SUMMARY

ABORTIONS REPRESENT A REAL THREAT IN SMALL RUMINANT FARMING, BOTH FOR ANIMAL HEALTH AND HUMAN HEALTH,
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Summary of abortions
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TOXOPLASMOSIS
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Sheep and goats
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TOXOPLASMOSIS 15 A PARASITIC DISEASE THAT CAM CAUSE ABORTIONS IN SMALL RUMIMANTS.
CATS REPRESENT A SIGNIFICANT RISK.

AGENT INVOLVED ®®

Toxoplasmosis is caused by a protozoa called Toxoplasma
gondii. It is a microscopic parasite that can survive in the
environment for a very long time. Disinfectants are not
effective in destroying this parasite eggs (oocysts) present
in the environment.
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Q FEVER I5 A ZOONOTIC DISEASE OF BACTERIAL ORIGIN PRESENT ALL OVER THE WORLD.
THE MAIN DOMESTIC RESERVOIR OF THIS BAGTERIUM IS RUMINANTS.

AGENT INVOLVED &®

Q fever is caused by a bacterium called Coxiella burnetii
that has a worldwide distribution with the exception of New
Zealand and Antarctica. This disease is endemic and the
seroprevalence increases with herd size. It is higher in dairy
farms than in meat-producing farms. The bacterium is
extremely persistent in the environment.
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Diagram of the contamination by

the bacterium Coxiella burnetii
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IN SMALL RUMINANTS, ABORTIONS OF VIRAL ORIGIN ARE NOT THE MOST COMMON, BUT THEY CAN SOMETIMES BE ASSOCIATED WITH
SIGNIFICANT OUTEREAKS. AMONG THE VIRUSES CAUSING ABORTIONS, CAGHE VALLEY VIRUS
AND BORDER DISEASE VIRUS ARE PRESENT IN CANADA.

INTRODUCTION ®@®

Unlike cattle farms in Canada where two viruses are
common cause of abortion (IBR and BVD viruses),
abortions of viral origin are infrequent in small ruminants.
However, they must be considered as a possible cause of
abortion since their presence in Canada has been
confirmed by serological studies. The two viral infections
that are described in this sheet are CACHE VALLEY VIRUS
(front) and BorpER DISEASE VIRUS (back).
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Abortions of viral origin
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NON-INFECTIOUS

e® Sheep and goats

ABORTIONS DO NOT ALWAYS HAVE AN INFECTIOUS CAUSE. AN ABORTION CAN BE THE CONSEQUENCE OF A METABOLIC
OR NUTRITIOMAL DISORDER, OR IMPROPER LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT.
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Non-infectious abortions
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