
Town of Plover, Marathon County, Wisconsin 
Regular Meeting of the Town Board 

180771 County Road Z, Birnamwood, WI  54414 
 

Tuesday, September 13, 2022, 6:00 p.m. 
 
 

Minutes 
 

1. Call to Order by Chairman, Tony Kautza 
McRae called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m. (Kautza arrived at about 6:15 p.m.) 
 

2. Roll Call – Town Supervisor, Pete Marien, and Town Supervisor, Scott McRae 
Parker noted both Marien and McRae were present. 
 
Also, in attendance:  Clerk, Valerie Parker, Treasurer, Connie Sippl 
 
Also present, to possibly speak under Public Comments, were: 
Rick Larson, 185153 County Road Z 
Tim Micke, 236841 Eau Claire River Road 
 

3. Visitors 
None. 
 

4. Public Comments/Concerns (Limit 5 Minutes Per Person) 
Micke commented that as the Board starts to discuss the 2023 budget and tax levy to make these discussions 
more visible to the public and the line of communication more open, as last year, many of the Town’s taxpayers 
were shocked and upset over the sudden increase in their property tax bills.   
 
Micke commented on how last year the increase was due to the amount of debt payments the Town had for the 
year, and now that there is less debt and the monthly payments are less, he expects to see a reduction in the levy 
by that difference.   
 
Micke also commented that he would like to know where that $40,000 tractor payment was going so that it is 
reflected in the budget. 
 

5. Minutes from Previous Meeting 
• August 16, 2022 – 6:00 p.m. Regular Board Meeting 

 
Motion by Marien, second by McRae, to approve the August 16, 2022, regular meeting minutes. 

 
6. Review and Signing of Monthly Expenditures 

The Board went through the expenditures. 
 

7. Review and Action on 2022 Monthly Budget 
A question came up as to what the “Other General Government” consists of in the Expendures.  Parker explained 
this category covers a few things: 1) Illegal taxes, tax refunds and uncollectible taxes, special assessments and 
receivables, and 2) Property and Liability Insurance.  She stated the first one is where things like the ARPA funds 
and tax penalties come through, and the second one is what we use for our insurance costs.  She explained that 
the ARPA funds received are shown in the revenues as collected, and then shown in the expenditures as monies 
taken out (and moved into our ARPA savings account). 
 
Parker explained how these general ledger chart of accounts are account numbers that are assigned directly from 
the State, these specific categories and account numbers all correlate to the accounting system used when 
submitting reports to the State, such as our annual municipal report. 
 
Motion by Marien, second by McRae, to approve the monthly budget. 
 

  



8. Clerk’s Report 
Parker stated that she has a few reports to be filed this month, such as the quarterly employment tax reports and 
the Annual 2023 Recycling Grant.  She mentioned to Larson that the next time he goes to Antigo, he can pick up 
the Town’s laptop that is sitting at Cirrinity.  Kautza stated he could pick it up also. 
 
Parker stated how she is going to start posting meeting notices in both the Wittenberg Northerner and the Antigo 
Shopper, as she was recently made aware that the Northerner only is sent to Town residents with the 54414 zip 
code, whereas the Shopper is sent to resident with both the 54408 and 54414 zip codes.  She stated this will 
amount to a $30.00 increase (Northerner is $20.00 and Shopper is $30.00) and she will make sure the 2023 
budget reflects that.  She stated that she will be getting the notice for the 2023 budget hearing in those papers in 
the next week and the bulletin boards about the week after, as that is supposed to be posted at least 15 days 
from the public hearing date. 
 
Parker commented that the General Election process will be starting next week, where she will be picking up 
ballots on the 21st, and State Law requires that ballots be sent out to registered indefinitely confined voters and to 
any already submitted absentee ballot requests by Sept. 22nd. 
 
Parker confirmed with Larson that he took care of the weeds and the bees around the Town’s bulletin board out 
on County Road D.  
 
Parker then explained how she has been participating in the Fall Wisconsin Town’s Association (WTA) 
Conference these last few days, where they are specifically talking about the budget and tax levy process.  She 
handed out draft copies of the 2022 Municipal Levy Limit Worksheet that gets completed online through the WI 
Department of Revenue’s (WIDOR) website.  She explained that the way this works is we are working on the 
“2022 Levy that is payable in 2023”.  This worksheet is what tells the Town what we can legally levy and guides 
us in what we are able to budget.  She explained that technically you can’t have a budget until this levy limit 
worksheet is figured out.  Parker explained Towns are allowed to use “adjustments”, which basically can increase 
or decrease the levy to cover certain costs – like general obligation loan debts, etc.  Adjustments are allowed 
without the approval of the Town Electors, where simply increasing the tax levy requires a special resolution from 
the Town Electors. 
 
Parker explained that through conversations she has had with WTA and WIDOR, she has learned more about 
different options the Town can consider when adopting the budget and levy.  Parker then pointed out the three 
different draft versions of the 2022 Municipal Levy Limit Worksheet that she shared (attached).   
 
Version 1 – Original Version from WIDOR: 
Parker pointed out how the first version is the default pre-filled worksheet by the WIDOR.  This is the basic form 
that shows the Town without any adjustments (or approved levy increases) what we can levy, and how this does 
include the credit of $77,944, which is what the Town used as an adjustment last year to cover the Town’s loan 
principal and interest payments.  This first version shows a total allowable levy of $210,185.00 (last year’s levy 
was $287,022.00). 
 
Version 2 – Original Version plus adding in Adjustments for 2023 Hall & Tractor loan payments: 
Parker pointed out how this second version shows the first version numbers, but then also includes an adjustment 
for the estimated 2023 Hall and Tractor Principal and Interest loan payments, which come in at $36,274.00.  by 
adding in this amount, this then brings our total allowable levy limit to $246,274.00.  She stated while this does 
increase our overall levy from the “original” version, it is still less than what we charged last year. 
 
Version 3 – Original Version plus adding in Adjustments for 2023 Hall & Tractor loan payments, and adding in 
Birnamwood Area Emergency Services (BAES) billing for Full-Time Employees in 2023: 
Parker stated this is something we can consider; however, she is still waiting on confirmation from the WIDOR on 
if she is understanding this correction – as far as if this is allowed.  The Town’s estimated costs for this new 
service would be $26,018.00.  She explained there was some discussion about whether it was a contracted 
service?  Parker stated that since she believes the Town is a member/owner of BAES that she thinks this does 
qualify.  Marien stated he found some information in the WTA monthly magazine that states for members of a joint 
department that if you increase your levy to cover such costs, that all the member/owners have to do the same.  
Parker stated she thinks the difference here is we are not technically “raising the levy”, instead we are “making an 
allowable adjustment”.  She stated she is still waiting on confirmation, but could certainly bring that point up to the 
WIDOR too.  She stated we technically could use ARPA monies for this too.  Larson stated he would like to 
reserve ARPA monies for any upcoming road projects. 
 



Parker stated that she is not asking the Board for official action tonight on which version she should use as she 
drafts the 2023 budget, rather is asking for their direction.  She stated that this will ultimately be looked at next 
month when we hold our Town Public Hearing on the 2023 Budget, followed by the Meeting of Electors to 
approve and adopt the 2022 Tax Levy (to be collected in 2023), followed by the Town Board to approve and 
adopt the 2023 Budget.  She stated that once this gets to the Electors meeting, she believes it is an all or nothing 
vote, where we cannot make adjustments.  If there are adjustments, then it gets re-heard the following month. 
 
Micke asked about the Town’s Total Assessed Value.  Parker stated per the WIDOR, the Town’s Assessed Value 
increased .652% through new building construction.  She found the Report (attached), which shows the change in 
valuation:  2021 = $55,686,700.00, and 2022 = $60,516,200.00. 
 
Kautza directed Parker to draft the budget with Version 3 Levy amount, following the confirmation from the 
WIDOR that we can use that adjustment.  If not, then use Version 2. 
 
Parker stated with the $40,000 John Deere Tractor payment we received, she learned from the WIDOR that if we 
simply put it in the budget, we will then need to go through a full 2022 Budget Amendment process, which she is 
not sure how must time and work that would entail.  Parker stated the Town’s best option would be to simply 
apply that amount onto the Case Tractor loan.  The Board agreed to doing that.  Parker also stated the revenues 
left over from paying the Freightliner and Caterpillar loans off early should also get applied to the Case Tractor 
Loan.  The Board agreed to that.  Parker stated that while this will shorten the length of the loan, we will still have 
the same monthly loan payments on the Case Tractor Loan. 
 
Parker pointed out, as just an example, if the Town found out that it was going to need to raise taxes to take care 
of a major road project, that it would start talking to contractors this fall to get estimates (as it is hard to review 
road conditions in the winter). Then in the spring, of 2023, during the Annual Electors meeting, the Town would 
ask the Electors to approve, via Resolution, increasing the levy for the 2024 budget.  If that is approved, then 
when the Clerk completes the 2023 Tax Levy Limit Worksheet (payable in 2024), this is where that increase 
would be reflected.  She reiterated, she is not saying we are doing this, but just pointing out the procedure, and 
how you have to plan more than a year in advance. 
 

9. Road Report 
Larson explained he has been hauling loads of granite from Meverden’s.  He stated this summer he has hauled in 
about 100 loads, amounting to about 12,000 yards.  He stated he is still trying to get to most of Doolittle Road yet. 
 
Larson brought up about the issue he is finding with signs being placed in the right-of-way.  He stated that they 
are in the way of mowing and grading operations, and how he has been pulling those and bringing them back to 
the Town Hall for people to collect if they want them back.  He pointed out these signs are not being pulled due to 
their content, but rather because they are in the right-of-way.  He stated if they were set back, that would be fine.  
He mentioned that he is starting to accumulate quite a few signs in the shop, and how he will hold them for about 
30 days, and if they are not collected by the owners after that period, he will dispose them. 
 
Micke suggested in the Town’s annual letter mailed with the tax bills, we could include language about signage 
not allowed in the right-of-way. 
 
Larson stated he has sprayed the hall for flies. 
 
Larson stated he talked to Dan Doyle of Fahrner Asphalt, who was telling Larson the Town should really consider 
putting a 2nd layer of chipseal on our roads, which would protect them from damage and potholes.  Kautza agreed 
and said he feels that is a good plan for Village Road and Eau Claire River Road.  He feels Hatchery would not be 
a good one, and how that never should have been paved over. 
 
Larson stated Weyers is supposed to be mailing Parker a second key for the tractor.  He also stated they will be 
delivering some oil.  He commented how some of the hose lines were not tightened completely, and how they 
came off and spilled oil all over.  Weyers is going to pay to replace the lost oil. 
 
Larson stated he did a lot of road grading this week, he is now working on grading the dead end roads. 
 
Larson mentioned how he switched to T-Mobile (phone and internet) and how he seems to have a good signal 
here at the Hall.  He stated it is only about $50.00 per month.  Kautza stated it would be good to get internet 
service here at the hall.  McRae suggested to Parker to check with them to see if they offer any special 
government rates.  Parker will check in to that and add it into the 2023 budget. 
 



10. Old Business 
• Status of Sportsman Road Project by Meverden Materials 

Kautza stated he will follow up with Meverden to see where he is at with this project. 
 

• Status of Crack Filling Project by Fahrner Asphalt Sealers 
Kautza stated he will follow up with Doyle to see where this is at. 
 

• Reparations for Road Damage on Eau Claire River Road, East of County Road Y 
Kautza stated he will work with Larson to figure out the total costs associated with this, along with who to invoice, 
and get it to Parker. 
 
Kautza stated he will also work with Larson on the costs from the damage on Village Road, by Wild’s farm. 
 

• Status of American Rescue Plan Act – Possible use of Funds 
Parker stated we just need to think about what we want to use these funds on. 
 

11. New Business 
• Marathon County Solid Waste Department – Cooperative Recycling Education Agreement 

Parker stated this basically is an agreement with the County saying that the Town has a recycling program for it’s 
residents in place and follows all the recycling laws, and in turn the County offers any assistance in education, 
etc.  By signing this, we are eligible for bonus recycling grant monies. 
 
Motion by McRae, second by Marien, to approve the Cooperative Recycling Education Agreement. 
 

• Discussion of New Rugs for Town Hall 
Sippl discussed a few different rug options she received from Consolidated Plastics.  She stated the concern is 
that these rugs may be too tall, where the doors will rub on them.  After some discussion, it was decided we will 
continue looking into options.  Most of the issue stems from how the doors on the Hall open inward, not the 
standard outward. 
 

12. Remarks from Board 
None. 
 

13. Future Items 
• Regular Board Meeting & Annual Town Budget Meeting – October 11, 2022, 6:00 p.m. 
• Special Meeting of Electors – October 11, 2022, Immediately following the 6:00 p.m. Meeting 
• Town Adoption of Budget Meeting – October 11, 2022, Immediately following  the Special Meeting of 

Electors 
• General Election – November 8, 2022 
• Regular Board Meeting – November 15, 2022, 6:00 p.m. (Revised Date , Due to November 8th General 

Election) 
• Regular Board Meeting – December 13, 2022, 6:00 p.m. 
 

14. Adjourn 
Motion by McRae, second by Marien, to adjourn at 7:23 p.m. 

 
Respectfully, 
 
Valerie Parker 
Town of Plover Clerk 
230801 County Road Y 
Birnamwood (Town of Plover), WI  54414 
(715) 581-4603 
vparkerplover@gmail.com 
www.townofplover.us 

mailto:vparkerplover@gmail.com
http://www.townofplover.us/














WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 
 2022 STATE APPORTIONMENT REPORT

DATE: 08/12/2022 EQVAL905WI

REPORT USED FOR APPORTIONMENT OF STATE TAXES ONLY  
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 67,865,800

 56,263,900

 298,772,900

 111,991,300

 233,736,600

 228,325,500

 86,524,100

 55,498,400

 110,552,300

 63,313,400

 70,834,000

 61,836,600

 313,397,900

 125,426,500

 275,418,600

 250,166,900

 100,532,100

 60,317,400

 128,208,400

+  2,338,600

+  2,968,200

+  5,572,700

+  14,625,000

+  13,435,200

+  41,682,000

+  21,841,400
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TOTAL      

TOTAL      
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TOTAL      

 53,900

 935,700

 2,176,900

 5,863,800

 264,200

 1,629,200

 1,304,000

 93,200

 188,300

 287,400

 88,600

 967,200

 2,132,200

 6,877,100

 369,400

 1,524,600

 1,262,900

 97,600

 198,800

 266,600

+  34,700

+  31,500

-  44,700

+  1,013,300

+  105,200

-  104,600

-  41,100

+  4,400

+  10,500

-  20,800

+  64.38

+  3.37

-  2.05

+  17.28

+  39.82

-  6.42

-  3.15

+  4.72

+  5.58
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 61,028,700

 68,801,500
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 304,636,700
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 55,686,700

 110,839,700

 63,402,000

 71,801,200
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+  3.89

+  4.36

+  9.46

+  5.13
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+  9.49
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+  8.67

+  15.91
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 .44%
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 1.76%

 .71%

 .42%

 .90%
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* Data not included in Aggregate Statistics

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
FIELDED SALES SUMMARY REPORT

ONE YEAR SALES - 2021DATE: EQSALE205WI

COUNTY 

EQ ADMIN AREA WAUSAU
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  AC    $/AC

    Swamp
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37062
37062
37062
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12
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WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE  DATE: 08/11/2022 EQSALE304WI

 2021  ASSESSMENT/SALES RATIO ANALYSIS     

CLASS  #   OF
SALES

ASSESSED
VALUE

SALES
VALUE

AGGREGATE
RATIO

MEAN 
RATIO

MEDIAN
 RATIO

DISP 
COEFF

CONC     
COEFF

PRICE 
DIFFL

VACANT
IMPROVED
TOTAL

VACANT
IMPROVED
TOTAL

VACANT
IMPROVED
TOTAL

VACANT
IMPROVED
TOTAL

COUNTY           

TAXATION DISTRICT  062  TOWN OF PLOVER                   

 1 - RESIDENTIAL

 2 - COMMERCIAL

TOTAL

FREQUENCY TABLE (IN # OF OCCURRENCES AND PERCENTS FROM MEDIAN)
         OTHER                  -45%                 -30%                   -15%                 +15%                 +30%              +45%                OTHER

VACANT
IMPROVED
TOTAL

VACANT
IMPROVED
TOTAL

TOTAL

4  279,400  445,000  62.79  76.57  77.24  24.52  50.0  1.22
3  266,700  430,000  62.02  73.87  69.81  29.08  33.3  1.19
1  12,700  15,000  84.67  84.67  84.67  0.00  100.0  1.00
0  0  0  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.0  0.00
0  0  0  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.0  0.00
0  0  0  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.0  0.00
4  279,400  445,000  62.79  76.57  77.24  24.52  50.0  1.22
3  266,700  430,000  62.02  73.87  69.81  29.08  33.3  1.19
1  12,700  15,000  84.67  84.67  84.67  0.00  100.0  1.00

1
3 0  0.0 1  33.3 0  0.0 .5  16.7 .5  16.7 0  0.0 0  0.0 1  33.3
4 0  0.0 1  25.0 0  0.0 1  25.0 1  25.0 0  0.0 1  25.0 0  0.0

0  0.0 0  0.0 0  0.0 .5  50.0 .5  50.0 0  0.0 0  0.0 0  0.0

0 0  0.0 0  0.0 0  0.0 0  0.0 0  0.0 0  0.0 0  0.0 0  0.0
0 0  0.0 0  0.0 0  0.0 0  0.0 0  0.0 0  0.0 0  0.0 0  0.0
0 0  0.0 0  0.0 0  0.0 0  0.0 0  0.0 0  0.0 0  0.0 0  0.0

4 0  0.0 1  25.0 0  0.0 1  25.0 1  25.0 0  0.0 1  25.0 0  0.0
3 0  0.0 1  33.3 0  0.0 .5  16.7 .5  16.7 0  0.0 0  0.0 1  33.3
1 0  0.0 0  0.0 0  0.0 .5  50.0 .5  50.0 0  0.0 0  0.0 0  0.0

 1 - RESIDENTIAL

 2 - COMMERCIAL

       #        %               #       %              #         %            #         %            #         %             #        %           #       %           #        %

EQ ADMIN AREA    

37     MARATHON       
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