Welcome to Our Guardian Home Program
Hello,
Thank you for your interest in our Guardian Home Program!
We truly appreciate families who are interested in becoming part of our breeding program. Our guardian homes are an essential part of what makes our program successful, allowing every one of our breeding dogs to grow up in a loving family rather than in a kennel. We are incredibly grateful for our guardian families and are always looking for others who share our philosophy.
What Is a Guardian Home?
A Guardian Home is a forever family for one of our breeding dogs. The dog lives with you as your family pet while remaining part of our breeding program for a limited number of litters (for females) or breeding years (for males). Once the breeding commitment has been completed, ownership is transferred to you, and the dog is retired as your beloved family companion.
We believe this program benefits everyone involved—the dog, the guardian family, and our breeding program.
Benefits for the Dog
Our dogs are first and foremost family companions. Dogs thrive when they are part of a family, included in everyday life, and surrounded by love. They deserve couches, walks, adventures, and bedtime cuddles—not kennel life.
By placing our breeding dogs in carefully selected guardian homes, they are able to enjoy a normal family life from puppyhood through retirement.
Benefits for Guardian Families
Many of our guardian families either love the idea of being involved in our breeding program or would like a wonderful dog but aren't able to purchase one outright.
As a guardian family, you receive an exceptional puppy or young adult dog at little or no purchase cost. In return, you agree to care for the dog as your own and make them available for health testing and breeding when needed.
Benefits for Our Breeding Program
The Guardian Home Program allows us to continue improving our breeding program without raising dogs in kennels or keeping more dogs than can comfortably live in our own home.
Every breeding dog always has a loving forever family, and that is something we feel very strongly about.

Frequently Asked Questions
What responsibilities do guardian families have?
Guardian families agree to provide excellent daily care for their dog, including:
· Feeding a high-quality dog food.
· Keeping the dog current on routine veterinary care.
· Providing regular grooming and exercise.
· Giving the dog basic obedience training.
· Treating the dog as a beloved member of the family.
We ask families not to feed grain-free diets unless specifically recommended by their veterinarian. Based on veterinary guidance and current research, we believe grains play an important role in canine nutrition.
We also ask families to avoid unnecessary chemicals, supplements, or medications unless approved by their veterinarian or discussed with us.
If your dog becomes sick or injured, please contact us as soon as possible. We like to be involved in treatment decisions because certain medications or treatments may affect future breeding or pregnancy. We can often help guide you through the situation and may even help save unnecessary veterinary expenses.

What safety guidelines do you expect?
We simply ask families to practice responsible dog ownership, including:
· Never leaving the dog unattended outdoors.
· Keeping the dog safely contained.
· Using a leash in public.
· Never transporting the dog unsecured in the back of an open truck.
· Providing basic obedience training.
· Supervising interactions with other dogs.
These are all things most responsible dog owners already do, and they help keep everyone safe.

Who provides transportation?
Guardian families are responsible for transporting the dog to us for:
· Health testing (around 9 months of age)
· Breeding
· Pregnancy and whelping
· Any scheduled appointments related to our breeding program

When Does Breeding Begin?
Females
Most females are physically mature around 14–15 months of age. We generally breed on the second heat cycle after all health testing has been completed.
Males
Males reach maturity earlier, but we typically wait until they are approximately 12–13 months old and have passed all required health testing before breeding.

How Long Will My Dog Stay With You?
Female Breeding
Once your female comes into heat, we ask that you notify us immediately.
She is usually brought to us around Days 3–7 of her heat cycle and stays approximately one week before returning home.
Male Breeding
Male dogs may either:
· come to us for a breeding appointment lasting about 30–60 minutes, or
· stay with us for approximately one week if multiple breedings are needed.

How Long Is Pregnancy?
A dog's pregnancy lasts approximately 63 days.

When Will She Stay With You for Her Litter?
Your dog will come to stay with us approximately 7–9 days before her due date.
This allows her time to settle into our home, become comfortable with her whelping area, and relax before labor begins.

Can We Visit During the Litter?
Absolutely!
We love when guardian families visit.
To protect both Mom and her puppies, we ask that visits wait until the puppies are at least three weeks old.
During the first few weeks, mother dogs are naturally very protective and puppies are undergoing important early neurological development.
For that reason:
· Visitors may spend time with Mom.
· Puppies may be viewed but not handled.
· Once puppies are older (around five weeks), they begin enjoying more social interaction.

Does Going Between Homes Stress the Dog?
In our experience, no.
Most dogs briefly wonder where their family went but settle in very quickly—often within an hour or two.
We work hard to make every stay positive by providing plenty of attention, affection, and routine.
We also ask guardian families to make drop-offs relaxed and cheerful. Dogs take emotional cues from their people, so calm goodbyes help make the transition much easier.

What Changes During Pregnancy?
Most pregnancies are very easy.
During pregnancy your dog may:
· sleep a little more,
· eat differently during the first few weeks,
· become hungrier toward the end of pregnancy.
Exercise remains important.
During the first half of pregnancy, normal walks and play are encouraged.
During the second half, we generally recommend leash walks while avoiding strenuous activities such as repetitive ball chasing or jumping.
No medications or chemicals should be given during pregnancy without discussing them with us and your veterinarian.

What If My Dog Gets Sick or Injured?
While the dog is living with the guardian family, routine illnesses and injuries are the guardian's financial responsibility.
Examples include:
· ear infections,
· cuts,
· stomach upset,
· minor injuries.
Please notify us promptly so we can stay informed and help determine the best course of treatment, especially if breeding is planned.

What Expenses Does Each Party Pay?
Guardian Family Responsibilities
The guardian family is responsible for normal day-to-day expenses, including:
· Food
· Toys
· Beds
· Leashes
· Grooming
· Routine vaccinations
· Preventive medications
· Routine veterinary care
· Licensing
Breeder Responsibilities
We cover all expenses directly related to breeding, including:
· Genetic health testing
· Breeding expenses
· Progesterone testing
· Artificial insemination (if needed)
· Pregnancy-related veterinary care
· Whelping expenses
· Puppy veterinary care
· Puppy vaccinations and deworming
· Advertising
· Finding homes for the puppies

How Long Is the Guardian Commitment?
Females
Our contracts typically include four litters before retirement.
Males
Male dogs remain in the breeding program for up to seven reproductive years, with no more than four breedings per year.

What If My Dog Doesn't Pass Health Testing?
Fortunately, this is uncommon because we carefully select our breeding lines.
However, breeding quality and pet quality are not the same thing. A dog may be an amazing family companion while simply not meeting our breeding standards.
If a dog is determined not to be suitable for breeding, we will have the dog spayed or neutered according to our agreement, transfer ownership to the guardian family, and the dog will simply continue life as your cherished pet.

Grooming Expectations
We ask guardian families to keep their dog well groomed in a traditional Poodle or Doodle style.
Regular professional grooming is recommended, especially before health testing and photo sessions.
If you groom your dog yourself, we're happy to provide guidance on the style we prefer.

Final Thoughts
Our goal is never to be intrusive or controlling. We understand that this dog is a beloved member of your family, and we want this experience to be enjoyable for everyone involved.
We value the trust our guardian families place in us and truly appreciate the role they play in helping us raise healthy, well-loved dogs without relying on kennel housing.
If you have any questions after reading through this information, please don't hesitate to reach out. We're always happy to talk and want you to feel completely comfortable with how our Guardian Home Program works.
Thank you again for considering becoming part of our Guardian Home family—we look forward to getting to know you!

