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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Ray Macdonald

Happy New Year everyone. Well 2020 is
behind us and although we were unable to
In conjunction with newsletter submissions KCA Board complete many of our planned community
events your KCA Board has been busy
members Joan Merriam with the assistance of Denise
Hall with their Valley Bulletin updates we strive to keep meeting and planning for the months ahead.
the membership informed about what is happening in Unfortunately there is no final word from
the valley and surrounding area. We welcome all the
both local and provincial government as to
input and we read our emails that you send with keen
just how much we are going to be able to
interest.
accomplish in 2021. No concrete date as to
COVID-19 VACCINE
when COVID-19 restrictions will be lifted.
UPDATE
We are however staying on top of this and
planning events for 2021 to go forward
should the restrictions be lifted. The KCA
Board began the year with a fulsome Zoom
meeting to discuss upcoming matters,
welcome new Board Director and Secretary
Kim Fisher who will be replacing Eileen
By Denise Hall
MacPhail on our Board. Eileen remains busy
Due to COVID-19safety
with her work on the Friends of the
concerns Our Annual Snow
Kimberley Library as Co-Chair and will
Shoe event which is usually
remain as FOKL liaison at the KCA Board
held in February, and a
meetings. Kim brings governance experience
to our Board having served on several not for
highlight of the KCA's calendar
profit and regulatory boards and has put us
of events has to be Postponed.
to work housekeeping our governance and
Safety is our first concern, but
reporting responsibilities under new Service
we are hoping that the current
Ontario regulations for not for profit
restrictions might be lifted in
organizations. We look forward to sharing
March to allow more numbers
these updates with the membership in the
to gather "outside" If so, we
future. An exciting recent development is the
may proceed. Otherwise,
news that 2021 is the 100th anniversary of our
consider this event "Cancelled"
Kimberley Hall and the dedication of a
Shoe and Stew
Remembrance plaque which currently hangs
inside the hall stairwell. Plans will soon be
underway in the hopes of duplicating the
ceremony held 100 years ago in 1921. I want
to thank John Butler and Lynn Silverton for
bringing this to our attention. Be sure to read

SHOE AND STEW
CANCELLED

John's article with 1921 ceremony highlights in
this edition of the newsletter. Membership both
Family and Corporate continue to grow and we
welcome all our new and returning members.
Everyone stay safe.
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Beat butter and sugar on medium
speed adding one egg at a time.
Beat well. Add lemon or lime juice
and zest. It will look like a curdled
mess but don’t worry. Put into pan
and cook over medium heat
whisking constantly for 14-16
minutes. Pour into room
temperature or warm jars, leaving
a ½ inch headspace, and cool.
When cool, refrigerate overnight
and then freeze for up to a year.
Once thawed in fridge and
opened, use within three weeks.

MARTHA'S PANTRY
By Martha Rogers

Lime Curd
January is the time for citrus to warm our gustatory
souls. This month, I have focused on making
preserved Mayer lemons, clementine and lemon
marmalade and curd. I’ve made many curd recipes
over the years, but this one stands out. It is simple
not requiring a great deal of experience with custard
sets. It is tremendously flavourful and has super
texture. Lemon or lime curds are great to have on
hand and freeze very well. Freezing, of course, is one
of the important methods of food preservation.
This curd recipe is from “The All New Ball book of
Canning and Preserving”. It is actually for lemon
curd but I used limes. It makes two 250 jars.
2 lbs lemons (or limes), zested and juiced
(2 TBSP zest and 1 cup juice)
½ cup butter softened
2 cups sugar
4 lg eggs
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Lemon or lime curd is great on
yogurt, with ice cream, as an
accompaniment to pound cake, as
a cake or trifle filling or as a
topping on a pavlova. By the way,
egg whites freeze well too so never
throw them away. You can whip
up a pavlova topped with curd in a
few minutes.
The grey and chilly days of winter
are upon us. So, why not embrace
the wonderful citrus that come our
way at this time of year. Whether
it’s Seville or blood oranges,
lemons, limes, clementines or
grapefruit, they all add colour,
aroma and a zippy taste to warm
the palate.
For more info:
preservingwithmartha@gmail.com

Winter Issue

KIMBERLEY BEES IN
THE GARDEN
KIMBERLEY SAFETY
GROUP UPDATE
By Martha Rogers

The Kimberley Safety Group is very
pleased to provide an update on its
progress. Grey County has expressed an
invitation to receive and discuss a
proposal to improve public safety in our
hamlet. We expect this meeting to take
place in February. The Group is
currently polishing up the proposal in
which a set of recommendations is laid
out based on community member ideas,
a review of the literature as well as an
analysis of County and Municipal
documents. We are excited to report the
addition of a professional landscape
designer who is assisting us with images
and ideas. The proposal will be ready
shortly for review and feedback by KCA
members as well as others. Stay tuned.
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By Jocelyn Bertrand
Buzzing Bush Apiary
235731 Grey Road 13, Kimberley
416-994-3248

Kimberley, ON | January 16, 2021:
As you may already know, these tiny
insects are major players in our
environment and economy. But do
beekeepers have to continuously
import honeybees in the Spring?
What do bees do in winter? Do they
all die?
We get those questions all the time.
Bees have evolved over the past 100
million years to adapt to diverse
conditions. They live on all
continents (except Antarctica)
whether in dry, wet, frigid or
desert-like environments. Name the
place, there’s a native bee there!
However, our dear honeybees are
from European, Middle-Eastern and
North-African descents. Of the 8
species of honeybees, Apis mellifera
has evolved to withstand, and thrive
in, cold and adverse weather.
fCont. Pg. 4
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Without getting into details, here are our 3
biggest problems: condensation, diseases,
pests and starvation.
Condensation is an easy one to deal with. Set
up your hives properly with proper entrances
and enough air movement and you’re good to
go. Problems arise when cold water
drops form on the inner part of the hive
ceiling and fall onto the bees. So,
proper air movement usually takes care of
this issue.
Lastly, starvation is a big one (but can easily
be averted). We remove honey in the Fall.
Awesome. But by doing so, we’re depleting
the colonies of their stores. That’s why we
supplement their diet with simple granulated
sugar syrup. (This sucrose is basically
converted by the bee into fructose and
glucose, what they need for survival.) Since
on average they go through about 1.5-2 lbs of
honey per week, from October to April, our
hives have to reach a target weight before
going into winter. If not, supplemental feed
(either fondant or straight sugar) can be given
when temps are above zero.
But Joe, answer the questions! What do the
bees do in there? Do they all die?
Worker bees usually live for about 6 weeks; 3
inside the hive as nurse bees, 3 outside
as foragers (foraging activities take a big toll
on their health). But those born in September
and October actually have a different
physiology: they’re able to store fat and can
live up to 6 months! That’s quite a difference
in longevity.
See, when temperatures fall below 10 C, the
“fat” winter bees start to clump up, forming a
cluster around the queen. Similar to penguins
making a ring to protect the young and the
weak from the blizzard, the bees surround the
queen to maintain a balmy 34 C at its core!
Yep, 34 C!!! As temps fall to below freezing,
they tighten their cluster; all you see is bee
butts! They position their abdomens
outwards, because of their insulating value;
the inner fat and protein insulates against
frigid temperatures. Then they start moving
their wing muscles to generate heat. What a
brilliant system! Evolution at its best.
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So a successful beekeeper has to
maintain a precarious balance in
terms of nutrition and disease
control. So far, knock on wood, we
haven’t lost a single hive over winter!
(We now have 32.) Let’s keep it that
way. Come March, the amazing cycle
of life starts again. The queen
resumes her egg-laying duties and the
colonies thrive again, boosted by the
abundance of silver maple and willow
pollen.
If you want to know more about bees,
you can join one of our Beekeeping
Immersion Tours (2-3 hours). If
you’re interested in getting set up
with a couple of hives or more, enroll
in our Intro to Beekeeping workshops
(8 hours, with in-depth theory and
hands-on). So much to see, so much to
learn! What a journey.
See you around!
Media Contact and for more related
content and photos:
Jocelyn Bertrand
Mobile (including after business hours
and weekends): 416-994-3248
Email:
info@buzzingbushapiary.ca
www.buzzingbushapiary.ca
235731 Grey Road 13, Kimberley,
Ontario N0C 1G0
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HALLOWEEN IN
KIMBERLEY
Sea and Ski Realty
With the help of the Kimberley
Community Association and amazing
community members, we were able to
safely host kids in the community for a
Halloween Spooktacular!
Kids in costume could pose for a
spooky Halloween Photo which would
enter them into our costume contest.
Treat bags, filled with the amazing
donations from the community
members, were given to all participants
and hot apple cider was available for
all to enjoy!
Thank you to the Kimberley
Community Association, everyone who
donated, and all the families who
participated.
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MILESTONES AND
CELEBRATIONS
Karen Cox, Sea & Ski Realty, Ranked #2
Trailblazer in Canadian Real Estate
Congratulations to Karen Cox, who ranked
second in the top 100 trailblazers in Canadian
real estate at the 2021 global real estate Buzz
Conference. As Past President of the Ontario Real
Estate Association (OREA), she represented
80,000 brokers and salespeople from 38 real
estate boards throughout Ontario and
played an important role in raising the bar on
professional standards, advocating on behalf of
struggling, aspiring home owners, and increasing
housing supply and affordability across the
province. Karen is the Broker of Record at Sea &
Ski Realty, with offices in Markdale and
Kimberley, and is a strong community advocate
and champion. Congratulations Karen!

Winter Issue

Kimberley Women's Institute - fundraisers for
the Kimberley Hall and Remembrance plaque

December 28, 1921 Markdale
Standard, page 8
"Kimberley Memorial Hall Friday,
Dec. 16th, 1921 was a “Red Letter
Day” for Kimberley when the
dedication of the new community
Memorial Hall and the unveiling of
the memorial tablet took place. The
dedication service and unveiling
KIMBERLEY HALL
ceremony commenced at 4 p.m.,
100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY being conducted by Revs. J. R.
By John Butler
Wilkinson, R.(?) Thurburn-Conn, F.
November 23, 1921 Markdale
N. Bowes, C. McQuaifie, (?) J. S. Veals
Standard, page 1 - Notice
(chairman) and Col. G. D. Fleming,
Mrs. Jas Lawrence and Mr. Perkins.
"The opening of the new Community
In the dedication address Rev. J. R.
Memorial Hall for Kimberley and
Wilkinson called attention to the
district and the unveiling of the
four corners of every community,
Memorial tablet will take place on
viz., the school, the home, the hall,
Friday, December 16th, 1921. A Fowl
(i.e., the community centre) and the
Supper will be served in the new
church. The speaker drew attention
dining hall. Further announcement
to the fact that no well-meaning,
lafter."
public spirited citizen could well
neglect any of these and if we
December 22, 1921 Flesherton Advance, neglected any of these and the
page 1 - Notice
interests they stood for then to that
EUGENIA
extent the soldiers has fought and
died in vain. Col. Fleming’s address
"A number from here attended the
was preparatory to the unveiling of
opening of the memorial hall at
the tablet and was full of feeling and
Kimberley on Friday. Miss Hilda
ranked of a high order. Mrs. James
Williams and the Large boys assisted in Lawrence, mother of one of the
the program in the evening. Kimberley fallen heroes, unveiled the tablet and
has reason to be proud of their
Mr. Perkins sounded the “Last Post.”
beautiful hall, as there is not a finer
At the conclusion of the service a
hall in this part of the country."
fowl supper was served. Commencing
at 7:45 the evening programme
February 2021
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consisted of some musical numbers
both vocal and instrumental, readings
and addresses. The Markdale
Orchestra delighted the audience
with their music and Misses Jackson,
Perkins, Henry and Walker added
numbers in vocal and instrumental.
The Kimberley Quartette also gave
two numbers. During the evening
short speeches were made by Col
Fleming, Col. Carmichael M.P.P.,
Major Ferguson, Reeve Brown of
Collingwood Township, Councillors
Hutchinson and Erskine of Euphrasia,
Dr. J. F. McKee, Mrs. Thompson, Dit.
Pres. of Women’s Institute and Rev.
Conn gave an address. Mr. Paterson,
comedian from Owen Sound, gave
several interesting numbers. Rev. J. R.
Wilkinson, on request by Rev. Veals,
consented to act as chairman and
Present above from L-R: Denise Hall, Ray
filled that role satisfactorily.
Communications expressing regrets
Macdonald (President), Joan Merriam, Kim
at their inability to attend were
Fisher (Secretary), Lynne Brewer, Eric Cerny,
received from Col. McFarland, I. B.
Ingrid Remkins, Lou Fowler (Treasurer) Eileen
Lucas, Mr. Doherty, Minister of
MacPhail, Ron Auckland, and Brian Turner..
Agriculture, the Warden of Grey
Unfortuately Judy Redford was missed in the
County and Matt. R. Duncan, member
confusion through no fault of her own. Sorry
elect. Many congratulations
Judy!
were tendered to the people of
Kimberley and district in securing
such a commodious hall as a splendid
and appropriate soldier memorial
effort. Without doubt it excels any
similar community effort in a wide,
wide radius. The Hall is complete
with dining room, kitchenette,
furnace room and an auditorium
which seats 350 or over. The stage is
equipped with side dressing rooms
and a handsome curtain."

MEET YOUR KCA
BOARD

By Denise Hall

We started off the New Year January
2021 with a Zoom Meeting that went
ahead without any technical difficulties.
Everyone is getting quite adept as these
video meetings.
February 2021

President - Ray Macdonald
Past President - Ron Auckland
Secretary - Kim Fisher
Treasurer - Lou Fowler
Director - Ingrid Remkins
Director - Lynne Brewer
Director - Eric Cerny
Director - Joan Merriam
Director - Brian Turner
Membership - Denise Hall
Gardening - Judy Redford
FOL liaison - Eileen McPhail
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT
By Denise Hall

We now have 125 family memberships,
and 23 corporate, for a total of 148
memberships. The emails you receive
come from the KCA address:
kcainfo2@gmail.com are approved by
the KCA Executive and are distributed
only by Denise Hall. Please contact
Denise if you know of anyone who may
be interested in joining the KCA, and
will be happy to send a membership to
them. We welcome new Family
Members: Jeff & Emily Charles, Kelly &
Alan Dickinson, Jamie
Drummond/Jennifer McNeely, Katie
Gardoin/Joe Acquah Baiden, Julie
McEwen, Tom & Sheila Vincent,
Roberta Kennedy; and new Corporate
Members: Euclid Design (Rachel
Kwan/Jayar La Fontaine), Get Ahead
Mortgages (Carlos Mengual), Hello
Country Magazine (Roger
Tumminier/AKA Papa Country)
The dues are: (Family Membership),
1year $25.00, 2 year $40.00, 3 year
$55.00
(Corporate Membership), 1 year $35.00,
2 year $50.00, 3 year $65.00

If you are a Sparlings propane customer
and haven 't already contacted them,
please do so, to take advantage of the
'great deal' (of: 0.4599 per litre
agreement between the KCA and
Sparlings) at 519-924-3331
PLEASE NOTE: new contact is Carrie
Reynolds
Your KCA dues must be paid in full to
remain on the list for the reduced rate
Facebook: If you are on Facebook, please
"Like" our public page:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/14257
83594319If 62

Hello Country Magazine
Papa Country (aka Roger) Publisher
Monthly Print Magazine & Podcast
Supporting Local Farmers & Businesses
in Grey Highlands
Mailed By Canada Post to Homes &
Farms in Markdale, Kimberley,
Priceville & Flesherton

There are also 60 members that will be
due in 2021. My first reminder will be
sent out in February, with subsequent
reminders in March, and the Final one
in April.
The easiest way to pay your dues is by
on line E transfer to:
kcainfo2gmail.com (I have updated the
on line bank, and there is no
longer a security required)
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CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP PAGE
Artemesia Daylilies

Website:
Email:
artemesiadaylilies.com artemesiadaylilles@hotmail.com

Beaver Valley Cidery

bvcider.ca

judy@bvcider.ca

Beaver Valley Ski Club beavervalley.com

read.hilton@beavervalley.com

Blossom Solutions

blossomsolutions.ca

kathleen@blossomsolutions.ca

Chestnut Park Realty

readhilton.com

read@readhilton.com

Euclid Design

eucliddesign.co

rej.kwan@gmail.com

JJ Group

jggroup.ca

shawky@jggroup.ca

Fiddlehead Nursery

fiddleheadnursery.ca

fiddleheadnursery@gmail.com

Georgian Bay Mind Body georgianbaymindbody.com
julieschweizer35@gmail.com
Get Ahead Mortgages

carlos@getaheadmortgages.com

G.H. Library, Kimberley greyhighlandspubliclibrary.com
kimberleylibrary@hotmail.com
Golfgreens Maintenance

golfgreens1@hotmail.com

Grist Mill Winery

gristmill@markdalecable.com

Hello Country

hellocountry.ca
hellocountrymagazine@gmail.com

Jasper Stuart House

jasperstuarthouse.com

Justin’s Oven

justinsoven.ca

info@ccalondon.ca
justinsoven@gmail.com

Kimberley General Store kimberleygeneralstore.ca
stacie@kimberleygeneralstore.ca
Lacewing Plants & Seedlings

pauline@lacewing.ca

Kearns Parra Group

kearnspaara.com

lightbody.helen@gmail.com

The Roost Winery

roostwinery.ca

michael.maish@gmail.com

Sea & Ski Realty

seaandskirealty.ca

karenseaandski@gmail.com

Smith Water Systems

smithwatersystems.ca

Vinegar Hill Farms
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anningsmith@gmail.com
vinegarhillharm@gmail.com
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SEPTEMBER , 2021

SUBJECT TO COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS

KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY HALL
GREY RD. 13, KIMBERLEY, ONTARIO

A SHOCKING TALE
HOW SOLAR POWER HAS CHANGED
A KIMBERLEY PROPERTY
By Kathleen Heithorn-Althoff

. On a warm September morning in 2018, I
was walking around our soon-to-be new
property on Grey Road 7, with
Eric, and Sue and Roger Short (former
owners). We came upon the solar field,
home to four celestial motion-based
30-foot sun trackers. Trailing behind the
group in my ‘Toronto’ shoes, completely
inappropriate for tall dewy grass and leaping
frogs, I was amazed at the towers size and
scale. Eric was ecstatic seeing them in
person, which was probably the frontrunner feature when he viewed the listing
online. We all connected with each other
immediately and I could tell that Eric and
Roger were very like-minded and would get
along swimmingly. (Oddly, the universe also
spoke when we found out we both lived in
the same building in Toronto, on the same
floor right beside each other, during
different timelines!) Being the space nerd
that I am, eyeing the solar field in front

of me, I daydreamed of sitting at an old
metal desk, in the solar hut, where there
is a Houston-esque mission control centre
of electric panels that run the towers, with
headphones on pretending to listen for
extraterrestrial life à la Jodie Foster in
Contact. (Side note, the solar hut is now
named The Cramalot Inn, after an old
building in the small, abandoned outport
community of Grand Bruit we sailed
through on the south shore of
Newfoundland. The Cramalot Inn was
once the town’s DIY bar, where the
community would gather at the end of the
day and slowly move through the tiny hut,
with tall people in the middle where there
was more headroom. Side-side note here,
in the tiny harbour of Grand Bruit at the
old government docks, where a few other
boats were moored, we befriended a
retired US nuclear submarine commander
who introduced us to the world of astcharging lithium-ion batteries which we
eventually installed on our sailboat. He
captained the submarine Houston and
commanded it during the filming of The
Hunt for Red October, which left me ...
cont. p. 14

THE CRAMALOT INN – NL, THE CRAMALOT INN - KIMBERLEY
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A SHOCKING TALE
... awestruck for quite a while.) “What
did I know about solar?” I asked
myself. When I first met Eric, I bought
him a solar-powered backpack, which
we laugh about now, as it was so
inefficient, it probably would have
recharged his iPod in 1,978 hours. We
also had solar panels on our sailboat,
which gave us 22 Amps per hour at
peak sun providing a continued source
of power to run our fridge, freezer,
lights and basic systems. Now, we were
inheriting something much bigger and
more powerful. Roger Short and a
friend, both retirees with more time on
their hands, and early adopters of rural
renewable energy, spent about four
years exploring, collecting data,
reviewing rules and regulations, and
got involved in what was to be
Canada’s largest wind farm at the time.
For his own residence, he started
tinkering with the idea of installing
solar and studying the spectral energy
where the towers now sit, which were
installed in 2010. What eventually led
him to decide on the installation of the
towers was primarily an ecological and
economic one, where he could operate
as a power producer with a maximum
allowable output of 10KW in a contract
with Hydro One. The contract is still in
existence. As it stands, the provincial
government no longer offers contracts
of this nature. Roger and Sue
continued their passion for renewable
resources and installed 24 solar panels
at their new home in Thornbury. The
system is also linked to a Tesla Power
Wall, which produces power, some of
which helps their electric car when it is
all up and running. By comparison the
roof-mounted panels that they
February 2021

installed are twice as efficient as his initial
efforts on Grey Road 7 and half the price.
They serve a different purpose now, they
provide ‘net metering’ of clean renewable
power. By definition, Hydro One
classifies net metering as being available
“to any Hydro One customer lectricity
primarily for their own use from a
renewable energy source (wind, water,
solar radiation or agricultural biomass).
Net metering allows you to send
electricity generated from Renewable
Energy Technologies (RETs) to Hydro
One's distribution system for a credit
towards your electricity costs. Excess
generation credits can be carried
forward for a consecutive 12-month
period to offset future electricity costs.” In
simpler terms, you give electricity
to the grid via Hydro One, they give you
credits, and you hope when you open
your electricity bill it says $0.00!
Fast forward to last summer. In addition
to the four sun trackers we inherited, Eric
decided on building an A-frame
structure to do exactly what Roger has
done at his Thornbury home, and create a
net-metering system. This was created
and installed by the very capable team of
Greg Lougheed, and Teagan Swain of
Sunfish Solar. In what I see as a dazzling
example of out-of-the-box thinking, Greg,
a solar installer veteran, looked to the
Egyptians for inspiration when he initially
created the A-frame design. He explains,
“I make a structure that looks like an Aframe house. Two walls of solar panels
face east and west each at a 45-degree
angle. Initially my goals were two-fold:
how to make more power from the
limited capacity Hydro One allows, and I
wanted the system to make full power
from morning to night with no moving
parts. I wondered what shape the best
design would be. Poof! The Egyptians
worshiped the sun ... cont. p.14
Winter Issue

A SHOCKING TALE
god Ra. I used a solar angle calculator and
ran a pyramid through the
calculator. It is the best straight-sided
structure for collecting sunlight. So I
paired down the shape to its basic form,
Solar field I used a solar angle calculator
and ran a pyramid through the
calculator. It is the best straight-sided
structure for collecting sunlight. So I
paired down the shape to its basic form,
an A-frame. I can generate enough power
for a household using geothermal, an
electric car, electric heat, etc. all from a
single net metering connection and, like
the pyramids, you can store stuff inside
it!” If you are considering installing solar
panels on your property, I asked Greg
what the top three benefits would be.
His response was: 1) No hydro bill
2) Free electricity after the system has
paid for itself 3) Making a sustainable
planet to live on so we don't have to move
to Mars What about cost? And how many
panels do you need to make it
worthwhile? Greg says the minimum size
for a good return is 8,000 watts or 24

panels. Twenty-four panels will fit any
average house. The benefit would be a
$2,100 savings per year from Hydro One
and a system like this would be $18,900
plus tax. He states, “Solar is now less
expensive than Hydro One. It will
continue to get less expensive and more
efficient. Ten years ago panels were 190
watts, now they are 335 watts. 10 kw
systems were 52 panels and now they are
32 panels.” As for our own property, we
now have the net metering system up and
running. Our most recent electric utility
bill was zero. Eric enjoys the realization of
a long-held goal. “Solar energy and a sense
of responsibility to the planet
was what got me to explore options
further. If I can eliminate my electrical bill
at the same time, I consider it a winwin.
We hope one day to charge our flying car
off this system!”
Greg Lougheed
Sunfish Solar
sunfishsolar.ca

NEW A-FRAME STRUCTURE COMPLETED.
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Bohemian Rhapsody
By Ingrid Remkins

Before you see them,
you can hear them.
A common trill announces their presence.
There. High among the treetops,
the Bohemian Waxwings.
These vagabonds of flight gather
in clouds of trembling heartbeats.
Winter still,
still, there is something in the air.
An excitement of the next thing.

Photo by Ingrid Remkins

POETRY CORNER
Neighborly
Wisdom
By Lynne Brewer

Wind blasts ice needles at our faces

Spring.
This assembly of flight one of its harbingers.
Look closely, and you will see,
each one favours just one other.
Look closer still, and you will see
a dance.
Side by side,
one keens towards the other.
In its beak,
a tiny round fruit.
A berry for banter.
A gift for the other.

She demurs.
And turns her head away.
No, it is not, “No”,
forward heaved bodies push through the blow,
But a part of the dance.
nostrils seized, toes brittle, fingers sing with cold. This dance that has both patience and passion.
words land frozen on soft napped hat & scarf

My neighbor, body ballooned in yellow parka
cheeks raw contrast to twinkling blue eyes,
beams then asks in frigid puffs
“Do you get the feeling summer is over?"

She turns again towards him.
She does not have to reach.
He is right there.
The gift is just there.
Beak to beak they meet.
And the gift is accepted.
Their first kiss.
cont. P. 14
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Bohemian Rhapsody cont.

COMMUNITY
ANNOUNCEMENT
By Ingrid Remkins

Jonathan Robinson: "My heart is so
full, I can barely breathe at times."
After a very long night and all the
anxiety and excitement that goes
with it, Jonathon and I are
delighted to announce that Maija
has given birth to a beautiful baby
girl. Her name is Eleanor Lija
Heron.We could not be there for
this blessed event but we are
overwhelmed with love and
gratitude.Blessed be.
.

Photo by Ingrid Remkins
February 2021

Oh, but let not this dance be over,”
he seems to say
as he hops his way
down along their bough.
She knows her cue.
She must now pursue.
Holding still the gift,
she follows.
“It’s your turn now.
To take the gift.”
And just like that,
he does.
The dance is now an easy exchange
of this precious fruit.
Back and forth it is passed.
Each time a kiss.
Each kiss, a caress.
Until at last,
she swallows.
In this dance
they have chosen.
Each other.
And another bgins ...

Kimberley Historical Photo
Essay Book
Would you be interested in a beautiful
coffee table Historical Photo Essay book
of Kimberley?
Pending interest, the KCA is considering
creating a trip down
memory lane from The 1860 Purdy
House to now. It will include photos over
the last 150 years with captioned
activities, events, stories and, of course,
people!
Our printer will be Markdale’s Murray’s
Print Shop and books sold at cost not to
exceed $40. If interested please contact
joanmerriam@gmail.com
Winter Issue

and so New Sun had to search to find another
company to do the job. Unfortunately a Canadian
company could not be found to produce
it at a reasonable price and so it was made and
shipped from Pennsylvania. The cost came in at
$7800. I have been emailing Grey Highlands and it
turns out that we actually have $6310.75 held in
reserve earmarked for the sign. Our Duncan bank
account has $1482.05 presently. ( For the new folks,
we pass the hat at our pot-lucks to pay the rent for
the use of the Kimberley Hall. Our account is used
also to send flowers when a member of the
community passes away…we haven’t passed the
hat in quite a while!).

COMMUNITY PAGE
by Bev Smith

Hello Neighbours,
Well our Duncan plaque has arrived in
Thornbury, at New Sun Designs. For the new
residents the bac ground story is that when
Grey Highlands condemned and then
subsequently sold the school/community
centre, Duncan donated $25,000 from the
sale, to the Kimberley Hall to assist with the
instalment of the elevator. $5000 was held by
the municipality so we could create a plaque
to tell out story. This project has been going
on for some time and now the plaque is done
and ready to be mounted in the spring. There
were a handful of us who met in the
downtown core to discuss the placement of
the plaque and cast iron crate from the floor
of the centre. We will have to reconvene
when spring arrives. New Sun Designs is
happy to install this for us, which I think
sounds good as they are familiar with
mounting and installing very heavy bronze
plaques. The original company who gave us a
quote did not survive the covid shutdown
February 2021

Will look at applying for a community grant to
cover the $1495 and reimburse our account. The
intake for the next applications is scheduled for
April. There is also an option to approach council
with a written request. I am waiting to hear back
from Grey Highlands on what our chances are
and the best way we which option we should pursue.
I personally think that grant option sounds the most
feasible. We will see what I hear back this week.
I don’t like the idea that we will have a nothing in
our account, which we will have unless the
municipality gives us some sort of grant to cover the
extra expense. In that case I will “pass the hat”
virtually and send out an email requesting small
donations from the community But ….here it is…I
think it looks stunning and I certainly hope that all of
you do too… .

COMMUNITY
ISSUE SPEAKERS
CORNER
BEAVER VALLEY
WATERSHED INITIATIVE
By Bradley Mulligan

My name is Bradley Mulligan , and I am
with the Beaver River Watershed
Initiative as co chair of the projects
committee. BRWI is involved with many
different watershed initiatives in the
Beaver Valley. Please enjoy our latest
newsletter attached below.
www.whatwaterwants.org
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by Julie Schweizer

NEWS FROM OUR
CORPORATE MEMBERS
by Julie Schweizer

News from Georgian Bay Mind Body Wellness
Now, we begin...The Way of the Heart The First of a
3-part reading and study compilation. A weekly
gathering throughout the year 2021 via zoom each
Wednesday from 11-12:30pm Zoom ID will be
provided. Please contact Julie Schweizer for these
details and further information about the study
group. www.christmind.info/t/wom/woh/l01
printable for lesson one.
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Welcome All to Georgian Bay
Mind Body - 2021 Book Club!We
plan to join together for our first
meeting on Wed., Feb. 24th
outdoors, fireside! 7-9pmA zoom
ID# will also be made available
for those preferring to join with
us from their homes. Please
contact me, Julie Schweizer for
those details. I'm so pleased to
offer this again... Hope to see you
join with us. Many blessings,Julie

Winter
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COMMUNITY ISSUE
ACTIVITIES CORNER
By Joan Merriam

GTLLI Spring Potpourri of Lectures 2021
Leap into Learning this spring with an
exciting new Potpourri of Livestreamed
lectures viewable on your devices, on
Fridays at 10am. They are also available
by Video 1-2 days after the lecture until June
30.
Tickets are on Sale NOW!
Plan ahead by purchasing your $50
household pass (includes
both livestreaming and video).
Series Topics:
MARCH 26- HOTTER, WETTER, WILDER:
PREPARING FOR CLIMATE CHANGE
This lecture examines Canada’s state of
preparedness and need to limit
flooding, the costliest extreme weather risk.
APRIL 9- MOZART MATTERS
The peerless perfection of Mozart’s
creativity evokes both reverence in
listeners and trepidation in performers.
APRIL 16-IMPORTANCE OF POLITICAL
TRUST IN SOCIETY
Discover why there has been a decline in
trust across Western democracies and
how it can be fixed.
April 23-POPULISM IN 21st CENTURY
POLITICS
Populist leaders have governed in Greece,
Brazil and the UK. Examine the longterm viability of populism.
April 30- FORENSICS IN CRIME SOLVING
The lecturer reviews police protocols
governing crime scenes, warrants,
security and processing of physical
evidence.

May 7- TROPHIES AND TALISMANS: THE
TRAFFIC OF HUMAN REMAINS
The tradition of collecting and
displaying/venerating of human remains today in
Western society.
To Buy: Go Now to www.gtlli.ca, log into your
account, and click on Purchase
Videos/Tickets. Only $50 per household for both
the livestreaming and
the videos; share with your family or your bubble as
often as you wish.
Any questions, please email info@gtlli.ca or call
705-300-3251.

GREY HIGHLANDS
CONNECTS
Municipality:
Mayor Paul McQueen
(mayormcqueen@greyhighlands.ca)
519-375-1912
Deputy Mayor Aakash Desai
(deputymayordesai@greyhighlands.ca)
519-477-0732
Councillor Paul Allen
(councillorallen@greyhighlands.ca)
226-668-5724
Councillor Dane Nielsen
(councillornielsen@greyhighlands.ca)
226-668-6524
Councillor Danielle Valiquette
(councillorvaliquette@greyhighlands.ca)
226-668-6524
Councillor Cathy Little
(councillorlittle@greyhighlands.ca)
226-668-6160
Councillor Tom Allwood
(councillorallwood@greyhighlands.ca).
226-668-5632
Planning Director Michael
Benner (planning@greyhighlands.ca &
building@greyhighlands.ca)
519-986-2811 ext.102
Jennifer Watson: By-Law enforcement
officer, 519-986-2811 Ext. 191

COVID-19 VACCINE
UPDATE
February 2021
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FRIENDS OF THE
LIBRARY REPORT
By Denise Hall

Friends of the Kimberley Library:
Eileen Irwin, Denise Hall
The committee for Friends of The
Kimberley Library are still working in
these unusual Covid-19 times in an effort
to come up with ideas to raise funds for
the Library on your behalf.
Although we would love to have hands on
activities such as the annual Spring bake,
book and plant sale etc. it is something
that will have to wait until sometime in the
future, which we hope will be sooner than
later. In the meantime, we have been
offering some on line fund raisers, which
are still on going. This past Fall we had a
donation drive, and from that we had
received several on line E transfers and
cash donations from members. The
Friends of the Kimberley Library
committee, along with Linda Weatherall
(Kimberley Branch Librarian) would like
to take this opportunity to thank all who
donated their generous contributions. As
it is very much appreciated. And, if you
missed the first time around, and would
like to donate, you can still do so at:
fotklibrary@gmail.com or you can drop
off a cheque in the box at the library. In
addition, over the holiday season we had a
sale of hand decorated trays and signs,
which went over very well, so much so, we
will be offering more in the near future, so
keep your eyes open for more details.
Should you have any fund raising
suggestions for the committee, please feel
free to contact either Eileen Irwin or
Denise Hall who will be happy to discuss
them with you.
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SeZoom – which is a web-based video conferencing
tool that allows users to meet
online, with or without video. Zoom has been a
lifeline for staff, the board
and patrons as we are able to regularly offer
meetings from the safety of our
homes and offices while at the same time feeling
connected with one another.
Zoom has also been an indispensable tool for
summer programming for children
and youth. Staff also hope to offer other unique
programs, including virtual
readings, book clubs and other programs, moving
forward
Library Collections – Most of our books are
ordered from LSC (Library Services Centre) which is
a not for profit comprehensive acquisitions,
cataloguing, processing and consultancy service for
public libraries across Canada. Initially, all new book
deliveries were suspended due to the government
closing of all non-essential businesses in March. We
are pleased to report that all branches are now
receiving weekly deliveries of new books (see new
book list).
This is what you can be sure about regarding public
libraries during these times, but also other
times in the past and moving forward:
We believe that:
Ever disruption is an opportunity for innovation in
the public library
Libraries are good at shifting and pivoting and
evolving – libraries
are poised to step up and support the community,
particularly during these
unprecedented times
Our communities love and value the libraries:
As places - As essential services - As caregivers
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