Mold Prevention Guide

for veterinary clinics

from Prairie Navigator

This comprehensive guide provides veterinary clinics in eastern Nebraska and western lowa with essential strategies to
prevent mold growth and maintain a healthy environment for both animals and staff. Developed by Prairie Navigator's
certified facilities management professionals, this checklist addresses the unique challenges of maintaining optimal indoor air
quality in veterinary settings.



Moisture Control

Moisture control stands as the single most critical factor in mold prevention. In veterinary clinics, where water usage is
frequent and humidity levels can fluctuate dramatically, maintaining proper moisture management becomes even more

essential.

Eastern Nebraska and western lowa experience significant seasonal humidity fluctuations that can create ideal conditions for
mold growth. Without proper moisture control, even the cleanest veterinary facility can quickly develop mold problems that

compromise air quality and potentially impact the health of both animals and staff.

Primary Focus Regional Challenge Immediate Action
Keep indoor humidity below Address seasonal humidity Address any water intrusion
60% at all times fluctuations common to the within 24-48 hours

region



Leak Detection and Repair Protocol

Even small drips from pipes, roofs, or windows can create ideal breeding grounds for mold. Time is of the essence when it
comes to water intrusion, making prompt detection and repair absolutely critical.

Implement a routine inspection schedule for all plumbing, roofing, and exterior walls. Don't delay repairs - what starts as a
minor leak can quickly escalate into a major mold problem that requires extensive remediation.

e Conduct weekly visual inspections of all plumbing fixtures
e Checkroof and window areas after storms

e Monitor basement and utility areas for signs of moisture

e Address any leaks immediately, no matter how small

e Document all repairs for maintenance records



Humidity Management Systems

Proper humidity control requires a robust HVAC system that can effectively manage indoor moisture levels. In veterinary
clinics, where washing, cleaning, and sterilization create additional humidity challenges, maintaining optimal levels becomes

even more critical.

HVAC System Dehumidifiers Monitoring
Invest in and properly maintain Use as supplements in particularly Install humidity monitors in key
systems that control indoor damp areas like basements or areas to track levels continuously

humidity below 60% utility rooms



Ventilation and Airtlow

Good airflow prevents moisture from stagnating and creates an environment
where mold cannot easily establish itself. In veterinary clinics, proper ventilation
is particularly important in high-moisture areas such as surgical suites, kennels,
and treatment rooms.

Ensure exhaust fans in bathrooms, kennels, and surgical suites are functioning
effectively. Consider installing additional fans in areas prone to dampness or
where air circulation is naturally limited.

Critical Areas Ventilation Solutions
e Surgical suites e Exhaust fans

e Kennel areas e Aircirculation systems
e Treatment rooms e Natural ventilation

e Utility rooms e HVAC optimization

e Bathrooms e Supplemental fans




Condensation Control Strategies

Cold surfaces like pipes and windows can accumulate condensation, leading to mold growth in areas that might otherwise
seem dry. This is particularly problematic in veterinary clinics where temperature differences between indoor and outdoor

environments can be significant.

Address condensation issues by insulating pipes and considering double-paned windows. Pay special attention to areas where

excessive indoor-outdoor temperature differences create persistent condensation problems.

1 2 3
Identify Sources Insulate Pipes Upgrade Windows
Locate cold surfaces prone to Wrap exposed pipes to prevent Consider double-paned windows in

condensation moisture buildup problem areas



HVAC System Maintenance Protocol

Your heating, ventilation, and air conditioning system serves as your first line of defense against mold. Regular inspections and

maintenance are essential, particularly focusing on areas where moisture can accumulate.

HVAC systems should be inspected regularly for signs of moisture, especially in drain pans and coils. Clogged drain pans are
notorious "mold factories" that can contaminate your entire air system if not properly maintained.

Component Inspection Frequency Key Focus Areas

Drain Pans Monthly Clear of standing water and debris
Coils Quarterly Clean and free of moisture buildup
Filters Monthly Replace with MERV 8 or higher
Ductwork Annually Professional cleaning if needed

Drain Lines Quarterly Clear and properly sloped



Material Selection

When renovating or building, choosing mold-resistant materials can significantly reduce your long-term mold prevention
challenges. This is particularly important in high-moisture areas of veterinary clinics where traditional materials may be more

susceptible to mold growth.

Any porous materials like carpet, ceiling tiles, or drywall that have become wet and cannot be thoroughly dried within 24-48
hours should be removed and replaced. Mold can quickly colonize these materials, making removal often more cost-effective

than attempted remediation.

Mold-Resistant Options Rapid Response Prevention Focus
Use mold-resistant drywall, Remove water-damaged porous Choose materials that resist
insulation, and paints in high- materials within 24-48 hours moisture absorption

moisture areas



Monitoring and Detection Protocols

Early detection is key to preventing widespread mold contamination. A musty odor is often the first indicator of mold

presence, even when visible growth isn't apparent. Training your staff to recognize and report these early warning signs can
save significant time and money in remediation costs.

Implement thorough cleaning schedules that include wiping down surfaces, especially in areas where moisture might
accumulate. Regular monitoring combined with proactive cleaning creates a comprehensive defense against mold
establishment.

e Train staff to recognize musty odors immediately

e Conduct visual inspections of high-risk areas weekly

e Implement reporting protocols for suspicious findings

e Maintain detailed logs of cleaning and inspection activities

e Address any concerns promptly, no matter how minor



Prairie Navigator Partnership Services

Prairie Navigator understands the unique challenges faced by veterinary clinics in eastern Nebraska and western lowa. Our
certified facilities management professionals provide comprehensive mold prevention services tailored specifically to
veterinary environments.
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Professional IAQ evaluations with actionable remediation Rapid response protocols for unexpected moisture events
insights

Contact Prairie Navigator at (402) 699-1738 or email skline@prairienavigator.com to develop a custom mold prevention
strategy for your veterinary clinic. Our expertise in regional climate challenges and veterinary facility requirements ensures

your clinic maintains optimal air quality year-round.



