Promoting the strength, diversity, and empowerment of women by performing high quality music to entertain, inspire, and serve.

NEW TONES IN 2018

A Successful Sleigh Ride in Dallas Arts District

Lydia Miller stepped down upon completing a
six-year term on the Board of Directors, with
five-and-a-half as President. Also completing
BOD terms were Nancy Paine and Virginia Altick. TWCD thanks you for years of dedication!
TWCD welcomed new Board Treasurer Kirsten
Woikey. Chorus President Chelle Johnson and
Vice President Amy Mai joined the Board as
Chorus Liaisons, stepping into roles previously
filled by Katina Brooks and Traci Stonum-Parker, now Board President.
Traci has been a TWCD member since 2013,
and served as Chorus President, liasing between TWCD and LifeWalk, the Dallas AIDS
walk organized by Prism Health North Texas.
She is a co-founder of Lez Talk Dallas, a women’s empowerment conference bringing together queer women and allies for a day of support,
love, and learning. She holds a Masters degree
in Health, Kinesiology and Sports Studies, a
Bachelors degree in Vocal Performance, and
has over 10 years experience teaching health,
fitness and wellness classes. (cont. on p. 3)

From the Board President

Photo Credit:
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I am excited to step into the role
of Board Chair for the Women’s
Chorus of Dallas. I have had
the pleaure of serving as President of the Chorus for three
years and am looking forward
to serving the Chorus in the new
role.

On behalf of the Board of Directors, we would
like to wish each of you a Happy Holiday season and a wonderful New Year. We look forward to seeing you at our March concert!
Best wishes,

Traci Stonum-Parker
Board President

(L-R) Gaylon, Kiara, and Keylen pose with the sleigh in the lobby of Moody Performance Hall. Photo Credit: Radz Daswani, 2018

The chill weather of Sunday, Dec 2 set the perfect tone for concertgoers
lining up to recreate a sleigh ride in the lobby of Moody Performance
Hall. The Girls’ Choir from Rangel Academy, led by Arkette Baptiste,
sang carols as a prelude to TWCD’s annual and much-anticipated holiday concert. Sleigh Ride was “a concert that chorus and orchestra members could be proud to share with their loved ones”, writes Robin Coffelt.
Read her full review at TheaterJones.com. (story continues on next page)
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(Sleigh Ride Continued)

TWCD recently reached its largest size
in a 30-year history with 100+ members
after August open rehearsals. This December, conducted by Artistic Director Melinda Imthurn, TWCD was joined for Sleigh
Ride by new performance partners Texas Chamber Music Project, conducted by
Tom Connely, and Singing Girls of Texas,
led by Hans Grim of Fort Worth Academy of Fine Arts. Will Varner directed the
small ensemble within TWCD, Vivacious!
Funded in part by a grant from Texas Commission for the Arts and partially sponsored by WDG Architecture, a
leader in sustainability and green building practices with offices in Dallas and
D.C., this concert featured holiday music from a variety of languages and
cultures, with an orchestral interlude.

Post-concert surveys showed a high number of first-time TWCD attendees, including over 100 clients of partner social service agencies, who received free tickets
through TWCD’s holiday outreach program, “Let It Ring” (read more on p. 4).
Thanks to the support of ticket-buyers
and the generous gifts of our donors
and Capital Club members, TWCD was
once again able to continue its favorite holiday tradition: making music possible for audience and performers alike.
As Coffelt writes in her review, “in the
Metroplex, we are so fortunate [to] have
the chance to play or sing with groups
such as these, who create community and
connection, plus some fine music to boot”.
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Melinda Imthurn conducting TWCD and Texas Chamber Music Project. Photo Credit: Radz Daswani, 2018

Please consider joining our mission
to entertain, inspire, and serve
with your tax-deductible donation at
www.twcd.org/support (or scan code ->)
Call (214) 520-7828, or email
twcdoffice@twcd.org for assistance.

SNAPSHOTS OF TWCD

Giddy members in the lobby of Moody Performance Hall after a wonderful holiday concert. (L-R) Elizabeth, Deborah, Eleanor, Susan, Melinda,
(front) Lauren, Eriene, (back) Gloria, Rachel, Karen. Photo Credit: Radz D.

(Front, L-R) Aline McKenzie, Lydia Miller, and Karen Swenson
accept a Black Tie Dinner beneficiary check of $28,746 from
the BTD Steering Committee. Thank you, Black Tie!

Upcoming Concerts
Voices of Women V
Mar. 7, 2019, 7:30 p.m.
Moody Performance Hall
Tickets available now at TWCD.ORG

Mother’s Day Concert
with butterfly release
May 12, 2019, 12:30* & 2:30 p.m.
Texas Discovery Gardens, Fair Park

TWCD performing for WRR’s Caroling in the Arts District, broadcast live on 101.1 FM on

*NEW young-child-friendly programming Dec. 5 from Moody Performance Hall. Photo Credit: Crystal Koe, 2018

NEW TONES (cont.)

TWCD hired a full-time executive
director in August. Crystal Koe has
been a performer and an administrator with choirs and orchestras
over the years. She received a
Bachelor of Arts degree in English
from Hardin-Simmons University,
minoring in music, and a Master of
Fine Arts in Creative Writing from
the University of Massachusetts
Boston. Prior to joining the TWCD
team, she taught writing and critical thinking at Southern Methodist
University, Collin College, Northeastern University, and UMass
Boston. She co-founded and edited of ripples: a postcard literary magazine, and has several of
her own pieces published around
A packed house for Vivacious! at Oak Cliff Presbyterian Church for TWCD’s Rise Up & Sing concert on the world. She has been elated
Oct. 13, with South Dallas Concert Choir, New Arts Six, and Carter High School. Photo by Crystal Koe to bring her passions to TWCD.

Let it Ring! with Community Partners: Dec. 15 Outreach Caroling

Live music performances have been
proven to positively affect individuals’ well-being, from memory and emotional states to physiological effects on
blood pressure. In addition, the sense
of community in a shared experience,
especially with audience participation,
adds to an overall sense of wellness.
This year, thanks to additional support
from Texas Commission on the Arts,
TWCD’s annual holiday outreach program
took a two-prong approach to sharing
goodwill and good music by inviting residents and clients of partner agencies to
the Dec. 2 concert, as well as performing
onsite at 6 locations in the Dallas area. TWCD singers led by Will Varner sing in the Dallas LIFE chapel. Photo Credit: Crystal Koe
On Dec. 15, two groups of singers, led by Artistic Director dents to share holiday wishes and cards signed by members
Melinda Imthurn and Assistant AD Will Varner, performed and donors. Thank you once more to all who participated!
at senior living communities Presbyterian Village North and TWCD singers will always remember the visible enjoyment of
Belmont Village, and women’s addiction facility Nexus Re- elderly patients in one memory care unit, where staff pointed
covery Center, longstanding partners of the Chorus. New out music’s remarkable ability to activate memories, and a
partners this year included Mosaic Family Services, a do- comment by a resident of one shelter: “I’ve never heard music
mestic violence and human trafficking shelter, Dallas LIFE like this before. Thank you”.
Shelter for the Homeless, and Mesquite Tree Nursing Center.
Tickets are available now for Voices of Women V,
Over 200 residents and guests enoyed the selection of
songs, from child-favorite “Frosty the Snowman”, to “Peace,
TWCD’s celebration of Women’s History month,
Peace” performed in counterpoint to “Silent Night”,
in collaboration with TWU, UNT, Dallas ISD.
with tears from both audience and singers at times. AfFeaturing 3 premieres by composer Jocelyn Hagen.
ter each performance, chorus members visited with resi-

7:30 p.m. Mar 7, 2019. at TWCD.ORG

Support TWCD while enjoying an evening of delectable bites, tasty drinks, dancing,
and talented performers, including musicians from the sold-out Sammons Jazz series.
All proceeds from the silent auction benefit the Chorus.
New this year is a local art show, with a percentage of sales donated to TWCD.

Save the Date for

Tickets avaiable at twcd.org

Thank You to
our donors
and Sponsors!

