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Excavation photograph of the “Golden”, “Silver”, and “Boat-shaped Lyre”
Ur, Royal Cemetery, PG 1237 = Great Death Pit
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The instrument shown here is one
of the three original lyres of Ur
found in 1929, which are held
today in the Museums of
Pennsylvania, London and
Baghdad as unplayable models.

It is approximately 4,550 years old
and is thought to predate the
construction of the Great Pyramid,
and even Stonehenge in England.

Queen Shub-Ab's harp from Ur
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Silver Flute from Ur (2650-2550 BCE),
Penn Museum Object 30-12-536.

From the Collections of the University of
Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and

Anthropology.



https://www.asor.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/71-4.jpg

Faulty instrument reconstruction of the "Boat-shaped Lyre"
Ur, Royal Cemetery, PG 1237 = Great Death Pit (cf., cat. no. 56 ¢)

Early Dynastic III (Ur I), ca. 2550-2400 BCE
University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology (3012253 | U.12355)
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a. All pipe fragments in their condition in 1997
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b. Lawergren reconstruction 1998

Two silver pipes

Ur, Royal Cemetery, PG 333

Early Dynastic I1I (Ur 1), ca. 2550-2400 BCE

University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology (CBS 17554)
a: Lawergren 2000, 127-126, fig. 1; b: Lawergren 2000, 127-126, fig. 3
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Ur-Nanse statuette

Mari, Ninni-zaza temple
Mari City II, ca. 2500 BCE
Damascus Museum
http://www louvre.fr/
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Hurrian Music Tablet from Ugarit 1400 BCE
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Hurrian hymn

Deciphering the Hurrian Hymns

= |n 1972, after 15 years of research Prof. Anne Kilmer (professor of Assyriology, University of California, and a curator at the Lowie

Museum of Anthropology at Berkeley) transcribed one of the oldest known pieces of music notation in the world. [Source:
amaranthpublishing.com/hurrian]

= Clay tablets relating to music, containing the cuneiform signs of the "Hurrian" language, had been excavated in the early 1950s at
the Syrian city of ancient Ugarit in what is now modern Ras Shamra. One text contained a complete hymn, both words and music
and is the oldest known preserved music notation in the world. Prof. Kilmer transcribed this piece of music into modern music
notation. Other individuals have also attempted to transcribe this music, with differing interpretations.

= The tablets date back to approximately 1400 B.C. and contain a hymn to the moon god's wife, Nikal. Remarkably, the tablets also

contain detailed performance instructions for a singer accompanied by a harpist as well as instructions on how to tune the harp. From
this evidence, Prof. Kilmer and other musicologists have created realizations of the hymn .
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Bull's head of the Queen's lyre from

The archetype of the santur instrument carried

Detail of the "Peace” panel of &~ Pu-abi's grave PG 800, the Royal 4 , _ i
: : horizontally and struck with two sticks, found in
the Standard of Ur showing lyrist, Cemetery at Ur, Southern ; : : :
e b the e . . iconographical documents in ancient Babylon
Mesopotamia, Irag. British Museum (1600-911 BCE) and Neo-Assyria (911-612

the Lyres of Ur.
BCE).

Terra-cotta relief depicting a harp player,
Babylonian civilization, second
millennium B.C. In the Louvre, Paris.
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Assyrian prisoners playing lyres
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https://youtu.be/TSWEeBGhz4M

https://www.facebook.com/100008686959273/videos/420162616495274/

https://youtu.be/LvetAHV4Amzw



https://youtu.be/TSWEeBGhz4M
https://www.facebook.com/100008686959273/videos/420162616495274/
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FLvgtAHV4mzw&data=04%7C01%7C%7C244d8123310d471e59e708d9d6eed08b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637777143461530287%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=aY%2B4DhtIc2uFpGLlsGJN%2BAGW0WA9n3EaiyzpEwJts4o%3D&reserved=0
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