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Dear Friends, 

Thank you for being here to Share the Light with us! 

I am very excited to share this program with you. As I selected this
music, you were on my mind. I thought about what we want - and

what we need - from music right now. We need the comfort of the
familiar and the excitement of something new. We need to
remember that there is beauty in the diverse ways we all celebrate at
this time of year. We want to laugh! And we need hope.

The chorus and I have all of that for you tonight - and some surprises
too!

So, I hope you will put your cares aside for the evening and enjoy the
magic of connection through music. I am glad YOU are here!

Sincerely, 

Melinda
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The Women's Chorus of Dallas promotes the strength, diversity, and

empowerment of women by performing high quality music to
entertain, inspire, and serve the community. United in our mission to be
an integral part of the community to inspire the souls, touch the hearts,

and impact the lives of all who come to hear us.

The Women’s Chorus of Dallas is recognized as one of the nation’s

finest women’s choruses. Founded in 1989 with an initial membership

of 35, the Chorus has grown to a diverse group of 100+ members,

performing 3 season concerts each year. 

Artistic Director Melinda Imthurn has led the Chorus for 21 seasons,

pioneering its move to the Dallas Arts District and many successful
collaborations and outreach events. 

The Chorus annually presents the Voices of Women event in March
with area college and high school singers at Moody Performance Hall,
and has performed onstage with Moira Smiley + VOCO, Hugh Jackman,

Demi Lovato, Lesley Gore, and Victoria Clark, among others.

The Chorus also performs free outreach performances at local social
service agencies, bringing the joy of live music to underserved

members of the community. 

Once the only chorus in Texas predominantly composed of gay
women, TWCD is proud of its diverse and welcoming membership for

all women, regardless of age, race, or sexual identity. 
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Artistic Director Melinda Imthurn is in her 21st season as Artistic Director for
The Women’s Chorus of Dallas. Under her leadership, the Chorus has
increased its performance of music by women composers, as well as the
commissioning of new works, with a focus on women of color and other
underrepresented voices. Melinda holds a Bachelor of Music degree in Vocal
Performance and a Master of Music degree in Vocal Pedagogy from Texas
Woman’s University, with continued studies in Contemporary Commercial

Music at Shenandoah Conservatory and in Choral Music at University of
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A graduate of the University of North Texas with two degrees in music

theory and choral studies, principal accompanist Tim Sanchez joins us for his
fourth season. In addition to his role as Principal Accompanist of TWCD and
Director of the small ensemble, Something Extra, Tim also serves as the
Director of Music Ministry for Westwind Church and as an Associate Pianist
for the National Children’s Chorus. He maintains an active recital schedule,

collaborating with various voice types and instruments throughout the year. 
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North Texas. An accomplished singer, she has performed all over the DFW area and in solo recitals.

Melinda is Professor of Music at Dallas College, directing the choir and coordinating vocal studies at
the Eastfield Campus. In addition, she maintains a busy private vocal studio, specializing in voice
rehabilitation. She is a frequent clinician and adjudicator for choruses and soloists and enjoys the role
of mentor to many high school choir directors in Dallas ISD. As much as she cherishes her musical and
educational endeavors, the most important roles Melinda currently serves are mother to a
spectacular twelve-year-old, Victoria, and partner to her wonderful wife, Vanessa.  
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General Manager Faith Ptomey is in her first season with The Women’s

Chorus of Dallas. She brings to the role a lifelong passion for music and a
strong background in nonprofit operations, donor relations, and creative
leadership. Faith holds a Bachelor of Arts in Worship Leadership from The
King’s University, graduating summa cum laude. In her work with the chorus,

she oversees the operational systems that support and strengthen its artistic
mission. Outside of her work with TWCD, Faith finds joy in music, meaningful

conversations, and sharing life with friends over good food and coffee.
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Angels We Have Heard on High......................................................................................French Carol, arr. Dan Forrest

See, Amid the Winter’s Snow...............................................................................E. Caswall, J. Gross, arr. Dan Forrest

Sizalelwe Indodana (Unto Us a Child is Born)...........Traditional South African Carol, arr. V.C. Johnson

Megan Trammel, Esiri “Ace” Tasker-Armstrong, Leda Juengerman, soloists

Ujima and Ujamaa from Kwanzaa Songs..............................................................................Zanaida Stewart Robles

Ocho Kandelikas (Eight Little Candles).............................................................................F. Jagoda, arr. J. Jacobson 
Vanessa Hatcher, Maria Adkins, soloists

Erin Lincoln, Suzy Watson, Vanessa Vazquez, guitarists

Chosen Family..........................................................R. Sawayama, D. Harle, J. Lattimer, arr. R. Grundahl Rexroth
Chelsea Appiah, Erin Lincoln, Sara Negishi, Chelcie Smith,

Kathryn North, Breanna Guggenheim, soloists

 Snow Medley......................................................................................................................................................................Arr. W. Varner
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INTERMISSION- 20 MINS



Let There Be Joy...............J. Varnadore, B.M. Collins, J. Hudson, S.A. Oscroft, Hallmark, arr. M. Brymer

Miss You Most at Christmastime....................................................................M. Carey, W. Afanasieff, arr. M. Hayes

Merry Christmas............................................................................................................J. Torre, F. Spielman, arr. P. Langford

Something Extra, directed by Timothy Sanchez

Here We Come A-Caroling.....................................................................................................................................Arr. J. Althouse

Winter Wonderland of Snow.....................................................................................D. Smith, F. Bernard, arr. M. Hayes

The Hope of Christmas...............................................A. Hampton Callaway, W. Schermerhorn, arr. E. Lojeski

Ariel Wentworth, Teresa Rodriguez, soloists

Myr, Zaraz (Peace, Now)...................................................................................................................J. Szymko, arr. T. Sanchez

Peace, Peace...................................................................R. Powell, S. Powell, R.E. Schram, L. Marcus, F.X. Gruber,

J. Mohr, arr. F. Bock, A. Petker, W. Varner

Joined by members of Turtle Creek Chorale and TWCD Alumni

Let There Be Peace on Earth................................................................................S. Miller, J. Jackson, arr. J. Althouse

Joined by members of Rangel Young Women’s Leadership
School Choir and TWCD Alumni
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 OUR SPONSORS OUR SPONSORS

Black Tie Dinner
City of Dallas Office of Arts & Culture
Communities Foundation of Texas
Dallas Arts District
Moody Fund for the Arts

National Endowment for the Arts
Sammons Center for the Arts
Texas Commision on the Arts

The Arts Community Alliance (TACA)

The Women’s Chorus of Dallas is supported in part by:
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PHOTO EXPERIENCE PROVIDED BY

A heartfelt thank you to
Picture This for capturing
tonight’s glow and giving our
audience a chance to take a
piece of the evening home.
We’re grateful for your
partnership and the joyful
snapshots you help create. 



SPECIAL THANK YOU!SPECIAL THANK YOU!
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Visuals

Erin Roberts

Arkette Baptiste and Rangel Young
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 - Sean Baugh, Artistic Director
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TWCD Alumni Singers

Angela Harvey, Cello

Brie Sargent, Bass
Cara Wildman, Percussion

Emily Townsend, Viola

Eniko Samu, Violin 1
Jocelyn Hund Turner, Violin 2

Kami Lujan, Percussion

Sean Torres, Guitar
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