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1 Use your All Caps name from your original (first) birth certificate.  Put '-VESSEL' after your 
vessel name.  Example:  JOHN QUINCY PUBLIC-VESSEL

Identifying number:  Use the federal reserve bank routing number found on the back of your 
Social Security card.  Include the beginning letter of the number.  If you do NOT have a bank 
routing number on your SS card, use the birth registration # (also called State File No.) from 
your state issued birth certificate.  DO NOT get a new Social Security card in order to fill out 
this form. The birth registration # is sufficient.

Decedent's social security no.:  Enter your social security number.  DO NOT put your SSN in 
square brackets.

Your federal overlay mailing address in ALL CAPS.

Your federal overlay city, 2 digit state abbreviation and zip code IN ALL CAPS

Fiduciary name:  Your current name in upper and lower case.  Put '-Executor' (for males) or
'-Executrix' (for females) after your current name.
Examples:  John Quincy Public-Executor   Jane Ann Public-Executrix

Your non-federal address.  Upper and lower case.  All words spelled out.  NO abbreviations.
Example:  c/o rural route 123 First Street

Your non-federal city, state (spelled out) and zip exempt
Example:  Anywhere, Pennsylvania zip exempt

1g:  Check the 'Other' box and type exactly what is shown on the Form 56 sample template

1b:  Date you were born.  Example:  1/2/1961

3:  Check the 'Other' box and type exactly what is shown on the Form 56 sample template

4: Check the 'Other' box and type exactly what is shown on the Form 56 sample template

CAUTION:  Only use this statement if your current name is different from your original birth 
name.  Otherwise, leave this statement off your Form 56.  
Hand print this statement in purple ink.  Important: The date your BC (birth certificate) was 
recorded is the FILE DATE (sometimes called registered date) shown on your BC.  This is the 
day your vessel was created.  Executor if male, executrix if female.  At the end of the statement, 
put your initials in cursive writing at a 45 degree angle.

Here is where you will use your 'CERTIFIED TRUE COPY' stamp.  AFTER you have completed
and autographed Form 56, you will make several color copies of your Form 56.  One of your color 
copies DOES NOT get the CERTIFIED TRUE COPY stamp.  This is the copy you will record with.
The number of color copies you need with the stamp depends on how many recipients you are
mailing the Affidavit of Status to.  Refer to Form 56 Process instructions.
Autograph your current name in cursive, parse syntax, purple ink directly under the CERTIFIED 
TRUE COPY stamp.  Example:  By: : John-Quincy; .Public:
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14 6:  Check the box at the end of the statement.  Caution:  most people miss  checking
this box and have to start the Form 56 process all over again.  CHECK THE BOX :-)

6c:  Check the 'Other' box and type exactly what is shown on the Form 56 sample template

Your autograph, in cursive, parse syntax purple ink
Example:  By: : John-Quincy; .Public:  

Handwrite in purple ink Executor or Executrix as applies

Handwrite in purple ink the date you autograph Form 56

OPTIONAL, NOT REQUIRED:  you will only be able to use this statement if you have 
registered mail tracking number label on-hand.  And that is because you have to make your 
TRUE CERTIFIED COPY(s) of Form 56 before you go to the post office to mail.
Pay close attention the 'usa' is NOT in all caps and that 'Private Registered Indemnity Bond'
has the first letters of each word capitalized.  Hand print this statement.

General:  as always, anything shown in red ink on the template is to draw your attention.
Change the color as needed to blue or purple.

When you fill out the a downloaded Form 56 from IRS.GOV, the type will appear blue.  
This is OK.
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