a low census for the August serving but lots of
chicken to go around. The 36 participates certainly
enjoyed the meal that was prepared by Lee Ann, Judy
and I, the usual 3 musketeers plus Lois Fozkos, Jean
Smith and daughter Mindy joined us.
For serving For serving Jean, Mindy, Mandi and her
friend Benjamin joined in. It was so nice to see some
different faces help with the serving.
Come and join us soon and see how easy and rewarding
the experience is!!
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Ministry of Mission – 4th of July Parking Lot Fundraiser
On behalf of the Ministry of Mission, I want to thank everyone for their support of our Annual 4th of July
Parking Lot Fundraiser. This 5-day event, spanning over 70 hours, would not have been such a success
without each and every one of you. Hugs and sincere gratitude to the following volunteers who helped set
up for the event, who manned the parking lot and/or helped facilitate the event:
Charlotte Abernethy, Bob Abernethy, Carol Callaway, Fred Callaway , Debbie Catania, Vince Catania,
Jessie Casiano, Brandon Chong, Gale Churitch, Peter Churitch, Eason Engle, Nancy Engle, Lois Fozkos,
Peggy Fozkos, Carolyn Ham, Jamie Ham, Savannah Ham, Bill Laramie, Shirley McKnight,
Dennis O’Donnell, Nancy O’Donnell, Jan Oprea, Winnie Owen, Pam Porter, Tom Porter, Jeff Savage,
Ella Severson, Nolan Severson, Thor Severson, Jay Smith, Jean Smith, Cheryl Steen, John Toren,
Judy Toren
I also want to thank the Trustees for taking the time to build the amazing shaded shelter. It worked
beautifully and Mission is grateful for the same.
Blessings,
Tracy Oprea, Ministry of Mission
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God’s Bounty
A reminder to everyone that FPCH, through Gladys’ Table and the
Deacons, helped support the Highland Community Garden. The
garden is located in downtown Highland next to the fire station on
Highway Ave. The produce from the garden is for community
(financial commitment was not required to reap the benefits of the
garden) and is not based on need. However, food insecure
households are growing in our communities. When we have people
looking for help with meals, we not only can offer them pantry
groceries we can take or send them to the garden for fresh
vegetables. Let’s also make sure we invite those seeking help to a
meal that is provided on the last Saturday of the month in our
Fellowship Hall. Let’s use the blessings of the Community Garden
and Gladys’ Table to nourish God’s children.

This is a letter of appreciation to the staff and volunteers Of Gladys’ Table.
I never really gave much thought to wanting or needing a meal delivered to my home. I have always
been capable of caring for my husband’s and my needs until recently.
Being a caregiver is very time consuming and gratifying but tiring at times. One meal just seemed to
blend into another. I was recently asked if I wanted to be put on the Gladys’ Table list. You will never
know how wonderful it was and how we all looked forward to the surprise of what we were getting!
Not only is the food great but we had two happy faces at our door delivering it to us. They were
cheerful and ask just enough questions to let us know that they were thinking about us and happy to see
us.
If you need a happy face and a good meal, please let Sharon LaFlech know or better yet, if you are able
go to the church and meet some different smiling faces check the schedule of Gladys’ Table. It is
usually the last Saturday of every month.
Blessings to the people at Gladys’ Table who make this Mission a success.
Cheryl Steen
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JOIN YOUR FRIENDS AT FPCH FOR AN
“OLD FASHIONED” HAYRIDE
WHEN: Sunday, October 6, 2019
WHERE: Oak Ridge Prairie Park, Griffith, IN
TIME: 5:00 – We will meet at the church at 4:30
and share rides.

After the hayride, there will be a bonfire to
roast hot dogs and marshmallows. This activity is
open to all ages. Seats on the wagon are limited so
sign up after September 1st in fellowship hall. You
may sign up only for the meal or for both. Come
revisit your youth or make memories for your
future.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Rev. Orem blessed the prayer shawls
for congregation members on
Sunday August 25th. Pictured are
some members of the prayer shawl
ministry: Peggy Fozkos, Lois
Fozkos, and Heather Casiano.
This prayerful ministry and spiritual
practice reaches out to those in need
of comfort and solace, as well as in
celebration and joy. Many blessings
are prayed into every stitch.
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Knit, Crochet, Pray
Get involved in FPCH Prayer Shawl Ministry. We will meet on September 18th, 2019 at
1:00 PM in the classroom across from Tyler's office. Please consider joining us on this ministry.
Questions may be directed to Sharon LaFlech 838-3346 or Peggy Fozkos 924-0875
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The next meal will be Saturday,
September 28th from 12 to 1 PM
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Kylie Agbor was born August 10, 2019!
Parents Serena and Kris say that she is doing well.
As you see the Agbors in worship, please share
your congratulations and blessings with the whole
family.

The next meeting will be on Thursday,
September 19th at 2:00 PM at the home of Barb
Dye to discuss the book “Strength in what
Remains” by Tracy Kidder.

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
1

Vince & Debbie Catania
885 Clearwater Cove
East Crown Point, IN 46307

5
7
12
13
23
25
30

Peter Churitch
Nancy Davidson
Sarah Sendejas
Ruth Dekker
Charlotte Abernethy
Jan Oprea
Fred Callaway
Trona Wilson
Janet Vargo
Rick Parker
Jean Smith
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The Prayer Circle prays for the people on this list, and for all other concerns named at that
time. Please include the persons listed here in your daily devotional time. Thank you.

Debbie Abernethy
Anthony - Suzanne Gruoner’s son
Alaina (Callaway)
Marge Ashton
Bapst Family (Callaway)
Sonny Buono
Ina Chappell
I Sun Chong (Oprea)
Marian Clayton (Morton)
Wanda Cullum
Ruth Dekker
Barb Dye
Gerry Elman
Gracie Helmer
Bill Holmes
Daniel Litwicki (Catania)
Murray Faris
Marlys Furnas
Jennifer (Reed-Daughter of friend)
Laura Jones
Linda Kubiak (L. Fozkos)
Mary Ann (Perryman)
Bonita Sutton (Nolen)
Steve & Melinda
Gary Studer
Dennis VanKooten

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Due to federal regulations about
privacy, we are no longer called
by hospitals about patient
admissions. Even if they ask you
for your church affiliation when
checking in, they do not call. If
you or your loved one would like a
visit while hospitalized, or would
like a home visit, please call the
church office at 219-838-6850.
Thank you!
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++



We pray for those undergoing
treatment for cancer, the mentally ill and their families,
those recuperating, those undergoing treatments and those
waiting for transplants.



We pray for our country.



We pray for our firemen and
police who help keep us safe at
home.



We pray for our service men
and women.



We pray for the unemployed,
the under employed and the
homeless.



We pray for those who are traveling.



We pray for those we hold silently in
our hearts.



We pray for all children in the world.



We pray for the work of the Holy
Spirit within the life of FPCH and
within each of us, that we may indeed
be and make disciples in each new
day.



We pray for our home-bound.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

In order to keep the prayer list current,
we need your input. If there are people
you would like to have added or if there is
someone who can be taken off the list,
please call the Church Office (838-6850).
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USHER SCHEDULE

LITURGISTS

FLOWERS

SEPTEMBER 1
Carol Callaway
Bonnie Perryman
Lee Ann Cheesebrough

SEPTEMBER 1
Lois Fozkos

SEPTEMBER 15
Tracy Oprea

SEPTEMBER 8
The Kikkert Family

SEPTEMBER 15
Carol Callaway

SEPTEMBER 15
Tom & Pam Porter
Ben Porter

SEPTEMBER 22
Jean Smith

SEPTEMBER 22
Jan Oprea
Tracy Oprea
Thor Severson
SEPTEMBER 29
Eason & Nancy Engle
Nancy O’Donnell

SEPTEMBER 8
John Toren

SEPTEMBER 29
Bonnie Perryman

COMMUNION: September 1
Anettia Holmes
Shirley McKnight
Barb Morton

RIDES TO WORSHIP
Please call your Deacon

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP
SEPTEMB ER 1
OPEN
SEPTEMBER 8
Hospitality
SEPTEMBER 15
Peggy Fozkos
Shirley McKnight
SEPTEMBER 22
OPEN
SEPTEMBER 29
OPEN

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF
HIGHLAND

Visit us on:

Mailing address: 8727 Delaware Street
Highland, Indiana 46322
Phone: (219) 838-6850
E-mail: fpch@fpchighland.org

Worship
Sunday at 10:30 a.m.

We’re on the Web!
www.fpchighland.org

