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Ryan Klein
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Funding
• Associates

• Cities
• Counties
• Districts
• JPAs

• Thank you to all who fund us!
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• Circular ($20,000+)

• Platinum ($10,000+)

• Gold ($5,000+), Silver ($2,500+), Bronze ($500+), Green ($250+)

Product Care Association of Canada
R3 Consulting

Regent Apparel
Textile Exchange

Potential Industries
Visions Paint Recycling

Sponsors
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Patti 
Toews
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CA Meds/Sharps EPR Ordinances

13

Nine Counties Passed Ordinances before April 18, 2018

1. Alameda County – meds 7/26/12, sharps 11/17/15

2. City & County of San Francisco – 3/26/15

3. San Mateo County – 4/28/15

4. Santa Clara County – meds 6/23/15, sharps 2/27/18

5. Marin County – 8/11/15

6. Santa Cruz County (meds & sharps) – 12/8/15

7. Santa Barbara County – 6/21/16

8. City of Santa Cruz (meds & sharps) – 8/9/16

9. City of Capitola (meds & sharps) – 8/25/16

10.City of Scotts Valley (meds & sharps) – 12/7/16

11.Contra Costa County – 12/20/2016

12.San Luis Obispo County (med & sharps)– 1/10/18

13.Tehama County (meds & sharps)- 7/3/18 (Preempted by SB 212)
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Senate Bill (SB) 212 (Jackson)
Pharmaceutical and Sharps Waste Stewardship

SB 212 Path:
1. Introduced February 1, 2017 by Senator Jackson
2. Over to Assembly in April 2018 (Place holder during stakeholder negotiations)
3. First significant amendments June 18, 2018.  Co-Authors Assembly Members Gray & Ting.  AB 

444 merged with SB 212
4. Amended again August 24, 2018
5. Final amendments August 27, 2018
6. Critical Votes:

a) 08/28/18 - Assembly Environmental Safety & Toxic Materials (ESTM):  5 “Ayes”, 0 “Noes”, 
2 “No Vote Recorded (NVR)”

b) 08/29/18 - Assembly Appropriations:  14 “Ayes”, 1 “Noes”, 2 “NVR”
c) 08/31/18 – Assembly Floor:   72 “Ayes”, 5 “Noes”, 3 “NVR” (90% Aye Votes)
d) 08/31/18 – Senate Environmental Quality:   7 “Ayes”, 0 “Noes”, 0 “NVR” (Concurrence of 

Assembly Amends)
e) 08/31/18 – Senate Floor:   39 “Ayes”, 0 “Noes”, 1 “NVR” (97.5% Aye Votes)

7. Signed by the Governor on September 30, 2018

Votes showed Bi-Partisan support for this important law! Governor Jerry Brown
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SB 212 (Cont’d)

13

What SB 212 does:

1. Convenient Meds Disposal – Establishes a statewide 
comprehensive, producer-funded take-back program to provide 
safe and convenient disposal options for home-generated 
pharmaceutical drugs and sharps waste.

2. Aids in Prevention – Gets excess drugs out of people’s homes, 
helping in the prevention of accidental poisonings and abuse, 
which is one of the main contributors fueling the opioid epidemic.

3. Free Safe Needle Disposal – Requires distribution of free sharps disposal containers with 
every needle sold.  Local jurisdictions with HHW facilities get reimbursed for disposal costs of 
sharps waste.

4. Protection – Helps protect solid waste, parks, hotel, wastewater, sanitation, and other 
workers, river and beach clean-up volunteers, and the public from accidental needle stick 
injuries.

5. Preemption – Preempts future local ordinances or those adopted on or after April 18, 2018 
to ensure consistency and predictability for manufacturers.

6. Enforcement – Regulation and enforcement by CalRecycle.  CalRecycle 
to adopt regulations no later than January 1, 2021.
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SB 212 (Cont’d)
Key Legislative Requirements
• Ordinance Counties could opt-in.

• Convenience Standard (Pharmaceuticals)

• Minimum of 5 bins in every county.

• One bin per every 50,000 people.

• If pharmacist wants to host a bin, stewardship 
organization must provide a bin.

• Convenience Standard (Needles/Sharps)

• Safe disposal container (mail back) provided at point-of-sale.

• Sufficient to contain needles/sharps sold.

Needles/Sharps Specific

• No requirement for kiosks (bins) for sharps.

• Off-ramp if requirement for a certain product is prohibited by law.

• Reimbursement to local governments at HHW facilities.
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Pharma & Sharps Waste Stewardship

https://calrecycle.ca.gov/epr/pharmasharps/



12©  California Product Stewardship Council 2025

CalRecycle Resources
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https://medtakebackcalifornia.org/
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Pharma Waste Stewardship

https://calrecycle.ca.gov/epr/pharmasharps/pharma/

https://calrecycle.ca.gov/epr/pharmasharps/pharma/plan/
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Stewardship Plans

62 Pages
195 Pages
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Stewardship Annual Reports

118 Pages

https://calrecycle.ca.gov/epr/pharmasharps/pharma/reports/
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Stewardship Annual Reports

77 Pages

https://calrecycle.ca.gov/epr/pharmasharps/pharma/reports/
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Others with Kiosks
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Total Kiosks in California

https://www.pharmacy.ca.gov/webapplications/apps/takeback/index.shtml

1,913 locations in California

MedProject: 1,064 locations
Foundation: 533 locations
Others:  316 locations
(Others includes the 9 ordinance 
counties, plus CVS, Walgreens, etc.)

Ordinance
counties
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Questions?
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Connect with CPSC!
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Doug Kobold

Executive Director

Doug@calpsc.org

(916) 413-5262 (Cell)

www.CalPSC.org

Follow us on:


